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The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker God, we pray, and we all say, Amen.
Knoll) in the Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend CRAIG GILES, of Triumph Baptist
Church, Sewickly, offered the following prayer:

May we bow our heads.
Dear God, who was and is to come, today we come to You at

this critical juncture of history, at such a unique crossroads in the
life of this Commonwealth and our nation, seeking Your guid-
ance and direction. You command and teach us to pray for our
leaders and for those who are in authority over us, so today we
ask that You would grant the Members of this legislative body
wisdom and vision, along with a sense of purpose and manifest
destiny in the way that they conduct the duties of their respective
offices and in the way that they develop and vote on bills and
budgets that affect the lives of the people of this Commonwealth
and nation.

Guide them to do this work that You have blessed them with October 11, 2007

the privilege to perform in a just and upright fashion. Let them
serve and legislate for the corporate good of the people, in coop-
eration and not in competition, in fairness and not with favorit-
ism, with compassion and not with corruption. Let them serve as Secretary of the Senate
faithful servants and stewards, and let them represent the entire
constituency of this Commonwealth, those native to this State, as
well as those who have migrated here, from the lightest of com-
plexion to the darkest, from those who speak the loudest to those Fiscal Year 2007 Audit Report
who cannot speak for themselves, from the most well to do to
those who need the most, and from those already born to those
not yet born.

I pray that You will bless and guide and direct these men and phia Parking Authority ("Authority") to submit to a fiscal audit of its
women with all the integrity, character, and courage that they
need today, and that they will need for the days ahead. Let them
legislate with a sense of accountability, knowing that one day
You will judge their actions and intentions. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to

Now, 0 God, we submit ourselves to You. Help these men
and women to lead well with a servants heart, that this body may
so shine as a beacon of light in the way that they serve and lead,
that it illuminates the course of this Commonwealth, this nation,
and the nations of the world.

Please bless our soldiers, those who sacrifice, that we may
enjoy our liberty and freedom, and I ask You to unify us, unify

as one nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for
all.

We thank you for all that you have done, and we ask this
blessing in the name that is above every name. In Your name, 0

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Giles, who is
the guest today of Senator One.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

GENERAL COMMUNICATION

THE PHILADELPHIA PARKING AUTHORITY
FISCAL YEAR 2007 AUDIT REPORT

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munication, which was read by the Clerk as follows:

THE PHILADELPHIA PARKING AUTHORITY
3101 Market Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-2895

Certified Mail RRR No. 7099 3220 0002 7736 8007

Honorable Mark Corrigan

Senate Box 203053
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2020

Re: The Philadelphia Parking Authority

Dear Secretary Corrigan:

As you are aware, Section 6 of Act 2004-94 requires The Philadel-

books, accounts, and records by a certified public accountant on an
annual basis. Enclosed please find the Authority's Fiscal Year 2007
Audit Report, approved at the Authority's Board of Directors meeting
on August 23, 2007.

contact me.

Respectfully yours,
The Philadelphia Parking Authority

us as a people, not as conservatives or moderates or liberals, but

DENNIS G. WELDON, Jr.
General Counsel
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The PRESIDENT. This report will be filed in the Library.

APPOINTMENT BY THE
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to announce the Presi-
dent pro tempore has made the following appointments:

Ms. Michele Denk as a member of the Tobacco Use Preven-
tion and Cessation Advisory Committee.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The SECRETARY. Consent has been given for the Commit-
tee on Transportation to add Senate Bill No. 1133 to the agenda
of its off-the-floor meeting.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator M.J. WHITE, from the Committee on Environmental
Resources and Energy, reported the following bills:

SB 305 (Pr. No. 341)

An Act amending the act of July 7, 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known
as the Solid Waste Management Act, further providing for permit and
license application requirements and for enforcement orders; and pro-
viding for repeat violations.

SB 1017 (Pr. No. 1269)

An Act amending the act of July 5, 1989 (P1.166, No.31), known
as the Phosphate Detergent Act, further providing for exclusions and
exceptions.

SB 1068 (Pr. No. 1372)

An Act amending the act of October 18, 1988 (P.L.756, No.108),
known as the Hamdous Sites Cleanup Act, further providing for the
fund and for civil penalties.

SB 1069 (Pr. No. 1373)

An Act amending the act of July 2, 1993 (P.L.359, No.50), known
as the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund Act, further
providing for annual reports; and making editorial changes.

SB 1086 (Pr. No. 1378)

An Act amending the act of August 7, 1936 (1st Sp.Sess., P.L.106,
No.46), referred to as the Flood Control Law, further providing for
contracts and acquisition of property; and providing for annual adjust-
ment and for evasion of advertising requirements.

HB 43 (Pr. No. 68)

An Act amending Title 27 (Environmental Resources) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for uniform environmental
covenants.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request temporary
Capitol leaves for Senator Baker, Senator Robbins, Senator
Tomlinson, Senator Waugh, and Senator Piccola.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests temporary Capitol
leaves for Senator Baker, Senator Robbins, Senator Tomlinson,
Senator Waugh, and Senator Piccola.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lackawanna, Sena-
tor Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I request legislative
leaves for Senator Fumo and Senator Stout.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Mellow requests legislative leaves
for Senator Fumo and Senator Stout.

Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Senator MELLOW asked and obtained a military leave of
absence, pursuant to Senate Rule XXI(3), for Senator STACK.

CALENDAR

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 190
CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER, ADOPTED

Senator PILEGGI, without objection, called up from page 5
of the Calendar, as a Special Order of Business, Senate Resolu-
tion No. 190, entitled:

A Resolution designating the week of October 21 through 27, 2007,
as "Respiratory Care Week" in Pennsylvania and commending respira-
tory therapists for their outstanding contributions to health care.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED
LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Robbins has returned, and his
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled.
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SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT T. REGOLA

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Westmoreland, Senator Regola.

Senator REGOLA. Madam President, it is with great pride
that I introduce to the Senate the 2007 Westmoreland Fair
Queen, Emily Farah, of Greensburg. She is an honor student at
Greater Latrobe Senior High School, where she is active in a
number of clubs and student organizations, including the Leaders
of Tomorrow, the Key Club, Interact Club, Letterman's Club, and
the Pep Club. Emily is vice president of the Latin National Honor
Society and is secretary of the Junior Classical League, where
she volunteered for winter Special Olympics at the ski resorts in
the Laurel Highlands.

In addition to her academic activities, she is extremely active
in the 4-H program in Westmoreland County. She is a member
of the 4-H Teens Against Tobacco Use, and won a first-place
award in August for her speech on youth tobacco issues in our
communities. Emily's other 4-H activities include the Trail-
blazer's Therapeutic Horseback Riding Club, Harrold Alwine
Horse and Pony Club, Veterinary Science Club, and she serves
on the Westmoreland 4-H Council. She is joined today in the
gallery by her mother, Bernadette Farah.

Madam President, I ask the Senate to extend its usual warm
welcome and greetings to Emily Farah, the 2007 Westmoreland
County Fair Queen, and her mother, Bernadette.

The PRESIDENT. Will Emily and her mother, Bernadette,
please rise so we can welcome you.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR STEWART GREENLEAF
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Greenleaf.

Senator GREENLEAF. Madam President, I rise to take the
opportunity to introduce and acknowledge the Wissahickon High
School Robotics Team, which is in the gallery. They had a press
conference today about their involvement in this project. They
are very successful, and I would like the Senate to acknowledge
them.

