
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009 
 

SESSION OF 2009 193D OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 114 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
The House convened at 11 a.m., e.s.t. 

THE SPEAKER (KEITH R. McCALL) 
PRESIDING 

 
PRAYER 

 The SPEAKER. The prayer will be offered by Pastor Tracy 
Bass. He is the guest of Representative Bradford. 
 
 REV. DR. TRACY BASS, Guest Chaplain of the House of 
Representatives, offered the following prayer: 
 
 Mr. Speaker and esteemed Representatives, peace and grace 
unto you all. Thank you for the opportunity to be here with you 
today, and I thank my lovely wife, Tracy, for accompanying me. 
 Let us look to God in prayer: 
 Creator God, it is because of You that we find ourselves in 
this place at this time and during this season of life. We thank 
You for the many opportunities You give to each of us to 
partner with You to make a difference in this world. We pray 
for knowledge and wisdom from on high. We pray that we may 
have open hearts and ears and minds to hear from You, and the 
courage and strength to move on that which You have called us 
to do. May we and our will shrink before You, and may You 
and Your will rise within us. And here in this hall, when the 
leaders are in the midst of difficult decisions preceded by 
purposeful and didactic debate, bring them to a point of clarity 
and focus, always looking for the opportunity to exemplify that 
which makes us one with You and one with each other – mercy 
and love, justice and equality, fairness and impartiality, whose 
time is always now.  
 Help all called to this awesome leadership responsibility not 
to delay when expediency is required and not to move hastily 
when the situation calls for judicious deliberation. Let these, 
Your people, hear from You. Let them always hear in a 
language which is their own, the language which causes them to 
move and to be and to do according to Your good pleasure. 
 And now, loving God, we pray for all the residents and 
citizens of the great State of Pennsylvania, we pray for them 
healthy and fulfilled lives. We lift all these things in Your name, 
O God, creator and sustainer and whom I trust. Amen. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 (The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by members and 
guests.) 

JOURNAL APPROVAL POSTPONED 

 The SPEAKER. Without objection, approval of the Journal 
of Monday, December 7, 2009, will be postponed until printed. 
The Chair hears no objection. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

 The SPEAKER. Turning to leaves of absence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Greene County, Representative 
DeWeese, the majority whip, who requests a leave of absence 
for: Representative OLIVER from Philadelphia County for the 
day; Representative MAHONEY from Fayette County for the 
day; Representative DONATUCCI from Philadelphia County 
for the day; Representative DeLUCA from Allegheny County 
for the day. Without objection, the leaves will be granted. 
 The gentlemen at the minority leader's desk, the mike is on. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, 
Representative Turzai, the minority whip, who requests a leave 
of absence for: Representative HELM from Dauphin County for 
the day; Representative PHILLIPS from Northumberland 
County for the day; Representative Dennis O'BRIEN from 
Philadelphia County for the day. Without objection, the leaves 
will be granted. 

MASTER ROLL CALL 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair is about to take the master roll. 
The members will proceed to vote. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 PRESENT–193 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Lentz Roae 
Baker Everett Levdansky Rock 
Barbin Fabrizio Longietti Roebuck 
Barrar Fairchild Maher Rohrer 
Bear Farry Major Ross 
Belfanti Fleck Manderino Sabatina 
Benninghoff Frankel Mann Sainato 
Beyer Freeman Markosek Samuelson 
Bishop Gabig Marshall Santarsiero 
Boback Gabler Marsico Santoni 
Boyd Galloway Matzie Saylor 
Boyle Geist McGeehan Scavello 
Bradford George McI. Smith Schroder 
Brennan Gerber Melio Seip 
Briggs Gergely Metcalfe Shapiro 
Brooks Gibbons Metzgar Siptroth 
Brown Gillespie Micozzie Smith, K. 
Burns Gingrich Millard Smith, M. 
Buxton Godshall Miller Smith, S. 
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Caltagirone Goodman Milne Solobay 
Carroll Grell Mirabito Sonney 
Casorio Grove Moul Staback 
Causer Grucela Mundy Stern 
Christiana Haluska Murphy Stevenson 
Civera Hanna Murt Sturla 
Clymer Harhai Mustio Swanger 
Cohen Harhart Myers Tallman 
Conklin Harkins O'Brien, M. Taylor, J. 
Costa, D. Harper O'Neill Taylor, R. 
Costa, P. Harris Oberlander Thomas 
Cox Hennessey Pallone True 
Creighton Hess Parker Turzai 
Cruz Hickernell Pashinski Vereb 
Curry Hornaman Payne Vitali 
Cutler Houghton Payton Vulakovich 
Daley Hutchinson Peifer Wagner 
Dally Johnson Perzel Walko 
Day Josephs Petrarca Wansacz 
Deasy Kauffman Petri Waters 
Delozier Keller, M.K. Pickett Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Preston Wheatley 
DePasquale Kessler Pyle White 
Dermody Killion Quigley Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Quinn Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Knowles Rapp Yudichak 
Drucker Kortz Readshaw  
Eachus Kotik Reed McCall, 
Ellis Krieger Reese    Speaker 
Evans, D. Kula Reichley  
 
 ADDITIONS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–9 
 
DeLuca Mahoney O'Brien, D. Perry 
Donatucci Miccarelli Oliver Phillips 
Helm    
 
 LEAVES ADDED–3 
 
Galloway Matzie Pashinski 
 
 LEAVES CANCELED–2 
 
Donatucci Mahoney 
 
 
 The SPEAKER. A quorum being present, the House will 
proceed to conduct business. 

GUESTS INTRODUCED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair has a few visitors he would like 
to acknowledge. In the well of the House, Sarah Kownacki, who 
attends Cumberland Valley High School, is here today serving 
as a guest page. She is the guest of Representative Sheryl 
Delozier. Will the guest please rise. Guest page, please rise. 
Welcome to the hall of the House. 
 To the left of the Speaker, the Chair welcomes Mike 
Onuskanich. Did I get that right, Mike? Onuskanich? He is the 
guest of Representative Tim Seip. Welcome to the hall of the 
House. 
 
 
 
 

 In the back of the hall of the House, the Chair welcomes  
Ed Egan, who is the director of the prelaw program at Mount  
St. Mary's University in Emmitsburg, Maryland, along with 
students from the prelaw program. They are: Sarah Roe, 
Amanda Atwood, Christian Owens, and Josemar Garcia. They 
are the guests of Representative Kate Harper and Representative 
Rick Taylor. Will the guests please rise. Welcome to the hall of 
the House. 
 
 Members will please take their seats. The House will come 
to order. The Speaker would like the attention of the members 
for a brief moment. If we can have some order. 

CHARLES CHIAO PRESENTED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to welcome to the 
House of Representatives Security and Safety Officer Charles 
Chiao. Charles, will you raise your hand, please? This officer 
just returned from a 2-year deployment to Iraq with the  
56th Pennsylvania Army National Guard Stryker Brigade. Also 
to the left of the Speaker are his parents, Sharon and Charles 
Chiao, and other family members. Will they please rise. 
Welcome to the hall of the House. Charles, welcome back from 
your deployment in Iraq. 
 I would also like to welcome to the rostrum at this point 
Representative Goodman, who would like to make a brief 
presentation. 
 Mr. GOODMAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 It is truly an honor for me today to be part of this small 
ceremony, because Chuck is not only one of my constituents in 
my legislative district, but he is a boyhood friend of mine.  
I have known Chuck for a lot longer than we would probably 
want to admit, and I have also been very close to the Chiao 
family. That is why it gives me great pleasure as the 
Representative from the 123d Legislative District to present 
Chuck with this Pennsylvania House of Representatives citation 
and also the flag that has flown over the Capitol for his 2 years 
of active duty service with the Pennsylvania National Guard 
Stryker Brigade. Welcome home, Chuck.  

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

 Mr. FARRY submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 
 
 Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to bring to the attention of the 
Speaker and the members of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives the name of Hunter Alexander Valentine, who has 
been awarded Scouting's highest honor – Eagle Scout. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to read to the members of the House of 
Representatives the following citation of merit honoring Hunter 
Alexander Valentine. 
 Whereas, Hunter Alexander Valentine earned the Eagle Award in 
Scouting. This is the highest award that Boy Scouts can bestow and as 
such represents great sacrifice and tremendous effort on the part of this 
young man. Hunter is a member of Troop 82. 
 Now therefore, Mr. Speaker and the members of the House of 
Representatives, it is my privilege to congratulate and place in the 
Legislative Journal the name of Hunter Alexander Valentine. 
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APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from 
Luzerne County, Representative Mundy, for the purpose of an 
announcement. 
 Ms. MUNDY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to announce an immediate Appropriations 
Committee meeting followed by caucus, a Democratic caucus, 
at 11:45. We will be back on the floor at 12:30. Again, an 
immediate meeting of the Appropriations Committee followed 
by a Democratic caucus at 11:45, back on the floor at 12:30. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady. 
 I assume that the Appropriations Committee meeting is in 
the majority caucus room? The Chair thanks the lady. 
 Immediate meeting of the Appropriations Committee in the 
majority caucus room. 

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from 
Susquehanna County, Representative Major. 
 Ms. MAJOR. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to announce a meeting of the Republican 
Caucus at 11:45. I would ask all Republicans to please report to 
caucus at 11:45. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady. 

STATEMENT BY MR. MELIO 

 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman, 
Representative Melio, rise? 
 Mr. MELIO. I have some remarks for Pearl Harbor Day, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman want to submit those 
remarks for the record or read them into the record himself? 
 Mr. MELIO. I would like to read them, Mr. Speaker. It will 
only take 2 seconds. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Bucks County, Representative 
Melio, under unanimous consent without objection. 
 Mr. MELIO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you all for 
honoring George and all the other veterans. 
 Yesterday marked the 68th anniversary of the Pearl Harbor 
attack. I am honored and humbled to be here with my 
colleagues to recognize such a solemn anniversary. It is 
important that December 7 not just be remembered by those that 
lived during this historical time, but more importantly, it needs 
to be remembered and contemplated upon by all Americans of 
all ages and backgrounds. These historical moments, moments 
of deep reflection, carry an added significance during this time 
of year. So many of us enjoy and embrace the joys of the 
season, yet for a significant number of brave men and women, 
the holiday season will be spent so far from home. 
 Let us not forget these courageous Americans, be it those 
that have fallen at Pearl Harbor or in its aftermath, through the 
present time where, once again, brave Americans are putting 
their lives on the line for those of us back home. Let the pursuit 
of peace find its way. 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you for allowing me to 
speak. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

STATEMENT BY MR. PAYNE 
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE OBSERVED 

 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman from 
Dauphin County, Representative Payne, rise? 
 Mr. PAYNE. Personal privilege, please, Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman under 
unanimous consent. 
 Mr. PAYNE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, if I could have some order, please? 
 The SPEAKER. The House will come to order. The 
gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
 Mr. PAYNE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I do not know how many of my colleagues heard the 
gentleman before me and what he was talking about, and I am 
almost embarrassed to admit that yesterday, on Pearl Harbor 
Day, we did not stand for a moment of silence in remembrance 
of all the men and women who were killed on that day. More 
importantly, I am embarrassed that the five veterans from Pearl 
Harbor – whom many of us saw in this Capitol in the main 
rotunda or the east rotunda – who were Pennsylvania veterans 
who served at Pearl Harbor, were not recognized on this House 
floor. I would like to ask the Speaker for a moment of silence 
and that we stand in remembrance of all the veterans who were 
killed on Pearl Harbor Day, and particularly, the members from 
Pennsylvania. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman, Representative Payne, is in 
order, and the Speaker agrees with the gentleman 
wholeheartedly. As a sign of respect for our fallen comrades, 
December 7, 1941, as well as the civilians that perished on that 
day, that this House pause in a moment of silence in honor and 
respect to our fallen comrades, soldiers, and civilians. 
 All members and all guests will please rise. 
 

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.) 
 

 The SPEAKER. Members and guests may please be seated.    

ANNOUNCEMENT BY MR. WATERS 

 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, Representative Waters, rise? 
 Mr. WATERS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to make an announcement for a 
meeting. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in order and may proceed. 
 Mr. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to advise all the 
members of the Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus that we 
will be meeting at noon in room 328. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 Any further announcements? 
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RECESS 

 The SPEAKER. This House stands in recess until  
12:30 p.m., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 

RECESS EXTENDED 

 The time of recess was extended until 12:45 p.m. 

AFTER RECESS 

 The time of recess having expired, the House was called to 
order. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair notes the presence of the 
gentleman from Fayette County, Representative Mahoney, on 
the floor of the House. His name will be added to the master 
roll. 

