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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1866 %z

INTRODUCED BY BOBACK, HILL-EVANS, GUENST, McNEILL, HELM, MOUL
AND WHEELAND, SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
APRIL 27, 2022
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AN ACT

Amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and 67
(Public Welfare) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes,
in juvenile matters, further providing for disposition of
dependent child; andy—in—famity—findingandkinshipecare,— <--
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permaneney—otvteomes— IN HUMAN SERVICES GENERALLY, <--
REORGANIZING PROVISIONS RELATING TO ADOPTION OPPORTUNITIES

AND TO FAMILY FINDING AND KINSHIP CARE; AND MAKING EDITORIAL
CHANGES.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 6351(f) (8) and (8.2) and (f£.1) (5) (1),
(ii) and (iv) of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes are amended to read:
§ 6351. Disposition of dependent child.

*x ko k

(f) Matters to be determined at permanency hearing.--At each
permanency hearing, a court shall determine all of the

following:
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(8) The services needed to assist a child who is 14
years of age or older to make the transition to successful

adulthood[.] and whether the services are being provided as

reqguired under 67 Pa.C.S. § 33842 7505 (relating to <--

transition plan and services).

*x kx %

(8.2) [That a] If the child is 18 vears of age or older,

whether a suitable transition plan has been presented in

accordance with section 475 of the Social Security Act (49

Stat. 620, 42 U.S.C. § 675(5) (H)) and 67 Pa.C.S. § 3364=-2— <--

(f.1) Additional determination.--Based upon the
determinations made under subsection (f) and all relevant
evidence presented at the hearing, the court shall determine one
of the following:

x % %

(5) If and when the child will be placed in another
planned permanent living arrangement which is approved by the
court, the following shall apply:

(i) The child must be [16] 18 years of age or older.
(1i) The county agency shall identify at least [one
significant connection with a supportive adult] two

significant connections with supportive adults willing to

be involved in the child's life as the child transitions
to adulthood, or document that efforts have been made to

identify [a supportive adult] supportive adults.

*x Kx  %

(iv) The court shall:
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(A) Ask the child about the desired permanency
goal for the child.

(B) Make a judicial determination explaining
why, as of the date of the hearing, another planned
permanent living arrangement is the best permanency
plan for the child.

(C) Provide compelling reasons why it continues
not to be in the best interests of the child to
return to the child's parent, guardian or custodian,
be placed for adoption, be placed with a legal
custodian or be placed with a fit and willing
relative.

(D) Make findings that the significant

[connection is] connections are identified in the

permanency plan or that efforts have been made to

identify [a supportive adult] at least two

connections with supportive adults, if no one is

currently identified.

(E) Identify the specific planned permanent

living arrangement that the court is approving.
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27 has—made—a—specific—determination—that—continved—famity—
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29 is—a—+threat—+to—+theehitdls safety—

30 2 —Fhe—echitd—3isnot—under—theFurisdictionofa—court—
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11 Hr—aAges

12 {t2—6Cender—

13 3—Reece~

14 +4H—Permaneney—goats

15 {5 r—Whether permanencey—goat—was—achieveds

16 (o r—Whether—the—ehild—reguested—resumption——of—

17 Torisdietions

18 H—Whether—the—court—eranted—resumption—of—

19 Turisdietions

20 {5r—TFhenumber——of placements—in—the prior—vears

21 9—Whether—the—chitdhadan—identifiedplace—of—
22 intended—residences

23 10— Whether—the——childhad—income—through—emprtovyments
24 I H—Whether—the—chitdhad—income—throuvgh—apubtic—
25 benefits

26 22— Whether—the—~echitdhadat—Jteast—two—identified—
27 supportive—adutt—connections~

28 I3 r—Whether—the——echiddhad—contact—with sibtines—
29 {H—Whether—the—echitdhad—contact—with biotogical—
30 parents
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2 HHor—Whether—+the—echild recetved—a—<generatl—educationat—
3 devetopment——certifications
4 S+ H—Whether—the—~chitd—was—aparent—or—expectantparents
5 83 r—Whether—the—ehitd—was——enrotted—in—a—program—of—
6 postsecondarvy—education——or—trainines
7 15— Whether—the——echitdhadcomplteted—at—teasttwo—~vears—
8 in—a—programof-postsecondaryeducation——or—trainines
9 20— Whether—+the—ehildwas—enrolted—inMedicaid-
10 21— Whether—the—~chitdwas—given—a physicat——copy—of—a—
11 transition—ptans
12 (22 r—Whether—the—ehitd—hadpossession—of—a—birth—
13 certirfieate;—Soeiat—Seeurity—card—State—sdentifiecation—card—
14 or—eriverls—iecense—heatth—iRsurance—eard—and—rfrRot—pbora—
15 Ha—the—United—States—proof—eof—vatid—immigration—statys—
16 Seetteonr—6—Fhis—act—shatl—+takeeffect—dn—60—days—
17 SECTION 2. CHAPTER 1 HEADING OF TITLE 67 IS AMENDED TO READ: <=-
18 CHAPTER 1
19 [PRELIMINARY] GENERAIL PROVISIONS
20 SECTION 3. TITLE 67 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER TO READ:
21 CHAPTER 3
22 ADMINTSTRATTION
23 SEC.
24 301. (RESERVED) .
25 § 301. (RESERVED) .
26 SECTION 4. PART II HEADING OF TITLE 67 IS AMENDED TO READ:
277 PART IT
28 [HUMAN SERVICES GENERALLY] MEDICAIL ASSISTANCE
29 SECTION 5. TITLE 67 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER

