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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
  

BACKGROUND 
 
 On November 22, 2000, then Governor Tom Ridge signed Act 91 of 2000 giving 
the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletics Oversight Council (“Council”) the 
responsibility to review the progress of the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, Inc. (“PIAA”) to comply with thirteen legislatively mandated reforms.  The 
Act required the PIAA to enact specific reforms that were designed to improve the 
management of high school athletics in the Commonwealth.  The Council was given a 
two-year period to oversee the efforts of the PIAA towards completion of these reforms. 
 
These 13 mandated reforms were as follows: 
 

1. Open Meeting Policy.  Adopt and adhere to policies governing the conduct of        
open meetings that conform with the requirements of 65 PA.C.S. Ch.7. 

 
2. Merchandise Bidding Policy.  Adopt and adhere to a policy establishing a    

competitive bidding process for the purchase of non-incidental merchandise 
and services that conforms with the requirements of this act. 

  
3. Site Selection Policy.  Adopt and adhere to a policy establishing a competitive 

process for the selection of sites for championship competitions. 
 

4. LB&FC Review.  Agree to an annual financial and management review    
conducted by the Legislative Budget and Finance committee. 

 
5. Expansion of the Board of Directors.  Ensure that the membership of its Board 

of Directors complies with the provisions of the act. 
 

6. Restitution Rule.  Not require any member school entity to reimburse PIAA 
for  legal fees and expenses incurred by PIAA or any of its personnel in 
defending a legal action authorized by a member school entity and brought 
against the PIAA or any of its personnel and take action to repeal any present 
rule or policy authorizing such reimbursement prior to the final report of the 
Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Council.   

 
7. Evaluation System for Game Officials.  Adopt an evaluation system for game 

officials at district, inter-district and championship competitions and utilize 
that evaluation system in the selection of individuals to officiate those 
contests. 

 
8. Conflicts of Interest.  Adopt and adhere to a policy prohibiting conflicts of 

interest and setting forth rules of ethics to be followed by PIAA board 
members and employees. 
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9. In-House Counsel.  Employ in-house counsel. 

 
10. Employee Evaluations.  Evaluate the performance of its contracted employees 

to  determine whether they have complied with the provisions of their 
contracts and to determine whether termination is appropriate for any PIAA 
employees who have violated the provisions of their contracts.  

 
11. Media Access.  Adopt no rules restricting media access to interscholastic 

athletic competitions or restricting the substance of any commentary offered 
by the media reporting of interscholastic athletic competitions. 

 
12. Recruiting.  Adopt rules intended to discourage its member school entities 

from recruiting student athletes.   
 

13. Equal Rights Policy.  Establish a policy, including a mechanism for 
enforcement, requiring that persons involved in interscholastic athletics be 
provided equality of opportunity and treatment without regard to race, sex, 
religion, national origin or ethnic background. 

 
  
On November 26 and 25, 2002, House Bill 2644 unanimously passed the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, respectively.  The bill became Act 187 of 2002.  The bill 
extended the life of the Council for one year.  It also added an additional requirement for 
the Council to evaluate the expansion of PIAA sanctioned athletic competitions or sports, 
including the addition of other athletic associations into PIAA sponsored championships.  
The rest of the requirements in Act 91 remain unchanged.  The Council issued its final 
report on March 14, 2004, as mandated by Act 91. 
 
 Before issuing its final report, the Council held a final meeting on February 24, 
2004 at which time the Council voted aye that the PIAA, to the satisfaction of the 
Council, was in full compliance with the 13 mandated requirements and the Council 
disbanded, as provided for in Section 1603-A(g)(1) of Act 91 of 2000.  Before the 
Council disbanded, it voted to include recommendations regarding the continued 
oversight of the PIAA. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 The former Oversight Council placed into their Final Report five 
recommendations for the PIAA, which the Council believed would assist the PIAA in 
administering high school athletics in Pennsylvania.  The five recommendations are as 
follows: 
 

 Continue to adhere to Act 91 of 2000 and Act 187 of 2002. 
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 File an annual report to the Chairman and Minority Chairman of the Education 
Committee of the Senate, the Chairman and Minority Chairman of the Education 
Committee of the House of Representatives and the Secretary of Education. 

 Include in the annual report their internal annual auditor’s report. 
 Keep in place all policies and bylaws pertaining to the standards in Act 91.  If any 

change occurs, an explanation and reasoning shall be included with the annual 
report. 

 Continually evaluate PIAA procedures and practices and, where needed, adjust 
them to better serve the students of Pennsylvania. 

 
On July 4, 2004, the General Assembly established the Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight 
Committee (PAOC) in response to recommendations provided by the Council.  The 
PAOC is statutorily charged with overseeing the continued compliance of the PIAA with 
Act 91 of 2000. 
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PA Athletic Oversight Committee 
 
Section 1605-A of Act 70 provides that the Committee be comprised of six members; two 
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and one appointed by the 
Minority Leader of the House; and two appointed by the President pro tempore of the 
Senate and one appointed by the Minority Leader in the Senate. 
 
The Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Committee (“Committee”) as created is required to 
meet at least once a year for the purposes of reviewing the Pennsylvania Interscholastic 
Athletic Association’s (“Association”) continued compliance with Act 91 of 2000, 
responding to issues related to the activities of the Association and to issue an annual 
report of its findings to the presiding officers in both Chambers.  This is the Tenth 
Annual Report of the Oversight Committee.   
 
The following members are currently appointed to the Committee: 
 
HOUSE      SENATE   
 
Representative Gene DiGirolamo  Senator Joseph Scarnati  
Representative Mike Reese   Senator Robert Tomlinson 
Representative Rob Matzie   Senator Jay Costa 
 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS OF 2014 
 
 On January 15, 2014, the Committee held a meeting to receive testimony from the 
PIAA.  A subsequent meeting was held on April 1, 2014 at the request of several 
members of the committee at the January 15th meeting to discuss the issue surround 
Charter Schools and sports. Letters were submitted as well. 
 
All testimony can be found in Appendix 4 and 5 and the letters are found in Appendix 6 
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2014 
APPENDIX 1 PA Athletic Oversight Committee Operating Rules 
 

 

Operating Rules of the Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Committee 
(Adopted November 1, 2005) 

 
I. Membership:  The membership of the Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight 

Committee shall be comprised in accordance with the provisions of section 
1605-A of the School Code of 1949 (Act 14 of 1949). 

II. Officers:  
A. Election: The Committee shall elect as officers of the Committee a 

Chair and a Vice Chair. Election of officers shall be conducted at the 
first meeting held after January 30 of each odd-numbered year 

B. Terms of Office:  The terms of office of the officers shall be for two 
years or their termination of service, whichever is less. Initial term of 
office for the officers shall expire on the December 1 of 2006.  
Successive terms of office shall expire on December 1 of each even-
numbered year.  

C. How selected: The chair and vice chair shall be from different 
chambers, one from the Senate and one from the House.  

D. Duties:  (1) Chair—The duties of the chair shall be to set meeting dates, 
establish an agenda, and notify members of the Committee of the 
meeting details and agenda.  As presiding officer, the chair shall 
maintain good order at all meetings. The chair shall also see that a 
transcript of the proceedings of each meeting is prepared and 
distributed to the members of the Committee.  In addition, the chair 
shall speak for the Committee and may contact individuals and 
organizations for information and arrange for hearings of the 
Committee.  Furthermore, the chair shall, with the consent of the 
Committee, appoint such necessary staff as is needed to complete 
successfully the work of the Committee. 
(2) Vice Chair—The duties of the vice chair are to fill the duties of the 
Chair in the absence of the Chair.  In the event of a vacancy in the 
office of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall succeed to the office of the 
Chair.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of the vice chair, the 
Committee shall, within thirty days of the vacancy, elect from among 
its members a new vice chair. 

III.  Meetings:  The Committee shall meet at least once each calendar year for the   
 purpose established in section 1605-A (c) of the School Code. 

I.   Quorum: A majority of the members appointed to the Committee shall 
constitute a quorum.  A quorum shall be required for the transaction of 
business, except that the Committee may take testimony and hold hearings 
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without a quorum when no votes will be taken. 
II.   Voting: All matters of business before the Committee shall be decided by a 

majority vote of the Committee.  Members of the committee may vote by 
proxy only after a quorum has been established by a majority of the members.   
If a member reports to a scheduled committee meeting and advises the 
chairman and other members of a conflicting committee meeting or other 
legislative business which he or she must attend on the same day, the member 
is authorized to give the chairman his or her proxy in writing which shall be 
valid only for that day and which shall include written instructions for the 
exercise of such proxy by the chairman during the meeting. 

III.  Parliamentary Authority:  Mason’s manual of Legislative Procedures, current 
edition, shall serve as the parliamentary authority for all business conducted 
by the Committee. 

IV. Compliance with Applicable State Statutes:  The Committee shall be subject 
to the provisions of Title 65 Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (65 Pa. C.S.), 
Chapter 7 (Open Meetings) as it relates to the official actions of the 
Committee. 

