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SESSION OF 2008 192ND OF THE GENERAL ASSEM BLY No. 4

SENATE

WEDNESDAY, January 16, 2008

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Standard Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker
Knoll) in the Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Pastor TIM McGARVEY, of Altoona Alliance
Church, Altoona, offered the following prayer:

It is an honor and privilege to be here this morning. I want to
thank Senator Eichelberger for his invitation, and to the Senate,
it is indeed a privilege to stand here before you and open this
Session in prayer.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, our Father in heaven, we thank You for this

day, the day that You have made. We will rejoice and be glad in
it. We have been commanded in the Scriptures to pray for those
over us in government positions, and this morning I count it a
privilege to be able to stand before this group and pray for these
Senators and for this business Session that will take place.

We pray, Lord, for Your guidance and Your direction. We
know that Your guidance is always perfect. Lord, we know that
Your goodness is there for the asking, and we thank You for
Your amazing grace. We pray for Your wisdom. We pray for
strength for these Senators as they take care of the business of
this wonderful State that You have allowed us to live in, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We pray that You would bless
the leaders of this State, and again we pray that God would bless
the United States of America. This we pray in the name of our
savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Pastor McGarvey, who
is the guest today of Senator Eichelberger.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNOR

NOMINATIONS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

Commonwealth, which were read as follows and referred to the
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations:

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
GAME COMMISSION

January 15, 2008

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark (District 6), 611 East Darby
Road, Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission, to serve for a term of eight years or until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, but no longer than six months beyond that period,
vice Stephen Mohr, Bainbridge, whose term expired.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS
IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE AND HEARING

January 15, 2008

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Clifford N. Steinig, D.O., FOCOO,
1500 Appletree Road, Harrisburg 17110, Dauphin County, Fifteenth
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the State Board of
Examiners in Speech-Language and Hearing, to serve for a term of three
years and until his successor is appointed and qualified, but not longer
than six months beyond that period, vice Edward F. Sickel, M.D., Camp
Hill, whose term expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

HOUSE MESSAGE

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in the resolution from the Sen-
ate, entitled:

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com- Weekly recess.
munications in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the
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BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator ARMSTRONG; from the Committee on Appropria-
tions, reported the following bills:

SB 313 (Pr. No. 1692) (Amended) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of September 27, 1961 (P.L.1700,
No.699), known as the Pharmacy Act, further providing for definitions;
and providing for registration, qualifications and supervision of phar-
macy technicians and pharmacy technician trainees.

SB 987 (Pr. No. 1620) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.317),
known as The Third Class City Code, providing for emergency services.

SB 1023 (Pr. No. 1350) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of February 14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2),
known as the Acupuncture Registration Act, redesignating registration
as licensure.

HB 500 (Pr. No. 2777) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of December 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, providing for perfusionist
licensing, qualifications, supervision and scope of practice, regulations
and exemptions.

HB 501 (Pr. No. 2778) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L. 1109, No.261),
known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice Act, providing for
perfusionist licensing, qualifications, supervision and scope of practice,
regulations and exemptions.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lackawanna, Sena-
tor Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I request legislative
leaves for Senator Fumo, Senator Stout, Senator Washington,
and Senator Connie Williams.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Mellow requests legislative leaves
for Senator Fumo, Senator Stout, Senator Washington, and Sena-
tor Connie Williams.

Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained a leave of absence for
Senator CORMAN, for today's Session, for personal reasons.

Senator MELLOW asked and obtained a leave of absence for
Senator COSTA, for today's Session, for personal reasons.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNALS APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journals of the Sessions of December
5, 2007, and December 10, 2007, are now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journals of the Sessions of
December 5, 2007, and December 10, 2007.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I move that further read-
ing of the Journals be dispensed with and that the Journals be
approved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

HB 1131 (Pr. No. 1382) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103, No.69), known
as The Second Class Township Code, providing for the establishment
of fire and emergency medical services.

HB 1133 (Pr. No. 1384) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L.1656,
No.581), known as The Borough Code, providing for specific powers
of boroughs relating to emergency services.

HB 1134 (Pr. No. 1385) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331),
known as The First Class Township Code, providing for specific powers
relating to emergency services.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a legislative
leave for Senator Piccola.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a legislative leave
for Senator Piccola.

