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SUMMARY: 
House Bill 1546 amends the Crimes Code (Title 18) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes to provide 
for confidentiality of personal information of public safety officials.  This legislation would take effect in 
90 days. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
The bill adds a new section (Section 7507.2) to the Crimes Code addressing the confidentiality of personal 
information and prohibiting the public posting, public display or provision of any public safety official’s 
personal information to a third party.   Such information includes home addresses, personal telephone 
numbers, and email addresses of public safety officials or their spouses or children.  Such information 
cannot be provided if the third party is only seeking information because of the official’s occupation and 
may cause harm or threaten to harm the official or their family.  It also prohibits a person, business or 
association from soliciting, selling or trading on the internet the home address or telephone number of 
such an official with the intent to cause harm. 
 
A person who knowingly discloses information protected under the new confidentiality requirements 
commits a misdemeanor of the third degree if no bodily injury results from the disclosure, or a 
misdemeanor of the first degree if bodily injury occurs.  The bill also includes a “Right of Action” provision 
permitting a public safety official whose home address or telephone number is solicited, sold or traded to 
bring an action in a court of competent jurisdiction.  Upon conviction, damages shall be awarded to the 
official up to a maximum of three times the actual damages, but in no case less than $2,000. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Enactment of this legislation could have a fiscal impact on Commonwealth and local funds as individuals 
are charged and convicted of this new offense. However, reliable data are not available to estimate the 
extent of that impact. 
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