 
Article IV was revised on October 7, 2008. 
Article V was revised on October 3, 2006. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

APPENDIX 2  Meeting Agendas 
 
 

PA ATHLETIC OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (PAOC) 
REP. GENE DIGIROLAMO, CHAIR 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2014 

 

ROOM 60 EAST WING  
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
Meeting Called to Order 
 
Chair, Rep. Gene DiGirolamo 
 

 The following members of the General Assembly have been appointed to the 
committee for the 2013-2014 Session: 

 
Representative Gene DiGirolamo  Senator Joseph B. Scarnati III 
Representative Mike Reese.   Senator Robert M. Tomlinson 
Representative Robert F. Matzie  Senator Richard A. Kasunic 
 
Roll Call 
 
First Order of Business 
 

 Nomination and selection of Vice Chair 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Approval of the minutes  
 

 December 12, 2011 
 January 25, 2012 

 
Reports 
 

 Approval of the 2011 and 2012 Draft Annual Reports  
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New Business 
 

 Dr. Robert Lombardi, Executive Director of the PIAA, to provide an update on the 
PIAA’s continued compliance with Act 91 of 2000 and any other related business 
concerning the PIAA and the public 

 
 Questions and Comments. 

 
Good of the order 
 
 Next Meeting Announcement  
 
TBA 
 
Adjournment 
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PA ATHLETIC OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (PAOC) 
REP. GENE DIGIROLAMO, CHAIR 

TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2014  
ROOM B-31 MAIN CAPITOL 

 
AGENDA 

 
Meeting Called to Order 
 
Roll Call 
 

 
Remarks 
 
 
 
Testimony regarding the establishment of interscholastic sports teams by PA charter schools 
and any additional business that may come before the Committee. 
 

 
 

PANEL A: PIAA Representatives 9:00 AM – 9:30 AM 
 
 Dr. Robert Lombardi, Executive Director, PIAA 
 Mark E. Byers, COO, PIAA 
 Michael L. Solomon, Director of Legal Affairs, PIAA 
 John Milliron, Legislative Counsel to PIAA, Milliron Associates 
 Andrew Goodman, Milliron Associates Representatives  
 

 
 

PANEL B: PA Charter School Representatives 9:30 AM – 10:00 AM 
 
 Larry Jones, President, PA Coalition of Public Charter Schools and CEO of Richard Allen 

Preparatory Charter School 
 Matt Ehrlich, Athletic Director, MaST Community Charter School 
 Chris Shovlin - President, Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School Board of 

Directors 
 
Other Business 
 
Adjourn 
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APPENDIX 3 Meeting Minutes 
 

PA ATHLETIC OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, January 15, 2014 
Room 60 East Wing 

 
 

Call to order by Chair Gene DiGirolamo. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The members appointed to the committee for the 2013-2014 session of the General Assembly are: 
 
Representative Gene DiGirolamo    Present  
Representative Mike Reese   Present 
Representative  Rob Matzie   Present 
 
Senator Joseph Scarnati      Present     
Senator Robert Tomlinson   Present     
Senator Richard Kasunic   Present 
 
Also, in attendance were the following individuals, including staff: 
 
Rep. Mindy Fee was in attendance by invitation of the Chair 
 
Sean Harris, Executive Director of the Oversight Committee 
Pamela Huss, Administrative Assistant for the Oversight Committee 
 
Dr. Robert Lombardi, Executive Director of the PIAA 
Pat Gebhart, Assistant Executive Director of the PIAA 
Greg Biller, Director of Business Affairs of the PIAA 
Michael Solomon, Esq., Director of Legal Affairs, PIAA 
John Milliron, Esq., Milliron Associates, Legislative Counsel to the PIAA 
 
   
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Internal business was addressed by the election of a Vice Chair for the committee. 
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Sen. Joseph Scarnati nominated Sen. Robert Tomlinson for the position of Vice Chair, which was 
seconded by Senator Richard Kasunic.  The nomination carried. 
 
 Approval of Minutes 
 
 The minutes of December 12, 2011 and January 25, 2012 were approved with Sen. 
Kasunic moving and Rep. Reese making a second. 
 
 Reports 
 
 The draft annual reports for 2011 and 2012 were approved with Sen. Scarnati moving and 
Sen. Tomlinson making a second. 
 
 A notation was made by the Chair that due to the inability of the committee to meet in 
2013, there would be no annual report for that year and that such notation would be duly noted on 
the committee’s website, which will serve as the annual report.  There were no objections from the 
committee. 
 
The Chair then recognized Dr. Robert Lombardi and made a brief statement regarding the 
retirement of Brad Cashman, former executive director of the PIAA for several decades and 
congratulated Dr. Lombardi for his appointment to the position and welcomed him before the 
committee.  At that time Dr. Lombardi began his testimony by introducing the PIAA 
representatives who were present.  Dr. Lombardi provided five points of discussion: 
 

1. The Rachel Case 
2. Football Safety 
3. Coaching Education 
4. Private vs. Public Championships 
5. 100th Anniversary of the PIAA 

 
The Chair then recognized Rep. Fee and opened the floor for Dr. Lombardi to respond publically 
to Rep. Fee’s letter to the PIAA concerning the public and private issue involving championships. 
 
Vice Chair Tomlinson was recognized and provided comments on the subject of separate 
championships and echoed the concerns raised by Rep. Fee and others regarding the issue of 
school boundaries and recruitment.  In addition, Sen. Tomlinson asked the Dr. Lombardi about the 
security at sporting events, especially basketball games when played in small venues.  This 
question was raised regarding a brawl that erupted at a basketball game and the loss of a referee at 
the event as well.  Dr. Lombardi stated that the PIAA shared his concerns and indicated that the 
PIAA was one of the first associations to support the addition of a third referee at basketball 
games.  Sen. Tomlinson stated that he just wanted to make sure that awareness is brought to the 
issue for fair consideration. 
 
Sen. Kasunic was recognized and raised the issue of charter schools and sports and stated that he 
would like to see an additional hearing on the subject.  In addition, Sen Kasunic highlighted a 
concern that some schools were creating football programs without the support or capacity to do 
so.   
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Rep. Rob Matzie echoed Sen. Kasunic’s position on having an additional hearing on the subject of 
charter schools and believes it needs more examination.  Rep. Matzie also discussed creating a 
separate classification for private/Catholic schools, possibly creating a class 4A.  Heat 
acclimatization issue was also raised by Rep. Matzie, who wanted to know how it was received to 
which Dr. Lombardi stated that the coaches like it and that the change is all about the safety of 
student-athletes. 
 
Chair DiGirolamo informed the membership and public that the committee would be holding an 
additional hearing on the subject of charter schools and sports and those details would be 
forthcoming.   
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
TBD. 
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PA ATHLETIC OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, April 1, 2014 
Room B-31 Main Capitol 

 
 

Call to order by Chair Gene DiGirolamo. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The members appointed to the committee for the 2013-2014 session of the General Assembly are: 
 
Representative Gene DiGirolamo    Present  
Representative Mike Reese   Present 
Representative  Rob Matzie   Present 
 
Senator Joseph Scarnati      Present     
Senator Robert Tomlinson   Not Present     
Senator Richard Kasunic   Present 
 
Also, in attendance were the following individuals, including staff: 
 
Rep. Mindy Fee  
Rep. Jordan Harris 
Sean Harris, Executive Director of the Oversight Committee 
Pamela Huss, Administrative Assistant for the Oversight Committee 
 
Dr. Robert Lombardi, Executive Director of the PIAA 
Michael Solomon, Esq., Director of Legal Affairs, PIAA 
John Milliron, Esq., Milliron Associates, Legislative Counsel to the PIAA 
Andy Goodman, Milliron Associates 
 
Larry Jones, President, PA Coalition of Public Charter Schools and CEO of Richard Allen 
Preparatory Charter School 
Matt Ehrlich, Athletic Director, MaST Community Charter School 
Chris Shovlin, President, Lincoln Park Performing Arts School Board of Directors 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A public hearing was held to receive testimony concerning athletics at charter schools. 
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The Chair then recognized Dr. Robert Lombardi, who provided testimony on the issue of athletics 
at charter schools.     
 
After Dr. Lombardi delivered his testimony for the PIAA, Chair DiGirolamo opened the floor for 
questions.  The second panel of testifiers invited before the committee were the charter school 
representatives.  After testimony was provided questions were asked by the members of the 
committee.  The question and answer dialogue for both panels are provided below. 
 

PANEL I  - PIAA 
 
 
Gene: This is only a problem in a Class Single A and boys’ basketball?  Is that correct? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: A problem in: 

 Boys’ basketball, not only in Single A.  In the past 8 years we have 
seen: 

o Single A 
o Double A 
o Triple A 

 Where charter schools have basically left the field. 
 But it’s mostly smaller Classification A & AA. 

 
Gene: A student athlete who is enrolled in a charter school and takes classes at a charter school, 
plays basketball on the basketball team, the charter school does not offer any other athletic sports, 
can they go back to the public school run track & field, cross country and play football? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: That’s correct. 
 
Gene: Is there a geographic area that a charter school is not allowed to draw from? 
 
Dr. Lombardi:  Yes. 
 
Gene: There is a transportation problem, is that correct?  Where the school district doesnot have 
to provide transportation outside a ten mile radius, I believe that is the case.  Outside of the ten 
mile radius, they would have to provide their own transportation? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Yes. 
 
Gene: Explain the transfer rules that the PIAA has, if a, for instance, a 9th/10th grade student 
wants to transfer out of the public school and into the charter school.  What are the transfer rules? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Yes.  If it isn’t a natural break in the transfer going from grade 8 to 9, 
usually what happens is the school principals’ exchange an athletic transfer form and they both 
have to sign off on the fact that this transfer was not athletically motivated reasons. 
 