The PRESIDENT. Would the Wissahickon High School Ro-
botics Team please rise so we can welcome you.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR JOHN C. RAFFERTY
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Rafferty.

Senator RAFFERTY. Madam President, it is my distinct plea-
sure today to introduce to the Senate Meredith Buettner, a young
lady attending Villanova University and interning in two of the
district offices for the 44th District, my Chester County office
and also my Collegeville office. She is a senior at Villanova, and
in May will graduate with a political science degree. She is from
Chester County, where she lives with her parents, Vincent and

Carol. Besides being interested in politics and government, she
is a cheerleader for Villanova University football and basketball
teams.

Madam President, I ask the Senate of Pennsylvania to join
with me in a traditional warm welcome to the halls of the Senate
of Pennsylvania to Meredith.

The PRESIDENT. Would Meredith Buettner please rise.
(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT D. ROBBINS
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mercer, Senator Robbins.

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, today I have the plea-
sure of introducing Ian Anthony and Nathan Demarest, who are
serving as guest Pages in the Senate. Ian and Nathan, both eighth
grade students, attend St. Michael School in Greenville.

Ian is the son of my Greenville district office manager, Denise
Anthony, and her husband, Frank. He serves as class treasurer
and is a member of the school's soccer team. He also competes
in the "Equations" and "Mr. President" competition at the aca-
demic games. Additionally, he is a member of the Commodore
Perry High School Wrestling Team, Greenville major league
baseball, and the BUCS traveling baseball team. His hobbies
include golf and hunting.

Nathan is the son of Charles and Lisa Demarest. He is the
eighth grade class president, is a member of the school choir,
plays the trumpet and piano in the school band, and is also a
member of the school soccer team. Additionally, Nathan partici-
pates in the MATHCOUNTS! competition, and is an altar server
at Saint Michael's Church.

Ian and Nathan are accompanied here today by their school-
teacher, Nancy Kremm, and Ian's mother, Denise Anthony, who
are seated in the gallery.

Madam President and fellow Members, please join me in
welcoming my special guests to the Senate of Pennsylvania.

The PRESIDENT. Will Ian Anthony, Nathan Demarest,
Nancy Kremm, and Denise Anthony all please rise so we can
welcome you to the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR JOHN R. GORDNER
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Columbia, Senator Gordner.

Senator GORDNER. Madam President, each year I have the
opportunity to host students from Bloomsburg University who
spend the day studying House and Senate actions. They are mem-
bers of a State government class and are joined by their profes-
sor, Dr. Gloria Cohen-Dion. This year, again, the Chair was very
gracious to take the folks into her office and talk to them about
some of the history of the office of Lieutenant Governor, and
they also certainly appreciated seeing the House and Senate close
up and learning about the legislative process. This afternoon,
they met with folks from DEP to learn about water resources.

So, at this time, it is my privilege and honor to introduce stu-
dents from the State government class at Bloomsburg University.
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The PRESIDENT. Will the students from Bloomsburg Uni-
versity and Dr. Gloria Cohen-Dion please rise so we can wel-
come you.

(Applause.)

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Baker, Senator Tomlinson, and
Senator Waugh have all returned, and their temporary Capitol
leaves are cancelled.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
PORTRAIT OF THE HONORABLE

ROBERT C. JUBELIRER UNVEILED

The PRESIDENT. As a special order of business, the Senate
will now proceed to unveil the official portrait of the former
President pro tempore of the Pennsylvania Senate, Senator Rob-
ert C. Jubelirer of Blair County.

The Chair now recognizes the current President pro tempore,
the gentleman from Jefferson, Senator Joe Scarnati.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Madam President, Senator
Jubelirer, Renee, Jeff, Laurie, family, friends, thank you for in-
cluding us and being here for this special occasion of the unveil-
ing of your portrait to hang in the halls of the Senate and to be
part of the history of the Capitol. There are a lot of facts, tabula-
tions, and statistics that I am sure we could quote and talk about
Senator Jubelirer and his tenure as President pro tempore of the
Senate. I think, without a doubt, the fact that speaks loudest
about the man is that he was the longest-serving President pro
tempore in the history of the Senate. That speaks volumes about
the individual, and as I was reflecting a bit today about what my
remarks might be, I had to reflect back on my first meeting with
Senator Jubelirer in his office.

It was back in 1996, when I was running for an open seat of
the Senate, and I was in Harrisburg and wanted to introduce my-
self to Senator Jubelirer. As I walked into that ornate office, Sen-
ator Jubelirer was sitting in one of his two wingback chairs, next
to the leather sofa, in front of the fireplace, and he did not know
who I was. I am sure he had a lot more important things to do
that day, but he took the time to meet with me. He was gracious,
he listened, and he made me feel like I was the top priority of his
day. When you left that office, you felt good. Bob made you feel
good about who you were and what you did, because he really
cared about the Members of this body, and he really cared about
the institution.

I think each of us can recount memories of Bob, and being
with Bob, and those personal touches that he always had. He
never failed, when you had a family member who was ill, to ask
about that family member. He never failed to ask about how you
were doing personally, he never failed to touch you in some way
to make you feel it was personal, because it was personal. It was,
because he cared about each Member in this Chamber. He cares
about this institution. Without a doubt, he loves this institution.

One of my colleagues, with whom I have had the pleasure to
serve for a number of years, Senator Jake Corman, coined the
phrase, "well, you got called up to the woodshed." That was a
nice way to say, well, maybe I said something I should not have
said and Bob wants to talk to me about it. We would go up to the

woodshed, and, of course, he could talk to us in a very stem,
fatherly way, but he was always understanding and he was always
caring. He always, once again, listened and made you feel that
you were the most important part of his day, and that speaks
volumes. It speaks volumes about the institution that he loved so
much. I think that there is not one part of this Senate, one part of
this Chamber, or one Member here that he has not taken a sincere
interest in, and I know that has carried through not only in his
tenure as President pro tempore, but also in his retirement from
the Senate.

Bob, although the two wingback chairs and the leather sofa
have since been moved out of the office, your heart will always
remain here in this building, and your compassion and caring will
always stay here. We want to thank you for your service, thank
you for this time, and thank you for allowing us to share this
unveiling of your portrait that will adorn the halls of the State
Capitol.

Thank you, Bob, and God bless.
(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes another former Pres-

ident pro tempore of the Senate, the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, thank you very much
for giving me the opportunity to be able to say a few words on
behalf of my good friend and my always-to-be colleague, Senator
Bob Jubelirer. I would also like to congratulate his lovely wife,
Judge Renee Cohn, who is here with him, and his wonderful
family, who shared a lot of his thoughts, his memories, and his
dreams of what has taken place in this very august body for so
many years.

Senator Scarnati was absolutely correct about taking someone
out behind the woodshed, because on more than one occasion,
Bob Jubelirer took me out behind the woodshed, and I only beat
him a couple of times. Ninety-nine percent of the time, he
whipped my butt, but I think on one or two occasions we might
have been a little bit successful, but I know exactly what you are
talking about as far as being taken out behind the woodshed as a
person on the other side of the aisle, but as his friend, I experi-
enced that on more than one occasion.

Bob and I both came in here around the same period of time.
I was just elected a few years before him, and had the opportu-
nity of serving with him until November of 2006. I must tell you
that my relationship with Bob Jubelirer grew dramatically, espe-
cially over the last half dozen years that we had the opportunity
of serving together. We shared many of our own personal
thoughts and what had taken place with our families, and also
some suggestions about what may be happening here in State
government in dealing with the proper type of legislation. I al-
ways very strongly admired him in the way that he handled him-
self. I can remember Bob when he served as the Majority Leader
of the Pennsylvania Senate and then serving as the President pro
tempore of the Pennsylvania Senate.