30 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PART II HEADING TO READ:
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1 CHAPTER 7
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3 SECTION 6. CHAPTERS 21 AND 31 OF TITLE 67 ARE REPEALED:
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29 ASSISTANCE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE IV OF THE ACT OF JUNE

30 13, 1967 (P.L.31, NO.21), KNOWN AS THE HUMAN SERVICES CODE, OR
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AGENCIES.
§ 3107. PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP SUBSIDY AND
REIMBURSEMENT .

(A) AMOUNT.--THE AMOUNT OF PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP
SUBSIDY FOR MAINTENANCE COSTS TO A PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIAN OR
A SUCCESSOR PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIAN SHALL NOT EXCEED THE
MONTHLY PAYMENT RATE FOR FOSTER FAMILY CARE IN THE COUNTY IN
WHICH THE CHILD RESIDES.

(B) COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REIMBURSE
THE COUNTY AGENCY FOR AT LEAST 80% OF THE COST OF A PERMANENT
LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP SUBSIDY PAYMENT PROVIDED BY A COUNTY AGENCY
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER, PROVIDED THAT
THE COUNTY AGENCY COMPLIES WITH THE REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY
THE DEPARTMENT. ]

SECTION 7. PART III HEADING OF TITLE 67 IS AMENDED TO READ:

PART TIIT
[INSTITUTION DISTRICTS (RESERVED) ]

MENTAL HEATLTH AND INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES

SECTION 8. TITLE 67 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PART III HEADING TO READ:

CHAPTER 51

(RESERVED)

SECTION 9. PART IV HEADING OF TITLE 67 IS AMENDED TO READ:
PART IV

[MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS] CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES

SECTION 10. TITLE 67 IS AMENDED BY ADDING CHAPTERS
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PART IV HEADING TO READ:

CHAPTER 71

(RESERVED)

CHAPTER 73

20210HB1866PN3064 - 22 -
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(RESERVED)

CHAPTER 75

FAMILY FINDING AND KINSHIP CARE

SEC.

7501. IFEGISTATIVE INTENT.

7/502. DEFINITTONS.

7503. FAMILY FINDING REQUIRED.

7504. PERMANENCY PLAN.

7505. TRANSITION PLAN AND SERVICES.

7/506. DATA COLLECTION TO IMPROVE PERMANENCY OUTCOMES.

7507. KINSHIP CARE PROGRAM.

7508. SUBSIDIZED PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP PROGRAM.

7509. PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP SUBSIDY AND REIMBURSEMENT.

§ 7501. IEGISLATIVE INTENT.

THIS CHAPTER IS INTENDED TO ENSURE THAT FAMILY FINDING OCCURS

ON AN ONGOING BASIS FOR ALL CHILDREN ENTERING THE CHILD WELFARE

SYSTEM, TO PROMOTE THE USE OF KINSHTIP CARE WHEN IT TS NECESSARY

TO REMOVE A CHILD FROM THE CHILD'S HOME AND TO ENSURE THAT EACH

CHILD LEAVING FOSTER CARE AT 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER IS

PREPARED FOR THE TRANSTITION TO SUCCESSEFUL ADULTHOOD.

§ 7502. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER

SHALL HAVE THE MEANTINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ACCEPT FOR SERVICE." DECIDE ON THE BASIS OF THE NEEDS AND

PROBLEMS OF AN INDIVIDUAL TO ADMIT OR RECEIVE THE INDIVIDUAL AS

A CLIENT OF THE COUNTY AGENCY OR AS REQUIRED BY A COURT ORDER

ENTERED UNDER 42 PA.C.S. CH. 63 (RELATING TO JUVENILE MATTERS) .

"CHILD." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO:

(1) TS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE; OR

20210HB1866PN3064 - 23 -
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(2) IS UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE AND ATTAINED 13 YEARS OF

AGE BEFORE THE SUBSIDIZED PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP

AGREEMENT BECAME EFFECTIVE AND IS:

(1) COMPLETING SECONDARY EDUCATION OR AN EQUIVALENT

CREDENTIATL;

(IT) ENROLLED IN AN INSTITUTION THAT PROVIDES

POSTSECONDARY OR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION;

(ITT) PARTICIPATING IN A PROGRAM ACTIVELY DESIGNED

TO PROMOTE OR REMOVE BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT;

(IV) EMPILOYED FOR AT LEAST 80 HOURS PER MONTH; OR

(V) INCAPABLE OF DOING ANY OF THE ACTIVITIES

DESCRIBED IN SUBPARAGRAPH (I), (IT), (ITTI) OR (IV) DUE TO

A MEDICAL OR BEHAVIORAL HEATTH CONDITION, WHICH TS

SUPPORTED BY REGULARLY UPDATED INFORMATION IN THE

PERMANENCY PTLAN OF THE CHTIID.