BILLS REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

HB 1196, PN 1424 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act amending the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), 

known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, further providing 
for definitions and for administration and enforcement; and providing 
for applicability. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
HB 2047, PN 2815 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act amending the act of May 25, 1945 (P.L.1050, No.394), 

known as the Local Tax Collection Law, further providing for 
compensation of treasurers in first class townships. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 711, PN 1468 By Rep. D. EVANS 

 
An Act amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania 

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for legislative intent, for 
definitions, for the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board established, 
for applicability of other statutes, for powers of the board and for code 
of conduct; providing for expenses of regulatory agencies; further 
providing for licensed gaming entity application appeals from board, 
for license or permit application hearing process and public hearings, 
for board minutes and records, for regulatory authority of board, for 
collection of fees and fines, for slot machine license fee, for number of 
slot machines and for reports of board; providing for report by slot 
machine licensee; further providing for diversity goals of board and for 
license or permit prohibition; providing for specific authority to 
suspend slot machine license and for Auditor General's reports; further 
providing for Category 3 slot machine license, for applications for 
license or permit, for slot machine license application character 
requirements, for slot machine license application financial fitness 
requirements, for supplier licenses and for manufacturer licenses; 
providing for gaming service provider and for alternative supplier 
licensing standards; further providing for occupation permit 
application, for additional licenses and permits and approval of 
agreements, for license renewals, for change in ownership or control of 
slot machine licensee and for nonportability of slot machine license; 
providing for appointment of trustee and for additional table game 
assessment; authorizing table games; further providing for slot machine 
license deposits; providing for limitation on recovery of costs; further 
providing for gross terminal revenue deductions, for itemized budget 

reporting, for establishment of State Gaming Fund and net slot machine 
revenue distribution, for distributions from Pennsylvania Race Horse 
Development Fund, for Pennsylvania Gaming Economic Development 
and Tourism Fund, for transfers from State Gaming Fund, for 
responsibility and authority of Department of Revenue, for wagering 
on credit and for no eminent domain authority; providing for 
deteriorated designations; further providing for compulsive and 
problem gambling program, for labor hiring preferences, for 
declaration of exemption from Federal laws prohibiting slot machines 
and for financial and employment interests; providing for additional 
restrictions; further providing for political influence, for regulation 
requiring exclusion of certain persons; providing for prosecutorial and 
adjudicative functions; further providing for investigations and 
enforcement, for conduct of public officials and employees and for 
prohibited acts and penalties; providing for additional authority and for 
report of suspicious transactions; further providing for interception of 
oral communications; providing for electronic funds transfer terminals; 
regulating junkets; and providing for gaming schools. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 
 The SPEAKER. Those bills will go to the House 
supplemental calendar. 

BILLS REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

 
SB 1036, PN 1451 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
A Supplement to the act of July 28, 1966 (3rd Sp.Sess., P.L.87, 

No.3), known as the University of Pittsburgh–Commonwealth Act, 
making appropriations for carrying the same into effect; and providing 
for a basis for payments of such appropriations, for a method of 
accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information 
disclosure. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1037, PN 1452 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
A Supplement to the act of November 30, 1965 (P.L.843, No.355), 

known as the Temple University–Commonwealth Act, making 
appropriations for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis 
for payments of such appropriations; and providing a method of 
accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information 
disclosure. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1038, PN 1453 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
A Supplement to the act of July 7, 1972 (P.L.743, No.176), known 

as the Lincoln University-Commonwealth Act, making an 
appropriation for carrying the same into effect; providing for a basis for 
payments of the appropriation; and providing a method of accounting 
for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal information disclosure. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1039, PN 1519 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of the University 

of Pennsylvania. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1040, PN 1455 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
A Supplement to the act of April 1, 1863 (P.L.213, No.227), 

entitled "An act to accept the grant of Public Lands, by the United 
States, to the several states, for the endowment of Agricultural 
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Colleges," making appropriations for carrying the same into effect; and 
providing for a basis for payments of such appropriations, for a method 
of accounting for the funds appropriated and for certain fiscal 
information disclosure. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1093, PN 1415 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Trustees of Drexel 

University, Philadelphia. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1094, PN 1416 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Philadelphia College of 

Osteopathic Medicine, Philadelphia. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1095, PN 1417 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Lake Erie College of 

Osteopathic Medicine, Erie. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1096, PN 1418 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to Salus University, Philadelphia. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1097, PN 1419 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the University of the Arts, 

Philadelphia, for instruction and student aid. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1098, PN 1420 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Johnson Technical Institute 

of Scranton for operation and maintenance expenses. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1099, PN 1421 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Williamson Free School of 

Mechanical Trades in Delaware County for operation and maintenance 
expenses. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1100, PN 1422 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Fox Chase Institute for 

Cancer Research, Philadelphia, for the operation and maintenance of 
the cancer research program. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SB 1101, PN 1423 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making appropriations to the Wistar Institute, Philadelphia, 

for operation and maintenance expenses and for AIDS research. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1102, PN 1424 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Central Penn Oncology 

Group. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1103, PN 1425 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to Lancaster Cleft Palate for 

outpatient-inpatient treatment. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1104, PN 1426 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Burn Foundation, 

Philadelphia, for outpatient and inpatient treatment. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 

SB 1105, PN 1427 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to The Children's Institute, 

Pittsburgh, for treatment and rehabilitation of certain persons with 
disabling diseases. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1106, PN 1428 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to The Children's Hospital of 

Philadelphia for comprehensive patient care and general maintenance 
and operation of the hospital. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1107, PN 1429 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Philadelphia Health and 

Education Corporation for the Colleges of Medicine, Public Health, 
Nursing and Health Professions for continuation of pediatric services. 

 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

 
SB 1108, PN 1430 By Rep. D. EVANS 
 
An Act making an appropriation to the Beacon Lodge Camp. 
 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
 
 The SPEAKER. Those bills will go to the House calendar. 
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REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Blair County, Representative Geist, minority chairman of the 
Committee on Committees, who makes a supplemental report to 
the House of Representatives. 
 
 The following report was read: 
 

House of Representatives 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Harrisburg 
 

Committee on Committees 
Supplemental Report 

 
  In the House of Representatives 
  December 8, 2009 
 
RESOLVED that, 
 
 Representative Daryl Metcalfe, Butler County, resigns from the 
House Education Committee, the House Finance Committee and the 
House Labor Relations Committee. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Rep. Richard Geist 
  Minority Chairman 
  Committee on Committees 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 Resolution was adopted. 

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

  No. 555 By Representatives LENTZ, BELFANTI, BEYER, 
BRENNAN, BROWN, CREIGHTON, DeWEESE, GIBBONS, 
JOSEPHS, KIRKLAND, KORTZ, MANDERINO, 
McGEEHAN, MURPHY, MURT, PARKER, PAYTON, 
SANTARSIERO, SIPTROTH and YOUNGBLOOD 

 
A Resolution urging Federal implementation to implement the 

John R. Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive Act of 2008. 
 

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION, December 8, 
2009. 
 
  No. 557 By Representatives GRELL, BENNINGHOFF, 
SHAPIRO, M. KELLER, ADOLPH, BEAR, BEYER, 
BOBACK, BROOKS, CREIGHTON, CUTLER, DALLY, 
DAY, DELOZIER, DiGIROLAMO, ELLIS, EVERETT, 
FAIRCHILD, GABIG, GABLER, GEIST, GIBBONS, 
GINGRICH, GROVE, HARHART, HARRIS, HELM, 
HICKERNELL, HORNAMAN, HUTCHINSON, KORTZ, 
KRIEGER, MARSHALL, MARSICO, MATZIE, McILVAINE 
SMITH, MILLER, MILNE, MOUL, MUNDY, MUSTIO,  
D. O'BRIEN, O'NEILL, PETRI, PICKETT, QUIGLEY, 
QUINN, REESE, REICHLEY, ROAE, ROCK, ROHRER, 
STEVENSON, SWANGER, TALLMAN, TRUE, 
VULAKOVICH and WATSON 

 

A Resolution establishing a bipartisan Speaker's Commission on 
Budgetary Reform to study the budget process and make 
recommendations for reforms needed to improve the process. 

 
Referred to Committee on STATE GOVERNMENT, 

December 8, 2009. 

HOUSE BILLS 
INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

  No. 2132 By Representatives COHEN, JOSEPHS, BISHOP, 
FABRIZIO, FREEMAN, HENNESSEY, KIRKLAND, 
MANDERINO, McGEEHAN, MYERS, M. O'BRIEN, 
PAYTON, ROEBUCK, SABATINA, THOMAS, VITALI and 
YOUNGBLOOD 

 
An Act amending the act of April 21, 1949 (P.L.665, No.155), 

known as the First Class City Home Rule Act, further providing for 
provisions relating to specific powers. 

 
Referred to Committee on URBAN AFFAIRS, December 8, 

2009. 
 
  No. 2136 By Representatives LENTZ, BELFANTI, BEYER, 
BRADFORD, BRENNAN, CASORIO, CREIGHTON, 
DONATUCCI, FREEMAN, GEIST, GOODMAN, GRUCELA, 
HARKINS, KIRKLAND, MELIO, MOUL, MURT, O'NEILL, 
PYLE, READSHAW, SABATINA, SIPTROTH, M. SMITH, 
SWANGER, WHITE and YOUNGBLOOD 

 
An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of 

the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in sentencing, further 
providing for sentences for offenses against elderly persons. 

 
Referred to Committee on JUDICIARY, December 8, 2009. 

 
  No. 2137 By Representatives LENTZ, BEYER, BRENNAN, 
CALTAGIRONE, D. COSTA, FREEMAN, GEORGE, 
GERGELY, HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, 
KORTZ, KULA, LONGIETTI, MANN, McILVAINE SMITH, 
MELIO, MUNDY, MURPHY, MURT, M. O'BRIEN, 
PARKER, SANTONI, SEIP, SIPTROTH, STEVENSON, 
VULAKOVICH and YOUNGBLOOD 

 
An Act amending the act of December 5, 1936 (2nd Sp.Sess.,  

1937 P.L.2897, No.1), known as the Unemployment Compensation 
Law, in compensation, prohibiting fees on use of compensation paid 
through direct deposit or debit cards. 

 
Referred to Committee on LABOR RELATIONS,  

December 8, 2009. 
 
  No. 2138 By Representatives LENTZ, BARRAR, BRIGGS, 
CALTAGIRONE, FRANKEL, HALUSKA, KORTZ, 
McILVAINE SMITH, MILNE, MURT and SIPTROTH 

 
An Act establishing the Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional 

Airport Authority to operate the Philadelphia International Airport and 
Lehigh Valley International Airport; and making an appropriation. 

 
Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION,  

December 8, 2009. 
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  No. 2139 By Representatives MYERS, BELFANTI, 
BISHOP, BRIGGS, CARROLL, D. COSTA, P. COSTA, 
DeWEESE, FLECK, FRANKEL, GERGELY, GRUCELA, 
HALUSKA, HANNA, HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, 
JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA, LONGIETTI, 
MAHONEY, MARKOSEK, McGEEHAN, MIRABITO, 
MOUL, MUNDY, MUSTIO, M. O'BRIEN, PARKER, 
READSHAW, SIPTROTH, M. SMITH, SONNEY, 
STABACK, STERN, TALLMAN, WAGNER, WATERS, 
WHEATLEY and REICHLEY 

 
An Act providing for the Pennsylvania Agricultural Surplus 

System and for powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture. 
 

Referred to Committee on AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
AFFAIRS, December 8, 2009. 
 
  No. 2150 By Representatives CASORIO, BELFANTI, 
BEYER, BOYD, BRIGGS, CALTAGIRONE, CARROLL, 
CLYMER, COHEN, D. COSTA, DEASY, DeLUCA, 
DERMODY, DONATUCCI, EVERETT, FRANKEL, GEIST, 
GEORGE, GIBBONS, GODSHALL, GOODMAN, GRELL, 
GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HESS, 
HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA, 
LONGIETTI, MAHONEY, MANN, MICOZZIE, MILLER, 
MILNE, MOUL, MURPHY, MURT, M. O'BRIEN, O'NEILL, 
PAYNE, PETRARCA, PRESTON, RAPP, READSHAW, 
REICHLEY, ROEBUCK, SIPTROTH, SWANGER, 
TALLMAN, VULAKOVICH, WATERS and WATSON 

 
An Act amending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania 

Consolidated Statutes, in emergency medical services system, further 
providing for emergency medical services providers. 

