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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 20206 *%c”

INTRODUCED BY CONKLIN, BROWN, GOODMAN, HARHAI, BRIGGS, HOUGHTON,

SIPTROTH, READSHAW, M. O'BRIEN, K. SMITH, MURT, HARKINS,
BOYLE, FRANKEL, LENTZ, SOLOBAY, MELIO, BELFANTI, SANTONI,
MAHONEY, KORTZ, McGEEHAN, D. COSTA, BRADFORD, WHITE,

R. TAYLOR, MATZIE, DEASY, FABRIZIO, GEIST, GIBBONS,
YOUNGBLOOD, MARKOSEK, WAGNER, CALTAGIRONE AND MURPHY,
OCTOBER 6, 2009

AS

AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
MARCH 10, 2010
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial
schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto," IN SAFE SCHOOLS, FURTHER PROVIDING
FOR OFFICE FOR SAFE SCHOOLS; in terms and courses of study,
providing for dating violence education.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS AND DECLARES THAT:

(1) CRIMINAL ACTS COMMITTED AGAINST TEENAGERS BY OTHER
YOUNG PERSONS ARE A SERIOUS PROBLEM IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(2) MANY OF THE CRIMINAL ACTS TAKE THE FORM OF DATING
VIOLENCE.

(3) ON AUGUST 15, 2007, DEMI BRAE CUCCIA, A 16-YEAR-OLD
STUDENT AT GATEWAY HIGH SCHOOL IN MONROEVILLE, ALLEGHENY
COUNTY, WAS FATALLY STABBED 16 TIMES BY HER FORMER BOYFRIEND,
WHO THEN MADE AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO TAKE HIS OWN LIFE.

(4) THE 18-YEAR-OLD PERSON ARRESTED FOR THE BRUTAL
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ATTACK WAS CONVICTED OF FIRST DEGREE MURDER AND WAS SENTENCED
TO LIFE IN PRISON WITHOUT PAROLE.

(5) IN ORDER TO EDUCATE TEENS AND THEIR PARENTS
REGARDING TEEN DATING VIOLENCE, THE FAMILY OF DEMI BRAE
CUCCIA HAS ESTABLISHED THE DEMI BRAE AWARENESS ORGANIZATION.

(6) STUDENTS IN OUR SECONDARY SCHOOLS NEED TO BE
EDUCATED ABOUT THE DANGERS OF TEEN DATING VIOLENCE SO THAT
OTHER TEENAGERS WILL NOT HAVE TO SHARE THE SAME FATE AS DEMI
BRAE CUCCIA.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 1302-A(C) (7) OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949
(P.L.30, NO.14), KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949,
AMENDED OR ADDED JUNE 30, 1995 (P.L.220, NO.26) AND JULY 9, 2008
(P.L.846, NO.61), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTION 1302-A. OFFICE FOR SAFE SCHOOLS.--* * *

(C) 1IN ADDITION TO THE POWERS AND DUTIES SET FORTH UNDER
SUBSECTION (A), THE OFFICE IS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE TARGETED GRANTS
TO SCHOOLS TO FUND PROGRAMS WHICH ADDRESS SCHOOL VIOLENCE,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

x ox

(7) DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF RESEARCH-BASED
VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS RISK FACTORS TO REDUCE
INCIDENTS OF PROBLEM BEHAVIORS AMONG STUDENTS INCLUDING, BUT NOT

LIMITED TO, BULLYING AND DATING VIOLENCE.

*x Kx  %

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ:
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1 Section 1526. Dating Violence Education.-—-—(a) The

2 department, THROUGH ITS OFFICE FOR SAFE SCHOOLS, shall develop a €«

3 model dating violence policy to assist school districts in

4 developing policies for dating violence reporting and response.

5 THE DEPARTMENT, THROUGH ITS OFFICE FOR SAFE SCHOOLS, SHALL €

6 CONSULT WITH AT LEAST ONE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CENTER AND AT LEAST

7 ONE RAPE CRISIS CENTER IN DEVELOPING THE MODEL DATING VIOLENCE

8 POLICY. The model policy shall be issued within six months of

9 the effective date of this section.

10 (b) (1) (i) FEach school district shall establish a

11 specific policy to address incidents of dating violence

12 involving students at school within one vear of the effective

13 date of this section. Each school district shall verify

14 compliance with the department on an annual basis through the

15 annual school health report.

16 (i) The policy shall include, but not be limited to, a

17 statement that dating violence will not be tolerated, dating

18 wviolence reporting procedures, gquidelines for responses to

19 dating violence at school &wre, INCLUDING DESIGNATION OF THE <«

20 APPROPRIATE SCHOQL STAFF PERSON TO RECEIVE REPORTS OF INCIDENTS

21 OF DATING VIOLENCE, discipline procedures for students that

22 commit dating violence at school=x €«

23 H433) AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR AND RESQURCES AVAILABLE €

24 THROUGH DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAMS AND RAPE CRISIS PROGRAMS.

25 (ITI) NO SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL BE REQUIRED TO ESTABLISH A

26 NEW POLICY TF ONE EXTSTS ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION

27 AND REASONABLY FULFILLS THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION.

28 (IV) The policy shall be published in any school district

29 policy or handbook that specifies the comprehensive rules,

30 procedures and standards of conduct for students at school.
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(V) EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL MAKE THE DATING VIOLENCE

POLICY AVAILABLE ON ITS PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INTERNET WEBSITE, TF

AVATLABLE, AND IN EVERY CLASSROOM. EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL

POST THE POLICY AT A PROMINENT T.OCATION WITHIN EACH SCHOOL

BUILDING WHERE SUCH NOTICES ARE USUALLY POSTED. EACH SCHOOL

DISTRICT SHALL ENSURE THAT THE POLICY IS REVIEWED WITH STUDENTS

WITHIN NINETY (90) DAYS AFTER THE POLICY IS ADOPTED AND

THEREAFTER AT LEAST ONCE EACH SCHOOL YEAR.

