
Chairman Gillespie, Chairman Barbin and members of the House Game and Fisheries 
Committee, 

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Deer Farmers Association (PDFA), I am providing 
testimony for today's hearing regarding Chronic Wasting Disease, also referred to as CWD. The 
PDFA is compelled to set the record straight regarding CWD in both wild and privately-owned 
deer. 

PDFA- Background and History 

Deer farming is the propagation or raising of deer, elk and a variety of other cervid 
species. It's considered livestock farming. Farmed deer provide for a variety of purposes, 
including but not limited to venison production, hunting scents, breeding stock, hunting stock, 
antlers for crafts and collections, germ plasma, and exhibition. 

The Pennsylvania Deer Farmers Association was formed over 15 years ago with the 
mission to preserve, protect, and promote the ethical raising and managing of private cervid 
operations in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. There are currently 847 family owned and 
operated private deer facilities in the state, with herd sizes ranging from a few deer to several 
hundred deer. Pennsylvania is ranked second in the nation in terms of the number of deer 
farms; Texas is first in the nation. Nationally, our industry has an economic impact of nearly $8 
billion. 

In 2006, legislation was passed by the Legislature placing regulatory authority of all 
private deer farm facilities under the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. As farmers, herd 
health is a priority if we want to be successful in our livestock enterprise, the Department's staff 
of animal health professionals provide the experience and training to properly implement 
disease management and inventory protocols currently adopted by our industry. As a livestock 
industry within the Commonwealth, we look forward to maintaining our cooperative relationship 
with the Department of Agriculture. 

CWD is a neurological disease specific to cervidae (deer, elk, and moose) that causes 
chronic weight loss and eventually death. CWD is a prion disease in the family of diseases 
known as Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, or TSE's. Other diseases in this family 
include BSE (Cattle), Scrapie (Sheep), CJD (humans), Mink encephalopathy (Mink), Kuru 
(Humans) and recently a prion disease was discovered in camels in Northern Africa. The Center 
for Disease Control has stated that CWD is likely spread between animals via bodily fluids, 
through direct contact, or through environmental contamination of soil, food, or water. And 
although there are no reported cases of CWD in humans, the World Health Organization 
recommends that humans avoid consuming infected venison. 



testing requirements for wild deer, so it's difficult to accurately identify the impact of CWD in the 
wild populations. However, the privately-owned deer are under the jurisdiction of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. 

CWD Monitoring Programs 

In 2006, PDFA worked tirelessly with the Department of Agriculture ensuring all deer 
farmers were required to be in one of two CWD monitoring programs. All Pennsylvania herds 
with CWD susceptible species must participate in either the Herd Certification Program (HCP) or 
Herd Monitoring Program (HMP). HCP's are required to test 100% of all age eligible 
mortalities (12 months of age or older) for CWD. HMP's are required to test 50% of all age 
eligible mortalities (12 months or older) for CWD. In addition, intensive inventory and permitting 
processes are required under both programs. These programs implement the highest level of 
testing and traceability of any deer herds, wild or farmed, in the state. Through these two CWD 
monitoring programs, the private deer farm industry tests annually 10-15% of the total herd 
estimated at 23,000 animals. Additionally, over 65% of all the animals that died in these private 
herds were tested for CWD in 2017. Because the Department. of Agriculture has mandated that 
their herds are the most tested herds in the state, they have allowed for the best management 
and control to be implemented if and when the disease finds its way into a private herd. 

In stark contrast, PGC tests less than 1 % of the total wild deer herd annually. In 2017, 
they tested more mortalities than ever before, testing about 2% of the harvested wild deer. 

To be clear, there is risk when dealing with CWD. The farmed deer CWD programs are 
designed to quickly identify disease and allow for real control measures to take place preventing 
further spread and/or remove all live animal disease risk from the CWD positive premise. When 
CWD is identified on a deer farm, we have the responsibility to take the following steps: 

A quarantine is immediately implemented on the facility. No animals move in or out of the 
facility. 

A herd assessment is initiated; any animals linked to that facility within the last five years 
are also quarantined. 

The herd may be depopulated dependent on a risk assessment of the herd and availability 
of indemnity funds. 

These steps are only successfully implemented because of the extensive record keeping 
mandated by our CWD Monitoring Programs. 

Farmers do not have to find CWD in their herds to be quarantined. Herds that have been 
affiliated to CWD positives within a five year period are quarantined. These quarantines are 
detrimental to the herd owners and often times it's similar to being a direct CWD positive herd. 
Case in point, our industry had a herd that was quarantined through a trace back from a CWD 
positive animal that was shipped to another facility and multiple years later tested positive for 
CWD. The quarantine by the Department of Agriculture was so severe that the farmer could not 



state and national level our industry has and will continue to fund CWD research. With today's 
current technology we do not have the ability to stop the spread of CWD. Real solution-based 
research is the only answer to putting this disease behind us. Currently, across the nation our 
industry is supporting and funding CWD research involving CWD Vaccines, Genetic resistance 
to CWD, and Live testing for CWD. In addition, we also support research based on best 
management practices to help protect our herds from CWD until a solution is found. Currently 
an electric barrier fencing study is being conducted at the Penn State University Deer Research 
Facility. PDFA supports this research, which will hopefully allow for a more cost-effective 
approach to utilizing double barriers as a management option for our farmers in avoiding direct 
contact with wild deer, especially in areas where disease has only been discovered on one side 
of the fence. All of this research has benefits to both farmed and wild deer when it comes to 
managing and controlling CWD and should be supported by all stakeholders involved in the 
CWD discussion. As deer farmers, we will continue to invest our time and money on research 
for cost-effective ways to protect our herds and on science for management and potentially one 
day elimination of the disease. No amount of wild surveillance can eliminate CWD. Research 
and breakthrough technologies will ultimately provide the pathway for controlling this disease. 

It's our belief that rapidly expanding CWD infections in wild herds, ignorance about the 
disease and the Department of Agriculture's disease programs, and a desperate need for 
answers, led the PGC leadership, and others, to paint the deer farmers as a CWD scapegoat. 
We strongly encourage a shift away from these ineffective tactics and would support a renewed 
collaboration with the Department of Agriculture, the Pennsylvania Game Commission, and both 
the House Agriculture and Fish & Game Committee members on disease elimination research. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today. We'll be happy to address any 
of your questions. 

Sincerely, 
Jarrid Barry 
President of PA Deer Farmers Association 




