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             COST / (SAVINGS) 

FUND FY 2011/12 FY 2012/13 

General Fund See Fiscal Impact $0 

 

SUMMARY: House Bill 2244 establishes the Watershed Disaster Reconstruction Act of 2012.  The 

effective date is immediately after enactment. 

 

ANALYSIS: This legislation amends Section 1508(A) of the Fiscal Code (Act 176 of 1929) to allocate 

$1.3 million to the Governor for payment of the Commonwealth’s share necessary to secure Federal 

fund ing from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service for 

stream restoration. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  This allocation is to serve as requisite state funding to match $5.4 million in 

available federal fund s for emergency watershed  protection.  The bill requires a total allocation of 

$1.3 million to secure federal fund ing for Pennsylvania related  to damage from Hurricane Irene and 

Tropical Storm Lee, especially as no state statute provides for Commonwealth matching funds to 

participate in such federal programs. 

 

However, Section 1508(A) of the Fiscal Code (related to the use and  appropriation of unused 

Commonwealth funds) states that the Governor may transfer any unused  funds which may have 

been appropriated  for the ord inary expenses of the State Government in the General Fund to such 

Commonwealth agencies as the Governor m ay d irect to be expended  for relief of d isaster when the 

Governor has declared  a d isaster emergency. The total of the transfers shall not exceed $20 million 

in any one fiscal year except by action of the General Assembly. 

 

Enactment of this legislation will not adversely impact Commonwealth funds, especially when a 

total of $222 million for the current FY 2011-12 year was placed  into budgetary reserve by the 

Governor’s Office as of January 2012.  As stated above, if $1.3 million is not made available in State 

matching funds, the Commonwealth would  forfeit $5.4 million in available federal funds. 
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Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact incurred may 

vary from estimates.  

 


