
White Comments on Single-Crew Trains 

On July 6, 2013, in the Canadian town of Lac-Megantic, a 74-car freight 

train carrying Bakken crude oil rolled down a hillside and derailed in the 

downtown area, resulting in fire and the explosion of multiple tank cars. 

Forty-seven people were killed, more than 30 buildings in the town's 

center were destroyed, and all but three of the 39 remaining downtown 

buildings were demolished due to petroleum contamination. 

Since then, railroads have proposed eliminating the job of on-board 

conductor, leavingjust an engineer aboard. 

But the Lac-Megantic disaster is an example of what can happen when 

crews are cut. The company that owned the train had just downsized to 

a one-man crew, and regulators found that engineer failed to set the 

brakes properly. 

The two-person train was designed to operate like the pilots and co

pilots of a plane. But that leaves a simple question: What happens if the 

engineer in a one-person train has a heart attack? 



The lone crew member would face much greater responsibility. They 

would have to operate the locomotive, communicate with the train 

dispatcher, signal maintainers, gang foremen, and other train crews. 

The single operator would be responsible for properly giving a visual 

look-over-- or "roll by"-- to other trains he or she passes, and the single 

crew member would be responsible for all paperwork including the 

train's manifest and the position of all hazardous materials in the train. 

These are the duties that would ordinarily fall to the conductor, allowing 

the train' s engineer to focus solely on running the train. 

Workers in the railroad industry have been arguing that more one-person 

crews will mean more out-of-control trains. 

With freight lines running through Philadelphia, including my district, 

should a train carrying crude oil derail so close to our schools, 

businesses and neighborhoods the results would be disastrous. 

That's why I've introduced House Bill 1742. It would require all trains 

and light engines moving freight be staffed with a crew of at least two 

individuals to reduce the risk of a train crash happening so close to our 



communities. 

Under my bill, any person who willfully violates this section may be 

guilty of a summary offense and would, upon conviction, be sentenced 

to pay fines for each violation. 

We cannot wait for another catastrophe to demonstrate the danger in 

reducing the number of crew members on freight trains, especially those 

carrying hazardous materials. 