"COUNTY AGENCY." THE COUNTY CHILDREN AND YOUTH SOCIAL

SERVICE AGENCY EXERCISING THE POWER AND DUTIES PROVIDED EFOR IN

SECTION 405 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 24, 1937 (P.L.2017, NO.396),

KNOWN AS THE COUNTY INSTITUTION DISTRICT LAW, OR ITS SUCCESSOR,

AND SUPERVISED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER ARTICLE IX OF THE ACT OF

JUNE 13, 1967 (P.L.31, NO.21), KNOWN AS THE HUMAN SERVICES CODE.

"ELTGIBLE CHILD." A CHILD WHO MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) HAS A COURT-ORDERED DISPOSITION OF PLACEMENT WITH A

PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIAN UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 6351 (A) (2.1)

(RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF DEPENDENT CHILD) .

(2) HAS LIVED WITH AN ELIGIBLE PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIAN

FOR AT TLEAST SIX MONTHS, WHICH NEED NOT BE CONSECUTIVE.

(3) IS A CITIZEN OR AN ALTEN TAWFULLY RESTDING IN THTIS

COMMONWEALTH .

"ELTGIBLE PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIAN." A RELATIVE OR KIN WHO

20210HB1866PN3064 - 24 -



1 MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

2 (1) WHOSE HOME IS APPROVED PURSUANT TO APPLICABLE

3 REGULATIONS FOR PLACEMENT OF FOSTER CHILDREN.

4 (2) WITH WHOM AN ELTGIBLE CHTILD HAS RESIDED FOR AT LEAST
5 SIX MONTHS, WHICH NEED NOT BE CONSECUTIVE.

6 (3) THE REQUIREMENTS TO BE APPROVED AS A FOSTER PARENT

7 UNDER 23 PA.C.S. § 6344 (RELATING TO EMPLOYEES HAVING CONTACT
8 WITH CHILDREN; ADOPTIVE AND FOSTER PARENTS) .

9 "FAMILY FINDING." THE ONGOING PROCESS OF IDENTIFYING AND

10 ENGAGING EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS AND ADULTS WHO HAVE OR COULD

11 HAVE STGNIFTCANT, POSTITIVE CONNECTIONS WITH A CHTILD OR FAMILY

12 THAT HAS BEEN ACCEPTED FOR SERVICES IN ORDER TO:

13 (1) BUILD A NETWORK OF SUPPORT FOR THE CHILD AND THE

14 CHIID'S FAMTILY.

15 (2) PROMOTE POSITIVE, LONG-TERM CONNECTIONS FOR THE

16 CHILD.

17 (3) INCLUDE RELATIVES AND KIN IN SOCIAT SERVICE PLANNING
18 AND DELIVERY.

19 (4) WHEN NECESSARY, TDENTIFY A SAFE AND FAMILTAR

20 PLACEMENT FOR THE CHILD.

21 "FOSTER PARENT." AN INDIVIDUAL APPROVED BY A PUBLIC OR

22 PRIVATE FOSTER FAMILY CARE AGENCY TO PROVIDE FOSTER FAMILY CARE

23 SERVICES TO A CHILD WHO IS TEMPORARILY SEPARATED FROM THE

24 CHILD'S LEGAL FAMILY AND PLACED IN THE LEGAL CUSTODY OF AN

25 AGENCY.

26 "KIN." AN INDIVIDUAL 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WHO IS ONE OF

27 THE FOLLOWING:

28 (1) A GODPARENT OF THE CHILD AS RECOGNIZED BY AN
29 ORGANIZED CHURCH.
30 (2) A MEMBER OF THE CHIID'S TRIBE, NATION OR TRIBAL

20210HB1866PN3064 - 25 -
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ORGANIZATION.

(3) AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A SIGNIFICANT, POSITIVE

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CHILD OR FAMILY.

"PERMANENCY PIAN." A COMPREHENSTIVE PIAN FOR A CHILD IN OUT-

OF-HOME PLACEMENT THAT TS TINTENDED TO RESULT IN A PERMANENT HOME

AND FAMTLY RELATIONSHIPS FOR THE CHIID.

"PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIAN." A PERSON TO WHOM LEGAL CUSTODY

OF THE CHILD HAS BEEN GIVEN BY ORDER OF A COURT UNDER 42 PA.C.S.

S 6351 (A)(2.1).

"RELATIVE." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO TS:

(1) RELATED WITHIN THE FIFTH DEGREE OF CONSANGUINITY OR

AFFINTITY TO THE PARENT OR STEPPARENT OF A CHTILD.