Gene: For instance, if there is a student in 9th grade, he is an exceptional basketball player, 
decides to transfer to a charter school or a private school for that reason, the principal at that 
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public school where that 9th grade student is at, the principal might not sign off and say it is his 
belief that the student may be transferring strictly due to athletic reasons.  Is that not the case?  
Does that happen often? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: It happens quite a bit at the local district level.  They have found and shared 
with us that many times principals have signed off for whatever reason, and the imbalance seems 
to be that all of them do not go through the process.  Because what ends up happening is they hear 
at the local level many times it isn’t on the record and comes to an Appeal Board or Board of 
Directors and people learn from their mistakes and sort of couch the argument somewhat to make 
it a strong argument on their behalf to support that transfer. 
 
We have had a number that have been taken all the way to the Appeal Board level and remanded 
back for new information that has caused somewhat of a problem, those being on the record have 
helped because you cannot change the record.  An illustration that we just saw, we had a transfer 
of a young man that was denied, remanded back, came back to the Appeal Board, then voted that 
it was acceptable.  The mother came out 9 months, hence and said “oh yeah, it contradicted her 
story in the appeal hearing.  There is a problem there.  Mr. Solomon just reminded me that three 
out of the players in the A Championship game this year were in front of us on appeal.  That is 
30%. 
 
Gene:   What school was that? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Two different schools: 

 Lincoln Park 
 MaST Science Charter School 

 
Gene: If a principal at a public school doesn’t sign off, and the student transfer anyways, does the 
student have to sit for one year without competing in any athletic competition? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: By not signing off, means it goes to the district committee, the local 
committee for a hearing and if they hold a hearing, and they find it was for motivated by athletic 
reasons, the student would sit for one year from the date of transfer. 
 
Gene:   When would he be eligible? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Would be eligible the subsequent year. 
 
Gene:   The only solution you see is a legislative one? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: As I stated in our testimony, if we could, I don’t know how charter schools 
were formulated.  People around our board that I talked to said it was initially instituted for an 
academic purpose for a school of choice.  Right now, with our charter schools we seem to have 
that’s only an area what we would call “dual enrollment”.  There is no other place in our bylaws 
where a student can play at two separate places. 
 
My solution, I believe, if you can do it legislatively, would be that if the public school could 
sponsor the sport, that’s where the student plays.  Almost all of our public schools have boys’ 
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basketball.  So that eliminates that All Star AAU developing regional, type All Star teams away 
from local public schools because they would have to return home and play with those same 
students that they are running track with, cross country and soccer. 
 
Gene: How about if a student decided to play athletics, just at a charter school, and if the charter 
school had basketball, and then the student would not be allowed to go back to the public school 
and play in other sports? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: That would solve the other sport problem.  But I think it flies in the fact of 
not still allowing for All Star teams.  It also allows for the “dual enrollment” because they could 
have played at both places.  It really hits into the school loyalty and uniformity standards for us. 
 
 
The Chair recognized Rep. Matzie. 
 
Matzie:  A couple of things: 
 

1. Dual enrollment question:   
 If you are at a public school and the school does not  

offer the sport and has an agreement with an adjoining district, the kid can participate in that sport, 
while still participating in other sports that are offered in their own home public school? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: They are only eligible at that place.  It is still one, not two. 
 
Matzie: I had an instance this past year with a student, who was enrolled in a public school 
who did not offer football.  This school district had an agreement with an adjoining district to 
participate with football for their kids.  He participated and was their best player and they 
probably had the best year they ever had. 
 

2. Explain the process of membership in the PIAA?  How does one become a 
member of the PIAA? 

 
With charter schools fairly new on the books, relative to the Commonwealth of PA.  Are they 
automatically eligible for membership as a public school in the Commonwealth? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: A member school has to fill out a member school form and submit to the 
Local District Committee for their approval and then, ultimately, to our Board of Directors. 
 
Matzie:  Last question, relative to the Appeal Process. 
 
The appeal begins at the district level? 
 
An infraction or an issue comes up where the principal doesn’t sign off on the transfer, goes 
through the district level, they can either approve or deny, then obviously, if they deny, they can 
appeal to the PIAA? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Yes. 
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Matzie:  Then if the PIAA denies them, it goes to court, correct? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Correct. 
 
 
The Chair recognized Senator Scarnati. 
 
Scarnati:  We need to encourage kids to be a part of sports. 
   
   Need to encourage kids to achieve academic excellence. 
 
We got to encourage parents to make good choices for their kids as to where they go to school. 
 
 
The Chair recognized Rep. Reese. 
 
Reese:   You mentioned “dual enrollment” with these students. 
 
Is it that they are actually going back to their home school for academics or just for that sport? 
 
   They are still enrolled in the charter school for academic purposes? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Correct. 
 
Reese:   That particular charter school offers basketball? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Yes. 
 
Reese: But they don’t offer track and field or football because they do not offer those sports at 
charter schools, they are able to go back to their home school to participate? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Correct. 
 
Reese: Your recommendation is a legislative fix that would say look, charter schools should not 
participate in athletics, at all, unless that home school doesn’t offer an athletic program for them? 
 
Is that what I am understanding? 
 
Essentially, you are saying, if a basketball program is offered at the home school, they should 
have to participate in that home school and not be allowed to go to a charter school and participate 
in their basketball program? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Yes, that is accurate. 

o It is consistent with homeschooling; 
o It is consistent with every other opportunities we have in the 

school system.  That is why I say that. 
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o Consistent application for us and a uniformity of standards. 
 
Reese: I understand that charter schools are public schools and they are different from private 
schools, but would you make the leap to say that if a student chooses to go to a Catholic school for 
academic reasons but they happen to be building up a power house as a football team, do you see 
any concern there? 
 
 
Dr. Lombardi: An Act in the legislature in 1972 created the private school as being part of 
the PIAA.  We haven’t had that issue so much because of religious education.  Many of our 
schools that have religious education are brick and mortar schools that those young people have 
come all the way through the feeder school program of St. Margaret’s, Mary’s, all the way up 
through high school.  So at this time, that is not the issue.  The issue is in the local school district 
because they can pick and choose where they go.  Here is what we are hearing from mom and dad 
back home, in the small communities.  They are saying the student goes over there to play an All 
Star team and beat our brains out and then come back home run track and relay team and bump 
my kid off the relay team.  You got the best of both worlds.  That is not fair to us because we do 
not have the wherewithal to go somewhere else.  This is what we are hearing from mom and dad. 
 
Reese: I agree with Sen. Scarnati that this needs to be about the kids.  Obviously, you want it to be 
somewhat equitable.  I just have some concerns with a legislative remedy on this.  I think it opens 
the door to some other things that may not be so great. 
 
 
The Chair recognized Senator Kasunic. 
 
Kasunic: You have the authority to promulgate rules and regulations concerning eligibility 
and various other issues that come before the PIAA, you are here today suggesting a legislative 
remedy.  What authority do you have to promulgate rules and regulations concerning this issue on 
your own? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: The board has the power and I can make recommendations to the board,  
but they would have to adopt it.  Our board has seen other states look at this same type of issue 
and in some cases they have gone to a “factor” where they look at just our neighbor from Ohio, 
has looked at success in tournaments.  They have looked at a number of school championships 
they have won and tried to put in what they call a “factor.”  I am here to tell you that we have tried 
to stay out of that for the simple reason that most of the people have done that and have fallen 
onto very hard ground, that the legislature said you have created an unfair atmosphere for your 
membership.  So they raised the ire of their legislators because people went back home to their 
grassroots and said that it is not fair.  The membership is all consistent but you have a “factor” for 
certain schools.  What we thought we would do, Senator Kasunic is come to you to work together 
to work with, I thought a reasonable way to try to get this done working collaborately, because to 
be candid with you, I don’t have a perfect answer, I am just trying to share with you from our 
membership and our small schools what they feel is an inequity.  Let me give you an example, 
Johnsonberg last year played in the A Championship basketball game against a public school from 
Philadelphia that went out of business.  It was the first public school we had that played in an A 
Championship in 10 years.  That was a team of a lifetime for Johnsonberg, they don’t get an 
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opportunity to reload.  The team that was in our finals this year had six new players, none under 
5’10” many of them over 6’3” and Johnsonberg had to sit with a freshman that moved up to 
varsity this year.  So it just seems a little out of whack, and I am bringing that to you from the 
people of Johnsonberg. 
 
Kasunic: Right now, your testimony is concerning basketball, seeing football being what it 
is, here in the Commonwealth of PA.  How long will it be before we start seeing the same thing in 
terms of football? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Well we have seen one charter school move into the football realm and they 
have done really well to the point they were in our championship game this year.  They went to 
the eastern final last year.  So it is permeating and will not stop.  That is the trouble with the 
membership.  They feel that once this takes off, there is no way to get the genie back into the 
bottle.  So our schools being community-based, Senator Scarnati, I have great respect for what 
you said.  I agree times they are a changing.  And in athletics you will find no greater advocates 
for athletics than the three of us here and other people.  We believe in the lessons of athletics.  But 
we also believe that there has to be some basic testament of athletic eligibility that everybody is 
pretty close to the same page. 
 
