
April 6111, 2016 

To The Honorable, 
Representative Keith Gillespie 
Chair, Game and Fisheries Committee 
Pennsylvania State House of Representatives 
45 East Wing 
PO Box 202047 
Harrisburg, PA 17120·2047 

Dedicated to the Conservation of the Wrfd Turkey 
and the Preservation of Our Hunting Heritage 

Reference: SB 1166, Legislation allowing the PA Game Commission to set its own license fees. 

Dear Chairman Gillesp'1e, 

On behalf of the more than 10,000 adult members of the Pennsylvania State Chapter of the 
National Wild Turkey Federation, I am writing today to express our support for SB 1166 which 
gives authority to the Pennsylvania Game Commission to set its own license fee schedule. 

The National Wild Turkey Federation is a private, non·profit conservation organization that has 
partnered with the Pennsylvania Game Commission and other partners since 1975. We have 
raised greater than 3 million dollars to deliver over 250,000 acres of habitat work and have 
introduced thousands of Pennsylvania residents to the outdoors. Our mission is the 
"Conservation of the Wild Turkey and the Preservation of our Hunting Heritage.~ 

The Pennsylvania Game Commission is an independent state agency, not supported by the 
general tax paying population, and has not received a license increase since 1999. Hunting and 
furbearer license sales are the primary and largest revenue source for the agency. The agency's 
inability to set its own fee structure compromises their ability to respond to inflation and growing 
agency and wildlife needs. 

Without a license increase, Pennsylvania sportsmen and wildlife will suffer the impacts of 
expected annual budget deficits. Budget deficits will result in cuts to important programs such 
as: fewer habitat projects, elimination of the pheasant propagation program, and the cancellation 
of wildlife conservation officer classes. Most importantly, budget deficits will compromise the 
agency's ability to maximize Federal Pittman-Robertson Grant Funds, which directly fund wildlife 
conservation and management, matching the state dollars 3:1. 

Again the NwrF supports SB 1166, and we respectfully request that your committee 
take quick action to send the Bill to the full House for a vote. We stand ready to assist in 
any way that we can. 

Ralph Martone 
President • Pennsylvania Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation 




