
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Legislative Journal
WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 2012

SESSION OF 2012 196TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 31

SENATE
WEDNESDAY, May 23, 2012

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Jim Cawley) in the
Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend JIM MUNDELL, of West Grove
United Methodist Church, West Grove, offered the following
prayer:

Good morning, everyone. Please join me in prayer.
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Father of the Lord

Jesus Christ, we come to invoke Your presence and to lift up this
body, the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. Lord God, we thank You for these women and
men who give of their talent and time to enact just bills and laws
for this Commonwealth. Lord, as You challenge each of us in
our daily life to live according to Your will, may this body also
be challenged to use godly wisdom in their decisionmaking.

For Your wisdom, O God, is true and righteous, and is given
freely to all that ask. In the book of James, Chapter 1, Verse 5,
it tells us, "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given
to him." Proverbs 2:6 of the Hebrew Bible instructs us, "For the
Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth comes knowledge and un-
derstanding." What a challenge You give to us, God, to seek
Your ways, to obtain knowledge and wisdom so that we may do
what is right in Your sight.

Lord God of heaven, we are thankful for our forefathers, who
knew the value of Your guidance of this body, and of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania. For the preamble of our Constitu-
tion says, "We, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of civil and reli-
gious liberty, and humbly invoking His guidance, do ordain and
establish this Constitution." Our forefathers sought out the guid-
ance of our God, and we are thankful for we are able to continue
to do this today by the means of this prayer.

Father in heaven, I pray for each Senator and staff member,
especially those who are sick or injured. I am asking for Your
help, Lord, to raise them up to full health, and we pray especially
for Senator John Rafferty and his health. We pray for the Lieu-
tenant Governor, who presides over this body, and for the Lead-
ership of both the Majority and Minority parties. I pray and give
thanks for those who support and aid this body of the Senate.
Lord, bless the General Assembly, both the Senate and the House

of Representatives, that they may enact just and righteous bills
and laws for the benefit of the people of this Commonwealth. I
thank You, Lord, for being the God of Creation and our God of
the people. Amen and amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Mundell, who
is the guest today of Senator Pileggi.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

BILL INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Bill numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which was read
by the Clerk:

May 23, 2012

Senators GREENLEAF, BROWNE, FERLO and WAUGH
presented to the Chair SB 1528, entitled:

An Act amending the act of June 15, 1982 (P.L.502, No.140),
known as the Occupational Therapy Practice Act, further providing for
definitions, for creation of board, for requirements for licensure, for
practice and referral, for renewal of license and for refusal, suspension
or revocation of license; and providing for impaired professionals pro-
gram.

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, May 23,
2012.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES

Senator BRUBAKER, from the Committee on Finance, re-
ported the following bill:

SB 161 (Pr. No. 2201)

A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, providing for criteria for institu-
tions of purely public charity.

Senator M.J. WHITE, from the Committee on Environmental
Resources and Energy, reported the following bills:

SB 1346 (Pr. No. 2208) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 27 (Environmental Resources) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for definitions, for
eligibility and project inventory, for landowner liability limitation and
exceptions, for project liability limitation and exceptions and for excep-
tions.
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HB 1934 (Pr. No. 3589) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of July 28, 1988 (P.L.556, No.101),
known as the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduc-
tion Act, in recycling and waste reduction, further providing for munici-
pal implementation of recycling programs.

Senator RAFFERTY, from the Committee on Transportation,
reported the following bills:

SB 155 (Pr. No. 129)

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for securing loads in vehicles.

SB 946 (Pr. No. 1019)

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in registration of vehicles, further providing for depart-
ment vehicle registration records.

HB 3 (Pr. No. 3590) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 74 (Transportation) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for public-private transportation part-
nerships; and making a related repeal.

HB 17 (Pr. No. 2466)

An Act designating the Pickertown Road Bridge carrying
Pickertown Road over the U.S. Route 202 Parkway in Warrington
Township, Bucks County, as the Robert V. Cotton Bridge.