Kasunic: What happens with seasons overlapping football and basketball, in particular?  If 
the football team gets into the playoffs and what not, sometimes it is overlapping into the 
basketball season.  It is conceivable that a player could play football Saturday afternoon, it is for 
the local high school and that evening be on the court playing for the charter school playing for 
another team. 
 
Dr. Lombardi: We haven’t had a lot of that.  Usually, what happens is if there is a long 
season where you make it to the semi-final/final, it is usually maybe a week.  Schools due to the 
fine coaches we have, don’t allow people to play both.  They might work out shooting the ball 
around, but they don’t let them play both just because they aren’t ready and the health and safety 
of them getting into a basketball condition is not a football condition.  So we had very little of 
that.  The schools that had that happen kind of embrace it because it is really a badge of honor to 
have that much success.  It is possible, but it really hasn’t happened. 
 
 
The Chair speaking. 
 
Gene: Just a follow-up question.  As I looked at your testimony, one of the charter schools in the 
State Championship tournament won their first five games by 45 point average.  Is that correct? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: Yes, that is correct. 
 
Gene:    What was the highest total?  Do you remember the final score? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: I really can’t remember.  My memory really isn’t that good. 
 
 
Testimony given by charter school representatives. 
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PANEL II - CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 
Gene:   Waiting lists.  I am assuming MaST has a waiting list?  Larry you mentioned 
something about waiting lists, do a lot of charter schools have waiting lists? 
 
Larry:  A vast majority do. 
 
Gene: Chris, at your school, how do you handle, I am assuming you probably have waiting lists 
at your school?  How do you handle someone who wants to transfer into the 9th, 10th and 11th 
grade and the grad is full.  Do you have a policy in place or is there a statewide policy or is it from 
school to school? 
 
Chris: May I defer you to our principal, our CEO, Mr. Polling.  He can probably give you a better 
answer than I can. 
 
Polling: Every one of our students go through the same evaluation process, based on the 
criteria that we have stablished as per Charter School Law, for admission to our school. 
 
Gene: For instance, your 11th grade, if you got a waiting list to get into 11th grade, someone 
comes in and applies to get into 11th grade, that person has to go to the end of the waiting list; or 
do you have some flexibility of whether to allow a student to possibly jump over a waiting list.  
Do you have that type of flexibility? 
 
Polling: The way we have developed our criteria for the six departments that Mr.  
Shoveling had mentioned, all the kids who meet that criteria have been offered admission to our 
school.  So kids that do not meet that criteria will not get in. 
 
Gene: Larry, any kind of standard policy for schools who have waiting lists that kids who applied 
first, have to get in first or do schools have flexibility to maybe to someone who applied recently 
gets into the school and other ones on the waiting list will have to wait? 
 
Larry: Yes sir.  PA Charter School Law does allow for certain specialty schools, for example, we 
have a performing arts school so that is not an anomaly, it is one of the exceptions that was 
afforded in PA Charter School Law.  I don’t want to say a more general practice, which would be 
schools that do not have that specific focus or specialty, if there is a waiting list, there is typically 
a lottery that is conducted.  Once that lottery has been conducted, those students who are not 
selected go into the lottery to go onto a waiting list.  There are two ways that the waiting lists, is 
typically done:  because each district is an authorizer and weighs in differently.  The first way is:  
for example, last year I had six spots open in my sixth grade and I had 175 kids who wanted to get 
into those six spots.  I selected six students and the remaining 169 students are put on a waiting 
list.  We do, when did you apply, so first come, first serve.  Some schools and some decisions 
have been made that you take that list and randomize them again.  So that even if I applied six 
months ago and I didn’t get in, I am not first in line and in order to see who is first, there is 
another lottery drawn that identifies the order. 
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Gene:   So every school that you are trying to tell me about has a different way to go about 
doing it? 
 
Larry: Bottom line, is no matter when you apply you have a randomization that if you applied six 
months ago and I applied the day before, we still have the same opportunity to be selected through 
that random lottery. 
 
Gene: Can I assume then, for instance, in a high school and a 9th grade, if you have got 100 kids 
that are on a waiting list and were not able to get in that you keep that waiting list and some 
during the middle of 9th grade or tries to get in, that the student has to go on the waiting list or at 
the end of the waiting list? 
 
Larry: Depending on how you do it, they would be randomize or put on the end of the waiting 
list, but yes that waiting list is there for high schools and again that is my point, if there is a school 
that is in some way not following that type of randomize practice, if they do not have protection 
under the law, to do that, then they are in violation of the Charter School Law and potentially in 
violation of civil rights and they should be dealt with, but not by an athletic commission, by the 
authorizer. 
 
 
The Chair recognized Rep. Reese. 
 
Reese: When you are looking at the selection of your students and you have a waiting list and you 
utilize a lottery, is any preference given to those who participate in athletics?  That you know of, 
in any situation? 
 
Larry: No, and it shouldn’t be.  As a matter of act, when a student applies to my school, and 
really when they apply to any charter school, there is basically a name rank and serial number.  
Your name, address, and grade you are applying for school that you are coming from.  I don’t 
want to know anything else about you. 
 
Reese: So if we were to offer a legislative remedy, do you believe the number of your applicants 
for your schools would drop off? 
 
Chris: No.  Every time this issue comes into play, whether its athletics or a controversy of 
funding of charter schools and, in particular, by Lincoln Park’s case, our request for enrollment 
information goes up.  So this is the best publicity that we can possibly have. 
 
Larry: I would, however, say that it may not be noticeable but my concern is when we are talking 
about large numbers, it’s the ones and twos.  It’s that student that would have gotten a spot into a 
charter school and would be academically viable, but is now forced to make a choice, do I play 
basketball or football at my district school, because I think I can get a scholarship or do I go to a 
charter school where I might get the better academic or fit.  It’s not just academic.  I don’t think 
one student making that choice is too much for me. 
 



29 
 

Reese: In your experience, based on the information you currently have, has there ever been a 
case where a standout basketball player at a traditional public school made application to a charter 
school and for whatever reason was not accepted? 
 
Larry: I don’t have any evidence to say “yea” or “nay” to that.  I would hope the answer is “yes”.  
This sounds crazy but the answer there has been those students who have not been afforded the 
opportunity and my rationale is, although I love interscholastic athletics, basketball is so far down 
the priority list in terms of what our kids need today, that is this kid pushed somebody else out for 
academics, and then it is deplorable on any body’s case. 
 
 
The Chair invited the PIAA back to the table and recognized Rep. Matzie. 
 
Matzie: Dr. Lombardi, is there a specific designed member of the board for charters or is 
that wide open? 
 
Dr. Lombardi: No, we have a private school representative, two school board  
representatives, superintendent representatives, athletic director representatives and principal 
representatives, but we do not have a specific charter school representative. 
 

 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
TBD 
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APPENDIX 4 Testimony – January 15, 2014 
 
 

Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Committee 
Representative Gene DiGirolamo, Chairman 

Wednesday, January 15, 2014 – 10 AM 
Room 60 - East Wing – Capitol 

 
 
Good morning.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you this morning. My name is Bob 
Lombardi, I am the PIAA Executive Director.  It is my pleasure to be here. 
 
I would like to share with you some information about changes at PIAA since we last met. 
 
Bradley R. Cashman has retired and I have replaced him as Executive Director; I have been a 
member of PIAA's Executive Staff since 1988.  I welcome the opportunity to serve PIAA as its 7th 
Executive Director and to work with all of you to make our great association even better.  
 
Some points of interest:  Our Board of Directors (BOD) has changed dramatically with all new 
officers and 19 of our 31 BOD members changing in the last two years.  
 
Our current officers are President James Zack, District IV Chairman, and Superintendent of the 
Shamokin School District; Vice-President Frank Majikes, District II Chairman and Principal of the 
Wilkes-Barre Area Career and Technical Center, and Treasurer James Manners, District IX 
Chairman, and Brockway Area School . 
 
Please allow me an opportunity to introduce members of our Executive Staff who are in attendance.  
Despite being the sixth largest state in the number of participating athletes and schools, we have 
one of the smallest staffs in the country.  With only 13 employees, we have responsibility for the 
participation of 315,000 athletes, 1442 member schools and approximately 14,000 registered 
officials. We are one of the oldest state associations in the nation and celebrate our centennial 
anniversary this year. 
 
Also, with us today are our legislative counsel, Mr. John Milliron, and our Director of Legal Affairs, 
Mr. Michael Solomon. 
 
Talking points: 
 
Act 91- 
All 13 aspects of Act 91 have long-since been completed and PIAA continues to comply since our 
report to the PAOC of March 15, 2004. 
 
We have 5 topics we would like to discuss with you in summary form. 
  

1. The Packel Case - 
This case began in 1973 when the Attorney General sued PIAA on behalf of a girl who wanted to 
participate in boys' sports.  In 1975, the Commonwealth Court directed PIAA to allow boys and 
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girls to participate together.  The order was not limited to girls playing on boys' teams.  In 2013, the 
case was reopened and in August 2013, the Court narrowed the scope of the 1975 injunction to make 
clear that the court only intended to bar PIAA from interfering with girls seeking to play boys' 
sports.  If PIAA chooses to restrict boys from playing girls' sports, the 1975 injunction is not a bar 
to doing so.   To promote participation by both genders in a fair competitive environment, PIAA, as 
with all other states, has always classified sports by gender.  Individual sport rules may differ by 
gender because of the differences in the physical attributes of the sexes.  For example, there are 
lower qualifying standards in T&F; a lower net in VB; a smaller ball in BB.  The separate 
classifications also provide more of an opportunity for females to participate in athletics.   If boys, 
as a group, are permitted to freely participate in girls' sports, there is little doubt that they would 
shift the competitive balance and preclude girls from equal opportunities to participate in high 
school sports. 
 
