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My name is Paul Boni and I am a Philadelphia resident and a practicing attorney 
here fn the City. For 5 years I've been battling casinos in Philadelphia and I'm 
currently a Board Member of the organization Stop Predatory Gambling. 

In the beginning, my sole goal was to work with others to persuade the Gaming 
Control Board not to award a Iicense to  Foxwoods, which is closest to my house. 
However, over time, the more I learned, the more opposed to  casinos I became. 
Against SugarHouse, against Valley Forge, against Gettysburg. And against a 
possible casino in Johnstown or anywhere else where casinos would be close to 
communities or people. 

Why? 1'11 put i t  to you in the form of a question A questlon that I hope you'll want 
to answer for yourselves, before advancing FIB65 or  any other bill that would allow 
another casino to be built in Pennsylvania. Here is the question: 

What percen tage of the revenues of Pennsylvania's casinos is coming 
from gambling addicts and problem gamblers? 

That question isn't what percentage of the population is addicted to gambling, or 
even what percentage of the people who go to casinos are addicts. I'm suggesting 
you ask a different question: What percentage ofthe revenues of Pennsylvania's 
caslnos is coming from gamblingaddicts and problem gamblers? That's the key 
question, because it is the revenues that drive this government program. 

It's a relevant question, and, indeed, I think it's determinative. If only a tiny 
percentage of the revenues come from addicts, that's one thing. But if it's a sizable 
percentage, then having casinos is surely bad public policy. And I believe, that the 
percentage is, actually, an extremely high percentage, perhaps as high as 90%. 

Here's whatwe know: 

1. Slot machines are highly addictive. Unfortunately, Act 71, the Gaming 
Control Board, local governments and the casinos do everything possible to 
cultivate the addiction; maybe not purposefully but that's the clear result 
The #1 risk factor for gambling addiction to electronic gambIing machines? 
Proximity. And Pennsylvania puts casinos dose  to people; that's our 
specialty. Through a variety of laws, regulations and policies, Pennsylvania 
is not just making gambling available but is actively, encouraging people to 
become addicted. As we know from the recent 60 Minute3 episode, and 
recent pieces in the Wall Street Journal and CNN, the partnership between 
state governments and the predatory gambling trade is going to  be an 
increasingly prevalent story in this next decade. 



2. 90% of profits come from 10% of the gamblers. This statistic is found in a 
2008 book called Winner Take All, written by a Wall Street Journal reporter. 

3. But the most shocking piece of information was a statement made by Dave 
Jonas, the President of Parx Casino, when he was speaking at  a gambling 
conference about a year ago. He said proudly that most of the people in his 
database of gamblersvisit Parx casino 3 or 4 times a week. Think about that. 
That's 200 t ~ m e s  a year. Do you thinkany of those people might be addicted? 
And we know where they're coming from. They are coming from a 25-mile 
radius. You're not bringing money into the economy you're siphoning it out. 
This is an incredibly abusive, damaging and inefficient way to raise public 
revenues. 

When you have the vast majority ofthe revenue coming from addicts, incredible 
costs are put on people who never sets foot in a casino. You have parents emptying 
their kids' college Funds, you have spouses gambling behind the other spouse's hack. 
You also have massive fraud and embezzlement in the workplace. Some estimates 
are up to $200 million annually for the criminal justice system in the City of 
Philadelphia t o  deal with the fallout from gambling addiction. You have a criminal 
justice system in crisis over the costs of processing crimes committed by gambling 
addicts. A t  the end of 2008, several prosecutors in Oklahoma declared they were 
seeing an "epidemic" of embezzlement because of people addicted to casinos, 

Then there are the indirect economic losses. People addicted to slots are not 
spending in regular stores, restaurants, bowling alleys, movie theaters, etc, which 
then have to lay-off employees. All economists and researchers conclude that if the 
gamblers are local, then the local economy gets hurt. Convenience casinos -and 
that2 what we have in Pennsylvanka -mean a net loss of revenue and jobs. 

So I ask you to do the research. To answer the question, how much of the revenue is 
coming from addicts and problem gambrers? How much money is being extracted 
from working people in your districts addicted to gambling because we've made it 
so convenient for them? 

If  you answer that question, I believe you will come to the same conclusion as I have. 
Foxwoods license should be retired permanently and not rebid. 

The more 1 learned about predatory gambling, the more I grew to oppose casinos. I 
therefore encourage you to learn. Read studies, read books, read articIes. If you 
learn more about it, I am confident you will make the right decisions. 

Thank you, 
Paul Boni. Esquire 


