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Testimony in support of House Bill 162: the Adoptee Rights Biii 

Honorable Chairwoman Watson, Chairman Conklin, Children and Youth Committee members, 

My name is Amanda Transue-Woolston. I am a licensed master social worker, a child and family 

psychotherapist, an adoption educator, and a contributor to 8 books on adoption. I am a third 

generation adoptee, adopted as an infant through the largest adoption agency in the United States. I 

also spent time in foster care. In 2009, I obtained a copy of my original birth certificate. I am a person 

who was conceived from rape. My first book focused on empowering adoptees and de-stigmatizing 

being adopted. I testify in support of HB 162 today to send a positive message about being adopted. 

HB162 directly addresses the sealed original birth certificates (OBCs) of adult adoptees. When any child 

is born, they receive a birth certificate describing the historical event of their birth. When a child is 

adopted, an amended birth record replaces that OBC, and names their adoptive parents as their 

biological parents. In 48 states, the OBC is sealed. Every state has a law providing for the release of the 

OBC to the adult adoptee usually though frustrating and expensive means. Increasingly, states are 

acknowledging that this is not best practice, and are opening OBC access to adult adoptees. 

HB162 is a straightforward piece of legislation. It allows any person who was born in PA to access the 

birth record they were born with-·their CBC-without being told they have to use an expensive and 

ineffective system to do so simply because they were adopted. 

Until 1985, Pennsylvania was one of three states that allowed adoptees the same access to their OBCs 

enjoyed by anyone else. Following Roe v. Wade in 1973, concerns arose in the legislature that adult 

adoptees accessing OBCs would increase abortion rates. The legislature first questioned the 

interpretation of the law: should vital statistics release OBCs to adoptees? In 1978, the PA Attorney 

General issued an official statement identifying OBCs as separate from sealed adoption records and 

confirmed that Vital Statistics should continue to release OBCs to adult adoptees. 

In response, a Representative at that time submitted a bill to make OBCs accessible only through a 

complicated system. This system has been modified slightly with Act 101. This Representative also 

drafted Pennsylvania's Abortion Control Act, our country's first state-based challenge to Roe v. Wade. 

Soon after, he became famous for his claim that women are medically incapable of conceiving from 

rape. At the time, this Representative had no evidence to suggest that sealing OBCs would influence 

abortion rates. Nonetheless, his bill passed as The Adoption Act of 1984 and OBCs were sealed. 

For the past 30 years, adult adoptees and their parents, and now their own children and grandchildren, 

have asked for follow-up based on data we do have. Not only has there never been one study indicating 

l 



causation between original birth certificate (OBC) access and abortion rates, no study in the past SO 
years indicates there is so much as a statistically significant relatlonshlp between the two. In fact, after 

Oregon passed legislation similar to HB162, their abortion rates went down by 25%. If we say OBC 

access and abortion rates are connected, it certainly should not be to say abortion rates would go up. 

My confidence on this matter is not derived exclusively from data but from the fundamentally positive 

way in which I view the adoption community. Adoption is a decision about parenting. Abortion is a 

decision about pregnancy. They are not the same decision or two sides of the same coin. I do not see 

adoptees as "unwanted." I do not see birth parents as "unwanting." For 6 years, I have born witness to 

thousands of narratives of adoptees and birth and adoptive parents. i see complexity, I see loss and 

longing, I see love. I do not see people to be afraid of or people who should be pathologized by us today. 

It is inaccurate to portray every Pro-Life person as concerned about HB162 and abortion rates. All of my 
many parents are pro-life, including holding positions of leadership with Pro-Life organizations, and 

could not be prouder of the work I do. Recently a good friend, a social worker, dedicated Catholic, and 

mother who risked her life to carry a complicated pregnancy said this, "Why would a person accessing 

their own birth record 19 years after their birth alter another person's deeply held convictions about 

having an abortion? Let's give women more credit for the complexity of their decisions." 

Two national policy evaluations by The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption institute concluded that there is 

little evidence that sealed OBCs substantiate promises of anonymity to birth parents. University of 

Baltimore Law Professor, Elizabeth Samuels, recently concluded that there was no promise of anonymity 

found within the legal documents birth parents sign. Research by renowned law expert, Dr. E Wayne 

Carp, revealed that there are no known negative repercussions nationally or internationally from 

legislation like HB162. The global adoption community wonders why United States is so behind on this 

issue-a critique found also in the popular writing of Finnish adoptee and soclologlst, Dr. Katrina Wegar. 

Lastly, as a person conceived from rape, I want to make it clear that I am not ashamed of myself. I am 

many things: a woman, a wife, a mother, and a daughter. But I am not what my biological father did. 

My birth is no more worthy of being hidden from me than the birth of any other person as though I or 

my birth mother have something to be ashamed of. 

My story is not every person's story, but what I know to be true for every single adult adoptee is that we 

are entitled to dignity, respect, and same access to our OBC that our government gives every other 

person who isn't adopted, regardless of their family history. HB 162 is an opportunity to send a positive 

message about being adopted. HB 162 tells adoptees that our identities before and after we were 

adopted are precious and we affirm this in our laws. 
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