The challenge, of course, is in developing a policy that is compliant with state law and addresses 
the legitimate interests of both genders.  Therefore, the BOD has started the three reading protocol 
to develop a by-law to address this issue.  The proposed approach utilizes a 3 prong test to be 
determined by the administration of each individual school.  
 
The 3 points are: 

 If a school has a Team in a student's gender, the student must play on that team 
 

 If a school does not have a girls' team in a sport, such as football or wrestling, girls may 
play on the school's boys' team.   

 
 Boys may play on a Girls' Team if three criteria are met:  (1) the student's school does not 

sponsor a Boys' Team in that sport, (2) the Principal determines that the overall boys' athletic 
program at the student's school provides fewer opportunities for boys to participate than for 
girls, and (3) the Principal determines that the boy would not displace any girl on the Team 
and would not provide his Team with an unfair competitive advantage.  

  
This approach has been approved on a first reading basis and is currently being reviewed by our 
membership and constituent groups.  Modifications may be considered when raised for a second 
reading next week or prior to a final reading this spring.  The plan is for any changes to be effective 
for the 2014-2015 school year. 
 

2. Football Safety -   
 
We have also developed a concussion management protocol that educates players, coaches and their 
parents to the issues involved with concussions. This protocol requires that players be removed from 
contests if they show symptoms of concussions.  To return to play, the student must be evaluated 
and cleared by an MD or DO. This applies to all sports. 
 
In football, we have also placed a limit on contact during the regular season to 3 days per week 
outside of competition to minimize contact and head trauma.  
 
Parents and players must sign off on the pre-season health evaluation form and certify that they 
have reviewed the concussion guidelines and are aware of the symptoms and proper management 
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of concussions.  
 
Coaches are required to complete an online education program regarding concussions, give 
confirmation to their athletic administration and be aware of the symptoms of concussions and their 
management for their players and teams prior to the season. 
 
We have also enacted a mandatory heat acclimatization program for schools to assist in preparing 
football players’ participation in hot weather conditions.  The process provides for the first 3 days 
of preseason practice to be conducted with limited contact. 
 
 

3. Coaching Education –  
We have enacted a coaching education requirement which mandates that all interscholastic coaches 
complete certain courses prior to their coaching our students.  This becomes effective in 2016. The 
timing gives us 2 years lead time to get all coaches educated in the principles of coaching and 
providing first aid for athletes. This is a terrific initiative by our BOD and they have worked 
diligently through all sorts of processes and constituencies to make this a reality. We are very proud 
of this initiative and our coaches association, the PCA, and our athletic directors association, 
PSADA, are wholeheartedly supportive of this action. 
 

4. Private vs. Public-  
In 1972, the General Assembly adopted legislation requiring PIAA to accept private schools.  Over 
the past 42 years, we have treated public and private schools equally and believe, for the most part, 
that it has worked very well.  We do recognize that there is a significant constituency which believes 
that private schools have an unfair competitive advantage.  They point to the success of private 
schools in certain high profile sports where private school success exceeds their percentage of 
membership in PIAA.  While this complaint is often heard around the basketball finals, this year, 6 
of our 8 football finalists were from private or charter schools.  The situation is not unique to PIAA 
and other state associations have addressed the issue in a myriad of ways.  At present, though, and 
unless directed to do so by the General Assembly, PIAA does not contemplate any action in this 
area.  It is our intention to enforce our anti-recruiting and anti-athletic transfer rules uniformly to 
public and private schools alike.     
 
On an analogous issue, Charter schools have caused a real concern for our membership, because 
many believe some are being abused for athletic purposes and to provide open season for athletic 
transfers.   Where tuition requirements provide at least somewhat of a break on transfers to private 
schools, that deterrent does not exist in the area of charter schools.  The charter schools thus create 
an uneven playing field and are magnets for athletes in particular sports to gather and form all-star 
teams. We will continue to comply with state law on the issue but we think that the General 
Assembly should be aware of an unanticipated consequence of the current charter school structure.    
 

5. 100th Anniversary –  
As you have noted by so graciously recognizing us on the floor of the House on November 20, 
2013, we are in our 100th year.  Our anniversary date was December 29, 2013 and we have a number 
of celebrations that will be taking place through all championships this calendar year. We would be 
honored to have any of you, or your colleagues, be part of these celebrations and these events will 
encompass our winter, spring and fall championships.  Please note that our anniversary logo was 
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designed by Mia Rosanio, a student at Springfield Twp HS. Her logo was selected from the 481 
entries from senior and junior high students in the Commonwealth.  We will recognize her and her 
family at our basketball championships. 
 
Thank you for allowing me a few moments to update you. Myself and our staff are available to 
answer any questions or concerns you may have.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to be with you today. It is appreciated. 
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APPENDIX 5 Testimony – April 1, 2014 
 
 

Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Committee 
April 1, 2014 
Main Capitol 
Room B-31 

 
PIAA Presentation: 
 

 
 

Good morning and thank you for the opportunity to be part of this discussion on charter schools. 
 
I am Bob Lombardi, Executive Director of the PIAA and with me this morning are PIAA Chief 
Operating Officer, Mark E. Byers, and PIAA Director of Legal Affairs, Michael L. Solomon. 
 
We are here to share with you some information and concerns from our membership relating to 
how students enrolled at charter schools participate in interscholastic athletics. 
 

PIAA  is  an  association  of  member  high  schools  and  junior  high  schools.  Presently, our 
membership of 1,416 schools consists of 760 senior high schools and 656 junior high schools. Of 
these schools, we have 45 charter schools; 39 of which are senior high schools. 
 

As you are aware, by statute, students who attend charter schools are eligible to participate in 
interscholastic  sports  at  those  charter  schools  for  sports  sponsored  by  those  schools.    The 
students are also eligible at their home public school for all other sports.  The theory behind this 
approach undoubtedly seemed good in concept.   The reality, though, has been a bit different, 
particularly in the case of one sport. 
 

Make no mistake.  This is a basketball issue and, in particular, a boys' basketball issue.  Since the 
conception and admittance to PIAA of charter schools, charter schools have had a significant 
impact upon competition in this sport.   Since 2006, we have had 8 charter schools win PIAA 
boys basketball championships.  During this period, we have had 12 charter schools compete for a 
PIAA boys' basketball championship.   We all know that some schools and teams tend to do well 
in particular sports.  So, why, you might ask, is this a problem?  There are several reasons. 
 

First, the nature of today's basketball game, particularly with small rosters and the proliferation of 
AAU teams, where the best players join with each other to play for the best regional AAU squads, 
provides the perfect ingredients to promote formation of powerhouses at charter schools. Because 
they can enroll students from multiple school districts without the students having to pay tuition, 
charter schools become magnets for basketball programs, ultimately forming all-star teams of the 
best players in the region.  This creates an obvious imbalance in competition. 
 

A couple of illustrations might be of use.  Let's start with the understanding that, in the sport of 
basketball, most of our charter schools are “A” teams.  This year, a charter school won the A Boys' 
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basketball title and played another charter school in the finals. 
 
This year, we had a small charter school that had done quite well in the previous season, but had 
lost most of its players to graduation.   Then, six new basketball players enrolled, all of them 
transferring as juniors or seniors.  Most of our A schools are from small communities.  They do 
not have that ability to completely "re-load".  They would have the next advancing class that 
would move up from their junior high. 
 

Another school, which draws from dozens of school districts, had two basketball players travel at 
least 50 miles each way to attend the school. 
 

The all-star nature of these teams is illustrated by the fact that these charter schools seem to 
travel widely to compete against top teams from other states.  One team this year played against 
national powers in New York, Washington DC, Maryland and Florida. The team played 8 games 
against out of state teams and 13 games versus its regular state opponents. 
 

This year, one of our charter schools rolled over opponents in the PIAA A boys' championship 
basketball tournament, winning its first four games by an average of 45 points.  It was challenged 
only in the finals, where they played another charter school, which had won its four playoff 
games by an average of 23 points.   From a competitive standpoint, charter schools have made 
obsolete any realistic competition with traditional public schools. 
 

Secondly, charter schools provide an inherently conflicting competitive environment.   Students 
who return to their home districts to play football against each other then play basketball together on 
the same team, only to then separate again to run track and field against each other.  School loyalties 
and pride are severed through these conflicts.  Moreover, the dual enrollment status is different 
than we have for any other student.  In no other situation is a student eligible at multiple schools. 
 

Finally, our membership feels like they are using taxpayer monies to fund two athletic programs; 
their own as well as charter schools.  This is causing a financial stress on schools budget in challenging 
economic times.  While the public school needs to sponsor sports that are desired by its residents, 
the charter school is free to host selective sports and funnel its resources to these sports.  This 
places a dual burden on the host school because they have to accommodate the charter school 
students who then return "back home" to play all other sports. 
 

These are serious problems that will not go away on their own. The only solution we see is a 
legislative one.  If a public school sponsors a sport, the student should be eligible to participate 
only on that team.  This addresses each of our concerns as it maintains school loyalty, makes eligibility 
uniform for all students, focuses athletic funds for residents at the public school, and eliminates 
the substantial competitive inequities which have become apparent. 
 

