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16,gislaf i""fil Mnurnal 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2017 

SESSION OF 2017 201ST OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SENATE 
WEDNESDAY, January 25, 2017 

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Standard Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Mike Stack) in the 
Chair. 

PRAYER 

The following prayer was offered by Senator ANDREW E. 
DINNIMAN: 

Let us pray. Let us start, now that we have opened a new Ses-
sion, with a traditional Jewish prayer called the Shehecheyanu 
prayer, which in essence says: 

(Translated from Hebrew) 
Blessed our Lord, our God, King of the universe, who has 

sustained us, who has kept us in health, and has brought us to 
this occasion; the occasion of a new Session. 

I suppose the first thing we need to ask as we pray to open the 
Session is, why do we open with prayer in the first place? The 
answer, in part, was given many, many centuries ago when 
someone asked a very famous Rabbi, where is God? The answer 
is, wherever you let Him in. So you see, it is a reminder for each 
of us that God is right here. He is present and we just have to let 
Him in. We have to take that moment to quiet ourselves, to un-
derstand His presence, and so it becomes part and parcel of our 
deliberations. But you see, it is not just letting Him in. It is un-
derstanding that prayer is not just words, is it not? It is under-
standing that involves what we do as well. 

There is a contemporary Christian song that I heard the other 
day in where a person asks, God, why do you allow homeless-
ness? God, do something about poverty and do something about 
all of the conflict. And in the song God answers, I have; I created 
you. So you see, it is not just prayer but it is the ability to act on 
that prayer. We have to understand that ultimately what God 
expects of us is more than words. It is to act with our hands and 
with our feet. To act, in essence, with every fiber of our body. So 
as Shakespeare says, action is eloquence. 

It seems to me, as we put all of this together, that we pray 
because we want to let God in. We do not need to go to a church 
or synagogue or mosque to pray, it is wherever we are. When we 
let Him in, we have to understand that how we pray is what we 
do with our lives, how we take the word and what we do with the 
word. Ultimately, I think, above all of that is that some will see 
people and communities broken beyond repair. But we need to 
see healing beyond belief, right? That it is not the brokenness, it 
is the healing. So we sit here today and we pray to heal our- 

selves, to heal our relationships with each other, and, ultimately 
through our example of prayer in action, to heal our communi-
ties. 

Let us end by accepting the fact that at this very moment, we 
can feel God is present. Let us let Him in now. God, come and 
take over me and all of us. Help us understand, help us act appro-
priately, take our responsibilities, and help us truly understand 
that in our society, other people are not broken beyond repair but 
through our actions based on prayer, we can heal beyond belief. 
God, light our souls with dance and repair and blow upon the 
flame of each of us as we feel Your presence and delight. Yes, 
delight, 0 God, in the glow that comes from our accepting You 
and acting on Your basis. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Senator Dinniman for a 
special, well-thought, and pertinent prayer. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate 
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were 
read by the Clerk: 

January 25, 2017 

Senators REGAN, ARGALL, SCARNATI, CORMAN, 
RESCHENTHALER, EICHELBERGER, McGARRIGLE, 
VULAKOVICH, FOLMER, AUMENT, WHITE, DiSANTO, 
RAFFERTY, WAGNER, YUDICHAK, VOGEL, STEFANO 
and BROOKS presented to the Chair SB 6, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known 
as the Human Services Code, in public assistance, further providing for 
definitions, for resources and for verification system, prohibiting eligi-
bility for individuals convicted of drug distribution, prohibiting eligibil-
ity for violators of sexual offender registration, further providing for 
false statements, investigations and penalty and for prohibited use of 
public assistance funds, providing for lost access devices and further 
providing for violation and penalty. 

Which was committed to the Committee on HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, January 25, 2017. 

Senators BARTOLOTTA, BROOKS, FOLMER, WARD, 
STEFANO, WAGNER, MENSCH, GORDNER, 
McGARRIGLE, HUTCI-IINSON, LANGERHOLC, 
VULAKOVICH, DiSANTO, RAFFERTY, VOGEL, WHITE, 
SCARNATI, AUMENT, MARTIN, REGAN and 
RESCHENTHALER presented to the Chair SB 173, entitled: 
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A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in taxation and finance, providing 
for spending limitations. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, Janu-
ary 25, 2017. 