HB 156 (Pr. No. 3591) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for the registered gross weight limit of
certain registration plates.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Greenleaf, and legislative leaves for
Senator Ward, Senator Alloway, and Senator Mary Jo White.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave
for Senator Leach, and a temporary Capitol leave for Senator
Tartaglione.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Greenleaf, and legislative leaves for
Senator Ward, Senator Alloway, and Senator Mary Jo White.

Senator Costa requests a legislative leave for Senator Leach,
and a temporary Capitol leave for Senator Tartaglione.

Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of March 28,
2012, is now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of
March 28, 2012.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Erickson Piccola Vogel
Argall Farnese Pileggi Ward
Baker Ferlo Pippy Washington
Blake Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Fontana Robbins White Donald
Brewster Gordner Scarnati White Mary Jo
Browne Greenleaf Schwank Williams
Brubaker Hughes Smucker Wozniak
Corman Kasunic Solobay Yaw
Costa Kitchen Stack Yudichak
Dinniman Leach Tartaglione
Earll McIlhinney Tomlinson
Eichelberger Mensch Vance

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR DOMINIC F. PILEGGI

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, it is my pleasure this morn-
ing to introduce the Senate Chaplain for today, Reverend Jim
Mundell of the West Grove United Methodist Church. Reverend
Mundell has served as associate pastor of the church since 2004.
Reverend Mundell completed the United Methodist course of
study at Wesley Seminary in Washington, D.C., in 1979. He was
senior pastor of the Hamorton United Methodist Church in Ken-
nett Square for 20 years. He then became a resident and Chaplain
of Jenner's Pond in West Grove.

Reverend Mundell is joined today by his wife, Betty, who is
seated on the Senate floor. They recently returned from a cruise
around the world of over 100 days. Mr. President, I ask that we
extend our traditional warm welcome to these special guests.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Pileggi please
rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm welcome.

(Applause.)

CALENDAR

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

NONPREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILLS
OVER IN ORDER

SB 1467, SB 1468, SB 1469, SB 1470 and SB 1471 -- With-
out objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the re-
quest of Senator PILEGGI.
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LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Tartaglione has returned, and her
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled.

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 804 (Pr. No. 3561) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for exemptions
from jury duty.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Erickson Piccola Vogel
Argall Farnese Pileggi Ward
Baker Ferlo Pippy Washington
Blake Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Fontana Robbins White Donald
Brewster Gordner Scarnati White Mary Jo
Browne Greenleaf Schwank Williams
Brubaker Hughes Smucker Wozniak
Corman Kasunic Solobay Yaw
Costa Kitchen Stack Yudichak
Dinniman Leach Tartaglione
Earll McIlhinney Tomlinson
Eichelberger Mensch Vance

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 932 and SB 1090 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 1091 (Pr. No. 1188) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act designating a portion of State Route 955 in Lawrence Park
Township, Erie County, as the Michael D. Crotty Memorial Parkway.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Erickson Piccola Vogel
Argall Farnese Pileggi Ward
Baker Ferlo Pippy Washington
Blake Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Fontana Robbins White Donald
Brewster Gordner Scarnati White Mary Jo
Browne Greenleaf Schwank Williams
Brubaker Hughes Smucker Wozniak
Corman Kasunic Solobay Yaw
Costa Kitchen Stack Yudichak
Dinniman Leach Tartaglione
Earll McIlhinney Tomlinson
Eichelberger Mensch Vance

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same without amendments.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1135, SB 1321, SB 1410 and SB 1480 -- Without objec-
tion, the bills were passed over in their order at the request of
Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 1492 (Pr. No. 2197) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for open campus
initiatives.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Smucker.

Senator SMUCKER. Mr. President, for many years, taxpayers
and legislators have been pressing for innovation in public edu-
cation, something fundamentally different in policy rather than
the standard steps of increasing funding and adding new pro-
grams atop the old ones. For just as long, educators have been
asking for mandate relief, for us to loosen the straight-jacket of
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law and regulation that stifles any innovative impulse. Neither
side is satisfied with the relatively small results produced over
years of effort.

