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Re: Underground Utility Line Protection Law 

My name is Jason Bowes and I represent the four Pennsylvania Sections of the American Society of Civil 

Engineers. I am a Senior Transportation Engineer with a top-ranked engineering and construction 

consultant. I have eleven years of experience working on bridge and highway design and construction 

projects for Penn DOT and the Pennsylvania Turnpike Association. I currently serve as the Legislative 

Chair for the Central Pennsylvania Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). In addition 

to involvement with ASCE on local, state and national levels, I am also involved with several other civil 

and transportation related professional engineering societies. 

ASCE represents more than 6,000 civil engineers and industry professionals throughout Pennsylvania. 

Nationally, the Society boasts some 150,000+ members. Many of these members are those designing 

and building our underground infrastructure. Engineers have the responsibility to consider safety and 

constructability when preparing construction plans and specifications. As those perhaps most familiar 

with how utility systems and grids are built, civil engineers offer a unique yet important perspective 

when it comes to legislation concerning the Underground Utility Line Protection Act, otherwise referred 

to as 'Call Before You Dig' (CBYD). 

The importance of passage of a long-term CBYD law is twofold. What should be most obvious is the 

safety aspect as related to thousands of people from the construction and engineering trades that spend 

time on jobsites with active excavation. It is important to stress that the existence of an efficient, all

encompassing CBYD system is a life and death issue. ASCE strongly opposes any exclusions under a new 

bill. Accidents happen every day. One death that could have otherwise have been prevented is one too 

many. It is true that there are currently many buried utility lines that are "lost or unknown". More 

often than not these utility lines are very old and predate requirements to keep detailed record-keeping. 

Adding additional lines of any type that are unmarked or under exclusion only worsens the situation. As 



additional utilities are built and buried, the likelihood of accidents occurring with unmarked utilities will 

continue to rise if efficient record sharing is not encouraged. 

Beyond being a health and safety issue, identifying the location of underground utilities on construction 

sites is a cost savings issue. Broken unmarked utilities can and do happen. Major change-orders related 

to unmarked utilities can and do happen. Both of these scenarios can be very expensive to deal with. 

The small cost of maintaining accurate records and a quality system does not even compare to the 

unexpected cost of a major design change during construction. Broken utilities often require costly 

emergency repairs. Those affected include not only the owners but also the engineers and contractors 

who are forced to deal with what is often an emergency situation and the public who may experience 

extended unplanned for utility service outages and/or traffic delays when the work impacts streets and 

highways. In the case of public projects, unforeseen costs ultimately mean increases to taxpayers and 

ratepayers or the shelving of projects currently being planned. 

ASCE supports the passage of a bill that extends the sunset provision long-term, provides no exclusions 

of any type and otherwise ensures an efficient CBYD system continues to operate. The Society does not 

take a position as to where governance of the CBYD system ultimately rests, only that an efficient 

system remains in place that ensures the safety of those digging and a decreased risk of major cost 

overruns. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this important matter. 
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