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SUMMARY:  House Bill 143 amends the act of December 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319), known as the 

Pennsylvania Farmland and Forest Land Assessment Act, to allow small noncoal surface mining on land 

enrolled  in the Clean and Green program, with roll-back taxes being due only on the tract subject to the 

mining permit. The effective date is immediately after enactment . 

 

ANALYSIS:  House Bill 143 would  allow small noncoal surface mining activities to be conducted  on 

land enrolled  in the Clean and Green program  without invalidating the preferential assessment of the 

remaining property.  Roll back taxes shall be imposed only upon those portions of land  leased  and 

permitted  for small noncoal surface mining, and  the fair market value shall be adjusted  accordingly. 

 

The remaining land shall continue to be eligible for preferential assessment under the program as long as 

only one small noncoal surface mining permit is active at any one time.  Such operations, as established 

under the Noncoal Surface Mining and Reclamation Act, would be limited  to a permitted  area of no 

more than five acres and no more than 10,000 tons of noncoal minerals being extracted  per year. 

 

This change is being made to include it under other activities defined  under the act where roll back taxes 

would  be limited  and applied  to only those parcels.  For  example, a property owner may lease land  for a 

wireless telecommunication tower, or other activities like oil & gas exploration or extraction and 

commercial alternative energy generation. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: Enactment of this legislation will have no adverse impact on Commonwealth 

funds.  While roll back taxes would  be limited  to only the parcel with the permitted activity, local and 

state revenues could  increase as a result of new noncoal mining operations being allowed to operate on 

properties in the Clean and Green program. 
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