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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

4 Special Session No. 1 of
NoO. 2007-2008

| NTRODUCED BY RUBLEY, M SM TH, GECRGE, MOYER, BELFANTI, BOBACK,

BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE, DALLY, DePASQUALE, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, G NGRI CH, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HARPER
HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, KILLI ON, KULA,
LEACH, MANN, MCALL, MCEEHAN, Ml LHATTAN, MELI O, MJINDY,
MURT, NAILOR, D. O BRI EN, O NElILL, PALLONE, PETRI, PETRONE
READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROSS, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO,

SI PTROTH, Ml LVAINE SM TH, STEIL, STURLA, TANGRETTI, THOVAS,
TURZAI, VI TALI, WALKO, WATSON, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD,

YUDI CHAK, SCHRODER, SHAPI RO, BEYER, SAMUELSON AND WAGNER
SEPTEMBER 27, 2007

AS

REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND
ENERGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED
DECEMBER 12, 2007
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AN ACT

Requi ring the design, construction and renovati on of buil di ngs

that receive a State appropriation to conply with specified
energy and environnental buil ding standards.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Hi gh-

Perf ormance, State-Funded Buil di ngs St andards Act.

Section 2. Purpose.

The CGeneral Assenbly declares the purposes of this act as

foll ows:

(1) To pronote effective energy and environnent al

standards for construction, rehabilitation and mai nt enance of



1 buil dings in this Conmonweal t h.

2 (2) To optimze the energy performance of buil di ngs

3 t hroughout this Commonweal t h.

4 (3) To increase the demand for environnentally

5 preferable building materials, finishes and furnishings.

6 (4) To inprove environmental quality in this

7 Commonweal t h by decreasing the di scharge of pollutants from

8 bui | di ngs and their nmanufacture.

9 (5) To create public awareness of new technol ogi es that
10 can inprove the health and productivity of building occupants
11 by neeting advanced criteria for indoor air quality.

12 (6) To inprove working conditions and reduce buil di ng-
13 rel ated heal th problens.

14 (7) To reduce the Commonweal t h's dependence upon

15 i nported sources of energy through buil dings that conserve
16 energy and utilize local and renewabl e energy sources.

17 (8) To protect and restore this Commonweal th's natural
18 resources by avoi di ng devel opnent of i nappropriate building
19 sites.

20 (9) To reduce the burden on nunicipal water supply and
21 treatment by reduci ng potabl e water consunption.

22 (10) To reduce waste generation and to nanage waste

23 t hrough recycling and diversion fromlandfill disposal.

24 (11) To inprove the Commonweal th's capacity to design,
25 bui |l d and operate high-performance buil dings and, in doing
26 so, to create new jobs and contribute to econom c grow h.
27 Section 3. Definitions.

28 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

29 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the
30 context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"Building project.” The design, construction, renovation,
operation and nmai ntenance of any inhabited physical structure
and its associated project building site.

"Commercial interior fit-out.” Interior design and
installation by owners or tenants of new or existing office
space, typically exclusive of structural conponents and core and
shel | el enents.

" COMVONWEALTH AGENCY." A DEPARTMENT, BQARD, BUREAU
COW SSI ON OR AUTHCORI TY UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE GOVERNCR
AND AN | NDEPENDENT AGENCY

"Departnent."” The Departnent of General Services of the
Commonweal t h.

"Hi gh-performance building.” A building designed to achieve
i ntegrated systens design and construction so as to
significantly reduce or elimnate the negative inpact of the
built environnent.

“Major facility project.” Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) A State-funded new construction project in which the
building to be constructed is larger than 10,000 gross square
feet.

(2) A State-funded buil ding renovation project where the
State funding exceeds either 50% of the construction cost or
$500, 000 in State funds.

(3) A State-funded commercial interior tenant fit-out
project that is larger than 10,000 square feet of |easable
ar ea.

The term does not include a building, regardless of size, that
does not have conditioned space as defined by Standard 90.1 of
the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-

Condi tioning Engineers, referred to as ASHRAE 90. 1.
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"Renovation project.” A building project involving the

nodi fication or adaptive reuse of an existing facility.

hori | he iurisdioti Y Y
Conmmpnwealt-h—

"State-funded.” In reference to a building project, the term
refers to receipt of funds froma State appropriation.
Section 4. Standards.