He and I can share a story with you on what took place in
November of 1992, when we had a little bit of an uprising here
in the Senate, and I was elected President pro tempore of the
Senate. He will joke about it and we can laugh about it now, but
we could not do it some 15 years ago. We had a judge seques-
tered in the caucus room, and at midnight, a gentleman walked
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across the back of the Senate and said to me, you are going to
have one opportunity to reorganize the Senate. I was standing at
the podium right here and Senator Lincoln was sitting at the desk,
and as he started to walk by, I said to Bill Lincoln, I am getting
away from the podium, you come up to the podium and you im-
mediately move to reorganize the Senate. This was, I believe,
November 21 or 22 of 1992, and it was pushing midnight, and as
the gentleman started walking down here, Bill Lincoln gave me
that look like I was nuts. In any event, he got Senator Jubelirer's
attention, who then was presiding officer of the Senate, and he
moved to reorganize the Senate. I think that at that point, Bob
Jubelirer was ready to fall down. God bless him, he turned white,
and over the next 20 minutes or so, or maybe even a little longer
than that, we had a little bit of a discussion and took a roll call.
Then the question was, there was not going to be any judge
around to swear Senator Mellow in as President pro tempore of
the Senate. As he said that to me, like the episode in "The Phan-
tom of the Opera," all of a sudden, the doors opened up and the
guy in the black dress walked out. That was history for the next
year and a half, but it was something that we can look back on
today and joke about and share what had taken place, but it was
something that, at that point in time, will probably go down in the
history of this august body forever.

There are many things that really have literally excited me
about the accomplishments of Bob Jubelirer, and I am going to
mention a few of them today. I had the opportunity, and I mean
this sincerely when I tell you it was one of the highlights of my
career, when the Blair County tourist people had a dinner for
Bob back in February of this past year, and they asked me if I
would come and be one of those individuals who would offer a
few remarks. I did, and I took Senator Musto with me, and we
flew from the Scranton-Wilkes-Barre airport on a day that was a
little overcast and landed on a day that was horrific with the wind
and snow blowing. It was an incredible night, we attended the
dinner at the Blair County Convention Center, which is an abso-
lutely beautiful place, and I had the opportunity that night of
saying from my heart exactly what I feel and what Bob Jubelirer
means to me. I am going to say some of those things here today,
because I sincerely mean this, that one of the finest friends I have
today is my good friend, Bob, who will always be my colleague,
and will probably, in all due respect to you, Senator Scarnati,
always be my President pro tempore of the Pennsylvania Senate.

When I look at his history and the things that he accom-
plished, I wonder how one person can, in a period of 30-plus
years, accomplish all that he has accomplished legislatively, and
how would I like to be able to be in a position where I could say
that I have accomplished a lot of the same things. So, I have
listed just a few of them, because I think they bear being re-
peated.

I talked about the fact that I was able to speak at the Blair
County Convention Center. Well, I knew about it because he had
talked to me about it when it was done legislatively through a
capital budget, but never did I realize how beautiful it was until
that day when I was able to attend the dinner on his behalf which
was attended by hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of people
on a very snowy, windy evening, and it showed their love and
affection for Senator Jubelirer. Then I saw firsthand what he said
to me in word, and I now was able to see it in vision.

I had the opportunity a few years ago of attending a baseball
game for the Altoona Curve, and I could not believe that all of a
sudden, I am driving into Altoona and there was this magnificent
baseball stadium, and it was built because of the ingenuity and
interest of one particular individual, and that was Senator Bob
Jubelirer.

Then, every year since I have had the very fortune of being
elected as the Democratic Leader as the Senate, and for a brief
period of time as the President pro tempore of the Senate, we
would go ahead and negotiate the budget. Prior to the negotiation
of the budget, I could never realize why the school districts in
Bob Jubelirer's district did not have to increase millage. Altoona
School District has not increased millage since Hitler was a lance
corporal. I could not understand how this was happening. The
cost of education has increased dramatically, the cost of salaries
for those people who work in school districts are increasing dra-
matically, people's costs were increasing, yet Altoona School
District, which obviously does have a pretty decent tax base, was
not going up. Until • I had the opportunity of participating in my
first budget negotiation with regard to public education, I then
knew full well, and that was back in the mid-1980s, that as long
as Bob Jubelirer was President pro tempore of the Senate, that
the cost of running the Altoona School District through millage
would never increase to the people of the great school district of
Altoona.

Then, we got into things like judicial reform, and what a
champion he was on judicial reform. I am sure that stems from
the fact that he is a practicing lawyer, or at least he is a lawyer,
and I am sure he is now practicing his profession, which I believe
he did then, but he had total commitment to judicial reform and
total commitment to trying to adopt something that would perma-
nently reduce property taxes for the people of Pennsylvania.
Now, that is a very, very difficult topic, because reduction to
some is increase to others, and people want to take reform, which
we have talked about, we are going to have property tax reform,
and they want to take property tax reform as saying reform means
reduction. Reform does not necessarily mean reduction, it means
that it is going to assess your ability to pay your taxes in a more
equitable manner. Some will pay more and some will pay less,
but Bob Jubelirer was a champion when it came to establishing
rules, regulations, and the laws dealing with property tax reform,
and it took a long time to go ahead and put those things in place.

Then, I recall very vividly when he was sworn in as the Lieu-
tenant Governor, and I think he was the only one, I am positive
of this, he was the only one in the history of the Commonwealth
who served both as the Lieutenant Governor with awesome re-
sponsibilities, being the next in line if something would have
unfortunately happened to Governor Schweiker at the time, he
would have been the Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, but also to maintain his responsibilities to the Senate of
Pennsylvania as the President pro tempore of this particular
body. He did a great job in trying to blend everything together,
realizing full well that he was a constitutional officer of Pennsyl-
vania and, therefore, had to understand the issues that every
Member of this body had as President pro tempore, and in the
same token, he had to be very supportive of Governor Schweiker
at that particular point in time because he was also serving as his
Lieutenant Governor.
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We talked a lot today about openness in government and open
records, but the guy who championed the cause initially on open
records in State government was Bob Jubelirer. We had the dis-
cussion before the Pennsylvania newspaper publishers on more
than one occasion, and we always talked over and over about
what Bob was interested in, and how we could open government
by making it more available to people and allowing people to be
able to participate in an open form of government.

I think, as fate would have it, that when I was sworn in as
President pro tempore of the Senate, one of the things suggested
to me, because we had talked about it and worked on it for quite
a period of time, is why we passed a resolution that would allow
our Sessions to be televised live, and those of you who may be
here for the first time, if you look around the Chamber you will
see there are a number of TV cameras located in various parts of
the Chamber, all of our Sessions can be televised live on PCN,
and I hope today, for the student of history in Pennsylvania and
for the students of Pennsylvania, that they are broadcasting this
particular Session so they can hear the words of Senator Jubelirer
and the unveiling of his portrait, because it will be very important
for the history of the Commonwealth. I was fortunate enough as
President pro tempore to have the resolution passed where we
would have the cameras installed; the day Bob Jubelirer came
back as President pro tempore of the Senate was the day the cam-
eras were turned on, so both of us played a major part in making
sure that we would have openness in this particular facility, to
open it up to live television coverage, and on the first day that
Bob served as President pro tempore on his second go-around as
President pro tempore, these particular cameras were turned on.

