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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 204 55

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, BOSCOLA, WASHI NGTQN, COSTA, ERI CKSON,
RAFFERTY, RHOADES, C. WLLI AMS, BROME, WXZN AK AND STACK,
NOVEMBER 2, 2007

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, NOVEMBER 2, 2007
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to establish a
task force to enlist the help of know edgeabl e persons to
devel op educational materials to identify elderly persons at
risk for suicide and to identify barriers and ways to
surnmount barriers encountered by professionals and
nonpr of essional s in connecting at-risk persons wth

appropri ate resources.

WHEREAS, Senior citizens, especially senior males, who
experience nood di sorders, social isolation, divorce, w dowhood
and physical illness are at risk for suicide; and

WHEREAS, |In 2002 seniors conprised 12.3% of the popul ation
but accounted for 17.5% of all conpleted suicides; and

WHEREAS, Seniors succeed at suicide in one of every four
attenpts; and

WHEREAS, Every 95 minutes an elderly person succunbs to
sui ci de; and

WHEREAS, An estimated 77% of seniors who conmit suicide have
had contact with their primary care physicians within a year of

their suicide; and

VWHEREAS, An estimated 58% of seniors who conmt suicide have
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had contact with their primary care physicians within one nonth
of their suicide; and

WHEREAS, Seniors frequently have contact with health
prof essi onal s such as nedi cal and osteopat hi c physi ci ans,
physi ci an assistants, optonetrists, dentists and dental
hygi eni sts, nurses and nurse practitioners, podiatrists,
physi cal therapists, pharmacists, chiropractors, social workers,
speech and occupational therapists and audi ol ogi sts; and

WHEREAS, Very few health care professionals with specialized
education in geriatric nental health practice in this
Conmmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Senior citizens frequently have or have had cont act
with their peers in churches and in senior centers or contact
wi t h neal s-on-wheel s vol unteers, honme care and other direct care
wor kers, senior citizen advocacy groups and with area agencies
on agi ng; and

WHEREAS, As they performtheir daily functions, utility
wor kers and postal service workers nmay see signs of nental
distress in their senior custoners; and

WHEREAS, In the course of performng their |aw enforcenent
functions, police personnel may detect signs of nental distress
in elderly persons they encounter; and

WHEREAS, WMany signs of suicide may seem |ike comobn-sense
signs of nental distress; and

WHEREAS, Few people are equi pped to read these signs in a
manner whi ch woul d indicate that the elderly person is at
immnent risk for attenpting suicide; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
CGeneral Assenbly direct the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to

establish a task force of four menbers of the Senate and f our

20070S0204R1518 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

menbers of the House of Representatives to undertake a study to
devel op educational materials for health care professionals,
seniors' peers, providers of services to the elderly, senior
advocacy groups, honme care and direct care workers and utility,
postal services and police personnel to identify seniors at risk
for suicide; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the President pro tenpore of the Senate, the
Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves each appoint two nenbers to the task force; and
be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force be authorized to create an
advi sory commttee to assist the task force, to include
representatives of the foll ow ng groups:
(1) Health care professionals.
(2) Mental health advocacy groups.
(3) Counties which have inpl enented gatekeeper prograrns.
(4) Senior advocacy groups.
(5) Senior peer support groups.
(6) Meal s-on-wheel s vol unt eers.
(7) Senior center personnel.
(8) Area agencies on agi ng personnel .
(9) Uility postal service and police personnel;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force devel op educational materials
for professionals and nonprofessionals to identify seniors at
risk for suicide; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force identify barriers and ways to
surnmount barriers encountered by professionals and

nonpr of essional s in connecting at-risk persons with appropriate
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1 resources, including funding barriers; and be it further

2 RESCLVED, That the task force report findings and

3 recommendations to the General Assenbly no | ater than one year
4

foll owi ng the adoption of this resolution.
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