Armstrong Fumo O'Pake Stout
Baker Gordner One Tartaglione
Boscola Greenleaf Piccola Tomlinson
Browne Hughes Pileggi Vance
Brubaker Kasunic Pippy Washington
Dinniman Kitchen Punt Waugh
Earll LaValle Rafferty White, Donald
Eichelberger Logan Regola White, Mary Jo
Erickson Madigan Rhoades Williams, Anthony H.

Ferlo Mcllhinney Robbins Williams, Constance
Folmer Mellow Scamati Wonderling
Fontana Musto Stack Wozniak

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journals are approved.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT T. REGOLA

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Westmoreland, Senator Regola.

Senator REGOLA. Madam President, I am pleased to be
joined today by the PIAA Class AA State Champion Jeannette
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Jayhawks High School Football Team. I am proud to say that the
Jayhawks, led on the sidelines by head coach Ray Reitz and on
the field by quarterback Terrelle Pryor, just wrapped up an unde-
feated season in which they scored an amazing 860 points in 16
games.

As everyone in the Chamber is aware, Pennsylvania, and in
particular western Pennsylvania, has the distinction of being the
home of many great football stars, and without a doubt, Terrelle
Pryor put up some amazing statistics and has an excellent chance
to join that distinguished list. He is the first player in WPIAL
history to amass 4,000 yards passing and rushing, and this year
Terrelle earned a number of honors, including the award as the
U.S. Player of the Year, the Pete Dawkins Trophy as MVP of the
U.S. Army All-American Bowl, and he was named USA Today's
Offensive Player of the Year. We certainly wish him the best as
he moves on to his collegiate career.

However, football is a team sport, and all of the young men
here are stars. This team capped off a remarkable year in a mem-
orable fashion by capturing the Class AA Championship on De-
cember 15 when they defeated the Dunmore Bucks in Hershey
by a score of 49 to 21.

This special season, which marked the school's eighth WPIAL
championship, brought excitement and a renewed sense of pride
to McKee Stadium and for everyone in the Jeannette community.

Madam President, the team is here today, accompanied by the
head coach, Ray Reitz; Robert Murphy, the athletic director; and
several assistant coaches and trainers, along with the school
board.

I ask my colleagues in the Senate to present their usual warm
welcome to the Pennsylvania State AA champion Jeannette
Jayhawks. Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. Will the 2007 PIAA Class AA State cham-
pion Jeannette Jayhawks, their coaches, the school board, and
Terrelle Pryor please rise.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I would just like to

offer my congratulations. I had the opportunity of attending the
football game at Hershey, and I have to say that I have seen a lot
of high school football games, having been a high school football
official for many years, but I think the Jeannette football team is
one of the finest high school football teams that I have ever seen.
Having officiated a number of games, as I said, in high school
football, a lot of playoff games, I think Terrelle Pryor is probably
the best high school football player that I have ever seen.

I would like to congratulate him, not only his teammates and
his coaching staff, but especially, I had the opportunity of watch-
ing him play in the high school all-American game sponsored by
the United States Army 2 weeks ago on a Saturday, and not only
did he distinguish himself on the football field, but in his inter-
view during the game, he handled himself in a very proper fash-
ion. I was proud that he was not only a high school athlete in
Pennsylvania, but equally as important, an individual who could
really handle himself with the news media.

I think this team has to be congratulated, because as I said, it
is one of the best high school football teams I have ever seen,
and unquestionably, Terrelle Pryor is the best high school athlete

I have ever watched play on a high school football field and in-
deed in this great Commonwealth. They truly are to be congratu-
lated on a tremendous season with a tremendous coaching staff
and an outstanding performance. So as the individual who repre-
sents Dunmore High School who attended the football game,
congratulations.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR JOHN EICHELBERGER
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Blair, Senator Eichelberger.

Senator EICHELBERGER. Madam President, it is a privilege
for me today to have the pastor of the day here in the Senate as
my guest, Pastor Tim McGarvey. He brought with him his wife
and two of his four children. His wife, Brenda, works at the Fam-
ily Christian Bookstore in Altoona.

They had an interesting year this year. Pastor Tim's church
burned to the ground earlier in 2007. It was on a Sunday, and of
course it was a big news story in our area. It was a very large
church, and unfortunately, it burned. So as we speak, they are
searching for a new location and looking to build or buy another
property. But Tim has endured, their congregation stayed to-
gether, and they worship in other church facilities throughout the
area.