I could go on and on and talk about lobbyist registration and
a number of other things, but I am going to conclude with just a
couple additional remarks. I had the opportunity of basically
sparring with Bob Jubelirer, with debating with Bob Jubelirer,
with battling with Bob Jubelirer for many, many years, and I read
a quote from a fellow who I believe was one of the greatest ath-
letes possibly ever in the history of not only this country, but also
probably boxing in the world, and that was a quote of Muham-
mad Ali, when he was asked why he was finally retiring from
boxing, and he simply said, quote, "There are more pleasant
things to do than beat up people," end of quote. Well, I found out
that there were more pleasant things to do with Bob Jubelirer
than be involved in political differences which, unfortunately, in
many cases had no validity, because the things that we were in-
terested in were the common interests of the people whom we
represent.

So, after all those years of being both a political opponent and
his friend, I am very honored now to say that I am just Bob
Jubelirer's friend. Bob is a political giant who leaves a legacy of
strong government and strong leadership. His outstanding public
service and his long legislative record of success will leave a
lasting mark for generations to follow. He will also leave many
other things to people. If you can take his example of what it is
to be an elected official, how to handle yourself appropriately as
an elected official, to never, ever compromise for things that are
not of the good of the people and to never compromise your in-
tegrity, and if you just take that one little thing from Bob
Jubelirer, today will be a great day. We are paying tribute to a
great man who gave up over 30-plus years of his life and has

taken time away from his family to serve the people of his con-
stituency, and I am very proud to be able to say that Bob
Jubelirer and I are friends who will maintain being great friends,
long after the history books are written, and long after each and
every one of us will be out of this Senate, and those individuals
who are here just to witness the ceremony today, Bob and I will
have had the unique privilege of hanging each other in the corri-
dors. I will be on one side and he will be on the other, so, forever
in the history of the Commonwealth in the Senate corridor, Bob
Jubelirer and Bob Mellow will be hanging side by side, exactly
where we belong, and I want to thank Bob and his family, and
especially Bob for his years of tremendous service as an out-
standing elected official and an outstanding Member of this
body.

Thank you very much.
(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, it is truly a privilege for

me to be able to participate in this happy and historic occasion
honoring the career of Senator Bob Jubelirer. Listening to Sena-
tor Mellow's outline of decades of service, and it is just an out-
line, it is an impressive career, and looking at the history of
Pennsylvania, obviously it is a career that will be in the history
books for generations to come. As we unveil this portrait today,
I was thinking about that corridor with the portraits that we have,
and you can walk by there and I would bet even Members of this
Chamber can maybe name two or three, and some of the newer
Members like myself might not even get past two or three, and
how do you personalize those people who gave so many years of
service to this Commonwealth? How do you get beyond the facts
and figures of bills passed and projects that have been funded,
friendships made and issues advanced, and to get into what that
person has meant to the institution?

We have so many people here who have come back for this
celebration - family, friends, co-workers - and that is a tribute in
itself, but what strikes me about the personal characteristics of
Bob Jubelirer, and it will be interesting to see whether the artist
has been able to capture any of these in the picture, is the kind of
passion that he brought to his position as Senator and as the rep-
resentative of this institution in the Commonwealth as the Presi-
dent pro tempore, and one little aspect of that was how quick
Senator Jubelirer was to come to tears. When I first saw that, I
was a little taken aback and thought, well, maybe it was just that
issue, but I have seen that over and over again, and I have not
seen too many folks who have been able to get so emotional, so
passionate about so many issues, and it was sincere. It was not a
Hollywood type of tear, it was a reflection of how deeply he felt
about the issues that he was advocating, and I have always ad-
mired that, that he brought that dedication and passion every day
to the job of representing his constituents, representing the Mem-
bers of this Chamber, representing, most importantly, this institu-
tion in Pennsylvania, and representing it proudly. Where some
people might take the easier road of being a little bit cynical or
a little bit joking, Bob always took the responsibility of repre-
senting this institution within the branches of government and
outside these walls among the citizens of the Commonwealth,
representing it well, and he did that not only well, but also doing
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it for so long. That is just a remarkable career, and I want to add
my personal thanks to you, Bob, for your service not only to this
Chamber, but also to the citizens of this Commonwealth.

Thank you.
(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. To Senator Jubelirer, to the Honorable

Judge Renee Cohn, and family and friends, I also would like to
offer my personal congratulations on such a distinguished career
and so many years in the Senate. As many of you know me from
my years as Treasurer, and I guess you all know that I worked for
8 years with Senator Jubelirer, we started many of the new pro-
grams, including the Tuition Account Program, which I guess we
have become the most famous for, because now all our children
and grandchildren have had the Tuition Account Program, but we
actually started here after so many meetings. It was good, and
just think, across the country we were the first State to do so. It
was a real, real change that we put through. It is all called build-
ing history.

I have to apologize, because former Governor and Lieutenant
Governor Mark Schweiker could not be here, but he did send a
letter. He apologizes, he is very upset, you know things happen,
and he says, (Reading:)

Dear Bob:
While a long-standing conflict prevents my attendance today, it still

delights me to write and offer heartfelt congratulations to my colleague
and friend on this auspicious occasion.

As an accomplished executive and visionary, you have served the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania with distinction for more than 30
years. Whether serving your district residents or speaking to the broader
needs of the Commonwealth, your political success and statesmanship
will not be forgotten. Certainly, the presence of your portrait in the
Pennsylvania State Chamber guarantees this.

Along with your guests and friends, Kathy and I and the Schweiker
children are pleased to provide our wannest wishes as your portrait is
unveiled. Again, congratulations!

Sincerely,
Mark Schweiker

The Chair would now like to invite former Senator and Presi-
dent pro tempore of this body, the Honorable Robert C. Jubelirer
of Blair County, to come to the rostrum to offer any remarks he
may care to make.

The Chair now recognizes Senator Jubelirer.
(Applause.)
Senator JUBELIRER. Thank you so much, Senator Scamati,

Senator Mellow, Senator Pileggi--Joe, Bob, Dominic--for your
very kind remarks. As many of you asked, Bob, are you going to
cry again today? I said, no promises. This is quite an emotional
day for me, as you can imagine, coming back to a body that I
love so deeply and people whose friendship I cherished over so
many years. Before I make remarks, I would like to introduce my
family, if I could, who are very special to me. First of all, some-
one who came into my life nearly 6 1/2 years ago and has been
the love of my life, the brilliant Commonwealth Court judge, but
without a doubt someone whose love, whose friendship, whose
support has meant everything to me, my wife, Judge Renee Cohn
Jubelirer.

(Applause.)
My children, who are here today, my daughter, Laurie, and my

son-in-law, Chuck, whose youngest son Andy, named after my

late son Andy, was sick last night, and they did not know if they
were going to be able to come, but Andy being the resilient guy
he is, was great this morning and they are able to be here. So,
Laurie and Chuck are here, and we are all thinking of Sam,
Becca, and Andy as well.

Also, here is my son Jeff. Jeffs wife, Tracey, is a pediatric
oncologist on call today at Children's Hospital in Philadelphia
and is not able to be here, but I certainly want to recognize
Tracey and my newest grandchild, my granddaughter Sofie. By
the way, Sofie will be an older sister in March, so there is another
one on the way. I am so glad that my wonderful children could
be here somehow.

(Applause.)
I have never been nervous in this body before, but I am now.