(2) (i) A school district shall provide dating violence

training to all administrators, teachers, nurses and mental

health staff at the middle school and high school levels. Upon

the recommendation of the district superintendent, other staff

may be included or may attend the training on a volunteer basis.

(i1) The dating violence training shall include, but not be

limited to, basic principles of dating violence, warning signs

of dating violence, the school district's dating violence policy

afnd, appropriate responses to incidents of dating violence at

school AND SERVICES AND RESOURCES AVATILABLE THROUGH DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE PROGRAMS AND RAPE CRISIS PROGRAMS.

(1ii) The training shall be provided annually to all newly

hired staff deemed appropriate to receive the training by the

school's administration.

(IV) EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL CONSULT WITH EACH DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE PROGRAM AND EACH RAPE CRISIS PROGRAM THAT SERVES THE

REGION WHERE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IS LOCATED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DATING VIOLENCE POLICY AND FOR THE

COORDINATION OF THE CONTENT AND PROVISTION OF DATING VIOLENCE

TRATNING FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT EMPLOYES.

(3) A school district shall inform the students' parents or

legal guardians of the school district's dating violence policy.
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If reguested, the school district shall provide the parents or

legal guardians with the school district's dating violence

policy and relevant information. The school district mav provide

parent awareness training.

(4) (1) A school district shall incorporate dating violence

education that is age-appropriate into the annual health

curriculum framework for students in grades seven through

twelve. IN DEVELOPING ITS DATING VIOLENCE EDUCATION FOR

STUDENTS, EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL CONSULT WITH EACH DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE PROGRAM AND EACH RAPE CRISIS PROGRAM THAT SERVES THE

REGION WHERE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IS LOCATED.

(11i) Dating violence education shall include, but not be

limited to, defining dating violence and recognizing dating

violence warning signs are, characteristics of healthy

relationships, INFORMATION REGARDING PEER SUPPORT AND THE ROLE

FRIENDS AND PEERS HAVE IN ADDRESSING DATING VIOLENCE AND CONTACT

INFORMATION FOR AND THE SERVICES AND RESOURCES AVAILABLE THROUGH

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CENTERS AND RAPE CRISIS CENTERS, INCLUDING

DETATLED INFORMATION CONCERNING SAFETY PLANNING, AVAILABILITY

AND ENFORCEMENT OF PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ORDERS AND THE

AVATTABILITY OF OTHER SERVICES AND ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENTS AND

THEIR FAMILIES. The school district shall also provide students

with the school district's dating violence policy.

(ITI) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, THROUGH ITS OFFICE FOR

SAFE SCHOOLS, IN CONSULTATION WITH AT TEAST ONE DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE CENTER AND AT LEAST ONE RAPE CRISIS CENTER, SHALL

PROVIDE SCHOOL ENTITIES WITH EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS REGARDING

DATING VIOLENCE AND SHATLTL PREPARE MODEL GRADE-APPROPRTIATE TOPICS

RELATING TO DATING VIOLENCE AND HEATTHY RETATTONSHTIPS FOR THE

PURPOSE OF ASSISTING SCHOOL ENTITIES IN PREPARING AN
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INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM ON DATING VIOLENCE.

(c) Upon written request to the school principal, a parent

or legal guardian of a student who is under eighteen (18) vears

of age, within a reasonable period of time after the reguest is

made, shall be permitted to examine the dating violence

education program instruction materials at the school in which

the student is enrolled.

(d) This section shall not be construed as preventing a

person from seeking judicial relief from dating violence under

any other law or as establishing or modifving any civil

liapbility.

(e) As used in this section, the following words and phrases

shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection:

"At school" shall mean on school property as defined in

section 1301-A.

"Dating partner" shall mean a person, regardless of gender,

involved in an intimate relationship with another person,

primarily characterized by the expectation of affectionate

involvement, whether casual, serious or long-term.

"Dating violence" shall mean behavior where one person uses

threats of, or actually uses, physical, sexual, verbal or

emotional abuse to control the person's dating partner.

"Department" shall mean the Department of Education of the

Commonwealth.

"DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CENTER" SHALL HAVE THE MEANING SPECIFIED

IN SECTION 2333 OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO.175),

KNOWN AS "THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1929."

"DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAM" SHAIT HAVE THE MEANING SPECIFIED

IN SECTION 2333 OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO.175),

KNOWN AS "THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1929."
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1 "RAPE CRISIS CENTER" SHALL HAVE THE MEANING SPECIFIED IN

2 SECTION 2333 OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO.175),

3 KNOWN AS "THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1929."

4 "RAPE CRISTS PROGRAM" SHAILT HAVE THE MEANING SPECIFIED IN

5 SECTION 2333 OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO.175),

6 KNOWN AS "THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1929."

7 Section 2 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2010, or

8 1immediately, whichever is later.
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