Two of Tim and Brenda's sons are with them today. Branden,
who is 14 years of age, is an eighth grader at Keith Junior High
School in Altoona, and Bryce, who is 11 years old, is in fifth
grade at Logan Elementary School in Altoona in Logan Town-
ship. They also have two other sons, Andrew and Ryan, both in
college. Andrew is at Geneva College in Beaver Falls, Pennsyl-
vania, and Ryan is at Toccoa Falls College, which is near At-
lanta, Georgia.

So I ask the Senate to join me with a warm welcome for our
pastor and his family today.

The PRESIDENT. Will Pastor McGarvey, Brenda, Bryce, and
Branden please rise so we can welcome you.

(Applause.)

GUEST OF SENATOR ROBERT J. MELLOW
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I want to introduce to
you a young lady who has been working in my office for the last
several weeks. She is ajunior at Ithaca College majoring in soci-
ology. The unique thing about this young lady is that when most
college students would have the opportunity of having a break
from school, a winter break during Christmastime, very few of
them want to go to work. Well, this young woman wanted to
come to Harrisburg and work because she has some potential
interest in studying the field of law. But equally as important,
Madam President, she is the niece of one of our Senators, Sena-
tor Barry Stout, who you all know has been out for a few weeks
because of an injury he sustained. I would like Sydney Otto, who
is a junior at Ithaca College and who has been working for my
office during her break for the winter, for Christmas, to stand up
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and have the Senate give her our cordial welcome. Sydney,
would you kindly stand.

The PRESIDENT. Will Sydney please rise.
(Applause.)

CALENDAR

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 776 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 497 and HR 606 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL REREFERRED

SB 949 (Pr. No. 1685) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for bituminous coal mines; and making a repeal.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1027 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 194, ADOPTED

Senator PILEGGI, without objection, called up from page 2
of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 194, entitled:

A Resolution directing the Joint State Government Commission to
establish a legislative task force with an advisory committee of experts
to review, update and codify Pennsylvania's public health law.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

RECESS

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Committee on Finance
to be held in the Rules room immediately.

The PRESIDENT. For the purpose of a meeting of the Com-
mittee on Finance to be held in the Rules room immediately,
without objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILL REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator BROWNE, from the Committee on Finance, reported
the following bill:

SB 1229 (Pr. No.1693) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing, in corporate net
income, for the definition of "taxable income."

SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Senators ERICKSON, SCARNATI, MELLOW, KASUNIC,
CORMAN, MUSTO, FERLO, FONTANA, O'PAKE, ORIE,
PICCOLA, KITCHEN, BAKER, WASHINGTON,
DINNIMAN, TOMLINSON, MADIGAN, LOGAN,
TARTAGLIONE, BRUBAKER, GREEN LEAF, FOLMER,
PIPPY, BROWNE, C. WILLIAMS, EARLL, WAUGH,
REGOLA, GORDNER, D. WHITE, McILHINNEY,
WONDERLIN ARMSTRONG, A. WILLIAMS and COSTA
by unanimous consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 223, enti-
tled:

A Resolution declaring the week of January 27 through February
2, 2008, as "Catholic Schools Week" in this Commonwealth.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Erickson.

Senator ERICKSON. Madam President, as indicated, this
resolution designates January 27 through February 2, 2008, as
Catholic Schools Week. In the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
approximately 184,000 students annually are educated in the
Catholic elementary and secondary schools. These schools instill
in the young people a strong foundation of values, self-esteem,
self-confidence, and leadership skills. The young people then
gain values and academic skills needed to become responsible
citizens of this Commonwealth. I would note also that in my
counties there is a very rich tradition of neighborhood schools
and a sense of community.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Chester, Senator Dinniman.
Senator DINNIMAN. Madam President, I rise to further sup-

port Senator Erickson's resolution. The Catholic school tradition
is an important one throughout this Commonwealth. When you
think, all the citizens should realize, of any faith, the amount of
tax dollars that are saved when we have school choice and the
opportunity for students to go to faith-based educational opportu-
nities and other private schools, and so I rise in support of this
resolution.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Rafferty.
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Senator RAFFERTY. Madam President, I went to Catholic
school, first through eighth grade, and hopefully that is a good
omen for the Catholic schools. Some of my colleagues may not
agree. But they are certainly a most worthwhile benefit to the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. When you look back on the
history of Catholic education in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, and the amazement that I still have to this day of our fore-
fathers scrimping and saving and building these magnificent
churches and schools, and today those schools are still turning
out a quality education and a real credit to Catholic education
and to the private school system here in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. I, too, want to lend my support to Senator
Erickson's resolution and ask for unanimous adoption.