 
Referred to Committee on VETERANS AFFAIRS AND 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, December 8, 2009. 
 
  No. 2151 By Representatives REICHLEY, ADOLPH, 
BEYER, BOYD, CLYMER, CREIGHTON, CUTLER, 
DALLY, EVERETT, FAIRCHILD, GILLESPIE, GINGRICH, 
GRELL, GROVE, HARHART, HARRIS, HENNESSEY, 
HESS, HORNAMAN, LONGIETTI, MILLER, PICKETT, 
RAPP, SIPTROTH, SOLOBAY and YOUNGBLOOD 

 
An Act amending the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), 

known as the Health Care Facilities Act, in licensing of health care 
facilities, further providing for definitions, for licensure, for term and 
content of license and for reliance on accrediting agencies and Federal 
Government. 

 
Referred to Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES, December 8, 2009. 
 
  No. 2152 By Representatives REICHLEY, BOYD, 
EVERETT, FRANKEL, GEIST, GRELL, GROVE, 
HARHART, HICKERNELL, KOTIK, McGEEHAN, MOUL, 
MURT, O'NEILL, WATERS and GINGRICH 

 
An Act amending the act of December 5, 1936 (2nd Sp.Sess., 1937 

P.L.2897, No.1), known as the Unemployment Compensation Law, 
providing for a shared work program. 

 
Referred to Committee on LABOR RELATIONS,  

December 8, 2009. 
 

  No. 2153 By Representatives ADOLPH, DENLINGER, 
McGEEHAN, DALLY, GILLESPIE, BAKER, BELFANTI, 
CARROLL, CASORIO, J. EVANS, FAIRCHILD, GABLER, 
GEIST, HALUSKA, HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, KILLION, 
KORTZ, KOTIK, LONGIETTI, MANN, MILLER, O'NEILL, 
PICKETT, PRESTON, READSHAW, REICHLEY, ROSS, 
SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH, SOLOBAY, 
STEVENSON, SWANGER, TALLMAN, VULAKOVICH, 
WATSON, YOUNGBLOOD and MARSICO 

 
An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 

as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, in personal income tax, further 
providing for classes of income. 

 
Referred to Committee on FINANCE, December 8, 2009. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny County, Representative Levdansky, for the purpose 
of an announcement. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, for the members of the Finance Committee, 
immediately following the close of business today, when we are 
done with session on the floor, there will be an immediate 
meeting of the House Finance Committee in G-50 of the Irvis 
Office Building. 
 The SPEAKER. There will be a Finance Committee meeting 
in G-50 of the Irvis Office Building at the recess. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE, 
CONSIDERED FIRST TIME, AND TABLED 

HB 1502, PN 2982 (Amended) By Rep. BELFANTI 
 
An Act amending Title 62 (Procurement) of the Pennsylvania 

Consolidated Statutes, in contracts for public works, providing for 
verification of the Social Security numbers of all employees for 
purposes of wage reporting and employment eligibility; prescribing 
penalties; and establishing good faith immunity under certain 
circumstances. 

 
LABOR RELATIONS. 

 
HB 1503, PN 2983 (Amended) By Rep. BELFANTI 
 
An Act requiring construction industry employers to verify the 

Social Security numbers of all employees for purposes of wage 
reporting and employment eligibility; providing for the powers and 
duties of the Department of Labor and Industry; prescribing sanctions; 
and establishing good faith immunity under certain circumstances. 

 
LABOR RELATIONS. 

CALENDAR 
 

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

 Mr. CUTLER called up HR 551, PN 2946, entitled: 
 

A Resolution recognizing January 4, 2010, as "World Hypnotism 
Day" in Pennsylvania. 
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 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–180 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Longietti Rohrer 
Baker Everett Maher Ross 
Barbin Fabrizio Mahoney Sabatina 
Barrar Fairchild Major Sainato 
Bear Farry Manderino Samuelson 
Belfanti Fleck Mann Santarsiero 
Benninghoff Frankel Markosek Santoni 
Beyer Freeman Marshall Saylor 
Bishop Gabler Matzie Scavello 
Boyd Galloway McGeehan Schroder 
Boyle Geist McI. Smith Seip 
Bradford George Melio Shapiro 
Brennan Gerber Metzgar Siptroth 
Briggs Gergely Micozzie Smith, K. 
Brown Gibbons Millard Smith, M. 
Burns Gillespie Miller Smith, S. 
Buxton Gingrich Milne Solobay 
Caltagirone Goodman Mirabito Sonney 
Carroll Grell Moul Staback 
Casorio Grove Mundy Stern 
Causer Grucela Murphy Stevenson 
Christiana Haluska Murt Sturla 
Civera Hanna Mustio Swanger 
Cohen Harhai Myers Tallman 
Conklin Harhart O'Brien, M. Taylor, J. 
Costa, D. Harkins O'Neill Taylor, R. 
Costa, P. Harper Pallone Thomas 
Cox Harris Parker True 
Creighton Hennessey Pashinski Turzai 
Cruz Hess Payne Vereb 
Curry Hickernell Payton Vitali 
Cutler Hornaman Peifer Vulakovich 
Daley Houghton Perzel Wagner 
Dally Johnson Petrarca Walko 
Day Josephs Petri Wansacz 
Deasy Keller, W. Pickett Waters 
Delozier Kessler Preston Watson 
Denlinger Killion Pyle Wheatley 
DePasquale Kirkland Quigley White 
Dermody Knowles Quinn Williams 
DeWeese Kortz Readshaw Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kotik Reed Yudichak 
Drucker Krieger Reese  
Eachus Kula Reichley McCall, 
Ellis Lentz Roebuck    Speaker 
Evans, D. Levdansky   
 
 NAYS–14 
 
Boback Godshall Marsico Rapp 
Brooks Hutchinson Metcalfe Roae 
Clymer Kauffman Oberlander Rock 
Gabig Keller, M.K.   
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–8 
 
DeLuca Helm O'Brien, D. Perry 
Donatucci Miccarelli Oliver Phillips 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR A 
 

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 35 

 Mr. W. KELLER called up HR 558, PN 2972, entitled: 
 

A Resolution recognizing the establishment of a sister port 
relationship between the Port of Philadelphia and Sydport, Sydney, 
Nova Scotia. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 (Members proceeded to vote.) 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE CANCELED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair notes the presence of the 
gentleman from Philadelphia County, Representative 
Donatucci, on the House floor. His name will be added to the 
master roll. 

CONSIDERATION OF HR 558 CONTINUED 

 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–195 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Lentz Reichley 
Baker Everett Levdansky Roae 
Barbin Fabrizio Longietti Rock 
Barrar Fairchild Maher Roebuck 
Bear Farry Mahoney Rohrer 
Belfanti Fleck Major Ross 
Benninghoff Frankel Manderino Sabatina 
Beyer Freeman Mann Sainato 
Bishop Gabig Markosek Samuelson 
Boback Gabler Marshall Santarsiero 
Boyd Galloway Marsico Santoni 
Boyle Geist Matzie Saylor 
Bradford George McGeehan Scavello 
Brennan Gerber McI. Smith Schroder 
Briggs Gergely Melio Seip 
Brooks Gibbons Metcalfe Shapiro 
Brown Gillespie Metzgar Siptroth 
Burns Gingrich Micozzie Smith, K. 
Buxton Godshall Millard Smith, M. 
Caltagirone Goodman Miller Smith, S. 
Carroll Grell Milne Solobay 
Casorio Grove Mirabito Sonney 
Causer Grucela Moul Staback 
Christiana Haluska Mundy Stern 
Civera Hanna Murphy Stevenson 
Clymer Harhai Murt Sturla 
Cohen Harhart Mustio Swanger 
Conklin Harkins Myers Tallman 
Costa, D. Harper O'Brien, M. Taylor, J. 
Costa, P. Harris O'Neill Taylor, R. 
Cox Hennessey Oberlander Thomas 
Creighton Hess Pallone True 
Cruz Hickernell Parker Turzai 
Curry Hornaman Pashinski Vereb 
Cutler Houghton Payne Vitali 
Daley Hutchinson Payton Vulakovich 
Dally Johnson Peifer Wagner 
Day Josephs Perzel Walko 
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Deasy Kauffman Petrarca Wansacz 
Delozier Keller, M.K. Petri Waters 
Denlinger Keller, W. Pickett Watson 
DePasquale Kessler Preston Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Pyle White 
DeWeese Kirkland Quigley Williams 
DiGirolamo Knowles Quinn Youngblood 
Donatucci Kortz Rapp Yudichak 
Drucker Kotik Readshaw  
Eachus Krieger Reed McCall, 
Ellis Kula Reese    Speaker 
Evans, D.    
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–7 
 
DeLuca Miccarelli Oliver Phillips 
Helm O'Brien, D. Perry  
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the resolution was 
adopted. 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

 The House proceeded to second consideration of HB 1281, 
PN 2182, entitled: 
 

An Act providing for notice and a public hearing relating to 
privately operated community corrections facilities. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration? 
 
 The SPEAKER. On that question, it is the Chair's 
understanding that the gentleman from Lancaster County, 
Representative Creighton, is withdrawing the amendments he 
has filed to this bill. Is that correct? Is the gentleman 
withdrawing the amendments? The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR B 
 

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

 The House proceeded to second consideration of HB 2047, 
PN 2815, entitled: 

 
An Act amending the act of May 25, 1945 (P.L.1050, No.394), 

known as the Local Tax Collection Law, further providing for 
compensation of treasurers in first class townships. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 

 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to second consideration of HB 1196, 
PN 1424, entitled: 

 
An Act amending the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), 

known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, further providing 
for definitions and for administration and enforcement; and providing 
for applicability. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration? 
 
 Ms. PICKETT offered the following amendment  
No. A04561: 
 

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 10 through 12, by striking out all of 
said lines and inserting 

Section 1.  The definitions of "agricultural building" and "board 
of appeals" in section 103 of the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, 
No.45), known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, amended 
November 29, 2006 (P.L.1440, No.157), are amended to read: 

Amend Bill, page 1, by inserting between lines 16 and 17 
* * * 
"Agricultural building."  A structure utilized to store farm 

implements, hay, feed, grain or other agricultural or horticultural 
products or to house poultry, livestock or other farm animals, a milk 
house and a structure used to grow mushrooms. The term includes a 
carriage house owned and used by members of a recognized religious 
sect for the purposes of housing horses and storing buggies. The term 
also includes a roadside stand which is open to the general public and 
used for the seasonal sales of a farm's products, provided the stand is 
on the farm's property and open on at least one side. The term shall not 
include habitable space or spaces in which agricultural products are 
processed, treated or packaged and shall not be construed to mean a 
place of occupancy by the general public. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 

 
AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

 
 The SPEAKER. It is the Chair's understanding that the 
gentlelady is withdrawing that amendment. 
 Ms. PICKETT. Yes, Mr. Speaker. I do have a sincere 
concern about some of the interpretations for farmer's vegetable 
stands that have occurred in my district, but in the essence of 
moving the bill today, I will withdraw that amendment.  
Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration? 
 
 Mr. McGEEHAN offered the following amendment  
No. A04797: 
 

Amend Bill, page 1, line 5, by inserting after "for" 
 legislative findings and purpose, for 

Amend Bill, page 1, line 6, by striking out "and" where it occurs 
the first time and inserting 

, for Uniform Construction Review and Advisory Council, 
for revised or successor codes,  

Amend Bill, page 1, line 6, by inserting after "enforcement" 
 and for changes in Uniform Construction Code 
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Amend Bill, page 1, lines 10 through 12, by striking out all of 
said lines and inserting 

Section 1.  Section 102(b) of the act of November 10, 1999 
(P.L.491, No.45), known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, is 
amended to read: 
Section 102.  Legislative findings and purpose. 

* * * 
(b)  Intent and purpose.–It is the intent of the General Assembly 

and the purpose of this act: 
(1)  To provide standards for the protection of life, health, 

property and environment and for the safety and welfare of the 
consumer, general public and the owners and occupants of 
buildings and structures. 

(2)  To encourage standardization and economy in 
construction by providing minimum requirements for 
construction and construction materials consistent with nationally 
recognized standards. 

(3)  To permit to the fullest extent feasible the use of 
state-of-the-art technical methods, devices and improvements 
consistent with reasonable requirements for the health, safety and 
welfare of occupants or users of buildings and structures. 

(4)  To eliminate existing codes to the extent that these 
codes are restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and contain duplicative 
construction regulations that tend to unnecessarily increase costs 
or retard the use of new materials, products or methods of 
construction or provide preferential treatment to certain types or 
classes of materials or methods of construction. 

