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BILL NO.    Senate Bill 334   PRINTER’S NO.  413 

 

 

AMOUNT         FUND   

 

Estimated Savings $650,000   General Fund 
 

DATE INTRODUCED     PRIME SPONSOR   

 
February 8, 2013     Senator Pileggi 

 

HISTORY OF BILL   

 
Referred to JUDICIARY, Feb. 1, 2013 

Reported as committed, Feb. 5, 2013 

First consideration, Feb. 5, 2013  

Second consideration, Feb. 6, 2013  

Re-referred to APPROPRIATIONS, Feb. 6, 2013 

Re-reported as amended, Feb. 11, 2013 

 

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF BILL   

 

Senate Bill 334 (PN 413) amends Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidate Statutes, establishing a Traffic Division under the 

Philadelphia Municipal Court. 
 
Specifically, this legislation does the following: 

 Revises the definition of “Traffic Court of Philadelphia” to mean the Traffic 

Division within the Philadelphia Municipal Court; 

 Reorganizes the Philadelphia Municipal Court to include a General Division 

consisting of 25 judges, and hearing officers appointed by the President 

Judge of the municipal court and a Traffic Division consisting of four judges 

elected to the Traffic Court of Philadelphia prior to the effective date of this 

legislation; 

 Mandates that current vacancies within the Traffic Court of Philadelphia not 

be filled, prior to Traffic Court of Philadelphia judges being transitioned into 

the Traffic Division of the Philadelphia Municipal Court or anytime thereafter; 

 Requires that a judge in the General Division must be an attorney at law; 

 Requires that a judge in the Traffic Division must be an attorney at law or 

complete a course of training and instruction and pass an examination; 

 Provides that the General Division shall exercise full jurisdiction of the 

municipal court; 
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 Provides that the Traffic Division, at the direction of the President Judge of 

the municipal court, shall exercise jurisdiction of prosecutions of summary 

offenses arising under Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 

Statutes and ordinances of a political subdivision enacted pursuant to Title 

75. 

This act shall take effect in 60 days. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
According to the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, in the year 2011, the 
Traffic Court of Philadelphia had 519,882 cases available for disposition, of which 

365,701 of those cases were carried over from the prior year and 154,181 were 
new cases filed during the year.  The court disposed of 202,788 cases.  At the end 

of 2011, the court had 277,557 pending cases that were over a year old. 
 

The Traffic Court of Philadelphia has 6 judges and a President Judge.  The judges’ 
currently receive an annual salary of $91,764 plus benefits.  The court received an 
appropriation of $912,000 from the General Fund for FY 2012-13.  Currently there 

are 2 sitting judges on this court that would be transferred to the Traffic Division of 
the Philadelphia Municipal Court.  It’s assumed that adequate funding for these 2 

judges would be transferred to the Philadelphia Municipal Court.  The remaining 5 
positions will not be transferred. 
 

The Philadelphia Municipal Court has 24 judges, a President Judge and 6 
arraignment court magistrates.  The judges currently receive an annual salary of 

$170,586 plus benefits. 
 
Assuming the caseload of the Traffic Court of Philadelphia would be absorbed by 

existing judges within the Philadelphia Municipal Court, the General Fund would 
incur an estimated savings of $650,000 in FY 2013-2014. 