Thank you, Madam President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Trout by Senator Armstrong.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Earl Cosgrove, Thurston Shumway, Joseph W. Sonner and to the
Rotary Club of Dallas by Senator Baker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Gene Ashner by Senator Browne.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Peter Mayes
by Senators Browne and Boscola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Easton Coach
Company, Fowler Family Southside Center of Northampton
Community College and to the Allentown Campus of St. Luke's
Hospital and Health Network by Senator Browne and others.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert John
Borrell, the Warwick Community Ambulance Association and to
the Bollman Hat Company of Adamstown by Senator Brubaker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Wesley L. Mountz, Ashley Beasom, Jonathan Howard Morgan,
Nick Trego, Devan Shoemaker, Zeke Pyle, Brittany Kerstetter,
Wesley Chub, Noah Loht, Barry Sheets and to Valerie Laub by
Senator Corman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Brian
Gallagher, Darcie Goldberg, the Immaculata University Art
Show, Serving at the Crossroads of West Chester and to the West
Chester Public Library by Senator Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. David
Dennis Dunn by Senator Earll.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jeffery Stuby,
Jr., and to Ruth M. Harteis by Senator Eichelberger.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James E. No-
ble, Sr., and to Patricia A. Conneen by Senator Erickson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Vincent J.
Sladic, Kate Sprague, Judith Wilson and to Roger Humphries by
Senator Ferlo.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Paul Savini,
Shirley A. Karinch and to William Walton by Senator Folmer.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Elijah Grant Crossley, Eric Dru Kissinger and to the citizens of
Ralpho Township by Senator Gordner.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Catherine E.
Russell-Minnis by Senator Hughes.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reverend
Ellis I. Washington by Senators Hughes and Kitchen.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Matthew D.
Orlowski and to Anthony P. Pallotta by Senator Logan.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Lisa C.
Thomas and to the Lackawanna County Library System by Sena-
tor Mellow.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Very Rev-
erend Monsignor John Bendik, Joseph Tavaglione and to Serento
Gardens of Hazleton by Senator Musto.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reverend
Janice L. Grant, David Lee Seidel, Ruth Hartman, Ada R.
McCracken, Robert S. Jefferson, Benjamin Daniel Nicholas,
Jermaine D. Edwards and to the Pennsylvania Young Farmers'
Association by Senator O'Pake.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Cory J.
Falcona, Robert Scott Platt, William Paul Farren, Timothy J.
Geisler, Ray Melnyk, John William Ries, Lester Vogel and to the
Ross Township Fire Police by Senator Orie.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
John E. Bowerman, Robert Pickel and to Sean Brame by Senator
Piccola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kevin Mi-
chael Struempfler and to the Lighthouse Youth Center of Oxford
by Senator Pileggi.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Andrew
Thomas Alstadt by Senator Pippy.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Evelyn M.
Omer by Senator Punt.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Thomas M.
Gauby, Jr., by Senator Rafferty.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Curtis W. Herb, Mr. and Mrs. Aldo Razza, Mr. and Mrs. Francis
J. Parana, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Copeland, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Urda, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan A. Ives, David Thomas Lieberum,
Robert E. Marshall, Jr., and to Zachary Thomas Phillips by Sena-
tor Regola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael Ca-
sino, Ruth Jane Balliett and to Zachary Hay by Senator Rhoades.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Honorable
James P. Unger, Robert H. Miles, R. Thomas Williamson, John
E. Webster, Margaret Madeline Davenport Wolford and to the
Transfer Volunteer Fire Department by Senator Robbins.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Harold A. Bundy, Mr. and Mrs. John McDannel, Mr. and Mrs.
Allen George, Penny Eddy, Evelyn M. Grant, Alexander
Foradori, Jr., Aaron J. Carpin and to Clearfield Lodge 314, Free
and Accepted Masons, by Senator Scarnati.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
David Kelso and to Roger N. Waters by Senator Stout.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Raymond
O'Donnell, Jr., Scott Bui and to Ashley LaTorre by Senator
Tartaglione.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael
Kemps and to Jacob V. Stockert by Senator Tomlinson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reverend
Joseph Luther Kugle, Robert L. Beard, Ryan E. Fetrow, Joshua
Henry and to Washington Fire Company No. I of Mechanics-
burg by Senator Vance.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ronald L.
Bachman by Senators Washington and Folmer.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
S. Scott Cooper, Darren Lee Brown, Jr., Jordan R. Grothouse
and to the York County Adult Drug Treatment Court by Senator
Waugh.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Jerry Longwell, Mario Y.A. Nolan, Cora Mumau Wetzel, Brian
William Hone and to Merchants National Bank of Kittanning by
Senator D. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
James Clarke, the Honorable Daniel P. George, Matthew Allen
Hartzell and to Matthew Jared Dean by Senator M.J. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Honorable
Ronald G. Waters, Maxine Brown and to Stephen Vesotsky by
Senator A.H. Williams.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Memorial
Library of Radnor Township by Senator C. Williams.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dorothy Van
Landeghem, Nicolas H. DiDomizio and to James M. Algeo by
Senator Wonderling.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Volunteer
Medical Service Corp of Lansdale by Senators Wonderling and
Greenleaf.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Rafferty, Mr. and Mrs. Zane Strunk, Mr. and Mrs.
Harold L. Gower and to Allen D. Green by Senator Wozniak.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Thomas F. Lee by Senator Baker.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Charles Owen Kitzmiller by Senator Corman.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Margaret Jane Hoffman by Senator Mcllhinney.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Lieutenant Colonel Richard J. Berrettini by Senator Robbins.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Lorraine Rita Taylor by Senator Washington.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late James Penn Jackson, Jr., by Senator A.H. Williams.

