
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2006 

SESSION OF 2006 190TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 60 

SENATE 
TUESDAY, October 17, 2006 

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker 
Knoll) in the Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Rabbi JIM EGOLF, of Beth David Reform 
Congregation, Gladwyne, offered the following prayer: 

O God, we gather before You this day. This week, within my 
tradition, we read the story of how You implanted Your image 
within every human being, and so we gather today to mirror as 
part of that, as we gather in this Hall, people who come from the 
people, to stand in for the people, to represent Your people, in a 
government that is made of, by, and for them. 

God of all creation, we stand in awe before You, impelled by 
visions of the harmony of humanity. We are children of many 
traditions, inheritors of shared wisdom and tragic misunderstand­
ings, of proud hopes, and humble successes. Now it is time for us 
to gather for the business, the memories, for that which we love 
and hold most dear. In that which we share, let us seek common 
prayer for humanity. In that which we differ, let us wonder at the 
freedom of humanity. In our unity and differences, let us know 
the uniqueness that is God. May our courage match our convic­
tions, and our integrity match our hope. May our faith in You 
bring us closer to each other. 

May this gathering, and those of the past, present, and future, 
bring blessings for the State of Pennsylvania. Let us say, Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Rabbi Egolf, who is the 
guest today of Senator Connie Williams. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, approval of the Journal 
of the Session of October 16, 2006, will be postponed until the 
Journal is in print. 

HOUSE MESSAGES 

SENATE BILL RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the 
Senate SB 1237, with the information the House has passed the 

same with amendments in which the concurrence of the Senate 
is requested. 

The PRESIDENT. Pursuant to Senate Rule XIV, section 5, 
this bill will be referred to the Committee on Rules and Execu­
tive Nominations. 

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen­
ate that the House has concurred in the resolution from the Sen­
ate, entitled: 

Weekly recess. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY 

The SECRETARY. Approval has been given for the Commit­
tee on Appropriations to include Senate Bill No. 668 on its 
agenda today for an off-the-floor meeting. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I ask for a tempo­
rary Capitol leave for Senator Rhoades. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Brightbill requests a temporary 
Capitol leave for Senator Rhoades. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Berks, Senator 
OTake. 

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, I request a legislative 
leave for Senator Hughes. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator O'Pake requests a legislative leave 
for Senator Hughes. 

Without objection, the leaves will be granted. 

CALENDAR 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 366 
CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER, ADOPTED 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, without objection, called up from 
page 7 of the Calendar, as a Special Order of Business, Senate 
Resolution No. 366, entitled: 

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Com­
mittee to conduct a review of homeland security funding and prepared­
ness in this Commonwealth. 
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On the question. 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 

Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
OTake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Rhoades has returned, and his 
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled. 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
GUESTS OF SENATOR DONALD C. 

WHITE PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana, Senator Don White. 

Senator D. WHITE. Madam President, I am pleased today to 
introduce Professor Susan Martin and her students from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, IUP, all of whom are political sci­
ence majors and are here visiting us today. So, if the Senate 
would extend its usual warm welcome to Professor Martin and 
her students, I would appreciate it. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Don White, 
Professor Susan Martin and our students from IUP, please stand 
so we can give you a warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR CONSTANCE H. 
WILLIAMS PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Montgomery, Senator Connie Williams. 

Senator C. WILLIAMS. Madam President, I have the privi­
lege to introduce to the Senate Lynne Kolodinsky, who is an 
intern in my King of Prussia district office this year. Lynne is a 
senior at Norristown Area High School, on the varsity tennis 
team, is co-president of both the Student Council and the Na­
tional Honors Society, and plans to go to college next year, but 
do not be surprised if you see her one day as the Senator from the 
17th Senatorial District. Please join me in welcoming Lynne to 
the floor. 

The PRESIDENT. Would Lynne Kolodinsky please rise so 
we can give you a nice warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR JOHN R. 
GORDNER PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Columbia, Senator Gordner. 

Senator GORDNER. Madam President, it is my privilege to 
be hosting Dr. Gloria Cohen-Dion and her students from 
Bloomsburg University, who are in her State local government 
class. They have been spending the day visiting the House and 
Senate, and the Governor's reception room, and then they had 
someone from the Department of Education speak to them. 

So, at this time, I ask the Senate to give its usual warm wel­
come to Dr. Gloria Cohen-Dion and her students. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the students from Bloomsburg Uni­
versity and Dr. Gloria Cohen-Dion please rise so we can give 
you a nice warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR MIKE WAUGH 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
York, Senator Waugh. 

