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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 2068 %%

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, BAKER, DI NNI MAN, ERI CKSON, FERLO, FONTANA
KASUNI C, LAVALLE, MELLOW PI PPY, REGCOLA, RAFFERTY, ROBBI NS
STACK, STOUT, TARTAGLI ONE, WASHI NGTON, A. W LLI AMS5,
C. WLLIAMS, HUGHES, FOLMER AND EARLL, MARCH 31, 2008

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, MARCH 31, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2008 as "Child Abuse Prevention
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Each year nore than 1 million children in the United
States are docunented as the victins of child abuse, and at
| east 1,500 children die as a result, with children under four
years old accounting for 81% of the fatalities; and

WHEREAS, In 2006, 31 Pennsylvania children died as a result
of abuse and neglect and there were 4, 152 substanti ated cases of
abuse; and

WHEREAS, The danaging effects of child abuse include, but are
not limted to, school failure, alcohol and drug abuse and
physi cal and psychol ogical difficulties; and

VWHEREAS, Child abuse crosses all racial, econom c and
geogr aphi ¢ boundaries and has reached epi dem c proportions
across this nation and throughout this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly enacted the
Newborn Protection Act, or Safe Haven Law, in 2002; and
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WHEREAS, Twenty-ei ght of the 31 Pennsylvania children who
died in 2006 as a result of abuse and negl ect were under the age
of five years and 14 of the children were under the age of one
year; and

WHEREAS, More than half of the perpetrators in 2006 were
rel atives or househol d nenbers; and

WHEREAS, Child abuse can and nust be prevented and awar eness
raised so that famlies | earn they have access to comunity
resources which offer support, information and gui dance to help
stop or prevent abusive behaviors or conditions; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of Pennsyl vani ans in schools, soci al
servi ce agencies, churches and nei ghborhood groups throughout
this Cormonweal th are working hard to nurture and support the
victinms of child abuse and prevent future abuse; and

WHEREAS, In spite of the dedication and sacrifice of these
i ndi viduals, much nore still needs to be done to guarantee a
chi | dhood free of abuse and victim zation to every child in this
Commonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of April 2008
as "Child Abuse Prevention Month" in Pennsylvania; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Senate commend those persons who work to
treat and prevent child abuse in Pennsylvania and urge al
Pennsyl vanians to do their part in preventing the tragedy of

chil d abuse.
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