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Honorable Members of the Pennsylvania House Committee on Game and 
Fisheries 
501 North 3n1 Street 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Senate Bills 1166 and 1168- Relating to the Powers of the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission and Fish and Boat Commission 

Support 

April 7, 2016 

Members of the Pennsylvania House Committee on Game and Fisheries: 

I write today to express the strong support of the Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation for Senate 
Bills 1166 and 1168 (SB 1166 & SB 1168), legislation that would provide the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission (PGC) and Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) the power to establish license and 
permit fees. 

Through the American System of Conservation Funding, a "user-pays, public-benefits" program, 
Pennsylvania's sportsmen and women are the lifeblood of conservation funding for the two state 
agencies (PGC & PFBC) that are tasked with managing Pennsylvania's fish and wildlife resources 
and their habitat. Seventy-nine years ago, the hunting community initiated this System with the 
passage of the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act (Pittman-Robertson Act) which directed 
excise taxes on firearms and ammunition to a dedicated fund to be used specifically for conservation 
purposes. Further, revenue from sportsmen's licenses was permanently linked to conservation 
through the establishment of this program, laying the foundation for what is now the American 
System of Conservation Funding. Through time, this System has expanded and now includes the 
fishing and boating communities with the passage of the Federal Aid in Sportfish Restoration Act 
(also known as the Dingell-Johnson Act, and the subsequent Wallop-Breaux Amendment) as well 
as the archery community. 

The critical conservation dollars generated through this System fund a variety of efforts in 
Pennsylvania, including: enhanced fish and wildlife habitat and populations, recreational access to 



I 

public and private lands, shooting ranges and boat access facilities, wetlands protection and its 
associated water filtration and flood retention functions, and improved soil and water conservation. 
As such, all Pennsylvanian's benefit from this System, not just hunters and anglers. 

The ability to price hunting and fishing licenses at an appropriate amount and to properly adjust for 
changing economic conditions is critical to the conservation of fish and wildlife resources and their 
habitat. In recent years, political roadblocks have, unfortunately, hindered the ability of hunting and 

fishing license fees to keep pace with inflation - hunting licenses fees have remained the same price 
since 1999, and fishing licenses since 2005. 

Beyond ensuring that license fees keep pace with changing economic conditions, providing the state 
agencies the regulatory authority to adjust fees will allow them to more nimbly implement hunter 
and angler recruitment and retention programs to ensure that tomorrow's funders of state-level 
conservation are brought into the field and onto the water. 

In closing, CSF supports granting authority to the PGC and PFBC to set license and permit fees 
through their rulemaking process, which will help to ensure that Pennsylvania's fish and wildlife 
populations continue to be managed by sound, science-based management for the benefit of all of 
Pennsylvania's citizens for generations to come. We urge a favorable vote for Senate Bills 1166 
and 1168. 

Sincerely, 

Alana Barricks 

Mid-Atlantic States Coordinator 
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation 
110 North Carolina Ave. SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

CC: Governor Tom Wolf 
Robb Miller 
Executive Director John Arway 

Executive Director Matt Hough 
Director Tim Schaeffer 
Director Wayne Laroche 