My wonderful mother-in-law and father-in-law, Renee's parents,
Dr. Samuel and Trudy Levine, my newest son Jonathan, Renee's
son Jonathan Cohn, who is here not only on his own behalf, but
also representing his brothers Gideon and Michael. Jonathan,
who, I might tell you, Senator White, will handle you on the golf
course.

(Applause.)
I would like to ask, if I could, sitting in the audience are some

remarkable people without whose support, whose help, whose
friendship, whose advice, whose willingness to tell me when I
was wrong, which was many times, my former Senate staff, who
are almost all here today and deserve a great round of applause
for putting up with me for all those years, I wish they would
stand.

I love you all.
(Applause.)
In my new life--and there is life afterwards--I have been very

fortunate to work with a wonderful group of people at
Obermayer, Rebmann, Maxwell, and Hippel, and I ask Bob
Whitelaw, Jeff Rotwitt, Jeff Batoff, Walter Cohen, and Kevin
Kehner to please stand and let me acknowledge them and thank
them for their support since I have left.

(Applause.)
And the last introduction, because it is my last opportunity to

speak, I would like Sally Ullman to stand. Sally is the art-
ist/photographer who did this portrait, and I have to tell you, I
think she did a remarkable job. It was an intense time, but we got
through it, Sally, and I want to thank you and Stuart for putting
up with me as well.

(Applause.)
Well, for those who truly enjoyed nearly a year without listen-

ing to a Bob Jubelirer speech, I promise to be considerate and
merciful today. I am extremely grateful for the generous words,
fond recollections, and the many courtesies you have extended.
I think I said to Joe Scamati, I almost feel like a father who
turned the business over to his son and is so proud to watch all of
you, as his children, run this body. I think you have done a re-
markable job under the most difficult circumstances, and I am
extremely proud as I look at the work you have done. My family
is quite grateful that this event is not being held posthumously,
I might tell you, franldy, as these things often are, as we look at
the portraits down there. Well, at least that is what they told me
this morning. I am not so sure.
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As some of our former colleagues have demonstrated, there is
indeed life after the Senate. Though time passes, you never forget
how wonderful it was to serve in the Senate. Even after walking
through the doorway thousands of times--and fortunately, I did
not have to duck, Stewart--it is still a goosebumps moment com-
ing into this beautiful, magnificent Chamber. You see the murals
that depict crucial moments in our history, you read inspiring
words that are part of our intellectual inheritance, you see people
young and old up in the gallery, and you freshly understand the
impact of our work and the virtue of the continuity in our system
of government. Legislative leadership is not something that many
aspire to when young. Appearing on a Topps baseball card or
being a firefighter seems much more appealing. In fact, tell your
friends that you want to be President pro tempore when you grow
up and they will suspect you took a nasty header off the jungle
gym.

The position is a special honor to have, with the trust, support,
and responsibility it entails. It is an awesome responsibility to
serve those who elected you from the district and those who
elected you from this body. When we are writing legislation,
debating policies, and solving problems, we are not thinking
about ending up with a head-and-shoulders portrait, we are think-
ing of the footprint we leave of good laws passed, of sensible
policies put in place, of opportunities encouraged, of lives en-
hanced, and of the public interest served.

When we held these ceremonies in the past, we were reminded
that the Senate is not a forum for individual achievement. Our
work, you see, and our actions are collective in nature. Politics
is a team sport, and in the Senate, two teams put up a common
score. In this vein, the portrait that truly matters is the panorama
shot of the Senate Members taken every 2 years, for the record
built by all 50 Members is where the Senate gets its reputation
and its respect. Each individual who serves here leaves a mark in
a very, very substantial way. Some people walk away from their
professional passion and never look back. Not for me. I will al-
ways care about the district, where my home still is, and I will
always care about what happens here, where my heart still is.

There is abundant good work being done in this Senate, so
there is no temptation to deliver any back-in-my-day parables. As
you debate and deliberate and decide, I will always, always be
cheering your successes. My sole bit of advice is that let us al-
ways endeavor to convince good people to seek office, people
who stand for something, people who have demonstrated an abil-
ity to move the favorable forward. The ease of saying "no" was
illustrated by Clarence Darrow, who, when asked which side he
preferred in a debate, said he will always take the negative be-
cause he can argue against anything. The naysayers, unfortu-
nately, are too prevalent these days. I see some group is now
objecting to the prayers at the opening of Senate Sessions. Good
heavens. So, we will always need people who are able and articu-
late advocates for the right things, who have the skill and temper-
ament to work together to deliver worthy results.

I am so proud, so very proud, to have encouraged a lot of
people to seek a Senate seat. Not all won, but those who did by
and large proved talented, motivated, and contributed heavily. I
look out and see many of you who are doing just that, both sides

of the aisle. Experience, respect for the institution, and recogni-
tion of the many fine moments this body has witnessed are indis-
pensable assets. It is easy to not miss the days when we had what
were called the raucous caucuses, but I miss very much the ev-
eryday teamwork. I miss the exchange of perspectives, and I miss
the collaborative search for the new ways to attack old problems.

Thankfully, thankfully, thankfully, the friendships are forever
and I will forever cherish them. Just to think, that a kid from
Altoona who grew up in a pretty small area was asked to be the
commencement speaker at his alma mater just a little over a year
ago, had the opportunity to serve the district and an opportunity
to come here, and his colleagues actually elected him to be their
highest leader, the constitutional office of President pro tempore.
I had the opportunity to be Lieutenant Governor under the most
trying of circumstances after September 11, 2001. Just think,
when you dream, you allow a dream to come true. When you
want something to happen and you dream about it and you want
it, it can actually happen and it becomes very special.

Bob Hope's signature song was about a different subject, but
the words kind of seem right today: Thanks for the memory.
Thank you all for the memory. How lovely it was. Thanks for so
many memories, and from the bottom of my heart, I thank you all
so very much for the opportunity to serve, to make a difference,
and to cherish the friendships that I will always have. God bless
you all and thank you for the opportunity to make these remarks.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. Before Senator Jubelirer unveils this, I am

just going to ask the former Senators who are here, after he un-
veils the painting, will you all please stand up front because we
would love to have a photo with all of you.

Now the Chair will invite Senator Jubelirer and his lovely
wife, Commonwealth Court Judge Renee Cohn Jubelirer, and his
family to unveil the portrait, which will then be hung in the first
floor gallery of the Presidents pro tempore.

(Whereupon, the portrait was unveiled.)
(Applause.)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Committee on Trans-
portation to be held in the Rules room, to be followed by a Re-
publican caucus in the Majority Caucus Room.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.

Senator O'PAICE. Madam President, I ask the Democrats to
report to our caucus room after the meeting of the Committee on
Transportation.

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of a meeting of the Commit-
tee on Transportation, to be followed by Republican and Demo-
cratic caucuses, without objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.
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CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HE 17 and BB 33-- Without objection, the bills were passed
over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL AMENDED

An Act designating a portion of State Route 2024, known as
Dreshertown Road, in Montgomery County, as the Sergeant James R.
Miller Memorial Highway.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

SB 117 (Pr. No. 1457) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tomlinson
An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Baker Fumo One Vance

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for the establishment and Boscola Gordner Piccola Washington
operation of the Juvenile Court Judges' Commission in the Department Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
of Justice; prescribing its powers and duties; and repealing provisions Brubaker Hughes PiPPY White, Donald
relating to Juvenile Court Judges' Commission. Corman Kasunic Punt White, Mary Jo

Costa Kitchen Rafferty Williams, Anthony H.