BILL ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator RHOADES. Madam President, I move that the Senate
do now proceed to consideration of the bill reported from com-
mittee for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to.
The bill was as follows:

SB 1229.

And said bill having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.

Senator BOSCOLA. Madam President, for the past 10 years,
the people of Pennsylvania have been paying for the promise and
the benefits of a deregulated electric market. This free market
appealed to everyone's common sense. More choices, more com-
petition, and lower electric bills, because everyone would be able
to pick up the phone to shop around and get a better deal. At that
time, electric customers were at the mercy of a legally protected
monopoly and you only had two choices: pay your bill or we will
cut off your power.

A lot has happened in the past 10 years. A whole new energy
debate is now taking place in our Commonwealth and across this
country, but one very important thing has not happened. Despite
all the technological advances and the blessings of State and
Federal law, the competitive free market that was promised to the
people of Pennsylvania, one that would virtually guarantee some
blue light specials for smart people who could find them--and if
you clip coupons, you know what I mean--this did not happen.

That promise that all Pennsylvania stakeholders pledged 10
years ago--and I do not want to hear any more whining that it was
forced upon the poor electric companies--has not been kept. The
electric companies were at the table, they were part of the pro-
cess, and they did everything they could to cover their assets, if
you know what I mean. There is no competition, no competitive
market in Pennsylvania today. It has not happened. In fact, it is
nowhere in sight. You have a better chance right now of seeing
a UFO in Pennsylvania than you have trying to find a real com-
petitive market for electricity somewhere, anywhere in this Com-
monwealth.

Once again, ratepayers are at the mercy of their electric com-
pany. But this time, the stakes are much higher. Under State law,
regulated utilities were guaranteed a just and reasonable return
that guaranteed reasonably higher rates in return for the guaran-
tee of building power generation. More power plants equaled
more supply to meet growing demand. But when five of Pennsyl-
vania's largest power companies, affecting 85 percent of all
Pennsylvanians, will no longer be regulated beginning in 2010,
the only guarantee is that your monthly electric bill is going to
get higher and higher before you even know it.

For the past 10 years, the people of Pennsylvania paid and
paid and did their part. We paid, the people of Pennsylvania paid
$10 billion in stranded costs so that the power companies in
Pennsylvania would not be so mired in public debt that they
would be less competitive and less able to fmance new genera-
tion projects. So they, the power companies, would not be at the
mercy of out-of-State competitors and a free market. Competitors
like Enron, for example. And what have we received in return for
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our $10 billion investment? If your monthly electric bill has gone
down lately, raise your hand. Anyone? Electric bill go down?
Neither has mine.

But in the past 10 years, after we gave them $10 billion, these
same utility companies have become huge energy conglomerates
and holding companies. They are now global companies. Thanks
to our $10 billion, Pennsylvania power companies bought up
power plants in other States and even in some other countries.
Their stocks went up, and shareholders were very happy. And we
kept waiting for the day when we could finally get government
out of the way, shop around for a better deal, and make compet-
ing power plants fight for our business. Like that one ad on TV,
that Internet ad where the guy in the sweater goes to
mortgage.com instead of his longtime local banker, then tells the
big-shot banker that he is personally pulling for him and hopes
he will be able to compete with all the other mortgage companies
and give him the lowest possible price and keep his business.

