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SUMMARY: Reenacts the Borough Code, including a few substantive changes, but is largely 
intended to incorporate matters already in place via court decisions, reorganize the Code by 
consolidating sections dealing with similar subjects, and remove outdated language. This 
legislation would take effect in 60 days.    
 
 
 
ANALYSIS: The vast majority of the provisions in this legislation consist of the following: 

 

 The citation of laws applicable to boroughs.  For example, borough development and land use 

activities shall currently be conducted pursuant to the “Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning 

Code” (MPC) (Act 247 of 1968) and references to the MPC were added in appropriate sections of 

the bill.   

 

 The consolidation of related provisions.  An example of this is found in Section 1202(8) 

(garbage and other refuse material) where several clauses (10, 11 and 45) under general powers 

and several other sections (Sections 2511 through 2513) of the Borough Code have been 

consolidated in one place.   

 

 The addition (or deletion) of provisions already in effect (or repealed) by virtue of a court 

decision.  For example, this bill adds a provision which will permit boroughs to establish 

prequalification standards for contacts and purchases.  The standards will be designed to assist 

council in determining the ability of the bidder to successfully complete the contract or purchase.  

This new language is consistent with the case law.   

 

 The addition of provisions in effect in other local government codes.  The General Assembly's 

longstanding practice has been to try to keep the various local government codes similar to one 

another, especially the Borough Code, First Class Township Code and Second Class Township 

Code.  When the Second Class Township Code was re-written in 1995, a number of new 

provisions were added that have not yet found their way into the Borough Code.  This legislation 

adds these provisions to the Borough Code. 

 

 

 



 

 The expansion and clarification of existing provisions.  In many cases provisions in the 

Borough Code have been expanded.  The new language is intended to add an additional level of 

detail for elected borough officials and their staff.  This detail is intended to address questions 

about the Borough Code received by legislators and the staff at the PA State Association of 

Boroughs.   

 

      Incorporation of recent legislation. For example, bills to increase the bid limit (from $10,000 to 

$18,500) for contracts and purchases by governmental entities were recently signed into law.  This 

recent amendment to the Borough Code, which was not previously included, has now been 

incorporated into this bill.  Other examples include legislation to expressly permit contracts with 

borough managers (Act 54 of 2011) and to sell unneeded borough personal property online (Act 

12 of 2011.) 

 

 Retirement benefits of transferred employees. Preserves the retirement benefits of former 

borough employees who have been transferred to a municipal authority by an order of the Public 

Utility Commission.  These former borough employees will retain their pension rights and the 

borough will continue to receive the General Municipal Pension System State Aid for these 

employees.  These provisions will not apply to new employees hired by the authority.   
 

 Purchase of used equipment. Permits the purchase of used equipment from another 
governmental unit without advertising and bidding.  
 

 Civil Service Commission deliberations. Provides that the civil service commission may 
conduct deliberations in executive session on evidentiary or procedural issues regarding 
police or firefighter applicants who were denied placement on the certified eligibility list 
or refused an examination.  However, the commission's disposition of the matter shall 
constitute official action and must occur at a public meeting.   
 
 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: This legislation would have no adverse fiscal impact on Commonwealth or 
borough funds. According to the Local Government Commission, there may be minor cost 
increases as well as minor cost savings from several provisions in the legislation. It is expected 
that the aggregate impact of these changes would offset and be close to fiscally neutral. 
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Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact incurred 
may vary from estimates.  