Now we have the chance to see that change in a significant
way. Several months ago, the superintendents of three districts
in Lancaster County, Dr. Michael Leichliter of Penn Manor, Dr.
Brenda Becker of Hempfield, and Dr. Gene Freeman of
Manheim Township, described the outline of a shared course
model that they are developing, which has come to be known as
the "open campus." This is not something dictated to them.
Rather, it is a reasoned response to cost pressures, the loss of key
teachers, and parental demands for more flexibility in course
choices. It is, at once, sensible and inspirational thinking. They
are not shopping for additional State dollars to underwrite the
effort. All they are asking for is the latitude to carry it out. The
concept is impressive; the progress they have made is remark-
able. They have, from the beginning, involved all the key players
in the discussion. It is extremely encouraging to watch teachers
energetically figure out how to make the new approach work.

By no means is this a full-blown merger of school districts.
No one is surrendering identity or control of finances, but it is
surely a constructive merger of district resources, of instructional
capabilities, and student interests. Just try recalling the last major
development in public education that featured complete collabo-
ration between administrators and teachers, extensive community
consultation, and enthusiastic parental buy-in. When we look at
all the principals wrapped in this, we are seeing the future of
public education. Districts are tapping into the strengths of one
another on a broad tradeoff basis. Students can move across the
Berlin Wall of district lines to take courses they want or need.
Many of the classes will feature a blend between classroom in-
struction and distance learning. Morning and evening options
will increase student access. This adds up to education opportu-
nity at its best.

To allow such innovation to proceed, we need to clear the
way to push aside potential threats, whether from inflexible rul-
ings by set-in-stone bureaucrats, whether it is by meddling by
status-quo guarding interest groups, or mischief-making by those
who fear being somehow disadvantaged by dramatic change,
hence the legislation before us today establishing a demonstra-
tion project. The open campus is a great experiment in a local
laboratory of education policy. Here we have in public education
the same kind of responsiveness to families that we often praise
in private education.

The three superintendents are displaying uncommon determi-
nation and extraordinary commitment to see this through, and we
should reward it. Hard experience has taught us that there are
100 ways to kill, undermine, delay, and discourage reform and
innovation. This legislation is the one sure way to secure in-
tended action, effectively insulating this plan from the doubters,
detractors, and destroyers of innovation in education. This under-
taking is of great significance and incalculable value. We have
often heard, when educational alternatives are being explored,
the countering argument, "give us a chance first to improve pub-
lic education.? The open campus is a refreshing request to ac-
complish that. Through this legislation, we grant three ground-
breaking school districts a fair chance to pursue, to perform, and
to succeed in the name of academic opportunity and student
achievement.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Chester, Senator Dinniman.

Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, I rise to support Senator
Smucker's bill. This is a wonderful example of school districts
working together in a cost-effective manner to offer more educa-
tional opportunities for all the students. There are some great
things going on in public education. Sometimes we sit and criti-
cize the schools and teachers and public education, but it is im-
portant to recognize there are some wonderful, innovative pro-
grams. Senator Smucker worked directly with those school dis-
tricts to make this a reality, and we thank him for that leadership.

We also want to note that often the success of public schools
in innovative ideas is stopped because of our own rules and regu-
lations. It is stopped because of the School Code, and in this bill,
we have to make sure that the School Code does not stand in the
way, and that is the purpose of the bill. I want to thank Senator
Smucker for his leadership on this, and say again, there are some
great things happening in our public schools, and what we as
legislators have to do is make sure that the School Code's man-
dates and regulations do not stand in the way.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Ferlo.
Senator FERLO. Mr. President, I have had the privilege of

serving on the Committee on Education for the last couple of
years with our chair, Senator Dinniman, from whom I have
learned a lot about various issues involving public education and
many other issues that are related to the educational protocol. I
rise to thank Senator Smucker for this very progressive vision
about how we can reinforce and build on the assets and expertise
within the public school setting. Usually, as a Member of the
Committee on Education, I have been presented with what I con-
sider inappropriate or bad pieces of legislation. So, I always feel
somewhat embattled on the committee, kind of continually ob-
jecting to legislation usually emanating from the aisle opposite
that seeks to undermine the integrity of the public school system,
either attacking collective bargaining rights or blaming the
teacher for everything that happens under the sun. Here, Senator
Smucker steps forward with a very innovative, progressive piece
of legislation. Whether or not it is actually needed as opposed to
what could presently be allowed in the School Code, regardless
of that, I want to thank Senator Smucker. This is an effort that I
hope will serve as a platform and a model around the Common-
wealth with other school districts, even if they are not contigu-
ous.

