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             COST / (SAVINGS) 

FUND FY 2015/16 FY 2016/17 

General Fund $0 $0 

Motor License Fund $0 $0 

Local Funds $0 $0 

 
SUMMARY: Amends Title 75 (Vehicle Code) to eliminate the mandatory escort of super-sized 
loads by the PA State Police (PSP) and to permit the movement of certain materials during the 
course of manufacture. This legislation would take effect in 60 days.  
 
 
ANALYSIS: This legislation amends several sections of the Vehicle Code, effectively creating a 
“certified escort vehicle” that is authorized by PennDOT to escort super loads in PA in lieu of 
the PSP. The legislation also permits the movement of certain materials during the course of 
manufacture. 
 
Mandatory Escort Elimination: A “certified escort vehicle” is defined as a vehicle that is 
operated to escort a super load on a highway of this Commonwealth. The vehicle shall display 
PennDOT’s certification emblem, may use flashing or revolving yellow lights, and shall comply 
with other PennDOT regulations, including those pertaining to pilot cars. 
 
A “super load” is defined as a vehicle or combination or load having a gross weight exceeding 
201,000 pounds, a total length exceeding 160 feet or a total width exceeding 16 feet. The term 
does not include a building, a vehicle or combination moved across the highway under Sections 
4965 (relating to single permits for multiple highway crossings) or 4966 (relating to permit for 
movement of quarry equipment), or a dragline moved across a highway under permit. 
 
The driver of the certified escort vehicle must be certified and licensed by PennDOT and wear 
attire that complies with 67 PA Code §101.3(5) (relating to minimum attire). PennDOT has up to 
1 year from the effective date to establish criteria for certified escort vehicles and for 
determining certification and licensing of drivers of certified escort vehicles within PA, and 
shall post the criteria on the PennDOT website.  
 

 



The legislation gives PennDOT, in consultation with the PSP, the ability to determine whether a 
PSP escort is necessary. If it is jointly determined by PennDOT and PSP that the movement 
must be escorted by PSP, the permittee shall bear the total costs of the escort. 
 
Annual Permits for the Movement of Certain Materials:  This legislation also adds “sugar” 
and “rock salt” to the list of authorized commodities eligible to receive an annual permit under 
Section 4968 of Title 75 (relating to permits for movement during course of manufacture). The 
language will allow a permittee to haul a gross weight of up to 95,000 lbs. of sugar at a distance 
of not more than 5 miles. The language also allows a permittee to haul a gross weight of up to 
95,000 lbs. of rock salt within their respective jurisdictions. No such permits for sugar or rock 
salt shall be issued for movement on an interstate highway. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: This legislation would have no adverse fiscal impact on Commonwealth or 
local funds. 
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Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact incurred 
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