Well, guess what? It is still a game of monopoly. Sure, some
of the power companies divested the generation side of the utility
from the transmission and distribution side, forming a separate
but still closely-related company, and both companies being un-
der the same umbrella of a parent company. It makes you wonder
how much they really wanted to compete with each other, but at
least we now know why there is no competition, why we have no
choice, no opportunity to go out there and shop around for lower
prices.

The people of Pennsylvania paid $10 billion, and they deserve
something in return, something better than corporate excuses,
and something a lot better than a monthly electric bill that is so
high you think it must be a mistake. So you call the 800-number
listed there on that bill, and you hear a recording saying, wel-
come to deregulation; enjoy the free market while you can afford
it.

We, we the people, deserve the promise of choice and the
benefits of true competition. We all deserve it because we all
paid for it. We agreed to it, fair and square, and we upheld our
end of the bargain. Today, some of these companies are making
record profits. Their profits are high, are higher than they have
been in decades. More money and more profits than at any other
time in history.

So 10 years later, we stand here today. And we are being told
that our $10 billion really just guaranteed two things are going to
happen with full deregulation: record profits and record rate
increases. And if you believe that this happened just by accident,
I have a bridge in my Senate district to sell you. That is the truth.
You know it, and I know it. Higher gas prices, higher heating oil
prices, higher food prices, higher medical bills. And the higher
cost of everything does not leave much room in your household
budget to afford a monthly electric bill that is going to go up 50
percent.

That is what the power companies call deregulation in Penn-
sylvania, and that is what the people of Pennsylvania get in re-
turn for their $10 billion down payment for electric choice and
electric competition. That is why we need to pull the plug on
deregulation.

Ten years ago, Congress and the State legislature and more
than a dozen other States voted for "what if?" What if we could
give the people of Pennsylvania lower electric rates by opening

up our Commonwealth to real competition? What if customers
could choose for themselves instead of being under the thumb of
a giant utility monopoly company? Today, 10 years later, we
have a chance to vote on "what is." Today there is no real com-
petitive market for electric customers in Pennsylvania. There is
no choice, there is no shopping around, there is no better deal.
There is only pay your bill or sit in the dark.

Ratepayers are once again at the mercy of huge energy con-
glomerates. That is what it is today. That is what we get for $10
billion: an empty promise, a false hope, a consumer rip-off, be-
cause our State-regulated utility companies have grown into
global energy conglomerates and huge multinational holding
companies that do not exist anymore to serve you and me with
affordable, reliable energy. They exist to make the most profits
that they can and as much as they can get away with.

It is time. It is time that consumers get the rate relief that they
were promised. They deserve a dividend, too. And as we move
forward in the next couple of months, I look forward to working
with my colleagues and everyone in this Chamber in the months
ahead to make sure that the consumers get what they paid for.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. Thank you very much, Senator Boscola,

because that is a lot of information you just conveyed, and we
appreciate it.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Schuylkill, Senator
Rhoades.

Senator RHOADES. Madam President, one of the most trou-
bling problems our constituents are facing today is the exploding
cost of higher education. For many Pennsylvanians, the goal that
parents want for their children, or an independent adult or a sin-
gle parent, is to pursue a college education. And it is not just a
goal, it is essential. It is a ticket to the opportunities waiting for
them in the working world. It is a chance for a stable, prosperous,
and fulfilled life. But year after year, the people we represent see
the cost of college tuition rising, rising so much and so quickly
that they fear that a college education for their children or for
themselves may be out of reach.

An old number, and this is not exact, but a student coming out
of college now owes approximately, it was at that time, $17,000,
$18,000. I think it is up around $20,000. It could be more. I will
stand corrected on the number. Looking at that number, those
tens of thousands of dollars, imagine what that would do to the
economy if that person were able to put it down on a home or
build a new home or buy a product they want, what it would do
for our economy, instead of going into the bank to be loaned out
again and more paid on it again.

If you want an illustration of what this inflation rate is like, an
article I saw in the paper a couple of weeks back when gas was
around $2.75, $2.80 said that if you applied the inflation rate of
higher education to that $2.75, $2.80, you would presently be
paying $9.15 for a gallon of gas. That is how inflation in higher
ed has gone.