Here we have three superintendents who have worked with
the professional educators on staff. Obviously, they are moving
with the support of the respective boards. If somebody has an
expertise and a teacher who excels in Latin, individuals from
those other schools, I assume at the high school level, would be
able to take advantage of that program, and vice-versa on any
number of other resources. We know with significant cutbacks
in education, we are unfortunately losing some teachers. We
have some teachers with particular expertise. I live next door to
a gentleman who happens to be an algebra teacher, but he actu-
ally coaches and teaches teachers in advanced algebra, and I
could see, in this case, he could be part of this Internet and open
campus initiative.

So I applaud this. I hope that this would not only be a model
program, but that the department would kind of hone in, with the
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leadership of Senator Smucker, whether to develop a video docu-
mentary, something that would kind of follow the path of the
implementation of this program. I think it could be something on
the Internet for all the schools as a way of suggesting to other
local school districts, board members, teachers, superintendents,
and principals that here is this program, it is working, this is how
it was set up. And really, let us fuel that fire of progressive inter-
vention and activism when it comes to improving our public
school system. So, I rise to thank the gentleman. Thank you.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Erickson Piccola Vogel
Argall Farnese Pileggi Ward
Baker Ferlo Pippy Washington
Blake Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Fontana Robbins White Donald
Brewster Gordner Scarnati White Mary Jo
Browne Greenleaf Schwank Williams
Brubaker Hughes Smucker Wozniak
Corman Kasunic Solobay Yaw
Costa Kitchen Stack Yudichak
Dinniman Leach Tartaglione
Earll McIlhinney Tomlinson
Eichelberger Mensch Vance

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

HB 1682 (Pr. No. 3105) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 68 (Real and Personal Property) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for the creation of land
banks for the conversion of vacant or tax-delinquent properties into
productive use.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

HB 1682 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that House Bill No.
1682, Printer's No. 3105, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 2271 (Pr. No. 3255) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act designating a bridge carrying State Route 2009, formerly
the Huff Road Bridge, in West Wheatfield Township, Indiana County,
and in St. Clair Township and New Florence Borough, Westmoreland
County, as the PFC Robert "Piney Decker" Nadolski Memorial Bridge.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Erickson Piccola Vogel
Argall Farnese Pileggi Ward
Baker Ferlo Pippy Washington
Blake Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Fontana Robbins White Donald
Brewster Gordner Scarnati White Mary Jo
Browne Greenleaf Schwank Williams
Brubaker Hughes Smucker Wozniak
Corman Kasunic Solobay Yaw
Costa Kitchen Stack Yudichak
Dinniman Leach Tartaglione
Earll McIlhinney Tomlinson
Eichelberger Mensch Vance

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same without amendments.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 8, HB 10, HB 135, HB 208, SB 244, SB 632 and HB 728
-- Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at
the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 761 (Pr. No. 3559) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, in personal income tax, further pro-
viding for classes of income and for income tax returns; in realty trans-
fer tax, further providing for definitions, for excluded transactions, for
documents relating to associations or corporations and members, part-
ners, stockholders or shareholders thereof and for acquired company;
and, in inheritance tax, further providing for transfers not subject to tax.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 807 and HB 970 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.
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BILLS REREFERRED

HB 973 (Pr. No. 3492) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known
as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, further providing for definitions, for
registration districts, local registrars and appointment and removal of
and for death and fetal death registration, certificates to be filed; provid-
ing for disposition of cremated remains of veterans; and further provid-
ing for records and disclosure by local registrars.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SB 991 (Pr. No. 1226) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for automatic renewal provisions in certain ser-
vice contracts.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

HB 1055 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1115 (Pr. No. 2203) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for defini-
tions; and providing for the distribution of special education funding for
student achievement and instruction of eligible students and for special
education accountability.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

HB 1237 (Pr. No. 1356) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in hunting and furtaking licenses, further providing for
resident license and fee exemptions.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

