
Did you know that in France, in 1841, a mob of tailors, 
angry over new sewing machines doing the job that they 
had previous done, rioted at the sewing machine factory, 
destroying all 80 machines that were there, and almost 
killed the inventor of those particular sewing machine, a 
fellow who was a contemporary of Singer, the very same 
Singer who was famous for the Singer sewing machines. 
Innovation and technology has always been unsettling for 
some and good for most others. That's not a profound 
statement - it's just a fact of life and something that has 
been going on since the onset of the machine age. Horse 
and buggy makers still exist and so do farriers. Some of 
us still hold on to our "super 8MM camera", but I think it's 
for nostalgia. Remember records and record players? Do 
any of us still have "land lines". I don't and haven't had 
one in 10 years, or so. I used to own a typewriter and a 
slide projector. I even owned a pretty good camera not 
too long ago. Milk and cheese was delivered to my house 
when I was a kid. 

You get the idea. We are living in an age that is changing 
almost exponentially. Technology is changing everything. I 
believe that Uber will change the face of transportation as 
we know it today. There is no good reason or excuse to 
have one car drive one person to one location. It is 
excessively expensive, terribly inefficient, and 
tremendously damaging to our environment. 



I envision a day when millions of people will be either 
drivers or riders, and a trip in a car to work or to a 
shopping center or to a doctor appointment will be a 
shared experience. I envision a day when living in a city 
wifl not require the enormous expense of having an 
automobile - purchasing it, fueling it, insuring it, parking it, 
and maintaining it. 

I realize that these days are the early stages of ride 
sharing. Now, ride sharing is "taxi-like" in the way it is 
functioning. But, ultimately it will be true ride sharing. I 
believe that ultimately costs will go down, for everyone, as 
more and more people share the cost of driving to a 
location. I want a safe ride, a friendly ride, and an 
inexpensive ride and Uber technology can offer it. 

On a personal note - today, as an old dude who has been 
sort of retired for almost 15 years, it is a pleasure to go out 
on the weekends, socialize a bit, and make a few dollars. 
It beats sitting in a chair in front of a tv and dribbling on my 
T-shirt. The people I drive are appreciative and we have 
short, but interesting conversations. The response I get 
from my riders has been overwhelmingly positive. I 
consider this experience to be a win-win experience since 
just about everyone has expressed their satisfaction with 
the Uber service. 

- al barkan 