Thank you for your time. We are available to address any questions or concerns that you may 
have. 
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Pennsylvania Athletic    Oversight    Committee   

 Testimony    of    Matt    Ehrlich     

Director of    Athletics,    MaST    Community    Charter    School    

April    1,    2014     

    Honorable Members    of    the    Oversight    Committee:     

Good Morning,    My    name    is    Matt    Ehrlich    and    I    am    the    Athletic    Director    at    MaST    Community    C

harter    School    (Math,    Science,    and    Technology    Community    Charter    School).    John    Swoyer    III,    

my    school’s    CEO,    asked    me    to    be    here    today    on    his    behalf    because    of    my    passion    for    interschol

astic    athletics    as    he    was    unfortunately    unable    to    attend.        I    greatly    appreciate    the    opportunity    to    t

estify    before    you    today.     

Our Board    President    and    Founder,    Karen    DelGuercio,    envisioned    a    public    charter    school    that    de

veloped    innovative    thinkers    and    a    state--‐of--‐the--‐

art    environment    throughout    our    organization    including    our    teachers,    administrators,    and    most    i

mportantly,    our    students.        MaST    focuses    on    raising    the    bar    in    education    and    interaction    in    the    cl

assroom    through    a    variety    of    resources    and    creative    initiatives    under    the    umbrella    of    STREAM    

(Science,    Technology,    Robotics,    Engineering,    Arts,    and    Math)    centered    education.    We    prepare    

students    to    be    well--‐

rounded    individuals    for    the    next    level    of    their    careers.    94    percent    of    our    students    went    to    colleg

e    last    year    with    over    7    million    dollars    in    scholarship    money.     

                                                While we    have    had    tremendous    success    on    the    academics    side,    the    same    cannot    be    said    

about    our    athletics    program    –    at    least    from    a    wins/losses    perspective.        We    currently    offer    14    sp

orts    for    our    middle    and    high    school    populations    –    7    at    the    high    school    level    (8    if    including    chee

rleading)    and    7    at    the   

middle school    level.        I’d    like    to    share    with    you    our    winning    percentages    for    each    of    our    high    
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 school    sports over    the    last    3    years:     

• Boys Soccer    –    28%     

• Girls Soccer    –    26%     

• Girls Volleyball    –    50%     

• Baseball –    34%     

• Softball –    36%     

• Boys Basketball    –    21%     

• Girls Basketball    –    18%     

                                                  Over this    3    year    span,    our    sports    teams    aggregated    a    combined    record    of    101    wins,    246    l

osses,    and    3    ties    which    equates    to    an    overall    winning    percentage    of    29.1%.        While    our    lack    of    su

ccess    in    the    standings    is    unfortunate    despite    the    continuous    hard    work    of    our    athletic    program    st

akeholders,    words    cannot    do    justice    in    describing    just    how    valuable    these    athletic    experiences    h

ave    been    for    our    student--‐

athletes.        I    would    also    like    to    note    that    since    we    became    a    PIAA    member    in    2004,    we    have    had    z

ero    PIAA    infractions.      I    know    that’s    not    the    case    with    all    charter    schools,    but    it’s    also    not    the    

 case    with    all    private    and    traditional    public    schools,    so    any    agenda    of    trying    to    ban    charter     

schools    due    to    their    recent    success    in    winning    six    boys’    basketball    championships    since    2006    

 needs    to    be    looked    at    on    a    much    higher    level    than    simply    going    after    the    charter    schools.        If    ther

e    are    ever    any    PIAA    violations,    regardless    of    the    type    of    school    it    is,    each    situation    needs    to    be    l

ooked    at    on    an    individual,    case--‐by--‐

case    basis,    and    each    school    needs    to    be    accountable    for    its    own    actions.     

The most    important    component    in    this    debate    has    to    focus    on    the    charter    school    students    in    Pen

nsylvania    and    the    opportunities    we    give    them    as    educators,    coaches,    administrators,    and    legislat

ors.        Simply    put,    we    cannot    jeopardize    opportunities    for    student    growth    and    development    as    par
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t    of    a     controversy geared    around    funding.        If    charter    schools    are    no    longer    able    to    sponsor    athlet

ic    teams,    how    exactly    would    those    kids    be    effected?    It’s    nowhere    near    as    simple    as    telling    them   

 they    can    still    play    high    school    sports,    but    they    need    to    play    for    their    local    public    high    school.        

While    this    may    be    the    politically    correct    proposal    to    make    while    theoretically    still    giving    the    sa

me    opportunities    to    students,    the    reality    is    that    it    will    significantly    impact    charter    school    student

s    in    countless    negative    ways.        Athletics    are    a    learning    tool    -

-‐    just    like    every    classroom    subject.        They    are    central    to    social    development,    building    confidence

,    fostering    growth,    and    teambuilding,    and    these    intangibles    are    priceless    components    of    the    ove

rall    school    experience    regardless    of    the    win/loss    record.        Are    charter    school    students    not    entitle

d    to    these    essential    skills    in    the    confines    of    their    own    school    buildings?        Think    about    when    you    

were    in    high    school.        Did    you    play    on    a    team?        Did    you    have    pep    rallies    for    your    school’s    team

s?        Did    you    have    school    spirit    based    around    your    athletic    teams?        I    certainly    did,    and    some    of    th

e    best    memories    I    have    from    my    high    school    days    revolve    around    these    experiences    with    my    fri

ends.        These    are    pillars    of    a    memorable    educational    experience    that    need    to    be    cherished    -

-‐    not    attacked.     

So what    would    MaST    Community    Charter    School    look    like    without    athletics?        Last    week,    I    inte

rviewed    several    high    school    student--‐

athletes    in    our    program    about    their    thoughts    and    feelings    about    this    topic    and    how    it    would    affe

ct    them    if    they    were    mandated    to    play    at    their    local    high    school    instead    of our    school.        Here    are    

some    of    their    paraphrased    answers:     

• From a    junior    girls’    soccer    player    -

-‐    “I    probably    wouldn’t    go    and    try    out    for    their    team.        All    of    my    friends    are    at    MaST,    and    that’s   

 where    I’m    comfortable.        I    think    I’d    feel    like    an    outcast.        Plus,    I    wouldn’t    have    any    way    to    get    

there    in    time    for    practices    and    games.”     
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• From a    freshman    girls’    volleyball    and    softball    player    –    “I’d    still    try    out    because    I    love   

 sports,    but    it    wouldn’t    be    as    fun.        I    don’t    want    to    play    for    another    school    –    I    want    to    pl

ay    for    MY    school.        It    would    be    awful    if    this    happens.        It’ll    hurt    school    spirit    because    e

veryone    loves    getting    involved    here    --‐    even    if    the    teams    lose    many    of    their    games.”     
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a team    playing    for    a    quad    “A”    school.        We    have    a    great    opportunity    here    because    we’re    sma

ll    and    everyone    gets    a    fair    shot.        Plus,    everyone’s    grades    would    probably    suffer    because    lots    

of    students    use    playing    sports    as    motivation    to    keep    their    grades    up.”     

 As a    side    note:        MaST    has    a    significantly    stricter    academic    eligibility    policy    tha

n    what    is    required    by    PIAA.        With    the    exception    of    a    two    week    probationary    period,    students    h

ave    to    be    passing    all    classes    at    all    times    in    order    to    be    eligible    to    play    for    our    teams.     

• From a    junior    boys’    soccer    and    basketball    player    –    “I’d    probably    still    try    out,    but    it    wo

uld    be    awful.        We    love    playing    for    our    school    and    our    school    community.        It’s    part    of    

who    we    are.        I    wouldn’t    have    a    whole    lot    of    confidence    going    into    tryouts    somewhere    e

lse,    and    I’d    probably    get    cut.        But    even    if    I    didn’t,    I    don’t    see    any    way    I’d    actually    be    a

ble    to    get    over    there    in    time    for    practices    anyway.        If    I    wound    up    leaving    school    early    o

n    a    regular    basis,    I’d    miss    a    ton    of    work    for    my    last    class    of    the    day    and    could    very    pos

sibly    fail    the    class    because    I’m    struggling    in    there    as    it    is.”     

• From sophomore    girls’    volleyball    player    –    “I    wouldn’t    try    out.        Most    of    the    friends    I’

ve    made    at    MaST    came    through    playing    on    the    girls’    volleyball    team,    and    being    with   

 them    is    what    I    care    about most.        I    don’t    know    where    I’d    be    without    our    volleyball    tea

m    in    my    life.”     

