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AN ACT
Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in marriage license, further providing

for restrictions on issuance of license AND FOR ORAL <--
EXAMINATION.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Section—t+—Section1304{tb)r—ofFitte23of the Pennsytvania— <--
Consotidated—Statutes—isamended—to—read:
SECTION 1. SECTIONS 1304 (B) AND 1306 (B) OF TITLE 23 OF THE <--
PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:
§ 1304. Restrictions on issuance of license.

(b) Minors.--
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(1) No marriage license may be issued if either of the
applicants for a license is under [16 years of age unless the
court decides that it is to the best interest of the
applicant and authorizes the issuance of the license.

(2) No marriage license may be issued if either of the
applicants is under 18 years of age unless the consent of the
custodial parent or guardian of the applicant is personally
given before the person issuing the license or is certified
under the hand of the custodial parent or guardian attested
by two adult witnesses and, in the latter case, the signature
of the custodial parent or guardian is acknowledged before an
officer authorized by law to take acknowledgments. When the
minor has no guardian and a judge of the court is absent or
not accessible for any reason, the office issuing the license

may appoint a guardian pro hac vice for the minor.] 18 years

of age.

* k*  *

Seetionr—2—Fhis—act—shatt—takeeffect—in—60—days—- <--
§ 1306. ORAL EXAMINATION. <--

* K %

(B) EXCEPTION.--IF AN APPLICANT IS UNABLE TO APPEAR IN

PERSON BECAUSE OF HIS ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE OR BECAUSE THE

OFFICE OF THE REGISTER OF WILLS TS CLOSED DUE TO A STATE OF

DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARED BY THE GOVERNOR UNDER 35 PA.C.S. §

7301 (C) (RELATING TO GENERAL AUTHORITY OF GOVERNOR) OR A

DECLARATION OF JUDICIAL EMERGENCY UNDER ARTICLE V OF THE

CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA, A LAW OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, A RULE

OF COURT OR OTHER JUDICIAL ORDER BY THE SUPREME COURT OR ANY

AGENCY OR UNIT OF THE UNIFIED JUDICIAL SYSTEM EXERCISING A POWER

OR PERFORMING A DUTY UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 1721 (RELATING TO
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1 DELEGATION OF POWERS), THE APPLICANT SHALL BE PERMITTED TO

2 FORWARD AN AFFIDAVIT, WHICH VERIFIES ALL OF THE INFORMATION

3 REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (A), TO THE ISSUING AUTHORITY.

4 * k%

5 SECTION 2. THE AMENDMENT OF 23 PA.C.S. § 1306(B) SHALL BE

6 RETROACTIVE TO MARCH 18, 2020.

7 SECTION 3. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWS:
8 (1) THE AMENDMENT OF 23 PA.C.S. § 1304 (B) SHALL TAKE
9 EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.

10 (2) THE REMAINDER OF THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT

11 IMMEDIATELY.
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