SB 1255 (Pr. No. 2170) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 25 (Elections) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, enacting the Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 1264 (Pr. No. 3273) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in depositions and witnesses, pro-
viding for expert testimony in certain criminal proceedings.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1265 and SB 1303 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

HB 1307 (Pr. No. 3585) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in duties and powers of
boards of school directors, further providing for elementary schools; in
school finances, further providing for when district distressed; repealing
provisions relating to special board of control, petition and appoint-
ments, when no appointment is made and compensation of special
board of control; further providing for powers of special board of con-
trol and for distress in school districts of the first class; repealing provi-
sions relating to additional tax and to school directors to remain in of-
fice and elections; adding provisions relating to school district financial
recovery; establishing the Financial Recovery School District Transi-
tional Loan Account; further providing for distress in school districts of
the first class; in intermediate units, further providing for subsidies for
services and for financial reports; further providing for manner of elec-
tion or approval; providing for performance review; further providing
for election of assistant district superintendents, for term and salary of
assistants, for commissions and for removal; in high schools, further
providing for attendance in other districts; and providing for wearing of
military uniform at graduation ceremony and for superintendents of
schools or buildings and of supplies.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

HB 1349 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.
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BILLS REREFERRED

SB 1362 (Pr. No. 2173) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for contracting
for State trooper services.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SB 1381 (Pr. No. 2138) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for employment
history review.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SB 1388 (Pr. No. 2175) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, in realty transfer tax, further provid-
ing for acquired company.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SB 1449 (Pr. No. 2027) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, providing for prevention of abduction of
children.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SB 1459 (Pr. No. 2139) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of December 12, 1973 (P.L.397, No.141),
known as the Professional Educator Discipline Act, making extensive
substantive and editorial changes; and providing for imposition of disci-
pline on additional grounds, for imposition of discipline on founded and
indicated reports, for confidentiality, for subpoenas and for disposition
of fees and fines collected.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1460 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1464 (Pr. No. 2205) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284),
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, further providing for
definitions, for acquisition of control of or merger or consolidation with
domestic insurer, for acquisitions involving insurers not otherwise cov-
ered, for registration of insurers, for standards and management of an
insurer within a holding company system and for examination; provid-
ing for supervisory colleges and for group-wide supervision for interna-
tional insurance groups; and further providing for confidential treat-
ment, for rules and regulations, for injunctions and certain prohibitions
and for sanctions.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1465, SB 1490 and HB 1548 -- Without objection, the
bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND RECOMMITTED

HB 1901 (Pr. No. 2570) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in grounds and buildings,
further providing for work to be done under contract let on bids and
exceptions.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was recommitted to the Committee
on Education.

BILL REREFERRED

HB 1913 (Pr. No. 3211) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing abatement of real estate taxes because of de-
struction or damage of property by Hurricane Irene or Tropical Storm
Lee, or the refund of the amount of such taxes by certain political subdi-
visions; and authorizing reassessment of properties retroactive to Au-
gust 1, 2011, and a limited moratorium on the increase of certain real
estate taxes.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

HB 1960 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 2151 (Pr. No. 3333) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:
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An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles, further provid-
ing for registration of snowmobile or ATV, for certificate of title for
snowmobile or ATV, for fees and for records; providing for vintage
snowmobile permits; and further providing for operation by persons
under age sixteen.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Committee on Local
Government to be held in the Rules room immediately.

The PRESIDENT. For the purpose of a meeting of the Com-
mittee on Local Government to be held in the Rules room imme-
diately, without objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator EICHELBERGER, from the Committee on Local
Government, reported the following bills:

HB 19 (Pr. No. 2964)

An Act amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331),
known as The First Class Township Code, in contracts, further provid-
ing for general regulations concerning contracts.

HB 21 (Pr. No. 2483)

An Act amending the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103, No.69), known
as The Second Class Township Code, in contracts, further providing for
letting contracts.

SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Senators VOGEL, SCHWANK, ARGALL, BOSCOLA,
BREWSTER, DINNIMAN, EICHELBERGER, ERICKSON,
FONTANA, PIPPY, SOLOBAY, STACK, TARTAGLIONE, D.
WHITE, YAW, FERLO, ALLOWAY, WAUGH, RAFFERTY,
PILEGGI and BRUBAKER, by unanimous consent, offered
Senate Resolution No. 320, entitled:

A Resolution designating the month of May 2012 as "Egg Month"
in Pennsylvania and recognizing Pennsylvania's strong poultry industry
which contributes to this Commonwealth's economy and provides resi-
dents with a bountiful supply of eggs that contributes to improving their
health.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Beaver, Senator Vogel.

Senator VOGEL. Mr. President, today I offer a resolution to
designate the month of May as "Egg Month" in Pennsylvania.

The American Egg Board dedicates May to raising egg aware-
ness. The mission of the American Egg Board is to increase the
demand for eggs and egg products on behalf of U.S. egg produc-
ers. Pennsylvania is the third largest egg-producing State in the
nation. Our Commonwealth has an average of 23.9 million hens
producing nearly 7 billion eggs, which contributes over $408
million to the State's economy each year.

Pennsylvania eggs meet high quality and safety standards, the
majority of which are certified under the Pennsylvania Egg Qual-
ity Assurance Program. Egg producers are also enrolled in the
PA Preferred program, further promoting the purchase of goods
produced in Pennsylvania. Agriculture is the nation's largest
employer and the number-one industry in our great Common-
wealth, thanks in large part to Pennsylvania's strong poultry in-
dustry, which provides residents with a bountiful supply of eggs
that contribute to improving their health. For this reason, I would
like to recognize May as Egg Month in Pennsylvania, and ask for
its unanimous support.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from Berks, Senator Schwank.
Senator SCHWANK. Mr. President, I cannot let that slide by.

I want to join my colleague in celebrating Egg Month, and he is
quite correct. Poultry is a huge industry, a big part of Pennsylva-
nia's agriculture. As we look at the PA Preferred program and
start to label Pennsylvania products, eggs will be one of the first,
if not already, labeled products. Again, I join my colleague in
celebrating this important month.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sue E.
McLaughlin, Foster Kaetzel, Matthew Pierce and to Hayes
Mellott by Senator Alloway.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Joshua David
Kovich, Richard Anthony Jackowski, Constance J. Reinhart and
to Larry A. Wittig by Senator Argall.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Green
Pastures Community Church of Easton by Senator Boscola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Feller
family, Dr. Boosara Ratanawongsa, Breydin Ritter, Keith
Zielinski, Diane Hanna, Kim Rivera, Jay Umstead, Bruce Seidel,
Kim Leatherman and to the Working Dog Press of Bethlehem by
Senator Browne and others. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to John
Bradshaw Butler by Senator Costa.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sergeant
Sharon Jann by Senator Farnese.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Paul Spurgin
by Senator Mensch.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael
Hardiman by Senator Rafferty.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James H.
King, Sr., by Senator Stack.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Thomas J.
McCarthy by Senator Tomlinson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jacob Robin-
son, Garrett Long and to Joshua Custer by Senator Vance.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Rose Marie
Mikulski by Senator Yudichak. 

SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Senators TARTAGLIONE, FERLO, EARLL, RAFFERTY,
BRUBAKER and FARNESE, by unanimous consent, offered
Senate Resolution No. 321, entitled:

A Resolution recognizing the month of May 2012 as "Older Ameri-
cans Month" in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Tartaglione.

Senator TARTAGLIONE. Mr. President, since 1963, we have
been honoring the lives, accomplishments, and contributions of
older Americans in our society. Today, it is in that same spirit
that we remember and pay tribute to older Americans in this
Commonwealth. Through the actions of older Americans, we
have fought and won wars, developed technological advance-
ments, and led the industrialization of the world.

Currently in Pennsylvania, thanks to medical breakthroughs,
we see that people are living longer lives and remaining active in
their communities far beyond their retirement years. As a result,
we are facing new opportunities, as well as challenges that re-
quire us to think differently about healthcare and long-term care.
Having one of the largest older adult populations, it is important
that we insure that these challenges are addressed for older adults
now and in years to come. We must take measures to maintain
the health of Pennsylvania's older adults, while also recognizing
and employing their knowledge and skills to continue the for-
ward progression of this State. We must insure these individuals
are afforded ample opportunities to remain healthy and active
within society.