Senator WAUGH. Madam President, each year I am honored 
to host several students who are here with Mr. Roy Wescher of 
York. He brings students through the American Swedish Student 
Exchange High School Program, and I am not sure, but this is 
probably 5 years or so that he has been doing this. He has three 
students here today, along with their host parents and actually 
one host sister, and I would like to introduce them, Madam Presi­
dent. 

First of all, from Germany is Ramona Colapietro, who attends 
the Christian School of York, and along with Ramona are her 
host mom, Kelly Petersen, and her host sister, Sarah Petersen, 
who both live in Stewartstown, York County. 

Secondly, also from Germany is Ann-Cathrin Lehsau, who 
attends Chambersburg Area Senior High School in Senator Punt's 
district. Along with her is her host mom, Dorinda Wilson, from 
Fayetteville in Franklin County. 

Finally, we have Rakop Taveesuksiri from Thailand. He at­
tends Central High School in York County, and he is staying in 
Manchester Township, also in York County. 

I ask the Senate to extend its usual warm welcome to my 
guests, and I hope they have a good day. 

The PRESIDENT. Would Roy Wescher, who is in charge of 
the student exchange program, and the students and their guests 
please rise so we can welcome you. 

(Applause.) 

GUEST OF SENATOR PATRICK M. 
BROWNE PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lehigh, Senator Browne. 

Senator BROWNE. Madam President, it is a pleasure for me 
to introduce Miss Karen Mount, an intern who is working in our 
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local Allentown office. She is a graduate of Muhlenberg College 
in political science, and she is looking forward to a future in im­
migration law in Philadelphia. I ask the Senate to please give her 
a warm welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Would Karen Mount please rise. 
(Applause.) 

GUESTS O F SENATOR J O E CONTI 
PRESENTED T O T H E SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Bucks, Senator Conti. 

Senator CONTI. Madam President, it is an honor for me to 
introduce today two constituents from Bucks County who are 
spending a day in the Capitol with me. The first is Ann Marie 
Storbrauck and her daughter, Lauren. Ann Marie has a wonderful 
career in health care and the insurance business prior to that, and 
Lauren is a sophomore at Central Bucks West, my alma mater, 
and has made known to me her intention of getting into public 
service, and here is hoping she may one day be the Senator from 
the 10th District. 

I ask the Senate to please give my guests a warm Senate greet­
ing. 

The PRESIDENT. Would Ann Marie and Lauren please rise 
so we can give you a nice warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS O F SENATOR ROBERT D. 
ROBBINS PRESENTED T O THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mercer, Senator Robbins. 

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, today I have the plea­
sure of introducing Lauren McCrillis and Sam Giegel, who are 
serving as guest Pages in the Senate today. Lauren and Sam, both 
eighth grade honor students, attend St. Michael School in 
Greenville. 

Lauren is the daughter of Lee and Lynne McCrillis, and she 
serves as class president, is a member of the school's soccer 
team, and a cheerleader for the boys' basketball team. 

Sam is the son of John and Beth Giegel, and he serves as class 
vice president and is the Student Council Treasurer. Sam partici­
pates in competitions as a member of Math 24 and Math Equa­
tions clubs. In addition, he is also a member of the school's bas­
ketball, track, and soccer teams. Lauren and Sam are accompa­
nied here today by Sam's father, John Giegel, who is seated in the 
Senate gallery. 

Madam President, fellow Members, please join me in wel­
coming my special guests to the Senate of Pennsylvania. 

The PRESIDENT. Would John Giegel, Sam Giegel, and 
Lauren McCrillis all please rise so we can give you a nice warm 
welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS O F SENATOR LEANNA A. 
WASHINGTON PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Philadelphia, Senator Washington. 

Senator WASHINGTON. Madam President, I rise today to 
welcome some guests from my district. They are Miss Trudy 
Haynes, who is a former TV anchor for KYW-TV in Philadel­
phia; Howard Satchell and his wife, Deborah, of Philadelphia; 
Milton Richardson of Philadelphia, and Joyce Haywardo also of 
Philadelphia. Please join me in welcoming them to the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. Will Trudy, Howard, Deborah, Milton, 
and Joyce all please rise. 

(Applause.) 
Senator WASHINGTON. Madam President, also from the 

Montgomery County part of my district, I have Marguerite Sex­
ton and Patricia Conroy. Will you join me in welcoming them. 

