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             COST / (SAVINGS) 

FUND FY 2011/12 FY 2012/13 

General Fund $0 $7,435,687 

 

SUMMARY:  House Bill 2331 amends the Crimes Code and  the Judicial Code concerning 

sentencing for second and subsequent offenses of certain persons who are not to possess 

firearms.  It would  take effect in 60 days. 

 

 

ANALYSIS:  This legislation amends section 6105(a) of the Crimes Code, which prohibits the 

possession, use, manufacture, control, sale, or transfer of a firearm by persons previously 

convicted  of certain enumerated  felonies or a felony under the Controlled Substance Act, or 

equivalent violations from another jurisd iction.  It would  provide for a mandatory minimum 

sentence of five years, with no eligibility for parole, probation, prerelease, work release or 

furlough prior to completion of the minimum sentence. 

 

This bill also amends the Judicial Code concerning sentences for second and subsequent 

offenses for “crimes of violence.”  It would expand the definition of “crime of violence” to 

include offenses to which the aforementioned  new five year mandatory minimum sentence 

would  apply. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: Enactment of this legislative will likely have a significant impact on 

Commonwealth finances.  According to the Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing, in the 

first year after enactment, which is assumed to be 2012-13 for this analysis, it will add  203 

additional inmates to the state correctional system.  At an average cost of $36,629 per inmate, 

this will increase costs to the Department of Corrections (DOC) by $7,435,687.  Significant 

increases in prison population continue for six years after enactment, when the total cumulative 

increase in prison population is expected  to be 2,010 and  the total cumulative increase in the 

costs for the DOC reach $78,526,621, spread  out over those six years.  This estimate assumes 

average costs per prisoner increasing as projected  by the DOC in the Governor’s 2012-13 

Executive Budget.  It could  come down as the DOC achieves efficiencies and  savings in its 

overall operations during those years.  Smaller increases in population continue through about 

10 to 12 years after enactment when they begin to level out and  become negligible, at less than 

30 inmates per year. 
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At four years after enactment this legislation is projected  to reduce the number of individuals 

supervised  by the State Board  of Probation and  Parole (SBPP) as inmates who would  have been 

released  on parole serve out their minimum sentences.  At about 10 years after enactment this 

trend  begins to reverse itself as these inmates become eligible for parole. 

 

This legislation will decrease the number of individuals sentenced  to county prisons as some 

inmates who would  have gone to county prisons to serve sentences of less than 24 months are  

sent to state prison.   
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Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact incurred 

may vary from estimates.  