On the question, Dinniman
Earll

LaValle
Logan

Regola
Rhoades

Williams, Constance
Wonderling

Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? Eichelberger Madigan Robbins Wozniak
Senator COSTA offered the following amendment No. Erickson McIlhinney Scarnati

A3593: Ferlo
Folmer

Mellow
Musto

Stout
Tartaglione

Amend Title, page 1, line 4, by striking out "in the Department of
Justice"

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 6375), page 4, line 6, by striking out "may. " and
inserting: it deems to

Amend Sec. 3, page 5, line 6, by removing the comma after "Con-
tracts" and inserting: and

Amend Sec. 3, page 5, lines 6 and 7, by strildng out "and collective
bargaining agreements"

Amend Sec. 4, page 5, line 30, by removing the comma after "Con-
tracts" and inserting: and

Amend Sec. 4, page 5, line 30; page 6, line 1, by striking out "and"
in line 30, page 5 and "collective bargaining agreements" in line 1, page
6

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its

order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 806, SB 807, SB 808 and SB 813 -- Without objection,
the bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL OVER IN ORDER TEMPORARILY

SB 986 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order temporarily at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 1166 (Pr. No. 1640) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same without amendments.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS
AMENDED OVER IN ORDER

SB 777 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 65, HB 169, SB 351, SB 366, HB 606 and BIB 642 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 751 (Pr. No. 822) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, prohibiting the imposition of the
death Sentence in cases of mental retardation.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
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BILL OVER IN ORDER

HB 825 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL AMENDED

SB 861 (Pr. No. 1194) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the number
of judges in the courts of common pleas.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on second consideration?
Senator OTAICE, on behalf of Senator MELLOW, offered the

following amendment No. A3538:

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 911), page 3, line 11, by inserting brackets be-
fore and after "8" and inserting immediately thereafter: 9

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its

order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 920 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

SB 980 (Pr. No. 1222) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for a memorandum of understanding between the
Commonwealth and the United States Department of Justice or Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed for third consideration.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 1152 and HE 1420 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Senator MADIGAN, from the Committee on Transportation,
reported the following bills:

SB 1065 (Pr. No. 1465) (Amended)

An Act designating State Bridge No. 36-4009-0030-0000, the
newly replaced bridge on Dillerville Road in the City of Lancaster,
Lancaster County, as the Edward Anthony Davis Memorial Bridge.

SB 1133 (Pr. No. 1459)

An Act designating a portion of State Route 850 in Marysville
Borough, Perry County, as the Army Private David E. Dietrich Memo-
rial Highway.

HB 1644 (Pr. No. 2119)

An Act designating a portion of State Route 22/322 from the
Mifflintown exit in Juniata County to the Juniata/Mifflin County line,
as the Dr. L.G. Guiser Memorial Highway.

SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Senators GREENLEAF, ARMSTRONG, ORIE, FERLO,
COSTA, LAVALLE, PUNT, O'PAKE, KASUNIC, RAFFER-
TY, PIPPY, FONTANA, EARLL, ERICKSON, KITCHEN,
TARTAGLIONE, WASHINGTON and PILEGGI, by unani-
mous consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 198, entitled:

A Resolution declaring October 21 through 27, 2007, as "Juvenile
Detention Centers Week" in Pennsylvania.

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote.

Senators GREENLEAF, FERLO, ARMSTRONG,
TOMLINSON, ORIE, ERICKSON, STACK, C. WILLIAMS,
LAVALLE, STOUT, FONTANA, WASHINGTON, MUSTO,
LOGAN, COSTA, KITCHEN, °TAKE, EARLL, RAFFERTY,
McILHINNEY and WONDERLING, by unanimous consent,
offered Senate Resolution No. 199, entitled:

A Resolution recognizing October 21, 2007, as "Biomedical Re-
search Day" in Pennsylvania.

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote.

Senators C. WILLIAMS, STOUT, WASHINGTON,
O'PAKE, KASUNIC, PUNT, LAVALLE, COSTA, PIPPY,
WONDERLING, RAFFERTY, ORIE, FONTANA, ERICKSON,
EARLL, FOLMER, WAUGH, KITCHEN, TARTAGLIONE,
BAKER, ROBBINS, REGOLA, ARMSTRONG and PILEGGI,
by unanimous consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 200, enti-
tled:

A Resolution recognizing the week of October 15 through 20,
2007, as "National Teen Driving Safety Week" in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Montgomery, Senator Connie Williams.

Senator C. WILLIAMS. Madam President, I rise to ask my
colleagues for their support for saving the lives of Pennsylvania's
young drivers.
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Yesterday, I stood surrounded by representatives of the F.O.P.
of Montgomery County and my local law enforcement agencies,
as well as AAA, to kick off National Teen Driving Safety Week
in Pennsylvania, October 15 through 20. I opened my remarks
with a sobering fact, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause
of death for 16- to 20-year-olds. A few more facts, almost 7,500
drivers between 15 and 20 years of age were involved in fatal
crashes in 2005. The fatality rate in the United States for drivers
between 16 and 19, based on miles driven, is four times the fatal-
ity rate for drivers between 25 and 69 years of age, four times.
Approximately 63 percent of teen passenger deaths in the United
States occur while other teenagers are driving.

To put this in perspective, I would like to share with you the
results of a national teen driver survey that was conducted by the
Children's Hospital of Pennsylvania. More than 5,000 students in
grades 9 through 11 responded to the survey. The overall result
was to increase awareness to the use of hand-held cell phones
and other electronic devices, the risks of nighttime and fatigued
driving, the importance of seatbelt use, and gradually increasing
driver privileges as young drivers gain more experience.
Incidently, 9 out of 10 teens in the survey said it was common to
see teens driving while talking on a cell phone, and 48 percent
said they talk on a cell phone at least sometimes while driving.

I have several pieces of legislation that address some of the
issues that directly impact young drivers. Senate Bill No. 1098
would ban the use of mobile phones by drivers under the age of
18, except to report an accident or emergency. Think of it, we
have kids who are driving around with their phones or they are
texting, they are not paying attention to the road, and they are
really not steady behind the wheel.

Twenty years ago we probably would not have had this debate
at all on banning the use of cell phones while driving. Back then,
less than 900,000 people in the United States subscribed to wire-
less service. A few people lugged around that big heavy cell
phone. Today, there are more than 230 million wireless subscrib-
ers in the United States, and as many as 73 percent of drivers use
phones.

Another important bill which would safeguard young drivers
is Senate Bill No. 42, which would make seatbelt violations a
primary offense in Pennsylvania today. If 100 percent of the
occupants of passenger cars involved in vehicle accidents in
2006 had worn their seatbelts, the Commonwealth would have
saved approximately $160 for every man, woman, and child in
Pennsylvania, or about $1.99 billion. While some may point to
this as a price tag for not wearing seatbelts, I think the real price
tag is found in the 316 people whose lives were tragically cut
short because they did not wear a seatbelt. A primary seatbelt law
allows law enforcement officers to stop a vehicle and cite its
driver if an officer observes an unbelted driver or front seat pas-
senger.

This week we are observing National Teen Driver Safety
Week in Pennsylvania, but I hope this is only the start of a major
effort to raise awareness to drive safely for all drivers.

Thank you, Madam President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Piccola has returned, and his tem-
porary Capitol leave is cancelled.

DISCHARGE PETITIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munications, which were read by the Clerk as follows:

October 16, 2007

A PETITION

To place before the Senate the nomination of Josh First,
as a member of the Pennsylvania Game Commission.