Senators BARTOLOTTA, VOGEL, RESCHENTHALER, 
HUTCHINSON, VULAKOVICH, YUDICHAK, SCAVELLO, 
WARD, COSTA, RAFFERTY, LAUGHLIN, BREWSTER, 
BROWNE, YAW, BROOKS and MENSCH presented to the 
Chair SB 174, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judi-
ciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, in assault, providing for the offense of drug delivery resulting in 
serious bodily injury; and, in sentencing, further providing for sentences 
for second and subsequent offenses. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
January 25, 2017. 

Senators RESCHENTHALER, EICHELBERGER, 
BARTOLOTTA, VULAKOVICH, VOGEL, SCARNATI, 
STEFANO, WAGNER, YAW, HUTCHINSON, LAUGHLIN 
and WARD presented to the Chair SB 175, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of January 8, 1960 (1959 P.L.2119, 
No.787), known as the Air Pollution Control Act, further providing for 
permissible actions. 

Which was committed to the Committee on ENVIRONMEN-
TAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, January 25, 2017. 

Senators RESCHENTHALER, BARTOLOTTA, FOLMER, 
SABATINA, VULAKOVICH, VOGEL, BREWSTER, COSTA, 
WAGNER, HAYWOOD, KILLION, LAUGHLIN, RAFFERTY, 
ALLOWAY, BOSCOLA and LEACH presented to the Chair SB 
176, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 23 (Domes-
tic Relations) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in riot, disor-
derly conduct and related offenses, further providing for the offense of 
cruelty to animals; and, in child protective services, further providing 
for persons required to report suspected child abuse. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
January 25, 2017. 

Senators RESCHENTHALER, GREENLEAF, 
EICHELBERGER, BARTOLOTTA, BREWSTER, 
TARTAGLIONE, COSTA, STEFANO, WARD, 
McGARRIGLE, AUMENT, HUTCHINSON, KILLION, 
YUDICHAK, RAFFERTY and BOSCOLA presented to the 
Chair SB 177, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, in exclusions from tax, further provid-
ing for exclusions from tax. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, Janu-
ary 25, 2017. 

Senators SCAVELLO, SCARNATI, SABATINA, 
VULAKOVICH, GREENLEAF, MENSCH, GORDNER, 
KILLION, FOLMER, RAFFERTY and BREWSTER presented 
to the Chair SB 178, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 37 (Historical and Museums) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, in general provisions, further providing  

for definitions; in powers and duties of Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission, further providing for specific powers and duties, 
for personal property and for documents, and providing for Common-
wealth archival records, for local government archival records and for 
access to older public records; and, in historic properties, further provid-
ing for powers over certain historic property. 

Which was committed to the Committee on STATE GOV-
ERNMENT, January 25, 2017. 

Senators BARTOLOTTA, VOGEL, YAW, BREWSTER, 
RESCHENTHALER, YUDICHAK, HAYWOOD, 
VULAKOVICH, SCHWANK, RAFFERTY, COSTA, 
SCARNATI, WARD, BROWNE and SABATINA presented to 
the Chair SB 179, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.l30, No.48), known 
as the Health Care Facilities Act, in general provisions, providing for 
acute care mental health bed registry and referrals. 

Which was committed to the Committee on HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, January 25, 2017. 

Senators MENSCH, BARTOLOTTA, GREENLEAF, 
BROOKS, ARGALL, RESCHENTHALER, VULAKOVICH, 
DiSANTO, FOLMER, WAGNER, VOGEL, STEFANO, 
EICHELBERGER, LAUGHLIN, RAFFERTY, WHITE, 
ALLOWAY, AUMENT, SCARNATI, HUTCHINSON, MAR-
TIN and WARD presented to the Chair SB 181, entitled: 

An Act providing for performance-based budgeting; establishing 
the Performance-Based Budget Board and providing for its powers and 
duties; and conferring powers and imposing duties on the Independent 
Fiscal Office. 

