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             COST / (SAVINGS) 

 

 

FUND FY 2010/11 FY 2011/12 

Motor License Fund $0 $0 

Driver Distraction Awareness Fund  $0 See Analysis 

Local Funds $0 $0 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: Adds an additional penalty to the Careless Driving section for d istracted  drivers 

and  establishes a special fund for fines and  a d istracted  driver education program at PennDOT.  

This legislation would  take effect in 60 days.    

 

 

ANALYSIS: This legislation will amend Section 3714 of the Vehicle Code (relating to careless 

driving) to add  an increased  fine for d istracted  driving. If a driver is convicted  of violating 

Section 3714, the additional penalty will be applied  if it is determined  that the driver at the time 

of the violation was d istracted  by the use of any device, including, but not limited to, an 

electronic device, an electrical device, a personal grooming device, food, dr ink, book or other 

printed  material. In essence, an extra punitive measure is added after a careless driving 

violation is observed . 

 

The legislation provides that an  offense of d istracted  driving is an add -on offense and  carries 

with it a $50 fine in addition to the fine for careless driving. This additional penalty is not 

considered  a moving violation under the bill and  no additional court costs and  no additional 

points will be assessed  on the driver’s record  for a conviction of the subsection. 

 

This legislation would  create a d istracted  driver education program at PennDOT funded in part 

by the $50 fines for d istracted  driving in the bill. All fine revenue would  be deposited  into the 

Driver Distraction Awareness Fund and additional funds could  come from the federal 

government and  private donations. A report to the General Assembly would  be required  to be 

made by PennDOT on the effectiveness of the enhanced  fine by August 31, 2012.    
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FISCAL IMPACT: According to PennDOT, the d istracted  driver education program will cost 

$1.5 million the first year with a sustained  investment of just under $1 million in subsequent 

years to meet these requirements.  According to the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 

Delinquency, it is indeterminable if the fine revenue would  meet the cost in the first year.  At a 

cost of $1.5 million, there would  need  to be 30,000 violations at $50 or federal grant dollars or 

both to fulfill the program requirements.  This legislation will have no adverse impact on the 

Motor License Fund. This legislation will have no adverse impact on local funds. The State 

Police and  local police forces currently enforce routine traffic law; therefore the remainder of 

this legislation will not require any additional staffing at either the state or local level. 
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Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact incurred 

may vary from estimates.  