TO: The Presiding Officer of the Senate:

WE, The undersigned members of the Senate, pursuant to section
8 (b) of Article IV of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, do hereby re-
quest that you place the nomination of Josh First, Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, as a member of the Pennsylvania Game Commission, before the
entire Senate body for a vote, the nomination not having been voted
upon within 15 legislative days:

Robert D. Robbins
Joseph B. Scamati III
Dominic F. Pileggi
Jane C. One
Michael L. Waugh

October 16, 2007

A PETITION

To place before the Senate the nomination of John P. Sabatina, Sr.,
Esquire, as a member of the Workers' Compensation Appeal Board.

TO: The Presiding Officer of the Senate:

WE, The undersigned members of the Senate, pursuant to section
8 (b) of Article IV of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, do hereby re-
quest that you place the nomination of John P. Sabatina, Sr., Esquire,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as a member of the Workers' Compensation
Appeal Board, before the entire Senate body for a vote, the nomination
not having been voted upon within 15 legislative days:

Robert D. Robbins
Joseph B. Scamati III
Dominic F. Pileggi
Jane C. One
Michael L. Waugh

The PRESIDENT. The communications will be laid on the
table.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Historical
Society of the Cocalico Valley by Senator Brubaker.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Mount
Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church of Atglen by Senators
Brubaker and Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Joseph
Tanlde, Dr. Thomas E. Colman, Grace Rosenberger Downs and
to Carl William Laporte by Senator Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Courtney
Langensiepen by Senator Eichelberger.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sydney Myers
by Senator Erickson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Congregation
Beth Israel of Lebanon by Senator Folmer.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the members
of the Berks County Agricultural Land Preservation Board by
Senator O'Palce.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Renee
Amoore by Senator Pileggi.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Brian D. Toth,
Nicholas V. Yurkowski and to Michael R. Ruane by Senator

PiPPY.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Operation

Outward Reach by Senator Regola.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jennifer Nauss

and to M. Blaine Bruening, Jr., by Senator Vance.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James J. Mar-

tin and to the Kittanning Lions Club by Senator D. White.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Maxine T.

Harman by Senator M.J. White.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert J.

Montgomery, Jr., Margaret Cofer and to the New Horizons Se-
nior Center of Narberth by Senator C. Williams.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tion, which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Leonard Edward Gricoski by Senator Greenleaf.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator FERLO. Madam President, I move that the Senate do
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit-
tees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to.
The bills were as follows:

SB 305, SB 1017, SB 1065, SB 1068, SB 1069, SB 1086, SB
1133, HB 43 and HB 1644.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Madam President, 2 weeks ago, and again
this past week, I had the opportunity to stand with Governor

Rendell and some of my colleagues, in particular, Representative
Mike Sturla, as well as many others, to introduce legislation, at
least on the Senate side, to reintroduce legislation addressing one
of the most pressing issues facing Pennsylvania, assuring that all
Pennsylvanians, particularly those working Pennsylvanians, have
access to quality and affordable healthcare coverage.

Madam President, I think over the past couple of years we
have heard the dialogue and the statistics, and recently the Penn-
sylvania Department of Insurance conducted a survey, and that
survey indicated that nearly three-quarters of a million Pennsyl-
vanians, 750,000 Pennsylvanians, the vast majority of them
working Pennsylvanians, are uninsured. Many of these individu-
als are self-employed or work for small employers who cannot
afford to continue to provide health care coverage or never pro-
vided healthcare coverage for those employees.

Madam President, they are our friends, they are our neighbors,
they are family members. Madam President, research indicates
that since 2000, healthcare premiums for families in Pennsylva-
nia have increased by 76 percent, while the increase in the rate of
inflation was 17 percent, and the increase in wages was only 13
percent.

Madam President, we all know that when individuals do not
have health insurance, they tend to allow medical conditions to
go untreated until they finally end up in the emergency room for
treatment that is far more expensive. This means higher costs to
treat a condition or an illness that, if it had been treated earlier,
diagnosed earlier, and managed before it became an emergency,
would have been much cheaper. In cases where the person cannot
afford the doctor, the doctor's visit, or the hospital bill, it is up to
the rest of us, and we all collectively pick up the cost in the form
of higher taxes or higher insurance premiums to end up paying
for the uncompensated care.

Madam President, the Governor is encouraging us, he has
done that 2 weeks ago, and again this week, and working with
Representative Sturla and Ito introduce legislation that is not
meant to blame anyone or any party on this particular issue.
Rather, and I think most significantly, it is meant to call attention
to this issue and to begin a very serious dialogue across the polit-
ical aisle about how we may solve this growing problem of unin-
sured Pennsylvanians, and in particular, uninsured workers.

This endeavor will require the work and expertise of a number
of people, many of them in this room today, Madam President,
as well as individuals of interest to answer questions about bene-
fit structure, answer questions about reimbursement rates, answer
questions about funding and sustainability. I am encouraged to
see that my Senate Republican colleagues have, in fact, also in-
troduced legislation on this very issue as well.

It is in that spirit, Madam President, recognizing that Pennsyl-
vania has a very serious problem of a large uninsured population,
that I sincerely believe that we can work together to address this
problem and try to reach a solution. It means, Madam President,
that we must take a serious look at what we are currently provid-
ing through Medicaid, and through the adultBasic program. It
means tailoring a program that we can afford with adequate reim-
bursement rates and adequate funding. It means offering a series
of choices, benefit levels, and perhaps using creative ways to pay
for it, including the use of the health savings account programs,
or the creation of similar healthcare reinvestment programs that
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we have already put into place or that the administration has put
into place, or even tax credit programs, or other options that will
assist and encourage our employers and employees as well as
individuals to participate in a program to cover all Pennsylvani-
ans.

To this end, Madam President, I have asked my colleagues in
the Senate Democratic Caucus and the Policy Committee to con-
sider conducting a public hearing on the legislation that I have
introduced, and also trying to determine the best method to pro-
vide affordable healthcare insurance for all Pennsylvania workers
and employers.

I would also hope that our Committee on Banking and Insur-
ance would take the time to examine both the Senate Democratic
proposals as well as the Senate Republican proposals to try to
arrive at a meaningful consensus to be able to move forward on
this important issue.

As the Governor has shown in his Prescription for Pennsylva-
nia, being able to provide affordable and accessible healthcare is
an important component in keeping Pennsylvania economically
competitive, not only with other States, but also with other na-
tions that are addressing this issue in a variety of ways.

Madam President, this Chamber and this General Assembly
has already acted upon, in a very bipartisan fashion, a number of
the issues that have been laid out in the Governor's Prescription
for Pennsylvania. More importantly, both the House and Senate,
Republicans and Democrats, continue to work together on many
of the issues that remain to be discussed as proposed by the ad-
ministration, again designed to address healthcare costs as well
as access.

Madam President, earlier this year, as my colleagues know,
before we concluded our budget discussion, we enacted compre-
hensive healthcare or hospital-acquired infection legislation that,
when fully implemented, will save literally millions of dollars in
the healthcare system and extract, hopefully someday, up to $3.5
billion in the healthcare system. I commend my colleague, Sena-
tor Erickson, for the work that he did in moving that legislation
though fruition.

Beyond that, we also took the time to address another impor-
tant issue, the expansion of scope of services, and the expansion
of scope of practice for a variety of our healthcare professionals,
and allowing them to utilize their experience and education in the
manner most appropriate for them, and also most appropriate for
us to receive those benefits. By virtue of doing more, we made
healthcare more accessible to a number of Pennsylvanians across
this Commonwealth, as well as saving money in the long run,
instead of relying upon the more expensive care that I mentioned
earlier after medical conditions become more serious.