There is no reason that this should be happening in Pennsylva-
nia. Here in the General Assembly, we have put in our budget
and have spent $1.2 billion this year on our State universities and
community colleges. We can do something about it. I propose
that we do, and we can begin doing it today. But I want to tell
you, it is not a precedent, or shall I say this is not new, we are not
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establishing precedent. This was done before. This was done
during Governor Casey's tenure.

Madam President, I am introducing legislation that will cap
tuition increases at our State-related universities, our
State-system universities, and at our community colleges, and as
soon as I can find a way, I am going to transfer that on to our
private colleges and universities, where tuition will increase by
no more than the rate of inflation, And if it does increase the rate
of inflation, these colleges will forfeit their State appropriations.

Does anybody think about Act I? Remember what we said to
school districts? If you go above that budget, it has to be ap-
proved by the people. It is a little difficult to do with colleges,
but if they want to go above the inflation rate, then I think they
have to learn to control their costs. We have to make education
affordable. For years, we have encouraged our colleges to con-
trol their tuition increases, but today I am not asking them to do
it, I am telling them that they must do it. They have failed to heed
our requests on numerous occasions. This is the end result.

I ask, why should we, here in the General Assembly, assist in
perpetuating debt? For me, the question is not why we should do
this. It is not why we should enact these bills. It is not why we
should solve this problem. The question is, why should we not do
this? We cannot keep telling people that a college education is a
ticket to success if they cannot afford it. We can do something
about this. Again, if we have the courage, if we have the will, and
if we have the vision, we can do it. Let us give every and any
qualified student who desires an opportunity the chance to suc-
ceed.

Madam President, I thank you, and I end with my little quote:
Knowledge should not be the monopoly of higher education.
Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. Thank you, Senator Rhoades, for introduc-
ing legislation to cap tuition increases at our State colleges. It is
very important.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

MONDAY JANUARY 28, 2008

Off the Floor RULES AND EXECUTIVE Rules Cmte.
NOMINATIONS (to consider Senate Con£ Rm.
Bill No. 1 and certain executive
nominations)

TUESDAY. JANUARY 29, 2008

10:00 A.M. TRANSPORTATION (to consider Room 461
Senate Bills No. 295, 976, 1096 and Main Capitol
1201)

12:30 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (to consider Room 461
Senate Bills No. 949, 1019, 1063 and Main Capitol
1122)

12:30 P.M. STATE GOVERNMENT (to consider Room 8E-B
Senate Bill No. 820 and House Bill No. East Wing
1691)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2008

9:30 A.M. BANKING AND INSURANCE (to Hrg. Rm. 1
accept testimony on the proposed North Off.
merger between Highmark and
Independence Blue Cross, IBC, and
its impact on the health insurance
marketplace)

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2008

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Auditor Hrg. Rm. 1
General Budget Hearing) North Off.

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Historical and Hrg. Rm. I
Museum Commission Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
State Budget Hearing) North Off.

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Secretary Hrg. Rm. 1
Budget Hearing) North Off.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Labor and Industry Budget Hearing) North Off.

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Insurance Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Revenue Budget Hearing) North Off.

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (State Related Hrg. Rm. 1
Universities Budget Hearing) North Off.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Attorney Hrg. Rm. 1
General Budget Hearing) North Off.

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (PSERS/SERS Hrg Rm. I
Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Gaming Hrg. Rm. 1
Control Board Budget Hearing) North Off.

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (State System Hrg. Rm. 1
of I-Iigher Education Budget Hearing North Off.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Agriculture Budget Hearing) North Off,

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Health Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Corrections Budget Hearing) North Off.

MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2008

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Treasury Hrg. Rm. 1
Department Budget Hearing) North Off.

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Military and Veterans Affairs North Off.
Budget Hearing)

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Aging Budget Hearing) North Off.
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3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Liquor Control Hrg. Rm. I
Board Budget Hearing) North Off.

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Conservation and Natural Resources North Off.
Budget Hearing)

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (State Police Hrg. Rm. 1
Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Transportation Budget Hearing) North Off.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Education Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
General Services Budget Hearing) North Off.

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Environmental Protection North Off.
Budget Hearing)

THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Public Welfare Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Community and Economic North Off.
Development Budget Hearing)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Madam President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Monday, January 28, 2008, at 1 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 12:10 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.