Which was committed to the Committee on APPROPRIA-
TIONS, January 25, 2017. 

Senators McGARRIGLE, RAFFERTY, BREWSTER, 
BROWNE, MENSCH and RESCHENTHALER presented to 
the Chair SB 182, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, in city revitalization and improvement 
zones, further providing for the definition of city. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, Janu-
ary 25, 2017. 

Senators McGARRIGLE, YUDICHAK and BROWNE pre-
sented to the Chair SB 183, entitled: 

An Act providing for plumbing contractors licensure; establishing 
the State Board of Plumbing Contractors and providing for its powers 
and duties; conferring powers and imposing duties on the Department 
of Labor and Industry; establishing fees, fines and civil penalties; estab-
lishing the Plumbing Contractors Licensure Account; and making an 
appropriation. 

Which was committed to the Committee on LABOR AND 
INDUSTRY, January 25, 2017. 

Senators McGARRIGLE, YAW, GREENLEAF, 
RESCHENTHALER, HUTCHINSON, RAFFERTY, KILLION, 
COSTA, BREWSTER and SCARNATI presented to the Chair 
SB 185, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 23 (Domes-
tic Relations) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in criminal 
history record information, further providing for general regulations; 
and, in child protective services, further providing for employees having 
contact with children and adoptive and foster parents. 
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Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
January 25, 2017. 

Senators McGARRIGLE, RESCHENTHALER, MARTIN, 
BOSCOLA and K1LLION presented to the Chair SB 186, enti-
tled: 

An Act amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), 
known as the Pennsylvania Election Code, in district election officers, 
further providing for vacancies in election boards. 

Which was committed to the Committee on STATE GOV-
ERNMENT, January 25, 2017, 

Senators McGARRIGLE, RAFFERTY, KILLION, 
VULAKOVICH, BROWNE, MENSCH and SABATINA pre-
sented to the Chair SB 187, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of February 14, 2008 (P.L.6, No.3), 
known as the Right-to-Know Law, in preliminary provisions, further 
providing for definitions; in procedure, further providing for written 
requests; and, in judicial review, further providing for fee limitations. 

Which was committed to the Committee on STATE GOV-
ERNMENT, January 25, 2017, 

APPOINTMENT BY THE 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to announce the Presi-
dent pro tempore has made the following appointment: 

Ms. Kimberly S. Frey as a member of the Statewide Uniform 
Registry of Electors Advisory Board. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES 

Senator WAGNER, from the Committee on Local Govern-
ment, reported the following bill: 

SB 10 (Pr. No. 162) (Amended) 

An Act amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and 
53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, in matters affecting government units, further providing for excep-
tions to governmental immunity; and, in preemptions, providing for 
municipality of refuge. 

Senator VULAKOVICH, from the Committee on Veterans 
Affairs and Emergency Preparedness, reported the following bill: 

SB 137 (Pr. No. 91) 

An Act amending Titles 51 (Military Affairs) and 74 (Transporta-
tion) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in Department of Mili-
tary Affairs, providing for Civil Air Patrol; and, in authority of Depart-
ment of Transportation, further providing for authority of department. 

RESOLUTION REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

Senator VULAKOVICH, from the Committee on Veterans 
Affairs and Emergency Preparedness, reported the following 
resolution: 

SR 6 (Pr. No. 160) (Amended) 

A Concurrent Resolution establishing a special bipartisan, bicam-
eral legislative commission to recommend improvements to the delivery  

of emergency services in this Commonwealth and develop and promote 
legislation in furtherance of its recommendations. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be placed on the Calen-
dar. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Centre, Senator Corman. 

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave 
for Senator Ward. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I request legislative leaves for 
Senator Leach and Senator Tartaglione. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Corman requests a legislative 
leave for Senator Ward. 

Senator Costa requests legislative leaves for Senator Leach 
and Senator Tartaglione. 

Without objection, the leaves will be granted. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

Senator CORMAN asked and obtained leaves of absence for 
Senator ARGALL, Senator GREENLEAF, and Senator VOGEL, 
for today's Session, for personal reasons. 