(2) AT IEAST 21 YEARS OF AGE.

"SIBLING." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS AT LEAST ONE PARENT IN

COMMON WITH ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL, WHETHER BY BLOOD, MARRIAGE OR

ADOPTION, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT THERE IS A TERMINATION OF

PARENTAL RIGHTS OR PARENTAL DEATH. THE TERM INCLUDES BIOLOGICAL,

ADOPTIVE, STEPSIBLINGS AND HALF-STBLINGS.

"SUBSIDIZED PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP." A COURT-ORDERED

DISPOSITION OF A DEPENDENT CHILD UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 6351 (A7) (2.1)

FOR WHICH THE CHIID'S PERMANENT TEGAL CUSTODIAN RECEIVES A

MONETARY PAYMENT FROM THE COUNTY AGENCY PURSUANT TO A SUBSIDIZED

PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP AGREEMENT.

"SUBSIDIZED PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP AGREEMENT." A

WRITTEN AGREEMENT SIGNED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE COUNTY AGENCY,

OR A DESIGNEE, AND A PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIAN THAT SETS FORTH

THE TERMS AND SUBSIDY PAYMENTS FOR A SUBSIDIZED PERMANENT LEGAL

CUSTODIANSHIP.

"SUCCESSOR PERMANENT IEGAL CUSTODIAN." A RETLATIVE OR KIN WHO

MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

20210HB1866PN3064 - 26 -
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(1) WITH WHOM AN ELTIGIBLE CHILD RESIDES FOR ANY PERIOD

OF TIME.

(2) WHO HAS BEEN NAMED AS A SUCCESSOR IN A PERMANENT

LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP AGREEMENT EXECUTED BY AN ELIGIBLE CHIID'S

PREVIQOUS ELTGIBLE PERMANENT TEGAL CUSTODIAN.

(3) THE REQUIREMENTS FOR EMPLOYMENT IN CHILD-CARE

SERVICES AND APPROVAL AS A FOSTER OR ADOPTIVE PARENT UNDER 23

PA.C.S. § 6344.

"TRANSITION PLAN." A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR LEAVING FOSTER

CARE OR ANOTHER OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT AND SUCCESSFULLY

TRANSITIONING TO INDEPENDENT ADULTHOOD.

§ 7503. FAMILY FINDING REQUIRED.

(A) GENERATL RULE.--FAMILY FINDING SHATLL BE CONDUCTED FOR A

CHILD WHEN THE CHILD IS ACCEPTED FOR SERVICE AND AT LEAST

ANNUALLY THEREAFTER UNTIT THE CHIID'S INVOLVEMENT WITH THE

COUNTY AGENCY IS TERMINATED OR THE FAMILY FINDING IS

DISCONTINUED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (B).

(B) DISCONTINUATION OF FAMILY FINDING.--A COUNTY AGENCY MAY

DISCONTINUE FAMILY FINDING FOR A CHILD UNDER THE FOLLOWING

CIRCUMSTANCES:

(1) THE CHILD HAS BEEN ADJUDICATED DEPENDENT UNDER 42

PA.C.S. CH. 63 (RELATING TO JUVENILE MATTERS) AND A COURT HAS

MADE A SPECTFIC DETERMINATION THAT CONTINUED FAMILY FINDING

NO LONGER SERVES THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD OR IS A

THREAT TO THE CHILD'S SAFETY.

(2) THE CHILD IS NOT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF A COURT,

AND THE COUNTY AGENCY HAS DETERMINED THAT CONTINUED FAMILY

FINDING IS A THREAT TO THE CHIID'S SAFETY. A DETERMINATION

THAT CONTINUED FAMILY FINDING IS A THREAT TO THE CHIID'S

SAFETY MUST BE BASED ON CREDIBLE INFORMATION ABOUT A SPECIFIC
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1 SAFETY THREAT, AND THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL DOCUMENT THE

2 REASONS FOR THE COUNTY AGENCY'S DETERMINATION.

3 (3) THE CHTIILD IS IN A PREADOPTIVE PLACEMENT, AND COURT
4 PROCEEDINGS TO ADOPT THE CHILD HAVE BEEN COMMENCED UNDER 23
5 PA.C.S. PT. ITTI (RELATING TO ADOPTION).

6 (C) RESUMPTION OF FAMILY FINDING.--NOTWITHSTANDING THE

7 PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (B), A COUNTY AGENCY SHALL RESUME

8 FAMILY FINDING FOR A CHILD IF':

9 (1) THE CHILD IS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF A COURT AND
10 THE COURT DETERMINES THAT RESUMING FAMILY FINDING IS BEST
11 SUITED TO THE SAFETY, PROTECTION AND PHYSTCATL, MENTAL AND
12 MORAL WELFARE OF THE CHILD AND DOES NOT POSE A THREAT TO THE
13 CHTIID'S SAFETY; OR
14 (2) THE CHTILD TS NOT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF A COURT
15 AND THE COUNTY AGENCY DETERMINES THAT RESUMING FAMILY EFINDING
16 SERVES THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD AND DOES NOT POSE A
17 THREAT TO THE CHILD'S SAFETY.
18 (D) DOCUMENTATION.--THE FOLLOWING FAMILY FINDING INFORMATION