(5)  To eliminate unnecessary duplication of effort and 
fees related to the review of construction plans and the inspection 
of construction projects. 

(6)  To assure that officials charged with the 
administration and enforcement of the technical provisions of 
this act are adequately trained and supervised. 

(7)  To insure that existing Commonwealth laws and 
regulations, including those which would be repealed or 
rescinded by this act, would be fully enforced during the 
transition to Statewide administration and enforcement of a 
Uniform Construction Code. Further, it is the intent of this act 
that the Uniform Construction Code requirements for making 
buildings accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities do 
not diminish from those requirements previously in effect under 
the former provisions of the act of September 1, 1965 (P.L.459, 
No.235), entitled, as amended, "An act requiring that certain 
buildings and facilities adhere to certain principles, standards and 
specifications to make the same accessible to and usable by 
persons with physical handicaps, and providing for 
enforcement." 

(8)  To start a process leading to the design, construction 
and alteration of buildings under a uniform standard. 
Section 2.  The definition of "board of appeals" in section 103 of 

the act is amended to read: 
Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting between lines 6 and 7 
Section 3.  Sections 107(b) and 304(a) and (d) of the act, 

amended or added October 9, 2008 (P.L.1386, No.106), are amended to 
read: 
Section 107.  Uniform Construction Code Review and Advisory 

Council. 
* * * 
(b)  Duties.–The council shall do the following: 

(1)  Gather information from municipal officers, building 
code officials, construction code officials, licensed design 
professionals, builders and property owners concerning issues 
with the Uniform Construction Code raised by council members 
or changes proposed by members of the General Assembly. 

(2)  Evaluate the information compiled under paragraph 
(1) and make recommendations to the following: 

(i)  The Governor. 
(ii)  The Secretary of Labor and Industry. 

(iii)  The members of any legislative committee 
considering amendments to this act. 

(iv)  The President pro tempore of the Senate. 
(v)  The Speaker of the House of 

Representatives. 
(vi)  The Code Development Councils of the 

International Code Council. 
(3)  With the exception of the provisions of Chapter 11 

and Appendix E of the International Building Code of 2006, or 
its successor codes, or any other accessibility requirements 
contained in or referenced by the Uniform Construction Code 
relating to persons with physical disabilities, review new and 
amended provisions contained in triennial revisions of the codes 
issued by the International Code Council to any of its codes. The 
council shall inform the department of any code provisions that 
should be [excluded from] added to the Uniform Construction 
Code by May 1 of the year of issuance of the latest triennial code 
issued by the International Code Council. 
* * * 

Section 304.  Revised or successor codes. 
(a)  Building code.– 

(1)  Subject to sections 105(c) and (d), 301(a)(3), (4), (5), 
(6) and (7), (c) and (d) and 302, by December 31 of the year of 
the issuance of a new triennial ICC International Building Code, 
or its successor building code, the department shall promulgate 
regulations adopting the new code as the Uniform Construction 
Code unless the council informs the department that it should 
[exclude] add any provisions of the triennial code [from] to the 
Uniform Construction Code. If the council provides this 
notification, the department [shall] may submit regulations 
adopting the triennial code with [provisions omitted] additions by 
the council under this section within 90 days following council 
notification. 

(2)  Subject to sections 105(c) and (d), 301(a)(3), (4), (5), 
(6) and (7), (c) and (d) and 302, by December 31 of the year of 
issuance of a new triennial ICC International Residential Code, 
or its successor building code, the department shall promulgate 
regulations providing that all detached one-family and two-
family dwellings and one-family townhouses that are not more 
than three stories in height and their accessory structures may be 
designed in accordance with that code or the Uniform 
Construction Code at the option of the building permit applicant. 
The department shall promulgate regulations adopting the new 
code as the Uniform Construction Code unless the council 
informs the department that it should [exclude] add any 
provisions of the triennial code [from] to the Uniform 
Construction Code. If the council provides this notification, the 
department [shall] may submit regulations adopting the triennial 
code with [provisions omitted] additions by the council under 
this section within 90 days following council notification. 
* * * 
(d)  Code revisions.– 

(1)  The council may determine that any new or amended 
provision contained in a triennial revision by the ICC to any of 
the codes which have been adopted by regulation of the 
department as part of the Uniform Construction Code is not, in 
the opinion of the council, consistent with or fulfills the intent 
and purpose of this act [or is otherwise inappropriate for 
inclusion in the Uniform Construction Code]. The council may 
recommend additional provisions to meet the intent of this act. In 
making a determination on the new or amended triennial 
revisions, the council may consider the provisions of section 102, 
as well as other relevant factors, including, but not limited to: 

(i)  The impact that the provisions may have 
upon the health, safety and welfare of the public. 

(ii)  The economic reasonableness and financial 
impact of the provisions. 

(iii)  The technical feasibility of the provisions. 
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(2)  When adopting the latest triennial versions of the 
ICC codes, the department [shall exclude a specific new or 
amended code provision rejected] may include additional code 
provisions as recommended by the council under paragraph (1) 
and shall provide that the relevant provisions of the prior 
versions of the code shall remain in effect. 
Amend Bill, page 2, line 7, by striking out "2.  Section" and 

inserting 
 4.  Sections 

Amend Bill, page 2, line 7, by inserting after "(2)" 
and 503(j)  

Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 17 and 18 
Section 503.  Changes in Uniform Construction Code. 

* * * 
(j)  Challenge of ordinance.– 

(1)  Aggrieved parties shall have 30 days from date of 
enactment of the ordinance to file a written challenge with the 
department and shall serve a copy of the challenge upon the 
municipality. The challenge shall state the reason or reasons for 
the challenge. A municipal ordinance may not take effect for a 
period of 35 days following its enactment. If a challenge is filed 
in writing with the department within 30 days, the department 
has five business days from the end of the 30-day filing period to 
notify a municipality of the challenge. There may be no 
enforcement of the ordinance until a ruling is issued by the 
secretary or 45 days after the filing date of the last challenge to 
the ordinance, whichever occurs first. 

(2)  The department shall review any ordinance which 
would equal or exceed the minimum requirements of the 
Uniform Construction Code based on the following standards: 

[(i)  that certain clear and convincing local 
climatic, geologic, topographic or public health and 
safety circumstances or conditions justify the exception;] 

(ii)  the exception shall be adequate for the 
purpose intended and shall meet a standard of 
performance equal to or greater than that prescribed by 
the Uniform Construction Code; 

(iii)  the exception would not diminish or 
threaten the health, safety and welfare of the public; and 

(iv)  the exception would not be inconsistent with 
the legislative findings and purpose described in section 
102. 

The department shall take into consideration, in rendering the 
determination, the provision, code development process history, 
purpose and intent of relevant provisions of the 1999 BOCA National 
Building Code, Fourteenth Edition, ICC International One and Two 
Family Dwelling Code, 1998 Edition, or their successor codes. 

* * * 
Amend Bill, page 3, line 18, by striking out "3" and inserting 

 5 
Amend Bill, page 3, line 21, by striking out "4" and inserting 

 6 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 

 
AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

 
 The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Philadelphia County, Representative 
McGeehan. 
 Mr. McGEEHAN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to withdraw that amendment in 
deference to the DiGirolamo amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 

 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration? 
 
 Mr. BOYD offered the following amendment No. A04690: 
 

Amend Bill, page 2, line 3, by inserting a bracket before "as" 
Amend Bill, page 2, line 5, by inserting a bracket after "Edition" 
Amend Bill, page 2, lines 27 and 28, by striking out ". Appeals 

of" in line 27 and "code administrators decisions must be" in line 28 
Amend Bill, page 2, lines 28 and 29, by striking out "a claim 

that" in line 28 and "the decision meets" in line 29 
Amend Bill, page 3, line 8, by striking out "public" 
Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 16 and 17 

(vii)  Compensatory features that will provide an 
equivalent degree of protection to the Uniform 
Construction Code. 

(viii)  The availability of professional or 
technical personnel needed to come into compliance. 

(ix)  The availability of materials and equipment 
needed to come into compliance. 

(x)  The efforts being made to come into 
compliance as quickly as possible. 

 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Lancaster County, Representative Boyd, for a 
brief description of the amendment. 
 Mr. BOYD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Actually, Mr. Speaker, this amendment is some language 
that the department asked to have in the bill that would make 
the statutory language consistent with the regulatory language 
that is already implemented in law, and it is an amendment that 
we have put in in deference to the Department of Labor. Thank 
you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. Will the 
House agree to the amendment? On the question, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Washington County, 
Representative Solobay. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to question the maker of the amendment, 
please? 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Lancaster County, 
Representative Boyd, indicates he will stand for interrogation. 
The gentleman from Washington, Representative Solobay, is in 
order and may proceed. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the provisions in the amendment, the opt-out 
for municipalities, will this allow them to opt out that will end 
up weakening the existing code as it is written presently? 
 Mr. BOYD. It is my understanding, Mr. Speaker, that 
municipalities that have opted out, this will not have any effect 
on them. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. I am sorry; I did not hear that. 
 Mr. BOYD. Any municipality that has opted out, that has not 
opted in to the UCC (Uniform Construction Code), this will not 
have any effect on them. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Okay. But if, Mr. Speaker, you are an 
opted-in municipality and you go to change anything within the 
code, that still would then allow them to weaken the existing 
code. They would be able to go backwards? For example, if 
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wiring mechanisms had to be set up a certain way or a plumbing 
aspect had to be set up a certain way and they are opting out of 
that to a lesser degree, is that what the opt-out provision means 
in this amendment? 
 Mr. BOYD. If I understand the question correctly, 
Mr. Speaker, the intent of the bill and the amendment is it 
would provide the board of appeals to grant waivers to sections 
of the code in the event that there are equal construction 
methods available and does not affect any safety or public 
safety issues, and there are some mitigating circumstances that 
would necessitate that. So your characterization of weakening 
the code, I would say, it has to be equal to but different. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Mr. Speaker, one of the, I guess, more 
controversial or brought up within a lot of conversations within 
the building code has been the issue now with the most recent 
additions of things from the ICC (International Code Council) 
board that the UCC Advisory Council has opted and voted on. 
One, in particular, is a sprinkler provision on new builds and 
any construction on new existing properties. 
 In this amendment, will that then allow taking away the 
uniformity clause, which basically was asked for when the 
Uniform Construction Code was put together? Would this allow 
a municipality to then opt out of the requirement of the sprinkler 
code? 
 Mr. BOYD. Thank you for the question, Mr. Speaker. It was 
my opinion that the sprinkler issue has to do with safety and 
public safety, and because there is a very specific line in my 
language that says that the appeals board could only issue a 
waiver when it did not affect safety, I did not think that that was 
an issue. However, in lieu of some of the concerns, 
Representative DiGirolamo will be offering a subsequent 
amendment that clearly articulates that in no way can an appeals 
board allow any type of a variance or waiver affecting the 
sprinkler, the ICC sprinkler code. 
 So we are going to have, in my estimation, a belt and 
suspenders. We have the public safety and safety language, but 
we also have the subsequent DiGirolamo amendment that I have 
agreed to and I believe will pass affirmatively in a few minutes. 
 Mr. SOLOBAY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–191 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Lentz Reese 
Baker Everett Levdansky Reichley 
Barbin Fabrizio Longietti Roae 
Barrar Fairchild Maher Rock 
Bear Farry Mahoney Roebuck 
Belfanti Fleck Major Rohrer 
Benninghoff Frankel Manderino Ross 
Beyer Gabig Mann Sabatina 
Bishop Gabler Markosek Sainato 
Boback Galloway Marshall Santoni 
Boyd Geist Marsico Saylor 
Boyle George Matzie Scavello 
Brennan Gerber McGeehan Schroder 
Briggs Gergely McI. Smith Seip 
Brooks Gibbons Melio Shapiro 
 
 
 

Brown Gillespie Metcalfe Siptroth 
Burns Gingrich Metzgar Smith, K. 
Buxton Godshall Micozzie Smith, M. 
Caltagirone Goodman Millard Smith, S. 
Carroll Grell Miller Solobay 
Casorio Grove Milne Sonney 
Causer Grucela Mirabito Staback 
Christiana Haluska Moul Stern 
Civera Hanna Mundy Stevenson 
Clymer Harhai Murphy Sturla 
Cohen Harhart Murt Swanger 
Conklin Harkins Mustio Tallman 
Costa, D. Harper Myers Taylor, J. 
Costa, P. Harris O'Brien, M. Taylor, R. 
Cox Hennessey O'Neill Thomas 
Creighton Hess Oberlander True 
Cruz Hickernell Pallone Turzai 
Curry Hornaman Parker Vereb 
Cutler Houghton Pashinski Vitali 
Daley Hutchinson Payne Vulakovich 
Dally Johnson Payton Wagner 
Day Josephs Peifer Walko 
Deasy Kauffman Perzel Wansacz 
Delozier Keller, M.K. Petrarca Waters 
Denlinger Keller, W. Petri Watson 
DePasquale Kessler Pickett Wheatley 
Dermody Killion Preston White 
DeWeese Kirkland Pyle Williams 
DiGirolamo Knowles Quigley Youngblood 
Donatucci Kortz Quinn Yudichak 
Drucker Kotik Rapp  
Eachus Krieger Readshaw McCall, 
Ellis Kula Reed    Speaker 
Evans, D.    
 