(a) Mninmumcriteria.--The high-performance buil di ng
standards applicable to this act shall neet the foll ow ng
mnimumcriteria:

(1) Be consensus-based, as defined by the Ofice of
Managenent and Budget, Circular No. A-119, dated February 10,
1998.

(2) At a mninmum include perfornmance-based categories
or credits that will foster achievenent of the purposes set
forth under section 2(2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), (9) and
(10).

(3) Require docunentation, verifiable calculations or
t he equi val ent procedure to substantiate and support any
clai mmade relating to paragraph (2).

(4) Enploy third-party, postconstruction review and
verification for achievenent of certification.

(5) Have a track record of certified green buildings in
the United States.

(b) Level of perfornmance.--The performance required under
t he adopted hi gh-performance buil di ng standards shall be at or
above the | evel beyond the mininmumlevel required by the
sel ected standards.

(c) Energy Star ratings.--In addition to neeting the
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performance requirenments of the adopted high perfornance
bui | di ng standards, alH—State-funded—rajor—factty—profeets ALL
BUI LDI NG PRQJIECTS | NVOLVI NG BUI LDI NGS OMNED OR LEASED BY A
COVMONVEALTH AGENCY, | NCLUDI NG ALL STATE- FUNDED MAJOR FACI LI TY
PRQIECTS, are required to achieve an Environnental Protection
Agency Energy Star rating of 85 or above.

Section 5. Scope.

(A) FACILITIES ONMNED OR LEASED BY A COVWWONWEALTH AGENCY. - -
(1) ALL BU LD NG PROJECTS SHALL MEET OR EXCEED THE
prescri bed | evel of achievenent under the adopted high-

performance buil ding standard as set forth under section 4.

3} (2) The level of achievenent to be nmet under

par agraph (2> (1) shall be set forth in the regul ations

adopted by the departnent.

(b) State-funded major facility projects.--Wen the
departrent A COVMONVEALTH AGENCY issues funding, it shal
require the use of standards adopted under section 6 during the
desi gn and construction phase of the project. Each State-funded
maj or facility project shall neet or exceed the |evel of
achi evenent as set forth under section 4.

Section 6. Regul ations.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnent, in consultation with the

Departnment of Environmental Protection, shall devel op and issue

regul ations for conplying with this act. The purposes of the

20071H0004B0057 - 5 -

<—



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

regul ati ons shall be to:

(1) Adopt high-performance buil di ng standards sel ected
by the departnment, in consultation with the Departnent of
Environnmental Protection, fromanong accepted industry
standards neeting the criteria prescribed in section 4(a).

(2) Define reporting requirenents for State-funded
bui | di ng projects under this act.

(3) Define procedures and net hods for verifying
conpliance with the standards, as set forth in sections 4 and
5, in the design and construction of State-funded buil di ng
projects under this act.

(b) Amendnent.--The departnent, in consultation with the
Department of Environnmental Protection, may anend the
regul ati ons as necessitated by the energence of new or nodified
hi gh- performance buil di ng standards as defined under section 4.
Section 7. Report.

The departnent shall prepare and submt annually a report to
the chairman and the minority chairman of the Environnental
Resources and Energy Committee of the Senate and the chairmn
and the mnority chairman of the Environnental Resources and
Energy Conmmittee of the House of Representatives. The report
shall at a m ni mum i ncl ude:

(1) The nunber and type of buil dings desi gned and
constructed utilizing each of the rating systens recogni zed
under this act.

(2) The levels of certification of each building
desi gned, constructed or renovat ed.

(3) Actual savings in energy costs.

(4) A description of all potential environnental

benefits, including, but not limted to, water resources
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savings and the reduction of waste generation.

(5) Any conflicts or barriers identified which hinder
the effective inplenentation of this act.
Section 8. Mnitoring and eval uati on.

The departnent, in consultation with the Departnent of
Environnental Protection, shall develop and inplenment a process
to nonitor and eval uate the energy and environnental benefits
associated with each building project designed, constructed or
renovat ed under this act. The nonitoring and eval uati on of each
bui | di ng project shall comrence one year after the conpletion
and occupancy of the building project and continue for five
years thereafter
Section 9. Applicability.

This act shall apply as foll ows:

(1) The provisions of this act shall apply to al

proj ect design contracts initiated on or after the effective

date of this section.

(2) The provisions of this act shall apply to al

proj ect construction contracts initiated one year after the

effective date of this section.
Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect as foll ows:

(1) Section 5 of this act shall take effect in one year.
(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60

days.
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