19 SHALL BE DOCUMENTED IN THE CHIID'S CASE PIAN:

20 (1) THE TECHNOLOGY AND PROCESSES USED TO IDENTIFY AND

21 ENGAGE RETLATIVES AND KIN.

22 (2) THE NAMES OF RELATIVES AND KIN THAT WERE IDENTIFIED.
23 (3) THE NAMES OF RELATIVES AND KIND THAT WERE CONTACTED.
24 (4) THE CHILD'S INPUT AND INVOLVEMENT IN FAMILY FINDING
25 EFFORTS.

26 (5) THE MANNER AND EXTENT TO WHICH IDENTIFIED RELATIVES
27 OR KIN WERE INCLUDED IN THE CHIILD'S CASE PLAN.

28 (6) IF APPLICABLE, THE REASONS FOR DISCONTINUATION OF
29 FAMILY EFINDING.

30 § 7504. PERMANENCY PILAN.
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(A) PERMANENCY PIAN.—--WHEN A CHILD IS SUBJECT TO AN ORDER

TRANSFERRING LEGAL CUSTODY UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 6351 (A) (2)

(RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF DEPENDENT CHTLD), THE COUNTY SHALL

DEVELOP A PERMANENCY PTLAN, PROVIDE, ON A CONTINUOUS BASTIS,

SERVICES TO SUPPORT THE SUCCESSEFUL EFFECTUATION OF THE

PERMANENCY PLAN AND DOCUMENT IN THE CHTILD'S CASE PLAN THE

SERVICES PROVIDED. A CHILD 14 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER SHALL HAVE

THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE

PERMANENCY PTLAN.

(B) PERMANENCY SERVICES.--THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL, ON AN

ONGOING BASIS, PROVIDE SERVICES TO:

(1) IDENTIFY POTENTTIATL PERMANENT PLACEMENTS FOR THE

CHILD, INCLUDING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY PTLACEMENT OPTIONS.

(2) PREPARE THE CHILD COGNITIVELY AND EMOTIONALLY FOR

PLACEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CHILD'S TIDENTIFIED

PERMANENCY GOAL.

(3) MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN SIBLING CONNECTIONS THROUGH

JOINT PLACEMENT OR FACILITATION OF VISITATION AND OTHER MEANS

OF COMMUNICATION.

(4) MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN OTHER IDENTIFTED SUPPORTIVE

CONNECTIONS.

§ 7505. TRANSITION PLAN AND SERVICES.

(A) TRANSITION SERVICES REQUIRED.--TIF A CHILD IS SUBJECT TO

AN ORDER TRANSFERRING LEGAL CUSTODY UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 6351 (A)

(2) (RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF DEPENDENT CHILD), THE COUNTY

SHALL:

(1) BEGINNING WHEN THE CHILD IS 14 YEARS OF AGE, PROVIDE

AGE AND DEVEILOPMENTALLY APPROPRTATE SERVICES TO HELP THE

CHILD PLAN AND PREPARE FOR EVENTUAL ADULTHOOD.

(2) BEGINNING NO LESS THAN SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE CHILD
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WILL BECOME 18 YEARS OF AGE, DEVELOP A TRANSITION PLAN IN

COLLABORATION WITH THE CHILD AND, AT THE CHTIID'S ELECTION,

OTHER SUPPORTIVE ADULTS.

(3) PRTIOR TO TERMINATION OF COURT JURISDICTION OF A

CHTIID 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, PROVIDE THE CHILD WITH ALL

RELEVANT DOCUMENTS, WHICH MAY INCILUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED

TO, THE CHILD'S BIRTH CERTIFICATE, SOCIAL SECURITY CARD,

DRIVER'S LICENSE OR STATE IDENTIFICATION CARD, HEALTH

INSURANCE CARD AND DIPLOMA OR GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

CERTIFICATE.

(4) PRIOR TO TERMINATION OF COURT JURISDICTION, PROVIDE

THE CHIID WITH A COPY OF THE TRANSTITION PLAN.

(B) TRANSTITION PLAN.--A TRANSITION PLAN SHATT INCLUDE:

(1) IDENTIFICATION OF OR DETATILED OPTIONS FOR A SUITABLE

PLACE OF INTENDED RESIDENCE.

(2) A LIST, WITH CONTACT INFORMATION, OF SUPPORTIVE

ADULTS AND FAMILY MEMBERS.

(3) IDENTIFICATION OF LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR

MENTORSHIPS AND CONTINUING SOCIAL SUPPORT.

(4) A PLAN OR DETATILED OPTIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT, JOB

TRATNING OR CONTINUING EDUCATION.