 NAYS–4 
 
Bradford Freeman Samuelson Santarsiero 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–7 
 
DeLuca Miccarelli Oliver Phillips 
Helm O'Brien, D. Perry  
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration as 
amended? 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker? 
 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman, 
Representative DeWeese, rise? 
 Mr. DeWEESE. For the gentleman, Mr. PASHINSKI, to be 
put on leave. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 Without objection, the leave will be granted. 
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CONSIDERATION OF HB 1196 CONTINUED 

 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration as 
amended? 
 
 Mr. DiGIROLAMO offered the following amendment  
No. A04820: 
 

Amend Bill, page 3, line 9, by inserting after "Code." 
This subparagraph does not authorize the board of appeals to grant an 
exemption from automatic fire sprinkler system requirements of the 
Uniform Construction Code. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Bucks County, Representative DiGirolamo. 
 Mr. DiGIROLAMO. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The amendment adds language into the bill that states that 
the local boards of appeal cannot waive automatic sprinkler 
requirements of the UCC. I am offering the amendment, 
Mr. Speaker, because it is important to all the fire service 
organizations, and I would ask for an affirmative vote.  
Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 On the question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lancaster County, Representative Boyd. 
 Mr. BOYD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As alluded to earlier, this is an agreed-to amendment, and  
I appreciate the chairman of the Labor Committee offering it. 
Thank you. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–138 
 
Adolph Evans, D. Kortz Roebuck 
Baker Evans, J. Kotik Ross 
Barbin Everett Kula Sabatina 
Belfanti Fabrizio Lentz Samuelson 
Beyer Fairchild Levdansky Santarsiero 
Bishop Farry Mahoney Santoni 
Boyd Fleck Major Saylor 
Boyle Frankel Mann Schroder 
Bradford Galloway Markosek Shapiro 
Brennan Geist Marshall Smith, K. 
Brown George Marsico Smith, M. 
Burns Gerber Matzie Smith, S. 
Buxton Gergely McGeehan Solobay 
Caltagirone Gillespie McI. Smith Stern 
Casorio Gingrich Melio Sturla 
Christiana Godshall Micozzie Swanger 
Civera Goodman Miller Taylor, J. 
Clymer Grell Milne Taylor, R. 
Cohen Grove Moul Thomas 
Conklin Hanna Murphy Turzai 
Costa, D. Harhai Murt Vereb 
Costa, P. Harkins Mustio Vitali 
Cruz Harper Myers Wagner 
Curry Harris O'Brien, M. Walko 
Daley Hennessey O'Neill Wansacz 
Deasy Hess Parker Waters 

Delozier Hickernell Payne Watson 
DePasquale Houghton Payton Wheatley 
Dermody Johnson Perzel White 
DeWeese Josephs Petri Williams 
DiGirolamo Kauffman Pickett Youngblood 
Donatucci Keller, M.K. Preston Yudichak 
Drucker Keller, W. Quigley  
Eachus Killion Quinn McCall, 
Ellis Kirkland Readshaw    Speaker 
 
 NAYS–56 
 
Barrar Freeman Manderino Reichley 
Bear Gabig Metcalfe Roae 
Benninghoff Gabler Metzgar Rock 
Boback Gibbons Millard Rohrer 
Briggs Grucela Mirabito Sainato 
Brooks Haluska Mundy Scavello 
Carroll Harhart Oberlander Seip 
Causer Hornaman Pallone Siptroth 
Cox Hutchinson Peifer Sonney 
Creighton Kessler Petrarca Staback 
Cutler Knowles Pyle Stevenson 
Dally Krieger Rapp Tallman 
Day Longietti Reed True 
Denlinger Maher Reese Vulakovich 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–8 
 
DeLuca Miccarelli Oliver Perry 
Helm O'Brien, D. Pashinski Phillips 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration as 
amended? 
 
 Mr. BAKER offered the following amendment No. A04496: 
 

Amend Bill, page 2, line 8, by inserting after "amended" 
and the subsection is amended by adding a paragraph 

Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 17 and 18 
(6)  A decision of a code administrator must contain 

written notification that the decision can be appealed to the 
municipality's board of appeals. The written notification must 
state the basis for an appeal under paragraph (2) and the time 
frames under paragraph (5), and must provide specific 
information on where and how to file the appeal in that 
municipality. 
* * * 

 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Tioga County, Representative Baker. 
 Mr. BAKER. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this amendment actually was brought to my 
attention by constituents, and I believe it is an agreed-to 
amendment. It simply adds language to the bill requiring that 
citizens be notified of their right to an appeal of a code 
administrator's decision. 
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 Again, I want to thank all parties on both sides of the aisle. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lancaster County, 
Representative Boyd, on the amendment. 
 Mr. BOYD. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 This is an agreed-to amendment, improvement on the bill. 
Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–194 
 
Adolph Evans, D. Kula Reichley 
Baker Evans, J. Lentz Roae 
Barbin Everett Levdansky Rock 
Barrar Fabrizio Longietti Roebuck 
Bear Fairchild Maher Rohrer 
Belfanti Farry Mahoney Ross 
Benninghoff Fleck Major Sabatina 
Beyer Frankel Manderino Sainato 
Bishop Freeman Mann Samuelson 
Boback Gabig Markosek Santarsiero 
Boyd Gabler Marshall Santoni 
Boyle Galloway Marsico Saylor 
Bradford Geist Matzie Scavello 
Brennan George McGeehan Schroder 
Briggs Gerber McI. Smith Seip 
Brooks Gergely Melio Shapiro 
Brown Gibbons Metcalfe Siptroth 
Burns Gillespie Metzgar Smith, K. 
Buxton Gingrich Micozzie Smith, M. 
Caltagirone Godshall Millard Smith, S. 
Carroll Goodman Miller Solobay 
Casorio Grell Milne Sonney 
Causer Grove Mirabito Staback 
Christiana Grucela Moul Stern 
Civera Haluska Mundy Stevenson 
Clymer Hanna Murphy Sturla 
Cohen Harhai Murt Swanger 
Conklin Harhart Mustio Tallman 
Costa, D. Harkins Myers Taylor, J. 
Costa, P. Harper O'Brien, M. Taylor, R. 
Cox Harris O'Neill Thomas 
Creighton Hennessey Oberlander True 
Cruz Hess Pallone Turzai 
Curry Hickernell Parker Vereb 
Cutler Hornaman Payne Vitali 
Daley Houghton Payton Vulakovich 
Dally Hutchinson Peifer Wagner 
Day Johnson Perzel Walko 
Deasy Josephs Petrarca Wansacz 
Delozier Kauffman Petri Waters 
Denlinger Keller, M.K. Pickett Watson 
DePasquale Keller, W. Preston Wheatley 
Dermody Kessler Pyle White 
DeWeese Killion Quigley Williams 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Quinn Youngblood 
Donatucci Knowles Rapp Yudichak 
Drucker Kortz Readshaw  
Eachus Kotik Reed McCall, 
Ellis Krieger Reese    Speaker 
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 

 EXCUSED–8 
 
DeLuca Miccarelli Oliver Perry 
Helm O'Brien, D. Pashinski Phillips 
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on second consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 
 (Bill as amended will be reprinted.) 

CALENDAR CONTINUED 
 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

 The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1880,  
PN 2929, entitled: 
 

An Act establishing the Pennsylvania Government Accountability 
Portal; providing for portal requirements and for data requirements; 
conferring powers and conveying duties on the Treasury Department 
and other State agencies; and providing for exception to publication. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

RULES SUSPENDED 

 The SPEAKER. There is a substantive amendment filed to 
this bill on third consideration that would require a suspension 
of the rules. Is the gentleman from Lycoming County, 
Representative Mirabito, making that request? 
 The gentleman from Lycoming County, Representative 
Mirabito, asks for a suspension of the rules for the immediate 
consideration of amendment A04730. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Beaver County, Representative Christiana. The 
gentleman will yield. The motion is debatable by the leaders 
and the maker of the motion.  
 The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Allegheny County, 
Representative Turzai, on the question. 
 Mr. TURZAI. Mr. Speaker, my understanding is that this has 
been negotiated with our House leader and Representative 
Christiana spoke on this part. May I defer at all to a colleague as 
leader on this, under the rules, you know, as one of the leaders? 
My understanding is it has been agreed to to correct the 
previous amendment. Representative Christiana and others 
would like members to vote for the suspension. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 On the question, the Chair recognizes the majority leader, the 
gentleman from Luzerne County, Representative Eachus. 
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 Mr. EACHUS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just wanted to make sure that I heard the gentleman 
correctly. The gentleman is agreeing to suspend the rules. Is that 
true? 
 The SPEAKER. That is correct. 
 Mr. EACHUS. Thank you. This is an agreed-to suspension. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 (Members proceeded to vote.) 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 The SPEAKER. Turning to leaves of absence, the Chair 
recognizes the majority whip, Representative DeWeese, who 
requests a leave for the gentleman from Beaver County, 
Representative MATZIE, for the day. Without objection, the 
leave will be granted. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 1880 CONTINUED 

 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–184 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Longietti Rock 
Baker Everett Maher Roebuck 
Barbin Fabrizio Mahoney Rohrer 
Barrar Fairchild Major Ross 
Bear Farry Manderino Sabatina 
Belfanti Fleck Mann Sainato 
Benninghoff Frankel Markosek Santarsiero 
Beyer Freeman Marshall Santoni 
Bishop Gabig Marsico Saylor 
Boback Gabler McGeehan Scavello 
Boyd Galloway McI. Smith Schroder 
Boyle Geist Melio Seip 
Bradford George Metcalfe Shapiro 
Brennan Gerber Metzgar Siptroth 
Briggs Gergely Micozzie Smith, K. 
Brooks Gibbons Millard Smith, M. 
Brown Gingrich Miller Smith, S. 
Burns Godshall Milne Solobay 
Buxton Goodman Mirabito Sonney 
Caltagirone Grove Moul Staback 
Carroll Grucela Mundy Stern 
Casorio Haluska Murphy Stevenson 
Causer Hanna Murt Sturla 
Christiana Harhai Mustio Swanger 
Civera Harhart Myers Tallman 
Clymer Harkins O'Brien, M. Taylor, J. 
Cohen Harper O'Neill Taylor, R. 
Conklin Harris Oberlander Thomas 
Costa, D. Hennessey Pallone True 
Costa, P. Hess Parker Turzai 
Cox Hickernell Payne Vereb 
Cruz Hornaman Payton Vitali 
Curry Houghton Peifer Vulakovich 
Daley Hutchinson Perzel Wagner 
Dally Johnson Petrarca Walko 
Day Josephs Petri Wansacz 
Deasy Keller, W. Pickett Waters 
Denlinger Kessler Preston Watson 
DePasquale Killion Pyle Wheatley 
Dermody Kirkland Quigley White 

DeWeese Knowles Quinn Williams 
DiGirolamo Kortz Rapp Youngblood 
Donatucci Kotik Readshaw Yudichak 
Drucker Krieger Reed  
Eachus Kula Reese McCall, 
Ellis Lentz Reichley    Speaker 
Evans, D. Levdansky   
 
 NAYS–9 
 
Creighton Gillespie Kauffman Roae 
Cutler Grell Keller, M.K. Samuelson 
Delozier    
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–9 
 
DeLuca Miccarelli Oliver Perry 
Helm O'Brien, D. Pashinski Phillips 
Matzie    
 
 
 A majority of the members required by the rules having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the motion was agreed to. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 
 Mr. MIRABITO offered the following amendment  
No. A04730: 
 

