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BEFORE THE PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE COMMITTEE 

PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING HOUSE BILL #1357 

STATE LICENSURE OF PLUMBERS 

TESTIMONY OF KEITH RUTHERFORD, BUSINESS MANAGER 

PLUMBERS, PIPEFITTERS, AND HVACR TECHNICIANS LOCAL UNION 520 



Dear Chairwoman Harhart, Chairman Readshaw, and Members of the Professional licensure Committee: 

My name is Keith Rutherford and I am the Business Manager of the Plumbers, Pipefitters, and HVACR 
Technicians Local Union 520, based in Harrisburg, PA. We cover 23 counties, specifically along the 
Susquehanna River basin, from New York to Maryland. Please accept this written testimony in support of 
House Bill 1357, State licensure of Plumbers. 

I am a 38 year member of this local, and I have worked on numerous plumbing jobs in that time. I was also 
an ASHI certified home inspector and have seen various scenarios where bad plumbing jobs, done by 

unlicensed and unskilled plumbers, led to the possibility of health hazards to the homeowner or buyer. 

To put it simply, why would anyone be against state licensing of plumbers? We license general contractors to 
protect the public. We license barbers and beauticians to protect the public. This is so the public can be 
comfortable with the fact that these professionals meet, at the very least, a minimum requirement for their 
craft. Why wouldn't we license the craftsperson who affects public health and safety of very basic needs: safe 

water and waste disposal? This legislation will help ensure that the rights, health, safety, and economic well 
being of all of Pennsylvania's citizens are protected. 

Pennsylvania is one of only six states in the country that do not have a state license for plumbers. All states 
bordering us have a licensing structure in place. Many loca9 authorities honor these licenses from other 
states. This gives out of state contractors an edge - bordering states have no way to reciprocate with 
Pennsy"'ania based plumbing contractors, yet out of state licenses are recognized. We have no uniform 
system for licensing, which hinders Pennsylvania's contractors in bidding and being awarded projects. 

This legislation would change neither existing practices for job or work permitting nor any existing practices 
for jurisdiction or job assignments. It. deals with who is legally allowed to claim themselves as licensed 
plumbers, or plumbers in general. It would give the consumer the ability to verify whether a person claiming 
to be a plumber has actually passed a test to confirm that claim. This would allow consumers the right of 
protection - knowing that the person/contractor hired did not just decide one day to say, today I am a 
plumber. 

It is said throughout the plumbing industry that "The plumber protects the health of the nation." The 
professional craftspeople who I represent share this feeling of responsibility to protect both the public and 
our environment. I cannot fathom why any responsible person, consumer, or company would oppose a 
statewide standard to ensure public safety. Think about hiring a person claiming to be a plumber for your 
own home or business, only to find out that this person does not even meet a minimum requirement or test 
to prove that they do, indeed, know what they are doing. Imagine that a mont h, a week or a few days ago, 
someone you hired to perform work on the systems in your home decided to declare "today I am a plumber." 
State licensing requirements would ensure you are getting a professional, skilled plumber, not a "Mr. Fix-it." 

In closing, I ask you to please support the passage of House Bill #1357. I urge you to support it like your very 
health and safety, as well as that of your family and colleagues, depends on it. It does. 

sincere,, / r/N l:_...2 <. -
Keith Rutherford 
Business Manager 