(5) DOCUMENTATION OF THE CHILD'S POSSESSION OF RELEVANT

DOCUMENTS OR, TIF THE CHIID DOES NOT HAVE POSSESSION OF THE

DOCUMENTS, AN EXPLANATION OF THE REASONS WHY THE CHILD DOES

NOT HAVE THE DOCUMENTS AND DETATLED INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW THE

CHILD MAY OBTAIN THE DOCUMENTS.

(C) TRANSITION DOCUMENT RETENTION.--THE COUNTY SHALL

DOCUMENT THE CHIID'S TRANSITION PLAN IN THE CHIID'S CASE PLAN

AND SHATTL RETATN ELECTRONIC COPTES OF THE TRANSITION PLAN AND

ALL RELEVANT DOCUMENTS FOR NO LESS THAN FIVE YEARS AFTER
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TERMINATION OF COURT JURISDICTION.

§ 7506. DATA COLLECTION TO IMPROVE PERMANENCY OUTCOMES.

THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL SUBMIT TO THE DEPARTMENT THE

FOLLOWING DATA FOR A CHILD 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AT THE TIME

THE COURT TERMINATES JURISDICTION OVER THE CHILD:

1 AGE.
(2) GENDER.
(3) RACE.

(4) PERMANENCY GOAL.

(5) WHETHER PERMANENCY GOAL WAS ACHIEVED.

(6) WHETHER THE CHILD REQUESTED RESUMPTION OF

JURISDICTION.

(7) WHETHER THE COURT GRANTED RESUMPTION OF

JURISDICTION.

(8) THE NUMBER OF PLACEMENTS IN THE PRIOR YEAR.

(9) WHETHER THE CHILD HAD AN TIDENTIFIED PLACE OF

INTENDED RESTIDENCE.

(10) WHETHER THE CHILD

HAD

INCOME THROUGH EMPLOYMENT.

(11) WHETHER THE CHILD

HAD

INCOME THROUGH A PUBLIC

BENEFIT.

(12) WHETHER THE CHILD

HAD

AT TLEAST TWO IDENTIFTED

SUPPORTIVE ADULT CONNECTIONS.

(13) WHETHER THE CHILD

HAD

CONTACT WITH STIBLINGS.

(14) WHETHER THE CHILD

HAD

CONTACT WITH BIOLOGICAL

PARENTS.

(15) WHETHER THE CHILD

GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL.

(16) WHETHER THE CHILD

RECEIVED A GENERAL EDUCATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT CERTTIFTICATION.

(17) WHETHER THE CHILD

WAS

A PARENT OR EXPECTANT PARENT.

(18) WHETHER THE CHILD

WAS

ENROLLED IN A PROGRAM OF
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POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION OR TRAINING.

(19) WHETHER THE CHILD HAD COMPLETED AT LEAST TWO YEARS

IN A PROGRAM OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION OR TRAINING.

(20) WHETHER THE CHILD WAS ENROLLED IN MEDICATD.

(21) WHETHER THE CHILD WAS GIVEN A PHYSTCAL COPY OF A

TRANSITION PLAN.

(22) WHETHER THE CHTILD HAD POSSESSION OF A BIRTH

CERTIFICATE, SOCIAL SECURITY CARD, STATE IDENTIFICATION CARD

OR DRIVER'S LICENSE, HEALTH INSURANCE CARD AND, IF NOT BORN

IN THE UNITED STATES, PROOEF OF VALTD IMMIGRATION STATUS.

§ 7507. KINSHIP CARE PROGRAM.

(A) ESTABLTISHMENT OF PROGRAM.--THE KINSHTP CARE PROGRAM IS

ESTABLTISHED TN THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) RELATIVE NOTIFTCATION.--EXCEPT IN STTUATIONS OF FAMILY

OR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL EXERCISE DUE

DILIGENCE TO IDENTIFY AND NOTIFY ALTL GRANDPARENTS AND OTHER

ADULT RELATIVES TO THE FIFTH DEGREE OF CONSANGUINITY OR AFFINITY

TO THE PARENT OR STEPPARENT OF A DEPENDENT CHILD AND EACH PARENT

WHO HAS LEGAL CUSTODY OF A SIBLING OF A DEPENDENT CHILD WITHIN

30 DAYS OF THE CHIID'S REMOVAIL FROM THE CHIID'S HOME TIF

TEMPORARY LEGAL AND PHYSTCAL CUSTODY HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE

COUNTY AGENCY. THE NOTICE MUST EXPLATIN ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) OPTIONS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE TAW AVATIABLE TO THE

RELATIVE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CARE AND PLACEMENT OF THE

CHILD, INCLUDING ANY OPTIONS THAT WOULD BE LOST BY FATILING TO

RESPOND TO THE NOTICE.

(2) THE REQUIREMENTS TO BECOME A FOSTER PARENT,

PERMANENT TLEGAL CUSTODIAN OR ADOPTIVE PARENT.