Senator COSTA asked and obtained leaves of absence for 
Senator FARNESE and Senator YUDICHAK, for today's Ses-
sion, for personal reasons. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

JOINT SESSION 

Senator CORMAN offered the following resolution, which 
was read as follows: 

In the Senate, January 25, 2017 

RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
Senate and House of Representatives meet in Joint Session on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2017, at 11:30 a.m., in the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives for the purpose of hearing an address by His Excellency, Governor 
Tom Wolf; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a committee of three, on the part of the Senate, 
be appointed to act with a similar committee on the part of the House 
of Representatives, to escort His Excellency, the Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, to the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator CORMAN and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-45 

Alloway DiSanto Martin Street 
Aument Eichelberger McGarng!e Tartaglione 
Baker Folmer Mcllhinney Tomlinson 
Bartolotta Fontana Mensch Vulakovich 
Blake Gordner Rafferty Wagner 
Boscola Haywood Regan Ward 
Brewster Hughes Reschenthaler White 
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Brooks Hutchinson Sabatina 	Williams 
Browne Killion Scamati 	Yaw 
Corman Langerhoic Scavello 
Costa Laughlin Schwank 
Dinniman Leach Stefano 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted 'aye, the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present the same to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

CALENDAR 

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 42, SB 59, SB 60 and SB 62-- Without objection, the bills 
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator 
CORMAN. 

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 69 (Pr. No. 159) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration 
of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in not, disorderly conduct and related of-
fenses, further providing for the offense of cruelty to animals. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation. 

SB 138 (Pr. No. 92) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration 
of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of July 20, 1979 (P.L.183, No.60), known 
as the Oil and Gas Lease Act, further providing for definitions, for 
payment information to interest owners, for accumulation of proceeds 
from production and for conflicts and providing for joint ventures and 
for inspection of records. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation. 

SB 139 (Pr. No. 93) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration 
of the bill, entitled: 

An Act providing for protection for a lessor of natural gas rights 
who reports a violation or suspected violation of a contractual agree-
ment and for remedies and penalties. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation. 

BILL REREFERRED 

SB 170 (Pr. No. 146) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 12, 1931 (P.L.575, No.200), enti-
tled "An act providing for joint action by Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
in the development of the ports on the lower Delaware River, and the 
improvement of the facilities for transportation across the river; autho-
rizing the Governor, for these purposes, to enter into an agreement with 
New Jersey; creating The Delaware River Joint Commission and speci-
fying the powers and duties thereof, including the power to finance 
projects by the issuance of revenue bonds; transferring to the new com-
mission all the powers of the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission; 
and making an appropriation," further providing for the Delaware River 
Joint Commission, for composition, for employees, for financing and 
for executive sessions; providing for majority approval and contract 
procedures; further providing for report; providing for conflicts of inter-
est and for master plan; creating the Port Authority Transit Corporation 
Commuters Council; further providing for definitions; authorizing the 
Governor to apply for approval; prohibiting the entrance into a compact 
until passage of a similar act; and making editorial changes. 

Upon motion of Senator CORMAN, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 171 and SB 172 -- Without objection, the bills were 
passed over in their order at the request of Senator CORMAN. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES 

Senator McGARRIGLE, from the Committee on Urban Af-
fairs and Housing, reported the following bills: 

SB 50 (Pr. No. 31) 

An Act amending Title 68 (Real and Personal Property) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in seller disclosures, further pro-
viding for real estate seller disclosure form. 

SB 51 (Pr. No. 32) 

An Act amending the act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), known 
as The Landlord and Tenant Act of 1951, in creation of leases, statute 
of frauds and mortgaging of leaseholds, requiring the disclosure of 
flood history to lessees of residential real property. 

Senator WAGNER, from the Committee on Local Govern-
ment, reported the following bill: 

SB 128 (Pr. No. 163) (Amended) 

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, in preemptions, providing for leave and 
compensation mandates. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Bryce Wagner 
by Senator Argall. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert Karl 
Miller and to Agnes K. Steffens by Senator Browne. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kathryn San-
derson by Senators Dinniman and Rafferty. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Jerome S. 
Parker by Senator Dinniman and others. 