Amend Bill, page 2, lines 11 and 12, by striking out "in an 
amount in excess of" in line 11 and "$1,000" in line 12 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The SPEAKER. On that question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Lycoming County, Representative Mirabito. 
 Mr. MIRABITO. Mr. Speaker, this amendment removes the 
exclusion in the definition of "expenditure" for amounts equal to 
or below $1,000. And actually, it will save the Commonwealth 
money because it is less expensive for us to write software that 
has no exclusions than to try to exclude expenditures. 
 I urge the support of this amendment. 
 The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Beaver County, Representative Christiana. 
 Mr. CHRISTIANA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is an 
agreed-to amendment. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the amendment? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–193 
 
Adolph Evans, D. Kula Roae 
Baker Evans, J. Lentz Rock 
Barbin Everett Levdansky Roebuck 
Barrar Fabrizio Longietti Rohrer 
Bear Fairchild Maher Ross 
Belfanti Farry Mahoney Sabatina 
Benninghoff Fleck Major Sainato 
Beyer Frankel Manderino Samuelson 
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Bishop Freeman Mann Santarsiero 
Boback Gabig Markosek Santoni 
Boyd Gabler Marshall Saylor 
Boyle Galloway Marsico Scavello 
Bradford Geist McGeehan Schroder 
Brennan George McI. Smith Seip 
Briggs Gerber Melio Shapiro 
Brooks Gergely Metcalfe Siptroth 
Brown Gibbons Metzgar Smith, K. 
Burns Gillespie Micozzie Smith, M. 
Buxton Gingrich Millard Smith, S. 
Caltagirone Godshall Miller Solobay 
Carroll Goodman Milne Sonney 
Casorio Grell Mirabito Staback 
Causer Grove Moul Stern 
Christiana Grucela Mundy Stevenson 
Civera Haluska Murphy Sturla 
Clymer Hanna Murt Swanger 
Cohen Harhai Mustio Tallman 
Conklin Harhart Myers Taylor, J. 
Costa, D. Harkins O'Brien, M. Taylor, R. 
Costa, P. Harper O'Neill Thomas 
Cox Harris Oberlander True 
Creighton Hennessey Pallone Turzai 
Cruz Hess Parker Vereb 
Curry Hickernell Payne Vitali 
Cutler Hornaman Payton Vulakovich 
Daley Houghton Peifer Wagner 
Dally Hutchinson Perzel Walko 
Day Johnson Petrarca Wansacz 
Deasy Josephs Petri Waters 
Delozier Kauffman Pickett Watson 
Denlinger Keller, M.K. Preston Wheatley 
DePasquale Keller, W. Pyle White 
Dermody Kessler Quigley Williams 
DeWeese Killion Quinn Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Kirkland Rapp Yudichak 
Donatucci Knowles Readshaw  
Drucker Kortz Reed McCall, 
Eachus Kotik Reese    Speaker 
Ellis Krieger Reichley  
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–9 
 
DeLuca Miccarelli Oliver Perry 
Helm O'Brien, D. Pashinski Phillips 
Matzie    
 
 
 The majority having voted in the affirmative, the question 
was determined in the affirmative and the amendment was 
agreed to. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 
 The SPEAKER. Is the gentleman from Beaver County, 
Representative Christiana, withdrawing the amendment? The 
Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration as 
amended? 
 Bill as amended was agreed to. 
 
 

 The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
 
 (Bill analysis was read.) 
 
 The SPEAKER. The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 
 On that question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lycoming County, Representative Mirabito. 
 Mr. MIRABITO. Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 I would like to take the members back to 1802, if you could 
bear with me. I want to read a quote for you. "We might hope to 
see the finances of the Union as clear and intelligible as a 
merchant's books, so that every member of Congress and every 
man of any mind in the Union should be able to comprehend 
them, to investigate abuses, and consequently to control them." 
That was said by Thomas Jefferson in 1802, and what is 
remarkable about that is it is as relevant today as it was then. In 
fact, it is probably more relevant today because our finances 
have become more complex and the amount of money that we 
are spending as a State government has become larger. And it is 
for this reason that I ask you today to support HB 1880. 
 HB 1880 is a bill that you can go back and tell your 
constituents is your effort to try to bring transparency and 
accountability to State government. It does so by creating a 
searchable Web site that gives the public access to 
Commonwealth expenses, including those of the State 
legislature. And this bill should save us money. It will save us 
money because when we have the eyes of 12 million 
Pennsylvanians watching how we spend money, we are bound 
to get some positive input on ways to save money. 
 Under the bill, the State Treasurer would be required to 
develop, maintain, and make available a single, fully searchable 
Web site that would be known as the Pennsylvania Government 
Accountability Portal, or PennGAP. The difference between 
PennGAP and what we do now is that PennGAP would be 
available 24 hours a day to the public, free of charge, and able 
to be accessed without any bureaucratic requests for letters and 
so forth. Quite frankly, it would allow the public to become an 
equal player in accounting for State expenditures. The database 
would include, for example, all current State contracts, sorted 
separately by contractor's name and the officer or agency 
awarding them. The Web site would include budget line items 
and expenditure information, financial data associated with the 
purchase of goods and services, all investments of public funds, 
completed audit reports, and monthly credit card statements for 
each State agency, including statements for officers and 
employees. In fact, what it would do is it would bring 
transparency and accountability to all of our State government 
spending. It would not include information that is exempt from 
publication under the Right-to-Know Law, and it would not 
require disclosure of data deemed confidential. 
 I would like to thank my colleague across the aisle, 
Representative Christiana, for his hard work on this legislation, 
and I urge you to support 1880. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery County, Representative Vereb. 
 Mr. VEREB. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 If I may interrogate the maker of the amendment, please? 
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 The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Lycoming County 
indicates he will stand for interrogation. The gentleman is in 
order and may proceed. 
 Mr. VEREB. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, you call this legislation PennGAP? 
 Mr. MIRABITO. That is correct. 
 Mr. VEREB. Okay. I worked with the gentleman from 
Greene County – not worked, attended a press event earlier this 
year with the gentleman from Beaver County. I know you threw 
him accolades for working on it. What is the difference 
between—  I think it is kind of the same principle. What is the 
difference between PennGAP and I think what his was called 
was PennWATCH? 
 Mr. MIRABITO. The legislation, PennGAP, is the 
legislation that we are voting on today which would basically be 
an opportunity to allow the public to have online access to all 
the spending. 
 Mr. VEREB. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 What are the mechanical differences or other differences, 
perhaps additional things that your bill may have done versus 
the PennWATCH legislation? 

POINT OF ORDER 

 Mr. EACHUS. Mr. Speaker? Point of order. 
 Mr. MIRABITO. I have not examined his bill in detail, but  
I can tell you initially I think his bill—   
 Mr. EACHUS. Mr. Speaker? Point of order. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will yield. The gentleman, 
Mr. Eachus, will state his point of order. 
 Mr. EACHUS. I know that the Speaker is busy at the 
rostrum, but the gentleman from Montgomery is asking 
questions about a previous amendment that is not under 
consideration today and asking the maker to compare. We are 
on HB 1880, final passage, third consideration. 
 The SPEAKER. We are on final passage, but the amendment 
was inserted into the bill on final passage so it is appropriate for 
debate on final passage. 
 Mr. MIRABITO. As I said, I do not know the intricacies of 
his bill. I know that initially he had a $5,000 threshold. He and  
I discussed it. I had a $1,000 threshold. We both determined that 
it was better to have no threshold because it is actually less 
expensive for the Commonwealth to write software that does 
not exclude items. 
 Mr. VEREB. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I appreciate the applause. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am very supportive of your efforts. And to the majority 
leader, I am going to ask specific questions, because I am 
hoping that in the two of you working together that we are 
accomplishing some of the causes that I stood for with the 
gentleman. I am not trying to belabor the moment nor will I. 
 Turnpike Commission, Gaming Board, Liquor Control Board 
– are these agencies covered and do they have to report their 
expenses on this? Because when I stood over at the Open 
Records Office with the gentleman from Beaver and other 
colleagues of ours, I believe that it was covered. You can 
correct me if I am wrong, and if it is not, is it covered on this 
bill? We have fought in a bipartisan way and I commend you 
for your efforts, but the reality of this is—  I am just asking for 
 
 

the difference, meaning does it cover these entities and are we 
doing more than what the gentleman from Beaver County had 
initially proposed in his bill? 
 Mr. MIRABITO. Is your question, what is the difference 
between this and the Right-to-Know Law? Is that your 
question? I will answer that for you. 
 Mr. VEREB. Mr. Speaker, that is not my question. I will try 
to expedite this. I had asked the difference between your bill 
and the PennWATCH bill, but I am specifically asking, are the 
differences better in your mind on your bill than the gentleman 
from Beaver County, in that, does it cover all of the independent 
agencies? Does it cover the Gaming Control Board? I mean, 
that is where a lot of this stemmed, at least in my own mind. 
Does it cover those entities, Mr. Speaker? 
 Mr. MIRABITO. With all due respect, I am not debating  
his bill or what his bill was, but I will tell you that this  
includes all State spending. And one of the questions that has 
come up is the difference between this and the Right-to-Know 
Law. A lot of it has to do with accessibility of process. Under 
the Right-to-Know, they have to make a formal request. They 
have to pay for copies. This allows people, in their homes, to 
have access to State spending in a way that we think will 
actually save money for the Commonwealth. 
 Mr. VEREB. Mr. Speaker, I commend you. I think you are 
misunderstanding my question. I will try to restate it; I do not 
want to belabor this point. Does your bill cover – you are saying 
all State spending, but as you know, some agencies have 
declared their independence from the Commonwealth. That 
would be the Gaming Control Board, that would be the Liquor 
Control Board, that would be the Turnpike Commission, just as 
three examples. If you could get with someone there that could 
answer that question or help you, please. Do these agencies 
have to adhere to this legislation that you very eloquently 
worked on and that I will obviously support? It is for my own 
reasons; these different boards and independent agencies, are 
they covered or not? 
 Mr. MIRABITO. If you look at line 22, page 2, of the bill, 
State agency is defined, and it is the intent as it is defined in the 
bill: "Any Commonwealth agency, independent agency, 
legislative agency, judicial agency, State-affiliated entity or 
State-related institution as those terms are defined under the act 
of February 14, 2008…." So the intent is to pick up all State 
spending. 
 Mr. VEREB. Okay. We agree it is the intent of both of you; 
you worked on this together. I commend you. I just want to tell 
you, I want to thank the gentleman from Greene County for his 
initial stand-up in support over the Open Records Office, where 
this legislation was announced, and I thank both of you for 
working together. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. MIRABITO. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Beaver County, Representative Christiana. 
 Mr. CHRISTIANA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise this afternoon to urge my colleagues to cast an 
enthusiastic vote for HB 1880, a measure that will give 
taxpayers 24-hour online access to the State government's 
checkbook. It is the most radical government reform in a 
generation, made possible by technology and the good sense of 
the legislature. Now whether you got the cosponsorship memo 
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from my office on PennWATCH or one from my distinguished 
colleague on PennGAP, the good news is, it is the exact same 
thing – identical bills. It is the biggest transparency law ever 
considered by members of the General Assembly, and its 
passage is great news for the taxpayers. 
 Mr. Speaker, what this bill does, in plain, simple language, is 
pretty simple. Before this bill, my constituents in Beaver 
County would have to gas up their minivan, pay $30 in tolls for 
the turnpike. They would get here and they would have to write 
a check for paper and toner and use of the copier in the Chief 
Clerk's Office. Once you placed that request, you would wait by 
your mailbox for the big envelope from Harrisburg to arrive. 
Then and only then could you find out exactly how much 
money your lawmaker spent or just how a State agency is 
allocating money from their line item in the budget. There were 
not too many things slower than requesting records from  
State government. It was an embarrassing example of life  
before BlackBerrys and iPhones or even GPS (global 
positioning system) tracking. Before this legislation, 
Mr. Speaker, rank-and-file members would have to wait for 
their 10-pound, printed, glue-bound copy of the State budget to 
begin debate on the most significant piece of work that we all 
do in a year. Under this bill, it is line-by-line access for every 
member, whether you have risen to a leadership post or you are 
a new member like Representative Mirabito or me. That is a 
major change in the way business is done here. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the Mirabito-Christiana bill will give the 
citizens real satisfaction of knowing that they can look at their 
checkbook ledger any time they want – no questions asked, no 
request forms, no longer losing change at the government's copy 
machine.  
 Congratulations to Representative Mirabito, and let me thank 
my colleagues, Republicans and Democrats, for supporting 
clean, open, transparent, and accountable State government. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Centre County, Representative Benninghoff. 
 Mr. BENNINGHOFF. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I will be relatively brief, but I thought it was only appropriate 
to take a moment.  
 As minority chairman of the State Government Committee, 
we had these bills introduced both by Representative Mirabito 
and Representative Christiana. Both of these gentlemen, for 
those that do not know, are freshmen – very excited and 
energetic about what it is that they see Pennsylvania needs and 
what we should be doing for Pennsylvania. But I was most 
impressed that they could come together after working out a lot 
of details and be less worried about pride of authorship versus 
getting a proposal together that they felt was necessary and 
beneficial for the taxpayers of Pennsylvania. I believe in the 
spirit of cooperation that Representatives Christiana and 
Mirabito were able to work and present themselves in 
committee in a very bipartisan manner, and that is what the 
expectation of the public is of us as this General Assembly. 
 And with that, as minority chairman, I stand to support this 
initiative done by Representative Christiana and Representative 
Mirabito. Congratulations, gentlemen, and thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. On the question, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlelady from Philadelphia, Representative Josephs. 
 