(3) THE ADDITIONAL SUPPORTS THAT ARE AVAITABLE FOR

CHTILDREN REMOVED FROM THE CHIILD'S HOME.
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(C) PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN.—-—-TF A CHILD HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM

THE CHILD'S HOME UNDER A VOLUNTARY PLACEMENT AGREEMENT OR TS TN

THE LEGAL CUSTODY OF THE COUNTY AGENCY, THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL

GIVE FIRST CONSIDERATION TO PLACEMENT WITH RELATIVES OR KIN. THE

COUNTY AGENCY SHATLL DOCUMENT THAT AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO PLACE

THE CHTILD WITH A RETLATIVE OR KIN. TF THE CHILD IS NOT PLACED

WITH A RELATIVE OR KIN, THE AGENCY SHALL DOCUMENT THE REASON WHY

THE PLACEMENT WAS NOT POSSIBLE.

(D) REGULATIONS.--THE DEPARTMENT IS AUTHORIZED TO PROMULGATE

REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS

CHAPTER. THE REGULATIONS SHALL INCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMITED TO,

THE FOLLOWING:

(1) RELATIVES AND KIN SHAILIL RECEIVE THE SAME FOSTER CARE

RATE AS OTHER FOSTER PARENTS TF THEY COMPLY WITH THE

REGULATIONS GOVERNING FOSTER PARENTS.

(2) FOSTER CARE PAYMENTS RECEIVED BY A RELATIVE OR KIN

WHO IS A FOSTER PARENT SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM CONSIDERATION

WHEN CALCULATING ELIGIBILITY FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.

§ 7508. SUBSIDIZED PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP PROGRAM.

(A) ESTABLTISHMENT OF PROGRAM.--THE SUBSIDIZED PERMANENT

LEGATL CUSTODIANSHTP PROGRAM IS ESTABTITSHED IN THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) IMPLEMENTATION.--THE DEPARTMENT SHATT ESTABLISH AND

DEVELOP CRITERIA AND IS AUTHORIZED TO PROMULGATE NECESSARY

REGULATIONS FOR COUNTY AGENCIES TO IMPLEMENT THE SUBSIDIZED

PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP PROGRAM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER. THE CRITERIA AND REGULATIONS SHALL

INCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMITED TO, IDENTIFTCATION OF ELIGIBLE

CHTILDREN AND ELTGTIBLE PERMANENT TLEGATL CUSTODIANS, PROCEDURES FOR

IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRAM AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS BY COUNTY

AGENCIES.
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§ 7509. PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP SUBSIDY AND

REIMBURSEMENT.

(A) AMOUNT.--THE AMOUNT OF PERMANENT LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP

SUBSTIDY FOR MATNTENANCE COSTS TO A PERMANENT TLEGAL CUSTODIAN OR

A SUCCESSOR PERMANENT TLEGAL CUSTODIAN SHATLTL NOT EXCEED THE

MONTHLY PAYMENT RATE FOR FOSTER FAMILY CARE IN THE COUNTY TN

WHICH THE CHILD RESIDES.

(B) COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REIMBURSE

THE COUNTY AGENCY FOR AT LEAST 80% OF THE COST OF A PERMANENT

LEGAL CUSTODIANSHIP SUBSIDY PAYMENT PROVIDED BY A COUNTY AGENCY

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER, PROVIDED THAT

THE COUNTY AGENCY COMPLIES WITH THE REQUIREMENTS ESTABLTISHED BY

THE DEPARTMENT.

CHAPTER 77

ADOPTION OPPORTUNITIES

SEC.

7701. DECLARATION OF PURPOSE.

7702. DEFINITIONS.

7703. REGULATIONS.

7704. ADOPTION OPPORTUNITY PAYMENTS AND REIMBURSEMENT.

§ 7701. DECLARATION OF PURPOSE.

THIS CHAPTER SHALL BE INTERPRETED AND CONSTRUED TO EFFECT THE

PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING AND PROMOTING THE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN

WHO HAVE DISABILITIES OR ARE HARD TO PLACE BY VIRTUE OF AGE,

SIBLING RELATIONSHIP OR ETHNICITY IN ADOPTIVE HOMES.

§ 7702. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER

SHATLT HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ADOPTION OPPORTUNITY." A SUBSTDY WHICH MAY INCLUDE:
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(1) MAINTENANCE COSTS;

(2) MEDICAL, SURGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPENSES; AND

(3) OTHER COSTS INCIDENT TO THE ADOPTION.

"CHILD." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO:

(1) IS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE; OR

(2) IS UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE AND ATTAINED 13 YEARS OF

AGE BEFORE THE ADOPTION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT BECAME EFFECTIVE

AND TS:

(I) COMPLETING SECONDARY EDUCATION OR AN EQUIVALENT

CREDENTIAL;

(IT) ENROLLED IN AN INSTITUTION THAT PROVIDES

POSTSECONDARY OR CAREER AND TECHNICAT EDUCATION;

(ITT) PARTICIPATING IN A PROGRAM ACTIVELY DESIGNED

TO PROMOTE OR REMOVE BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT;

(IV) EMPLOYED FOR AT LEAST 80 HOURS PER MONTH; OR

V) INCAPABLE OF DOING ANY OF THE ACTIVITIES

DESCRIBED IN SUBPARAGRAPH (I), (IT), (ITT) OR (IV) DUE TO

A MEDICAL OR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CONDITION THAT IS

SUPPORTED BY REGULARLY UPDATED INFORMATION IN THE

PERMANENCY PTLAN OF THE CHTIID.

