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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 171 =35

I NTRODUCED BY O PAKE, MJSTO, COSTA, FONTANA, FERLO, MELLOW
STACK, KITCHEN, LAVALLE, LOGAN, WOXZNI AK, WASHI NGTQN, BOSCCLA,
C. WLLIAMS, HUGHES AND RAFFERTY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2007

REFERRED TO BANKI NG AND | NSURANCE, SEPTEMBER 21, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the President of the United States and the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services to rescind certain State

Children's Health I nsurance Programrestrictions.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a becane a nodel for the nation on
Decenber 2, 1992, with the enactnent of the State's |andmark
Children's Health Insurance Program (CHI P) to provide quality
health care coverage to Pennsylvania children fromfam|lies who
earn too much noney to qualify for Medicaid but not enough noney
to afford private insurance; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Governnent followed suit in 1997 and
becanme a partner with the states in helping to insure uninsured
children with its enactnment of the Federal State Children's
Heal t h I nsurance Program and

WHEREAS, Mbre than 640, 000 Pennsyl vani a children, who
ot herwi se woul d have gone wi thout health care coverage, have
been hel ped by CHIP since its inception in 1992; and

WHEREAS, On COctober 23, 2006, the Pennsylvania Senate voted

50 to O to pass legislation (HB 2699), which becane Act 136 of
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2006, to expand Pennsylvania's Children's Health Insurance
Programto continue to provide free coverage to children from
famlies with i ncome bel ow 200% of the Federal poverty level, to
provi de subsi di zed coverage on a sliding scale to famlies
earni ng bet ween 200% and 300% of the Federal poverty |evel and
to provide "at cost” CH P coverage to famlies with income over
300% of the Federal poverty level; and

WHEREAS, Today, Pennsylvani a's expanded "Cover All Kids"
program which was inplenmented follow ng approval by the Federal
Government, provides quality health insurance coverage to nore
t han 164, 400 Pennsyl vani a children; and

WHEREAS, On August 17, 2007, Dennis Smith, Director of the
Center for Medicaid and State Operations of the Centers for
Medi care and Medicaid Services, issued a newrule to
Pennsyl vani a and other states that would i npose new restrictions
on CHIP eligibility and limt the scope of Pennsylvania' s "Cover
Al Kids" initiative; and

WHEREAS, CGeorge W Bush, the President of the United States,
has threatened to veto conpronise |egislation energing in
Congress that would reauthorize the Federal State Children's
Heal t h I nsurance Program (SCH P) and provide the states with
needed Federal support to responsibly help insure nore uninsured
children; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of Pennsyl vani a does hereby
menorialize the President of the United States and the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services to rescind the regul atory
SCHI P restrictions as enunciated in the August 17, 2007, letter
fromM. Dennis Smith of the Center for Medicaid and State
Operations to Pennsylvania and other states; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate of Pennsylvania respectfully urge
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the President not to veto conpronise |egislation that would

provi de the partnership Federal support states need to expand

heal th i nsurance coverage for nore children; and be it further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

t he Honorabl e George W Bush, the President of the United

States, at 1600 Pennsyl vani a Avenue NW Washi ngton, DC 20500, to

t he Honorable M chael O Leavitt, the Secretary of the United

St at es Departnent of Health and Human Services, 200 | ndependence
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Avenue SW Washi ngton, DC 20201, and to all of Pennsylvania's
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representatives in the United States Senate and the United
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St at es House of Representatives.
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