The PRESIDENT. Will Marguerite and Patricia also please 
rise. 

(Applause.) 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, at this time I ask 
for a recess of the Senate, first for the purpose of a meeting of the 
Committee on Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness, 
which will begin immediately in the Rules room, and I believe it 
includes a hearing. That will be followed by a Republican cau­
cus, which will take place in the caucus room downstairs. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Berks, Senator O'Pake. 

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, the Senate Democrats 
will caucus after the public hearing on the nominee. 

The PRESIDENT. There will be a recess for a meeting of the 
Committee on Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness, 
followed by Republican and Democratic caucuses. For those 
purposes, without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY 

The SECRETARY. Consent has been given for the Commit­
tee on Appropriations to add House Bill No. 2699 to its agenda 
for the off-the-floor meeting this evening. 

CONSIDERATION O F CALENDAR RESUMED 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE IN HOUSE 
AMENDMENTS AS AMENDED 

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS 
AS AMENDED 

SB 157 (Pr. No. 1989) - The Senate proceeded to consider­
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 31, 1965 (RL.1257, 
No.511), known as The Local Tax Enabling Act, further providing for 
delegation of taxing powers and restrictions thereon. 
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On the question, 
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House, 

as further amended by the Senate, to Senate Bill No. 157? 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that the 
Senate do concur in the amendments made by the House, as fur­
ther amended by the Senate, to Senate Bill No. 157. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I request a legislative 
leave for Senator Washington. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Mellow requests a legislative 
leave for Senator Washington. Without objection, the leave will 
be granted. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 

Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the aflfirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House of 
Representatives accordingly. 

BILL ON CONCURRENCE IN 
HOUSE AMENDMENTS 

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS 

SB 1242 (Pr. No. 2105) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider­
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 14,1992 (RL.818, No.133), 
known as the Port of Pittsburgh Commission Act, further providing for 
the definition of "port district." 

On the question, 
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House 

to Senate Bill No. 1242? 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that the 
Senate do concur in the amendments made by the House to Sen­
ate Bill No. 1242. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 

Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the aflfirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House of 
Representatives accordingly. 

FINAL PASSAGE CALENDAR 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

HB 1526 ~ Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 1331 (Pr. No. 2166) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider­
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for exclusions from 
sales and use tax. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 
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YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 

Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
OTake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

HB 126 (Pr. No. 4579) - The Senate proceeded to consider­
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 71 (State Government) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, defining "alternative investment" and "alternative 
investment vehicle"; and further providing for administrative duties of 
the State Employees' Retirement Board. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-37 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Fontana 
Fumo 

Corman 
Dinniman 
Ferlo 
Kitchen 

Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 

Orie 
Pippy 
Rafferty 

Musto 
O'Pake 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Punt 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Tomlinson 
Washington 

NAY-13 

Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 

Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

Scamati 
Vance 
White, Donald 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to 
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate 

has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of 
the House is requested. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, at this time I ask 
for a recess of the Senate for purposes of a meeting of the Com­
mittee on Education, which will be held in the Rules room, and 
I think it will take about 5 minutes. That will then be followed by 
a meeting of the Committee on Banking and Insurance. The 
meeting of the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations, 
which was originally sunshined, has been cancelled. 

The PRESIDENT. There will be a meeting of the Committee 
on Education, followed by a meeting of the Committee on Bank­
ing and Insurance. The meeting of the Committee on Rules and 
Executive Nominations has been cancelled. For those purposes, 
without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

CONSIDERATION O F CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED 

BILL AMENDED 

HB 469 (Pr. No. 4713) - The Senate proceeded to consider­
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 3, 1937 (RL.1333, No.320), 
known as the Pennsylvania Election Code, further providing for date of 
application for absentee ballot, for voting by absentee electors and for 
canvassing of official absentee ballots; and limiting contributions by 
partnerships, limited partnerships and limited liability companies. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator BRIGHTBILL offered the following amendment No. 

A9992: 

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1306), page 10, line 2, by striking out 
nl302A(br and inserting: 1302.Ua.2) 

Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 1308), page 12, line 27, by striking out 
" i m i M ' and inserting: 1302.Ua.2) 

Amend Sec. 5, page 17, lines 17 and 18, by striking out "THE" in 
line 17 and all of line 18 and inserting: January 1, 2007. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 553 (Pr. No. 2083) - The Senate proceeded to consider­
ation of the bill, entitled: 