2017 	 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE 
	

73 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jimmy 
Gallace and to Tony Gallace by Senator Eichelberger. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dorothy 
Brunton, George N. Ban, Jr., and to Brian D. Mazzanti by Sena-
tor Hutchinson. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James A. 
Davis by Senator Langerhoic. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Peter J. Caul-
field and to Timothy L. Caulfield by Senator Laughlin. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jacob Valen-
tine and to Swedesburg Volunteer Fire Company by Senator 
Leach. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ryan James 
Boyer by Senator McGarrigle. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to B. Fern Roth 
by Senator Mensch. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Timothy 
Stewart and to Daniel Christopher Guerin by Senator Rafferty. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Josef F. 
Novacek by Senator Regan. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Kirkwood and to Raymond W. Orwig by Senator 
Scavello. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Christian 
Frederick Martin IV and to William Gano by Senators Scavello 
and Boscola. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Lillian 
Rentschler by Senator Schwank. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Connie Mac-
donald, Denny Boariu, Don Ries and to Erma Elizabeth Paden 
Whittington by Senator Vogel. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Nicholas Saluk, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rutkowski, Bernita Ross, 
Sharon Wunner and to Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic 
Church by Senator Yudichak. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY 

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of 
the Senate: 

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2017 

10:30 A.M. 	EDUCATION (to consider Senate Bills 	Room 8E-A 
No. 227, 228 and 229) 	 East Wing 

11:30 A.M. 	JUDICIARY (to consider Senate Bills 	Room SE-B 
No. 8,146, 176,221 and 222) 	 East Wing 

12:30 P.M. 	STATE GOVERNMENT (to consider 	Room 8E-A 
Senate Bills No. 9, 166, 167 and 169) 	East Wing 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017 

10:00 A.M. 	GAME AND FISHERIES (to consider 	Room 8E-B 
Senate Bills No. 30, 123 and 192) 	East Wing 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8,2017 

1:00 P.M. 	VETERANS AFFAIRS AND 	 Hrg. Rm. I 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS (H) 	North Off.  

and VETERANS AFFAIRS AND 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS (5) 
(joint public hearing on Veterans Issues) 

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION 

Senator STREET. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do 
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit-
tees for the first time at today's Session. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The bills were as follows: 

SB 10, SB 50, SB 51, SB 128 and SB 137. 

And said bills having been considered for the first time, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second Consider-

ation. 

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I rise this afternoon to talk 
about an issue that I think many of us in this Chamber addressed 
over the course of the latter part of last Session. It was really 
groundbreaking legislation that I want to speak about. I begin by 
applauding the work of two of our colleagues, Senator Bartolotta 
and Senator Fontana, who had worked on this issue for a number 
of years, pretty much all through last Session. That legislation 
deals with our new network of transportation systems that allow 
for the opportunity for folks like Lyft and Uber to operate in 
Pennsylvania. The TNC legislation that passed here unani-
mously, both in the House and the Senate, had provisions that 
were quite controversial. As my colleagues remember, for our 
new colleagues, there was a provision in the legislation that I 
objected to, and continue to object to, but also the specific nature 
of the legislation itself that, in my view, was special legislation 
for one entity. 

Now, the two points I raise are my continuing objection to the 
legislation -- the act I should say, because the Governor has, in 
fact, signed the legislation. One thing I want to talk about is the 
contention that the legislation was not special legislation. Since 
that time, in consultation with the Public Utility Commission, it 
has been confirmed by them to me in the form of a letter that, in 
fact, there is only one group that the provision that I am going to 
talk about was applicable to, and that is the Uber company. The 
legislation was very specific in terms of providing for penalties 
in certain situations that would be waived or exempt, and that 
there are no other folks in that class and there are no other folks 
who could get into that class of individuals who this would apply 
to. So, in my view, in my continued objection to the act as 
passed, is it was special legislation. 

