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Good morning Chairwoman Gingrich and Chairman Gergely. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today regarding 

House Bill 782. My name is Gary Matczak, and I am a registered 

architect from Erie, Pennsylvania. I am here on behalf of AIA 

Pennsylvania, which is the state-wide component of The American 

Institute of Architects. Our Association is governed by a Board of 

Directors representing eight local AIA chapters across the 

Commonwealth, serving approximately 2,600 members. 

AIA Pennsylvania is in full support of HB 782, sponsored by 

Representative Doyle Heffley, which amends the Pennsylvania 

Construction Code Act to require municipalities who use a third-party 



agency to contract with at least two or more entities to provide plan 

review and inspection services. 

The current Pennsylvania Construction Code leaves many 

residents architects and contractors subject to UCC plan review and 

inspection monopolies. This legislation aims to ensure that property 

owners have a choice of where to obtain code inspection services. This 

bill will help to promote competition in the marketplace, resulting in 

competitive fee structures, and help to protect individual property 

owners from perceived and potential abuse. 

Architects, like Pennsylvania Certified Code Officials, are licensed 

to interpret the building codes, and often times find ourselves with 

differing interpretations. Sometimes these situations become 

contentious to the extent where personalities become involved, and 

conflicts carry over to the next encounter with these third party agencies 

that cannot be avoided, because in most municipalities there is simply no 

alternative, or no avenue of recourse. 

In the northwestern part of the state of Pennsylvania there are 

several small urban pockets in a largely rural 11 county area, with only 



one major third party agency that virtually monopolizes commercial 

sector services, and a large majority of the residential sector. I have 

recently spoken at a supervisors meeting in Millcreek Township, which 

is a community outside of Erie, of more than 50,000 people, on this very 

subject. The Township, in response to numerous constituent and 

business owners raised concerns surrounding the monopoly, have moved 

to considering opening their contract with a single agency. This would 

allow for options giving citizens a choice in the administration and 

enforcement of the UCC, where the code itself serves as the standard, 

not a single person or entity. We believe this should be a standard 

across the commonwealth. 

I feel, as does AIA Pennsylvania, that House Bill 782 would afford 

much needed relief to businesses and homeowners by providing for 

consumer choice in the selection of a third party agency to review their 

construction documents and perform inspection services. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today. I am 

happy to answer any questions. 