For the past several years, it has been my privilege to offer a
resolution in the Senate to designate the month of May as "Older
Americans Month" here in Pennsylvania. This is their theme:
"Never Too Old To Play," which pays homage to the many ways
in which older adults and younger generations can interact so-
cially within their communities. I urge all residents of this State
to honor our older citizens, as well as those who care for them,
during the month of May and throughout the entire year.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to support this resolution
and declare May 2012 as "Older Americans Month, Never Too
Old To Play,? in Pennsylvania.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator BROWNE. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit-
tees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The bills were as follows:

SB 155, SB 161, SB 946, SB 1346, HB 3, HB 17, HB 19, HB
21, HB 156 and HB 1934.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 2012

 Off the Floor LOCAL GOVERNMENT (to consider Rules Cmte.
House Bills No. 19, 21 and 1857) Conf. Room

THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2012

  9:00 A.M. TASK FORCE ON CHILD Rms. A&B
PROTECTION (to consider issues Rangos
related to mandated reporters of child Research
abuse and training of mandated Bldg.
reporters) Children's

Hospital 
UPMC

FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2012

  2:00 P.M. LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT Hrg. Rm. 1
COMMISSION (Public Administrative North Off.
Hearing to vote upon the adoption of a
Final Plan)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2012

  9:30 A.M. COMMUNICATIONS AND Room 8E-B
TECHNOLOGY (to consider East Wing
Senate Bill No. 1345)

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Kitchen.

Senator KITCHEN. Mr. President, about 2 weeks ago, what
I consider to be a very good thing occurred. We added over $500
million to our spend number, and most of it will go toward help-
ing men, women, children, and senior citizens here in the State
of Pennsylvania. It is a time that we can be proud of because we
worked together to achieve that. But, Mr. President, since I have
been in this Senate, we have worked on any number of things
and were able to come up with solutions. It seems as though
when we want to find a solution that is acceptable to everyone, 



478 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL — SENATE MAY 23,

all the Members, we are able to do it. But at the same time, we
are continuing our assault, and yes, it is an assault, on seniors
and poor people in this State.

Some of the proposals, the idea is good, the idea that an
able-bodied person can work is a good idea, but in terms of how
we reach that goal is unreasonable. I do not understand why Sec-
retary Alexander cannot expand his committee to include Mem-
bers of this Senate for their suggestions and ideas as to how some
of these proposals can be accomplished. I will give you a good
example. A proposal that anybody applying for food stamps or
TANF must have three job interviews within 30 days because
that is the way it is for unemployment or the proposal for unem-
ployment is just unrealistic. At the least, a person should have 60
to 90 days to get themselves together to be able to get a decent
outfit and car fare to be able to get to their interviews, if that is
possible and if the person has the skills.

Also, the issue of General Assistance, the Secretary continues
to say that there is not any reimbursement for people who are on
General Assistance, and research keeps stating that when a per-
son is on GA and they are found eligible for SSI, then the State
is reimbursed a portion of that. The Secretary never, ever men-
tions this. Like I said, some of the proposals are good, but the
way that we are going about accomplishing it, it needs to be re-
vamped and it needs to be back into the Members' hands, as it
once was.

I still continue to say, using the asset test, especially for se-
niors and people who have lost their jobs, and to continue to
apply it the way that we are, is unfair and is not a way that we
are helping the citizens of Pennsylvania, and we can do so.
Sometimes, Mr. President, I am very sorry, but when we look at
some of these issues that we are supposedly accomplishing and
the way we are going about it, it is like abuse of power. I under-
stand that there have to be changes, everybody understands there
have to be changes, but to just throw people off of any type of
assistance, to demand people go after a job who do not have
skills, maybe they are physically unable to within 30 days, is just
unreasonable.

I really hope, going forward in the future, that the Secretary
can include the people who are elected to make these laws, and
not just with the attitude that it is my way or the highway.

Thank you, Mr. President.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lehigh, Senator Browne.

Senator BROWNE. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Monday, June 4, 2012, at 1 p.m., Eastern Day-
light Saving Time, unless sooner recalled by the President pro
tempore.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 12:10 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving

Time.