Madam President, in addition to the CAP program, the Cover
All Pennsylvanians program that we have been discussing, we
must examine the issue of insurance reform. We must also look
at other ways to extract costs out of the healthcare system, as I
mentioned we will be doing with the hospital-acquired infection
legislation. We must work at how we handle the treatment of
chronic care patients, as well as trying to reduce other expendi-
tures in the healthcare system that we need to remove in order to
save costs and make premiums more affordable.

Madam President, we cannot sit around and wait for Washing-
ton to act. As we have seen on a variety of issues and a variety of

topics in this Chamber and in the General Assembly over the past
decade, States are addressing issues that the Federal government
cannot and, in most cases, will not tackle. For example, this
Chamber and this Caucus and this General Assembly has worked
hard on the issue of prescription drug coverage. Health insurance
for children is another example. Those are simply two of the
examples that immediately come to mind and are most promi-
nent. In both of those cases, Madam President, Pennsylvania
acted before other States and clearly before Washington acted,
and the same must be true for providing working Pennsylvanians
who need access to healthcare insurance. We must act on their
behalf. Some States are actually working on this challenge as
well. We need to develop our strategy, we need to have a dia-
logue, we need to have a discussion about how it is best to ad-
dress this important issue in the very near future. I look forward
to working with my colleagues on one of the most important
issues that we must face here in the General Assembly, an issue
that I think will be here for a long time, and if we do not address
it sooner or later, it will be to all of our collective detriment.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. Thank you, Senator Costa and Representa-

tive Sturla, for reintroducing the issues for Pennsylvania's afford-
able healthcare coverage.

CALENDAR RESUMED

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED

SB 986 CALLED UP

SB 986 (Pr. No. 1435) -- Without objection, the bill, which
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up, from
page 2 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL AMENDED

SB 986 (Pr. No. 1435) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for banning bonuses provided to employees of
Commonwealth agencies.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
Senator PILEGGI offered the following amendment No.

A3609:

Amend Sec. 2, page 1, line 14, by inserting after "salary": or other
rate of pay

Amend Sec. 2, page 1, lines 15 and 16, by striking out all of said
lines and inserting
include the following:

(1) Reimbursement or payments for expenses related to offi-
cial business, including meals, housing, uniforms, car allowance
and other expenses.

(2) Severance payments pursuant to a personnel compensation
plan, contract or collective bargaining agreement.

(3) Payments for unused vacation or sick leave.
(4) An annual cost-of-living adjustment equivalency payment

made to an individual, at the maximum of a salary range, adopted
pursuant to a personnel compensation plan or a collective bargain-
ing agreement
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(5) An arbitration award.
(6) Payments made pursuant to litigation.
(7) Overtime payments required for work performed in excess

of the maximum workweek.
(8) Annual performance-based incentive payments based on

objective criteria made pursuant to a personnel compensation plan
included in an individual employment contract or collective bar-
gaining agreement.

(9) Shift differential payments, standby or call-time payments
or extra duty payments made pursuant to a collective bargaining
agreement.

A personnel compensation plan, contract or collective bargaining agree-
ment under this definition shall be in writing and shall be open for pub-
lic inspection.

Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 9 and 10
Section 5. Applicability.

The provisions of this act shall not abrogate any provision of an
existing collective bargaining agreement or employment contract.

Amend Sec. 5, page 3, line 10, by striking out "5" and inserting: 6

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its

order at the request of Senator PELEGGI.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE GOVERNOR

NOMINATION REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munication in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the
Commonwealth, which was read as follows and referred to the
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations:

MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE

October 16, 2007

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as Magisterial District Judge, in and for the County of
Allegheny, Magisterial District 05-2-40, to serve until the first Monday
of January 2010, vice Cathleen Cawood Bubash, resigned.

CORMAN, WONDERLING, MADIGAN, FERLO, WAUGH,
PUNT, TOMLINSON, STOUT, D. WHITE, KASUNIC,
O'PAKE, MUSTO, FOLMER, DINNIMAN, REGOLA,
ARMSTRONG, BROWNE, RHOADES and PILEGGI
presented to the Chair SR 193, entitled:

A Resolution commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Center
for Rural Pennsylvania.

Which was committed to the Committee on AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL AFFAIRS, October 16, 2007.

Senators GREENLEAF, ERICKSON, PILEGGI, ORIE,
COSTA, TARTAGLIONE, MUSTO, WASHINGTON,
O'PAKE, FONTANA, KITCHEN and BROWNE presented to
the Chair SR 194, entitled:

A Resolution directing the Joint State Government Commission to
establish a legislative task force with an advisory committee of experts
to review, update and codify Pennsylvania's public health law.

Which was committed to the Committee on PUBLIC
HEALTH AND WELFARE, October 16, 2007.

Senators BRUBAKER, FOLMER, CORMAN, FERLO,
PUNT, WONDERLING, MADIGAN, MUSTO, BOSCOLA,
ORIE, ERICKSON, EARLL, KITCHEN, BAKER, ROBBINS,
WOZNIAK, ARMSTRONG, REGOLA, M. WHITE, O'PAKE,
BROWNE, C. WILLIAMS, RHOADES and PILEGGI presented
to the Chair SR 195, entitled:

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Com-
mittee to review the Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase
Program.

Which was committed to the Committee on AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL AFFAIRS, October 16, 2007.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2007

EDWARD G. RENDELL 9:00 A.M. FINANCE (public hearing on Senate Bill Hrg. Rm. 2
Governor No. 596) North Off.

RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 9:00 A.M. STATE GOVERNMENT (public hearing
on Senate Bill No. 9)

Hrg. Rm. 1
North Off.

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Resolutions numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which
were read by the Clerk:

9:30 A.M. PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE (to
consider Senate Bill No. 778; and House
Bills No. 191 and 874)

Room 461
Main Capitol

October 16, 2007 10:00 A.M. LOCAL GOVERNMENT (to consider Room 8E-A

Senators GORDNER, WOZNIAK, SCARNATI, ROBBINS,
Senate Bills No. 1002, 1003, 1004, 1051
and 1126)

East Wing

ORIE, PEPPY, BAKER, COSTA, BRUBAKER, M. WHITE, Off the VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMER- Rules Cmte.
EARLL, KITCHEN, LAVALLE, RAFFERTY, GREENLEAF,
FONTANA, TARTAGLIONE, WASHINGTON, ERICKSON,

Floor GENCY PREPAREDNESS (to consider
Senate Resolution No. 165)

Conf. Rm.
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2007

10:30 A.M. COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC AND RE- Room 8E-B
CREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (infor- East Wing
mational hearing pertaining to the criminal
background investigation process required
by the Gaming Act)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2007

9:30 A.M. BANKING AND INSURANCE (to accept Hrg. Rm. 1
testimony from the acting Insurance Corn- North Off.
missioner, Joel Ario, on the status of the
proposed merger between Highmark and
Independence Blue Cross (IBC) and its im-
pact on the health insurance marketplace)

10:00 A.M. AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS Room 461
and LABOR AND INDUSTRY (joint Main Capitol
hearing on Agriculture Workforce Issues)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2007

9:30 A.M. BANKING AND INSURANCE (public Hrg. Rm. 1
hearing on the status of the proposed mer- North Off
ger between Highmark and Independence
Blue Cross (IBC) and its impact on the
health insurance marketplace)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I move that the Senate
do now recess until Wednesday, October 17, 2007, at 11 a.m.,
Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 4:14 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving

Time.