As you    can    see,    the    kids    would    be    devastated,    and    many    wouldn’t    even    bother    trying    out    for    

another    team    because    it    would    lack    authenticity.        Additionally,    many    wouldn’t    even    be    able    t

o    try    due    to    transportation    issues.        We    have    students    that    come    as    far    as    20    miles    away    withi

n    the    City    of    Philadelphia.        In    many    situations,    it’s    physically    impossible    for    students    to    get    f

rom    our    school    to    their    local    schools    without    missing    substantial    amounts    of    class    time    and/o

r    practice/game    time.        Shouldn’t    our    students    have    the    same    opportunities    to    play    without    ha

ving    to    miss    half    of    their    practices    every    to organize    their    schedules    accordingly    so    they    can    
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drive    a    studentathlete    from    school    to    school    on    a    daily    basis?        And    if    playing    a    sport    means    a   

 tremendous    amount    to    a    student,    should    the    parents    really    have    to    struggle    over    a    decision    be

tween    staying    at    a    highachieving    charter    school    without    the    sport    and switching    to    a    lowachi

eving    traditional    public    school    that    has    the    sport    just    so    his/her    son/daughter    has    an    opportun

ity    to    play?        Would    you    want    to    have    to    make    that    decision    for    your    son    or    daughter?        If    your   

 child    had    the    opportunity    to    attend    one    of    the    top    30    schools    in    Pennsylvania    academically    (a

ccording    to    US    News    and    World    Report),    one    with    over    5,300    students    on    their    wait    list    and    

only    allowing    100    kids    in    per    year    due    to    being    capped    by    Philadelphia,    wouldn’t    you    want    t

o    take    advantage    of    this    for    your    child?        The    bottom    line    is    this:        if    charter    athletics    were    eli

minated,    regardless    of    what    is    said    about    charter    school    students    still    having    the    chance    to    pl

ay    for    their    local    high    school    teams,    they    really    don’t    and    that’s    not    fair    to    them.        

 Charter    schools    are    public    schools    by    legislative    mandate    and    court    decision,    and     

they    should    be    given    the    same    opportunities    as    all    traditional    public    schools.        The    state    sees    c

harter    funding    as    money    that    follows    the    child    to    pay    for    the    whole    school    experience.        There

fore,    if    a    child    is    enrolled    in    a    charter    school,    why    wouldn’t    those    dollars    go    to    fund    their    exp

erience?  

But even    if    they    didn’t,    a    large    portion    of    MaST’s    athletic    program    expenses    (including    unifo

rms,    transportation,    and    tournament    fees)    are    paid    for    by    the    widespread    fundraising    efforts    t

hat    our    parents    and    studentathletes    promote    within    our    school    community.        My    final    point    ab

out    funding    is    tied    to    thetaxpayers.        Think    about    parents    of    charter    school    students    that    are    pa

ying    taxes    to    the    City    of    Philadelphia,    but    now    their    children    won’t    have    the    same    athletic    op

portunities    as    school    district    students    –    just    because    they    got    lucky    in    our    lottery    and    exercise

d    their    right    to    send    their    students    to    a    higher    achieving    academic    institution.        Failure    to    prov
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ide    the    same    opportunities    would    be    unfair    and    an    extremely    discriminatory    practicealready 

play    at    another    school    for    sports    we    do    not    sponsor    as    part    of    a    

 cooperative    sponsorship.        Please    keep    in    mind    that    this    school    would,    in    fact,    be    the    local    hig

h    school    for    many    of    our    students.        I    asked    them    about    their    experiences    and    any    hardships    th

ey    have    to    face    about    playing    for    another    school.        Without    quoting    any    individual    students,    h

ere    are    some    of    the    common    responses:     

• Transportation to    the    school    in    a    timely    manner    is    a    major    issue.       It    either    involves    st

udents    leaving    our    school    extremely    early    (and    missing    class    time)    to    take                                publi

c    transportation,    or    it    creates    hardships    for    family    members    needing    to    be                  availabl

e    on    a    daily    basis    to    take    the    students    where    they    need    to    go.     

• Several students    felt    like    outcasts    on    the    team    because    they    didn’t    know    anyone.         

• One student    said    he    felt    physically    intimidated    walking    into    that    environment.     

• Two students    said    they    were    accepted    onto    the    team,    but    they    only    thought    it    was                        be

cause    of    their superior    skill    levels    that    they    brought    to    the    team.     

• One student    said    the    coach    very    clearly    favored    the    school’s    players    over    the    other                 pla

yers    that    came via    cooperative    sponsorship.     

• One student    said    he    felt    threatened    because    another    student    from    the    school    he                     pla

yed    at    made    comments    to    him    about    how    he    didn’t    belong    at    their    school    or    on    their    

athletic    teams    since    he    went    to    MaST    and    that    his    spot    on    the    team    should                 have    go

ne    to    someone    from    the    host    school.        This    occurred    last    year,    and    the                                   student    at    

my    school    opted    not    to    try    out    for    the    team    again    this    year    because    he            didn’t    want    t

o    be    in    that    environment.         

These issues    are    problematic,    but    students    and    parents    accept    them    going    in    as    the    unfortunate    

byproduct    that    comes    with    additional    opportunities    we    have    made    available    to    them    to    play    sp
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ecific    sports    that    we    cannot    offer.        This    needs    to    be    the    rare    exception    and    not    the    rule.        Think    

about    how    much    tension,    bullying,    and    violence    this    would    add    to    our    schools    if    instead    of    thi

s    happening    with    one    student here    or    there,    it’s    happening    with    thousands    of    students    across    th

e    state    going    back    to    their    local    public    schools.        What    kind    of    environment    would    we    be    creati

ng    because    of    our    reckless    decision    making?        Furthermore,    speaking    as    a    health    and    physical    e

ducation    teacher    for    a    moment,    can    we    really    afford    as    a    society     

to    create    fewer    and    fewer    athletic    opportunities    for    students    in    high--‐

risk    areas    with    the    ongoing    childhood    obesity    epidemic?     

In closing,    I    believe    charter    schools    can    make    a    difference.    Is    the    foundational    purpose    of    a    chart

er school    to    provide    a    unique    alternative    school    model    focusing    on    academic    and                   program    dif

ferences?        Yes.        But    should    the    freedom    to    attend    one    come    at    the    expense    of    a                  student’s    socia

l    development?        Should    we    deprive    students    of    opportunities    to    build    confidence    and    grow    as    te

am    members    with    their    classmates?        It’s    a    sickening    thought,    and    the    answer       is    absolutely    “no.”   

     These    are    priceless    items    that    are    central    cogs    in    the    full    educational                                 experience,    and    they    

cannot    be    jeopardized.        I    appreciate    the    opportunity    you    gave    me    to                               testify    this    morning,    an

d    I’d    be    happy    to    answer    any    questions    you    may    have.     
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April 1, 2014 
 
Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Committee 
 
Testimony of Chris Shovlin 
President, Board of Directors 
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School 
 
Chairman DiGirolomo, Vice Chairman Tomlinson, and members of the committee: 
 
My name is Chris Shovlin.  I serve as President of the Board of Directors for Lincoln Park 
Performing Arts Charter School, a public school located in the Borough of Midland in Beaver 
County. We educate 634 children in grades 7 through 12.  
 
Here with me today are P.K. Poling, our acting CEO and principal, our athletic director, Mike 
Bariski, and – most notably – some of our students who have made the over 4-hour long journey to 
support us: 
 
 Ryan Skovranko, grade 12, of Duquesne 
 Antonio Kellem, grade 11, of Conway 
 Maverick Rowan, grade 10, of Aliquippa 
 
I realize you often have an opportunity to hear from adult special interest groups, but I’m sure you 
would agree that the most important voices emanate from these young people, the ones who are 
truly affected and personally impacted by the decisions you make within our state Capitol.  
 
It’s an honor to testify today within these hallowed halls. But the halls we walk in Midland are 
even more hallowed to me. One leads to our basketball gym, and the fabled floor that launched six 
PIAA State Championship teams, including one, that to this day, is recognized as the greatest high 
school team in history – the 1965 Midland High School Leopards.  Even so, the most hallowed of 
our halls are the ones that lead to the classrooms, studios, and theaters inside the magnificent 
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School – a mecca of education that was born through the 
visionary determination of our people and our school leaders.  
 
You see, back in the mid-80’s in the wake of the steel industry collapse, Midland’s tax base 
crumbled and we were forced to send our children to be educated in Ohio, because surrounding 
school districts in our own state would not take them…and because our representatives in 
Harrisburg at that time turned a deaf ear toward us.   
 
After the establishment of charter schools during the Ridge Administration, forward thinking 
educators, policymakers and the community came together, we rebounded, and the Lincoln Park 
Performing Arts Charter School was founded in 2006.  
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Since then, hundreds of students have come to Lincoln Park to find opportunities they couldn’t 
even imagine in their home districts. In some cases, they came because they are different and we 
are different. We revel in being different. We have a unique school. Sadly, even some came to 
escape the way they were treated at home - because they’re different.   
 
Our students are offered world-class training in music, theater, dance, creative writing, media arts, 
and health science and the arts, along with a flexible and challenging core academic program – and 
the opportunity to participate in interscholastic athletics.  These programs coexist seamlessly, and 
our basketball team honors a proud Midland tradition. 
 
Our students come from 75 different school districts over seven counties, because of our 
commitment to a world-class arts education, our determination to build creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills, and our incredible facilities. They come because they can get at our school 
something they cannot get in their home districts. 
 
While those home districts seemingly do not intend to do anything to change in order to meet the 
needs of these children, through these PIAA proposals, they are saying they want the good athletes 
to play for them, rather than allowing them to play for the school that is meeting their educational 
needs. These proposals would punish our students – children who choose to follow their passion, 
and nurture their talents. Just because a student excels in an arts-related arena, he or she should not 
be deprived of participating in sports, and the character building, team lessons, and physical 
discipline they teach.  
 
Yet, the PIAA persists in its quest to convince the legislature to enact its discriminatory language. 
Its executive director was quoted as saying: "We're going to address charter schools…We think 
they are a problem. And the problem is that the public schools have to fund them. Public schools 
have to fund their own athletic program and then another athletic program and sometimes they 
have to compete against the same school they're funding." 
 