"COUNTY AGENCY." THE COUNTY CHILDREN AND YOUTH SOCIAL

SERVICE AGENCY EXERCISING THE POWER AND DUTIES PROVIDED EFOR IN

SECTION 405 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 24, 1937 (P.L.2017, NO.396),

KNOWN AS THE COUNTY INSTITUTION DISTRICT LAW, OR ITS SUCCESSOR,

AND SUPERVISED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER ARTICLE IX OF THE ACT OF

JUNE 13, 1967 (P.L.31, NO.21), KNOWN AS THE HUMAN SERVICES CODE.

"ELTGIBLE CHILD." A CHILD IN THE LEGAL CUSTODY OF THE COUNTY

AGENCY WHERFE PARENTAL RIGHTS HAVE BEEN TERMINATED PURSUANT TO

THE PROCEDURE SET FORTH IN 23 PA.C.S. PT. TTI (RELATING TO

ADOPTION) AND WHO HAS BEEN IN FOSTER PLACEMENT FOR A PERIOD OF
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NOT LESS THAN SIX MONTHS AND SHOWN TO BE DIFFICULT TO ADOPT

BECAUSE OF A DISABILITY OR BY VIRTUE OF AGE, SIBLING

RELATIONSHIP OR ETHNICITY. A CHILD IN THE LEGAL CUSTODY OF AN

AGENCY APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE AN ELTIGIBLE CHIID TF

THE CHILD IS CERTTIFTIED AS ELTIGIBLE BY THE COUNTY AGENCY.

§ 7703. REGULATTIONS.

(A) DUTY OF DEPARTMENT.--THE DEPARTMENT MAY ESTABLTSH AND

DEVELOP CRITERIA AND PROMULGATE NECESSARY REGULATIONS FOR COUNTY

AGENCIES TO IMPLEMENT AN ADOPTION OPPORTUNITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER.

(B) CONTENT.--THE REGULATTIONS SHALL INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT

LIMITED TO, THE FOLLOWING:

(1) CRITERTA FOR TIDENTIFYING ELTGIBLE CHITDREN AND

ADOPTIVE HOMES.

(2) PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE ADOPTION OPPORTUNITY

PAYMENT .

(3) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS BY COUNTY AGENCIES.

§ 7704. ADOPTION OPPORTUNITY PAYMENTS AND REIMBURSEMENT.

(A) AMOUNT.--THE AMOUNT OF ADOPTION OPPORTUNITY PAYMENT FEOR

MATNTENANCE COSTS TO AN ADOPTIVE FAMILY SHALL NOT EXCEED THE

MONTHLY PAYMENT RATE FOR FOSTER FAMILY CARE IN THE COUNTY TN

WHICH THE CHILD RESIDES.

(B) COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REIMBURSE

COUNTY AGENCIES FOR AT LEAST 80% OF THE COST OF AN ADOPTION

OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY AGENCY UNDER THIS CHAPTER TIF

THE COUNTY AGENCY COMPLIES WITH THE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 7703 (RELATING TO

REGULATIONS) .

(C) LIMITATION.--NO PUBLTIC MONEY SHATLTL BE EXPENDED UNDER

THTS CHAPTER ON BEHALF OF AN EFLTIGIBLE CHTILD UNTIL ALTL AVATLABLE
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BENEEFITS UNDER EXTISTING OR FUTURE PRIVATE, PUBLIC, FEDERAL,

STATE OR LOCAL PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY

OTHER PROVISTION OF TLAW, ADOPTIVE FAMITLTES SUBSIDIZED UNDER THE

PROVISTIONS OF THTS CHAPTER SHALT NOT BE TLTABTE UNDER THE

PROVISIONS OF THE ACT OF OCTOBER 20, 1966 (3RD SP.SESS., P.L.96,

NO.6), KNOWN AS THE MENTAL HEALTH AND INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

ACT OF 1966, OR 23 PA.C.S. CH. 46 (RELATING TO SUPPORT OF THE

INDIGENT) IN THE EVENT THAT THE ADOPTED CHILD NEEDS SERVICES OR

ASSISTANCE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE IV OF THE ACT OF JUNE

13, 1967 (P.L.31, NO.21), KNOWN AS THE HUMAN SERVICES CODE, OR

UNDER THE PROVISTIONS OF THE MENTAL HEALTH AND INTELLECTUAL

DISABILITY ACT OF 1966.

CHAPTER 79

EARLY TINTERVENTTION SERVICES

SEC.

7901. (RESERVED) .

§ 7901. (RESERVED) .
CHAPTER 81
(RESERVED)

SECTION 11. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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