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A RESOLUTION
Promoting youth suicide prevention education for all

administrative, teaching and counseling personnel in all
public and private high schools in Pennsylvania.

WHEREAS, In 2006, 2007 and 2008, there were 154 suicides in
Pennsylvania in which the victim was 20 years of age or younger
and an average of one suicide every week involved a high school
age victim; and

WHEREAS, In 2006, almost 1,100 Pennsylvania youth 15 to 19
years of age made a suicide attempt that required
hospitalization, indicating that an average of three older teens
are hospitalized because of a suicide attempt every day; and

WHEREAS, Suicide is the third leading cause of death for
young people in this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control's 2009 Youth Risk
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Behavior Surveillance Survey found that in the previous 12
months more than 13% of Pennsylvania high school students
seriously considered suicide, almost 10% planned suicide and
nearly 6% made a suicide attempt; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Youth Suicide Prevention Task
Force's Five Year Action Plan calls for suicide prevention
education for teachers and students by July 2012; and

WHEREAS, Signs of possible suicide risk or suicidal behavior
may affect school performance or be otherwise evident in the
classroom or other school settings; and

WHEREAS, Suicide is a preventable community health problem
among youth and other age groups; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage all of
the more than 1,000 public and private high schools and the 500
school districts in Pennsylvania to facilitate and further youth
suicide prevention education for all administrative, teaching
and counseling personnel in the 2010-2011 school year and every
two years thereafter, and that this eduction familiarize high
school personnel with the risk and protective factors for youth
suicide, the warning and danger signs, the common myths and
misconceptions of suicide and school and community resources

offering help to students at risk of suicide.
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