Mr. President, the provision and the process that has unfolded 
since the time the legislation passed that really has me annoyed 
and, quite frankly, should have all of us in this room annoyed, is 
at that point in time when we passed the legislation, I believe 
back on October 24, the conversation centered around the provi-
sions that talked about the fact that the fines which had been duly 
imposed by the PUC would be waived and would, in effect, be 
limited and reduced down to $250,000. As my colleagues recall, 
Uber came into certain parts of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
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vania, conducted itself without the appropriate authority, and 
then beyond that, basically ignored the cease and desist orders 
and continued to operate. Consequently, it was brought before 
the PUC, who then imposed a fine of $11-plus million. 

Now, Mr. President, I recognize that is a significant fine, but 
the legislation required that the fine then retroactively be reduced 
to $250,000. Given the fact that it was special legislation for one 
entity was bothersome to me, but at this podium, at that point in 
time, I acknowledged that there was a Commonwealth Court 
case that was pending and the issue of whether or not the fine 
was appropriate would be resolved by the courts. But what we 
had there was intervening legislation that said that the fine would 
not apply to them, and it was a retroactive application that would 
take place. My colleagues on the Senate floor stood with me and 
agreed that it was not the intent of the legislation that it be retro-
actively applied. 

In fact, my good friend from Centre County, Senator Corman, 
and I believe the gentlewoman from Washington County, both 
stated that the intent, and also the intent of the maker of the 
amendment in the House, was that the measure should be applied 
prospectively. So consequently, what we all believed in this 
Chamber at the time we voted was that the fine as it related to 
Uher was not intended to be reduced from $11 million down to 
$250,000, and that it was not intended to be applied retroac-
tively. Despite my argument, this body voted, I believe, 49 to I 
to move the measure forward with that understanding. Now, we 
find out 2 months later, as part of the Commonwealth Court pro-
cess, the Uber company has gone into Commonwealth Court and 
raised the issue that they do not have to pay the fine at the $11 
million number and that the fine was intended to be applied ret-
roactively. They go so far to say that it was the intent, and I want 
to read from their brief, 'In §2909(b), the General Assembly 
could not have been more clear about retroactivity.' More clear 
indicates that we implied it to be applied retroactively. That is 
their argument. In fact, that is their first argument in respect to 
having to make this payment of $11 million. 

They are trying to get out of making the payments, despite the 
fact that we have about four pages of conversation from the Leg-
islative Journal of our discussion about this legislation, clearly 
and unequivocally stating that it was the intent of this Assembly 
to move this measure forward with the understanding that that 
provision would not be applied retroactively. That is what is at 
issue now. So, we said it should not apply retroactively. They are 
saying it should and it does, contrary to what many of us were 
told through this process, and what many of us believed was our 
intent. I felt compelled to get that on the record and state my 
continuing objection to the fact that we should not be going 
down a path where we select one entity or one organization and 
give them the legislative benefit to help them there. 

I would extrapolate on this process that what we set here in 
precedent was a situation where any agency in government, it 
could be the PUC today, and it has been the PUC, but tomorrow 
it could be the Department of Environmental Protection, it could 
be DCNR, it could be any other agency that has the authority to 
be able to impose fines or penalties, that we could come back 
into this General Assembly and pass legislation and undo what 
they did in the rightful process and rightful manner with the 
rightful and legal authority to be able to impose. I think that is 
wrong. That is why the Constitution talks about special legisla-
tion. There are specific provisions in the Constitution that say we  

should not and are not permitted to do special legislation. That 
is what we have done. I continue to believe that and will con-
tinue to pursue the matter until we at least get an opportunity to 
present our argument to the courts, whether it be the Common-
wealth Court process or independently through some other 
means or get us in front of folks who will make that determina-
tion. 

I wanted to share that information with my Members, despite 
what we felt and believed and said here, we have an organization 
that would benefit from special legislation, taking a position 
contrary to what we intended. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Centre, Senator Corman. 

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do 
now recess until Monday, January 30, 2017, at 1 p.m., Eastern 
Standard Time, unless sooner recalled by the President pro tem-
pore. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The Senate recessed at 12:24 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 