 

 Ms. JOSEPHS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I want to join this lovefest. I commend all the members of 
my committee – I am, as you know, the chair of the State 
Government Committee – and the two members, freshman 
members, who crafted this bill. I want to thank my minority 
chair, who has just spoken, the gentleman, and congratulate 
both Representatives on the passage of this bill and say to the 
Senate: We need it moved quickly to the Governor's desk. 
Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentlelady. 
  On the question, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Greene County, Representative DeWeese. 
 Mr. DeWEESE. Mr. Speaker, I am going to submit some 
remarks for the record, but in 60 seconds I want to declare that 
this chamber, this hill, has seen challenges and travails in recent 
years of unsurpassed magnitude. If this legislation would have 
been enacted 5 or 10 years ago, our circumstances would be 
profoundly different. I think, as the gentlemen have both 
declared, that this is a fundamental moment in our efforts to 
reform, and I laud the cooperation and the bipartisanship that 
has been engendered here. I take my hat off to the two 
individuals who put partisanship aside and marched together. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

REMARKS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

Mr. DeWEESE submitted the following remarks for the 
Legislative Journal: 
 
 Pennsylvania's taxpayers should see what they are getting for their 
money. 
 The PennGAP database proposed by the gentleman from Lycoming 
County can realize savings to the Commonwealth instead of creating 
another expense. 
 This spending database is a logical extension to last session's 
creation of the State Office of Open Records and I am proud to 
cosponsor both proposals. A public State spending database would 
decrease the cost of running the Office of Open Records because the 
public would have access to spending information on its own. 
 In 2006 then-Senator Barack Obama cosponsored Federal 
legislation to create USAspending.gov with Republican Senator Tom 
Coburn. 
 Texas, Georgia, Illinois, Louisiana, Maryland, Missouri, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, and West Virginia all created 
similar online databases to what we are proposing today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I urge an affirmative vote on the PennGAP proposal, 
HB 1880. 
 
 On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 The SPEAKER. Agreeable to the provisions of the 
Constitution, the yeas and nays will now be taken. 
 
 (Members proceeded to vote.) 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 The SPEAKER. Turning to leaves of absence, the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Greene County, Representative 
DeWeese, who requests a leave for the gentleman from Bucks 
County, Representative GALLOWAY, for the day. Without 
objection, the leave will be granted. 
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CONSIDERATION OF HB 1880 CONTINUED 

 On the question recurring, 
 Shall the bill pass finally? 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–192 
 
Adolph Evans, D. Lentz Roae 
Baker Evans, J. Levdansky Rock 
Barbin Everett Longietti Roebuck 
Barrar Fabrizio Maher Rohrer 
Bear Fairchild Mahoney Ross 
Belfanti Farry Major Sabatina 
Benninghoff Fleck Manderino Sainato 
Beyer Frankel Mann Samuelson 
Bishop Freeman Markosek Santarsiero 
Boback Gabig Marshall Santoni 
Boyd Gabler Marsico Saylor 
Boyle Geist McGeehan Scavello 
Bradford George McI. Smith Schroder 
Brennan Gerber Melio Seip 
Briggs Gergely Metcalfe Shapiro 
Brooks Gibbons Metzgar Siptroth 
Brown Gillespie Micozzie Smith, K. 
Burns Gingrich Millard Smith, M. 
Buxton Godshall Miller Smith, S. 
Caltagirone Goodman Milne Solobay 
Carroll Grell Mirabito Sonney 
Casorio Grove Moul Staback 
Causer Grucela Mundy Stern 
Christiana Haluska Murphy Stevenson 
Civera Hanna Murt Sturla 
Clymer Harhai Mustio Swanger 
Cohen Harhart Myers Tallman 
Conklin Harkins O'Brien, M. Taylor, J. 
Costa, D. Harper O'Neill Taylor, R. 
Costa, P. Harris Oberlander Thomas 
Cox Hennessey Pallone True 
Creighton Hess Parker Turzai 
Cruz Hickernell Payne Vereb 
Curry Hornaman Payton Vitali 
Cutler Houghton Peifer Vulakovich 
Daley Hutchinson Perzel Wagner 
Dally Johnson Petrarca Walko 
Day Josephs Petri Wansacz 
Deasy Kauffman Pickett Waters 
Delozier Keller, M.K. Preston Watson 
Denlinger Keller, W. Pyle Wheatley 
DePasquale Kessler Quigley White 
Dermody Killion Quinn Williams 
DeWeese Kirkland Rapp Youngblood 
DiGirolamo Knowles Readshaw Yudichak 
Donatucci Kortz Reed  
Drucker Kotik Reese McCall, 
Eachus Krieger Reichley    Speaker 
Ellis Kula   
 
 NAYS–0 
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–10 
 
DeLuca Matzie Oliver Perry 
Galloway Miccarelli Pashinski Phillips 
Helm O'Brien, D.   
 
 
 
 

 The majority required by the Constitution having voted in 
the affirmative, the question was determined in 
the affirmative and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1684,  
PN 2773, entitled: 
 

An Act making appropriations to the Carnegie Museums of 
Pittsburgh for operations and maintenance expenses and the purchase 
of apparatus, supplies and equipment. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 
 
 The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
  
 (Bill analysis was read.) 
 
 The SPEAKER. The question is, shall the bill pass finally?  
 Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 
nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–147 
 
Adolph Evans, J. Maher Roebuck 
Baker Fabrizio Mahoney Ross 
Barrar Fairchild Manderino Sabatina 
Belfanti Farry Mann Sainato 
Bishop Frankel Markosek Santarsiero 
Boback Freeman Marshall Santoni 
Boyle Geist Marsico Scavello 
Bradford George McGeehan Shapiro 
Brennan Gerber McI. Smith Siptroth 
Briggs Gergely Melio Smith, K. 
Brooks Gibbons Micozzie Smith, M. 
Brown Godshall Millard Smith, S. 
Buxton Goodman Milne Sonney 
Caltagirone Grell Mirabito Staback 
Carroll Grucela Moul Stern 
Casorio Hanna Mundy Stevenson 
Christiana Harhai Murphy Sturla 
Civera Harhart Murt Taylor, J. 
Cohen Harkins Mustio Taylor, R. 
Conklin Harper Myers Thomas 
Costa, D. Harris O'Brien, M. Turzai 
Costa, P. Hennessey O'Neill Vereb 
Cruz Hess Pallone Vitali 
Curry Houghton Parker Vulakovich 
Daley Johnson Payton Wagner 
Dally Josephs Peifer Walko 
Day Keller, W. Perzel Wansacz 
Deasy Kessler Petrarca Waters 
Delozier Killion Petri Watson 
DePasquale Kirkland Pickett Wheatley 
Dermody Knowles Preston White 
DeWeese Kortz Pyle Williams 
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DiGirolamo Kotik Quigley Youngblood 
Donatucci Kula Quinn Yudichak 
Drucker Lentz Readshaw  
Eachus Levdansky Reed McCall, 
Ellis Longietti Reichley    Speaker 
Evans, D.    
 
 NAYS–45 
 
Barbin Everett Kauffman Roae 
Bear Fleck Keller, M.K. Rock 
Benninghoff Gabig Krieger Rohrer 
Beyer Gabler Major Samuelson 
Boyd Gillespie Metcalfe Saylor 
Burns Gingrich Metzgar Schroder 
Causer Grove Miller Seip 
Clymer Haluska Oberlander Solobay 
Cox Hickernell Payne Swanger 
Creighton Hornaman Rapp Tallman 
Cutler Hutchinson Reese True 
Denlinger    
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–10 
 
DeLuca Matzie Oliver Perry 
Galloway Miccarelli Pashinski Phillips 
Helm O'Brien, D.   
 
 
 The two-thirds majority required by the Constitution having 
voted in the affirmative, the question was determined in the 
affirmative and the bill passed finally. 
 Ordered, That the clerk present the same to the Senate for 
concurrence. 
 

* * * 
 
 The House proceeded to third consideration of HB 1685,  
PN 2774, entitled: 
 

An Act making an appropriation to the Everhart Museum in 
Scranton for operating expenses. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 
 Bill was agreed to. 
 
 The SPEAKER. This bill has been considered on three 
different days and agreed to and is now on final passage. 
  
 (Bill analysis was read.) 
 
 The SPEAKER. The question is, shall the bill pass finally? 
 Agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, the yeas and 
nays will now be taken. 
 
 The following roll call was recorded: 
 
 YEAS–123 
 
Adolph Fabrizio Mahoney Roebuck 
Belfanti Farry Major Ross 
Bishop Frankel Manderino Sabatina 
Boback Freeman Mann Sainato 
Boyle George Markosek Santarsiero 
Bradford Gerber Marshall Santoni 

Brennan Gergely McGeehan Shapiro 
Briggs Gibbons McI. Smith Smith, K. 
Brown Godshall Melio Smith, M. 
Buxton Goodman Micozzie Smith, S. 
Caltagirone Grucela Millard Staback 
Carroll Hanna Milne Sturla 
Casorio Harhai Mirabito Taylor, J. 
Civera Harkins Mundy Taylor, R. 
Cohen Harper Murphy Thomas 
Conklin Harris Murt Vereb 
Costa, D. Hennessey Mustio Vitali 
Costa, P. Houghton Myers Vulakovich 
Cruz Johnson O'Brien, M. Wagner 
Curry Josephs O'Neill Walko 
Daley Keller, W. Pallone Wansacz 
Dally Kessler Parker Waters 
Deasy Killion Payton Watson 
DePasquale Kirkland Peifer Wheatley 
Dermody Kortz Perzel White 
DeWeese Kotik Petrarca Williams 
DiGirolamo Kula Petri Youngblood 
Donatucci Lentz Preston Yudichak 
Drucker Levdansky Quigley  
Eachus Longietti Quinn McCall, 
Evans, D. Maher Readshaw    Speaker 
Evans, J.    
 
 NAYS–69 
 
Baker Ellis Kauffman Roae 
Barbin Everett Keller, M.K. Rock 
Barrar Fairchild Knowles Rohrer 
Bear Fleck Krieger Samuelson 
Benninghoff Gabig Marsico Saylor 
Beyer Gabler Metcalfe Scavello 
Boyd Geist Metzgar Schroder 
Brooks Gillespie Miller Seip 
Burns Gingrich Moul Siptroth 
Causer Grell Oberlander Solobay 
Christiana Grove Payne Sonney 
Clymer Haluska Pickett Stern 
Cox Harhart Pyle Stevenson 
Creighton Hess Rapp Swanger 
Cutler Hickernell Reed Tallman 
Day Hornaman Reese True 
Delozier Hutchinson Reichley Turzai 
Denlinger    
 
 NOT VOTING–0 
 
 EXCUSED–10 
 
DeLuca Matzie Oliver Perry 
Galloway Miccarelli Pashinski Phillips 
Helm O'Brien, D.   
 
 
 Less than the two-thirds majority required by the 
Constitution having voted in the affirmative, the question was 
determined in the negative and the bill fell. 

