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A RESOLUTION
Recognizing and paying tribute to the important role the coal
mining industry plays in the economy of this Commonwealth and
recognizing 2011 as a year in which there were no coal mining

fatalities in this Commonwealth and congratulating all those
who contributed to this significant achievement.

WHEREAS, The coal industry has played a significant role in
the history and vitality of this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the fourth-leading coal producing
state in the United States, mining 59 million tons in 2010 with
80% of this output from underground mines and the remainder from

surface mines and reprocessing sites; and
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WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania coal mining industry is a major
economic engine for this Commonwealth, creating 41,577 direct
and indirect jobs; and

WHEREAS, Coal has been and will continue to be the major fuel
of choice for electric generation, with 44.6% of the electricity
generated in the United States being produced by coal and coal
accounting for 48% of the total amount of electricity generated
in Pennsylvania in the past year; and

WHEREAS, While the use of coal has increased, advances in
technology have allowed it to be processed and utilized in a
cleaner and more environmentally friendly manner; and

WHEREAS, From 1979 to 2009, coal generation increased by 225%
while emissions of regulated pollutants decreased by 77%; and

WHEREAS, Coal mining is an inherently hazardous occupation
accounting for 21 fatalities in the United States in 2011; and

WHEREAS, In 2011, there were no coal mining-related
fatalities in this Commonwealth, which is a tribute to the
dedication of the men and women within the industry creating a
safer work environment; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize and pay
tribute to the important role the coal mining industry plays in
the economy of this Commonwealth; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize 2011 as
a year in which there were no coal mining fatalities in this
Commonwealth and congratulate all those who contributed to this

significant achievement.
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