First, everyone should understand that charter schools are public schools. The legislature legally 
established them nearly 17 years ago. Secondly, tax dollars belong to the taxpayers, not the school 
districts. Furthermore, our students’ home districts DO NOT fund our athletic programs. At 
Lincoln Park, our booster club raises all of the money for sports.  
 
In fact, when Lincoln Park founded its Athletic Department, I personally made the motion that was 
unanimously approved by our board: we would host a high school basketball team that would be 
funded without the use of any money coming from our general fund. No monies spent on sports 
come from our general budget - no monies that go toward sports come from tax dollars. The money 
Lincoln Park receives from the home school districts goes toward education - not one penny has 
ever gone to our sports programs.   
 
Even so, if one of our students plays sports in his or her home district, Lincoln Park has to pay that 
district the cost of equipping and even coaching that student. One example is a student-athlete from 
Aliquippa who attends Lincoln Park and plays on our basketball team. That student wanted to play 
football. Since we don’t have a football team, the student plays in his home district. Lincoln Park 
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has to pay the cost of having that student play on the Aliquippa football team. That money is 
coming directly from our general budget. 
 
The PIAA’s website says it “believes that a system that best serves the student-athlete emphasizes 
the amateur, educational, and character-building aspects of high school sports and recognizes that 
athletics is not the driving force. Students are in school primarily to obtain an education.” 
 
Does the PIAA believe that our public school students should be exposed to a different system?  
We believe they should have every opportunity that their peers at traditional public schools have. 
We believe what the PIAA Executive Director once said: “…if you get kids involved, that has such 
a great impact on their academics as well as their future endeavors, and helps make them better 
citizens”. 
 
So if we all agree on that, what is the issue?  It seems to me this is about charters being too 
competitive – winning too many games, and the “almighty dollar.”   
 
Let me assure you that Lincoln Park has established reasonable criteria to evaluate prospective 
students – per the commonwealth’s charter school law – for each of our six departments. All 
students who have met our established criteria have been offered admission. Our enrollment 
process is based on our students’ commitment to these specialties – not sports.  
 
Given that level playing field, let’s look at money. The PIAA’s website says its “principle source 
of revenue is the sale of tickets to its Inter-District Championship Contests.” Operating them is the 
PIAA's largest expense. 
 
The executive director was quoted in several newspapers saying that charters hurt their gate at the 
recent finals in Hershey. The interest in Lincoln Park basketball has never been higher. We traveled 
an estimated 1,000 people to the championship game. That, despite a tip-off time of 2 p.m., the 
middle of a workday – and the fact that the game was televised live and even accessible via mobile 
device.  I personally watched the game on a laptop in a hotel room in Nashville, Tennessee while I 
was on a business trip. Is this argument about allowing our children to fairly compete, or selling 
tickets to pad the PIAA? 
 
These proposed changes have nothing to do with enhancing our children’s education, or building 
their character or helping to shape better citizens. Instead, they treat children like pawns in an adult 
game to make it easier to get more wins and generate more cash.  
Should the female lead in our school musical be forced back to her home district to perform in that 
school’s play? Should the first clarinetist in our orchestra be remanded to his home district to play 
in the marching band there? 
 
Then why would the PIAA want our student-athletes to return to their home districts?   
 
I have a great affinity for Pennsylvania high school athletics.  I do not want to believe that the 
PIAA is in the business of eliminating opportunities for our children. 
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APPENDIX 6 Letters  
 
March 28, 2014 
 
Rep. Gene DiGirolamo, Chairman 
Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Committee 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
49 East Wing 
PO Box 202018 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2018 
 
Dear Chairman: DiGirolamo: 
 
Thank you for requesting information from the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (“PSBA”) 
regarding the issue of charters schools and interscholastic sports. The purpose of this letter is to 
provide some background information on charter schools that might be useful to your Committee in 
considering this matter. 
 
The original intent of the Charter School Law was to provide an opportunity for teachers, parents and 
community members to establish and maintain schools that operate independently from the existing 
school district structure as a method to: 1) improve pupil learning; 2.) increase learning opportunities 
for all pupils; 3.) encourage the use of different and innovative teaching methods; 4.) create new 
professional opportunities for teachers; 5.) provide parents and pupils with expanded choices in 
educational opportunities; and 6.) hold charter schools accountable for meeting measurable academic 
standards. 24 P.S. §17-1701-A. 
 
With respect to charter schools and issues involving interscholastic sports and extracurricular activities, 
the Charter School Law is largely silent with one notable exception. The contents of an application to 
establish a charter school must include a provision that states whether any agreements have been 
entered into or plans developed with a local school district regarding participation of charter school 
students in extracurricular activities within the district. The same provision of the law prohibits a 
school district from excluding a charter student who is a resident of the district from participating in 
extracurricular activities within the school district if the student fulfills the district’s requirements for 
participation in the activity. 24 P.S. § 17-1719-A(14). Due to this provision, most school districts 
permit charter students to participate in extracurricular activities including district sports teams. 
According to a Basic Education Circular on charter schools, PDE opines that, “The resident school 
district may charge the charter school for charter student participation in extracurricular activities, 
since these costs were part of the per-pupil payment that is paid to charter schools. This fee is on a 
“cost basis”, with the resident school district neither losing nor making money, as determined by the 
school district using the expenses of each activity, including coach or director, uniforms, transportation 
and miscellaneous costs.” 
 
Charter schools are funded by payments made from the charter student’s school district of residence 
to the charter school. Simply put, the specific amount based on a formula follows the student from his 
district of residence to the charter school. A charter school student’s district of residence is required to 
pay the charter school “no less than the budgeted total expenditure per average daily membership of 
the prior school year as defined in Section 2501(20) minus the budgeted expenditures of the district of 
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residence for nonpublic programs…”  24 P.S. § 17-1725-A(a)(2).  School districts are also obligated to 
pay an additional supplement for each special education student enrolled within a charter school.  24 
P.S. § 17-1725-A(a)(3). While there are school district expenditures that the district is permitted to 
subtract from payments to charter schools such as expenditures for adult education programs, 
transportation services, etc., expenditures for extracurricular activities are not included in that list of 
deductions.  
 
Thank you for your brining this matter to our attention. If you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sean A. Fields 
Deputy General Counsel, Government Affairs 
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BOROUGH OF MIDLAND 
 

936 Midland Avenue 
Midland, Pa 15059 

 
 
 
Phone 724.643.4170  Fax 724.643.9856  Email:  midland@midlandboro.org 

 

Angela Adkins 
Mayor 
 
March 26, 2014 

Paul E. Anthony 
President 

Diane M. Kemp 
Borough Manager 

 
 
 
Pennsylvania Athletic Oversight Commission 
141 Ryan Legislation Office Building 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
In Re:                         Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School 
Borough of Midland 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
It has been brought to the attention of the Borough Council of the Borough of Midland that the 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) is exploring the possibility of excluding 
charter schools from participating in sports within the jurisdiction of the PIAA. 
 
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School is located in our small town of 2,635 residents and we 
are a proud community, diverse in our ethnicity and as many former steel towns in our state, is  
struggling every  day  to  provide  hope  and  opportunity  to  our  residents.  Lincoln Park 
Performing Arts Charter School has been a welcomed catalyst in achieving that goal. 
 
Our name sake Midland High School closed in 1986 due to dire economic straits with the 
demise of the steel industry and our students had to be bussed to neighboring Ohio. 
 
The establishment of Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School has played a huge part in 
resurrecting our town and the Midland children and other students that attend the school walk 
around their campus and our town with smiles of promise rather than frowns of sadness 
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Page 2 
March 26, 2014 
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School 
Borough of Midland 
 

 
 
As your association well knows, that any teams success whether it be on a high school, college 
or professional level brings a certain amount of envy and even disdain from their rivals and we 
are hopeful any pressure  you endure from the peers  of Lincoln  Park Performing Arts Charter 
School is given due and just consideration. 
 
If the PIAA deems it necessary to take action to eliminate charter schools from providing 
interscholastic sports to its students, then we as governing entities have failed our children, our 
communities and society as a whole. 
 
It must be assumed that the rationale of punishing the student athletes of public charter schools 
will certainly be coupled with eliminating athletics in tuition based institutions such as Quigley 
High School, Central Catholic High School and Sewickley Academy where many families send 
their children for educational and possibly religious reasons if these parents can afford the cost 
of the varied rates of tuition.   From information that has been dispensed over the years, there 
are monetary grants or tuition assistance available for children that may not have the financial 
means and some of those students participate in athletics as well. 
 
Parents choose to send their children to these diversified educational institutions because they 
are of the opinion that it its best for their child/children and that same logic is why parents elect 
to have their child/children attend charter schools. 
 
Under  the  flag  of due  diligence  and in  all fairness  to Lincoln  Park  Performing  Arts Charter 
School, I am sure the aforementioned  will be considered  within your association  as they may, 
also, be a perceived as a threat by some. 
 
Our Borough Council supports equality in every aspect and we respectfully  solicit your prompt 
and  positive  consideration  in  allowing  the  student  athletes  at  Lincoln  Park  Performing  Arts 
Charter School to continue in the pursuit of their dreams in academia as well as athletics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
orough Council 
 
PEA:DM

K CC:  

File 

 