RECONSIDERATION MOTIONS FILED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair is in receipt of a reconsideration 
motion filed by the gentleman from Lackawanna County, 
Representative Smith, and the gentleman, the majority leader 
from Luzerne County, Representative Eachus, who move that 
the House of Representatives reconsider the vote by which  
HB 1685, PN 2774, failed on the 8th day of December 2009. 
The vote on that reconsideration motion will be taken up at a 
later date. 
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 The Speaker also is in receipt of a reconsideration motion 
filed by the gentlelady from Lehigh County, Representative 
Beyer, and the gentleman from Chester County, Representative 
Schroder, who move that the vote by which HB 1684, PN 2773, 
passed on the 8th day of December be reconsidered. That 
reconsideration will be taken up at a later date. 
 For the record, the gentlelady from Luzerne County, 
Representative Mundy, and the gentleman from Lackawanna 
County, Representative Smith, also filed a reconsideration 
motion on HB 1684, PN 2773, which passed on the 8th day of 
December 2009. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

 Mr. EACHUS called up HB 371, PN 2735, entitled: 
 

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known 
as the Public Welfare Code, in general powers and duties of 
Department of Public Welfare, providing for onsite complaint 
investigations and plans of correction and for determining whether 
applicants are veterans; in public assistance, further providing for 
establishment of county boards and expenses and for lifetime limit; 
and, in hospital assessment, further providing for definitions, for 
authorization, for administration, for no hold harmless, for tax 
exemption and for cessation. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the bill on third consideration? 

BILL TABLED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
who moves that HB 371 be removed from the active calendar 
and placed on the tabled bill calendar. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
who moves that HB 371 be removed from the tabled calendar 
and placed on the active calendar. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

RESOLUTION 

 Mr. EACHUS called up HR 406, PN 2736, entitled: 
 

A Resolution urging the House of Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States to immediately consider House Resolution No. 
2499, which authorizes the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to conduct a 
referendum for political self-determination. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House adopt the resolution? 

RESOLUTION TABLED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
who moves that HR 406 be removed from the active calendar 
and placed on the tabled bill calendar. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

RESOLUTION REMOVED FROM TABLE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
who moves that HR 406 be removed from the tabled calendar 
and placed on the active calendar. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

BILL REMOVED FROM TABLE 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
who moves that HB 1616 be removed from the tabled calendar. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

BILL RECOMMITTED 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the majority leader, 
who moves that HB 1616 be recommitted to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 
 
 On the question, 
 Will the House agree to the motion? 
 Motion was agreed to. 

VOTE CORRECTIONS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Monroe County, Representative Siptroth, to correct the record. 
 Mr. SIPTROTH. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on HB 1684, I was recorded in the affirmative; 
I would like to be recorded in the negative. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. Your 
remarks will be spread upon the record. 
 For what purpose does the gentleman from Monroe County, 
Representative Scavello, rise? 
 Mr. SCAVELLO. Mr. Speaker, I also would like to be 
recorded in the negative on 1684. I was hoping that the bill 
would have been reconsidered, but I believe you are doing it at 
a later date. I would just like to be recorded in the negative. 
Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. His 
remarks will be spread upon the record. 
 The House will come to order. 
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REQUEST TO READ BILL AT LENGTH 

 The SPEAKER. The Speaker has in his possession a letter 
signed by 50-plus members requesting, pursuant to House rule 
21, they request a reading at length of SB 711 before the final 
vote is taken. The Speaker is going to direct the members who 
are signatories to this letter to read the bill. We will start with 
the first five names and proceed. We have staff ready with 
sections of the bill, and we will start with the first five names: 
Representative Curt Schroder, Representative Brad Roae, 
Representative Tom Creighton, Representative Matt Gabler, and 
Representative Scott Hutchinson. We will direct staff to give 
you each section of the bill, and read the bill to the House 
chamber. 

POINT OF ORDER 

 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman, 
Representative Schroder, rise? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of order. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, we have clerks in the House 
who are employed for purposes of reading the bills, among 
other duties, of course, that they have, and I do not believe it is 
within the purview or the power of the Speaker, nor is it in rule 
21(a) or any other rule that I am aware of to impose such a 
requirement on members of this House, who operated under a 
lawfully passed rule of this House, rule 21(a), which we all 
passed, we all passed when these rules were adopted. And to 
impose that kind of requirement is out of bounds, out of lines, 
and I respectfully request that the Speaker reconsider that 
ruling. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman and thanks 
him for his advice. It is the Speaker's prerogative to enforce the 
rule in such a manner. I can cite a number of occasions where it 
has happened before, including by then-minority leader, 
Representative Matt Ryan, who said it was foolish for us to 
proceed with reading bills at length, and what happened was 
members, or the Speaker directed 14 or 15 clerks to read the 
legislation simultaneously. I think that is making a mockery of 
the request made by Representative Schroder. It is my 
prerogative, and I am going to request the members who signed 
and were signatories of the letter to read the legislation. 

POINT OF ORDER 

 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman, 
Representative Schroder, rise? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of order. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Has the Speaker made his request, or 
whatever we are calling it, in the form of a ruling? 
 The SPEAKER. If the gentleman would like to appeal the 
ruling of the Chair, he may do that. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Would I be in order to speak on appealing 
that ruling, upon such a motion? 
 The SPEAKER. If the gentleman would like to appeal the 
ruling of the Chair, the Speaker will in fact make a ruling and 
the gentleman would then be in order to appeal the ruling of the 
Chair. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Could I just ask for a moment, please? 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Chester, 
Representative Schroder, is recognized as a point of order. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. I believe a point of parliamentary inquiry, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of 
parliamentary inquiry. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, is the bill before the House 
on third consideration and final passage? It was my 
understanding that there has been an amendment filed, a  
so-called omnibus amendment – perhaps by Representative 
Eachus, perhaps by Representative Santoni; I am not sure – that 
would seek to totally amend and rewrite the bill. It is my belief 
that rule 21 only comes into play at such time as the bill has 
been completely amended, right before final passage. 
 The SPEAKER. There is nothing before the House of 
Representatives right now. The request was made that we read 
SB 711 before a final vote is taken, and rule 21 states, "before 
the final vote is taken" and that final vote could happen 
whenever, but we are going to adhere to the rule that you are 
asking it to be read. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker – I am sorry; am I in order? 
 The SPEAKER. The Speaker has directed that the makers of 
the request who want the bill read at length will read the bill. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, for what purpose are you 
requiring the bill to be read now before it is in final form? 
 The SPEAKER. You made the request. It is our intention to 
run the bill, and before we run it on final passage, we are going 
to give you the opportunity to read the bill. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, your ruling makes a 
mockery out of the purpose of doing this, which is to make sure 
that we do not repeat the mistakes that were made when Act 71 
was passed, which has resulted in the debacle of gaming and 
gambling that we have in this Commonwealth. 
 The SPEAKER. I am not going to debate the gentleman. The 
gentleman will yield. You had made the request that the bill be 
read at length. We are giving you that opportunity and all the 
makers of that motion to read the bill at length. You are the one 
who made the request. You are the one who is making a 
mockery of the rule. If you want to read the bill at length, the 
Speaker has made his ruling that he is going to require the 
members who signed this document requesting that the bill be 
read at length, that they read the bill. That is the Speaker's 
ruling. If you disagree with that ruling, you can appeal the 
ruling of the Chair. 
 The gentleman, Mr. Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Mr. Speaker, we will exercise our option 
to refile another such rule 21(a) letter after it is amended and 
before it is to final consideration if that is the way the Speaker 
chooses to enforce the rule in such a ridiculous fashion. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is way out of line and knows 
it. If you would like to appeal the ruling of the Chair, I would 
recommend that the gentleman do so. It is your prerogative to 
question the rules at any point as we debate legislation before 
this House. Are you withdrawing your request at this point to 
read SB 711? 
 Mr. SCHRODER. I am doing no such thing. 
 The SPEAKER. We will now proceed with the reading— 
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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 Mr. S. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, point of parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Jefferson County, 
Representative Smith, will state his point of parliamentary 
inquiry. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. I tend to agree with the gentleman from 
Chester that the intent of the letter asking the bill be read at 
length was that the bill would be read at length as it was 
presented to the House on final passage. That is how I would 
have interpreted it myself, and I understand the Speaker has a 
different interpretation of the rule and the letter. 
 My parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker, is do the members 
who signed that letter, do they have the ability to withdraw that 
request and restate it in a fashion that would allow them to have 
the bill read at length when it is actually before the House and 
on final passage? 
 The SPEAKER. They have the ability to withdraw and 
change the motion, but the rule basically says that it will be read 
at length before final passage and does not specify how much 
time lapses before that final passage. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. I appreciate that interpretation, Mr. Speaker. 
Just one further comment. I do think that given the fact that that 
bill is in committee and is not actually even on the calendar, let 
alone before the House for a vote, I tend to agree that the 
request to read the bill at length is implied to be a bill that is 
before the House and not a bill that is in another committee. 
 I realize the awkwardness of this, Mr. Speaker, but I did 
want to voice that opinion that I think the bill should have at 
least been before the House and not in another committee— 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will yield. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. —where it may or may not ever come before 
the House. 
 The SPEAKER. Gentleman, SB 711 is on House 
supplemental calendar C. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Was it reported out of Appropriations? 
 The SPEAKER. It is out of Appropriations. 
 Mr. S. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I was not aware of that. I appreciate the clarification. 
 The SPEAKER. Is the gentleman, Representative Schroder, 
ready to proceed? 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman from 
Cumberland County, Representative Gabig, rise? 
 Mr. GABIG. Point of parliamentary inquiry. 
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state. 
 Mr. GABIG. To follow up on our leader's question,  
I understood that the gaming bill was in the Appropriations 
Committee. When we took our break, the Appropriations 
Committee met and I understood that the bill was amended with 
sort of an omnibus-type amendment. Is what we are going to 
read, is that going to be the bill, 711, as amended an hour or so 
or a couple of hours ago in the Appropriations Committee? Is 
that what we are going to read? 
 The SPEAKER. The bill was reported without amendment. 
 Mr. GABIG. Oh, it was not amended? 
 The SPEAKER. The bill was not amended. 
 
 

 Mr. GABIG. Okay. I understand. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny County for a point of parliamentary inquiry. The 
gentleman may proceed. 
 Mr. MAHER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 A somewhat different inquiry than we have had to this point 
is in the context of our Constitution. Article III, section 4, talks 
about "All amendments made thereto shall be printed for the use 
of the members before the final vote is taken on the bill and 
before the final vote is taken, upon written request addressed to 
the presiding officer of either House by at least 25% of the 
members elected to that House, any bill shall be read at length 
in that House." 
 So if I am understanding the Chair's ruling that although this 
bill is not actually before us at the moment – or I should not say 
ruling – your position that the bill is not actually before us at the 
moment, but I guess if you are having the bill read at length in 
the context of the request that mirrors the Constitution on this 
point, that this establishes a cutoff point from which no further 
amendments can be filed. Would that be correct? It speaks 
about "All amendments made thereto shall be printed…" and 
this and this, and the stage that you are saying we are at right 
now is subsequent to all amendments being printed. So is it 
correct to say, there will be no further amendments printed and 
that, constitutionally, any further amendments presented would 
be a violation of the Constitution? 
 The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman, Representative 
Schroder, come to the rostrum? The House will be at ease. 
  
 (Conference held at Speaker's podium.) 
 
 The SPEAKER. The House will come to order. 
 Without objection, the Speaker is returning the letter to 
Representative Schroder at his request. The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Chester County, Representative Schroder. 
 Mr. SCHRODER. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The letter will 
be resubmitted at the appropriate time. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 
 
 Are there any further announcements? 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny County, Representative Levdansky, for the purpose 
of an announcement. 
 Mr. LEVDANSKY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to remind all the members of the 
Finance Committee that at the conclusion of today's business we 
are going to have a meeting of the Finance Committee in G-50 
of the Irvis Office Building. 
 The SPEAKER. There will be a Finance Committee meeting 
in room G-50 of the Irvis Office Building at the recess. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY MS. JOSEPHS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentlelady from 
Philadelphia County, Representative Josephs. 
 Ms. JOSEPHS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to announce that at the State Government 
Committee meeting tomorrow, we are adding a bill, Goodman 
1363. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the lady. 
 
 There will be no further votes. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY MR. CHRISTIANA 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Beaver County, Representative Christiana. 
 Mr. CHRISTIANA. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to withdraw Discharge Resolution 3. Thank you. 
 The SPEAKER. The Chair thanks the gentleman. 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

 The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Luzerne County, the majority leader, Representative Eachus. 
 Mr. EACHUS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 For the information of the members, at 10 a.m. there will be 
a House Democratic caucus in the majority caucus room;  
11 a.m. on the floor. 
 
 The SPEAKER. Any further announcements? 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED OVER 

 The SPEAKER. Without objection, any remaining bills and 
resolutions on today's calendar will be passed over. The Chair 
hears no objection. 

RECESS 

 The SPEAKER. This House stands in recess until the call of 
the Chair. 


