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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of May 2007 as "Foster Care Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Fam lies are the primary source of |ove, identity,
sel f-esteem and support and the very foundation of our
comunities and our State; and

VWHEREAS, In this Commonweal th there are 20,925 children and
youths in foster care; and

WHEREAS, Foster famlies provide safe, secure and stable
homes, conpassion and nurturing; and

WHEREAS, Sone 54. 4% of children with State agency invol venent
in fiscal year 2005 were adopted by their foster parents, and
12. 3% were adopted by relatives; and

VWHEREAS, There are nore than 556,000 children in foster care
in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Foster famlies open their honmes and hearts to

chil dren whose famlies are in crisis, helping children and
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fam lies heal and reconnect and | aunching children into
successful adul t hood; and

WHEREAS, O the young people leaving the foster care system
59.5% were reunified with their birth parents or primry
caregivers; and

WHEREAS, Dedicated foster famlies frequently adopt foster
children, resulting in a greater need for nore foster famlies;
and

WHEREAS, During the nonth of May the spotlight shines on the
children and teens, the foster famlies and the dedicated child
wel fare professionals who nake foster care work; and

WHEREAS, During the nonth of May we have an opportunity to
change the public perception that children in foster care are
the responsibility of sonmeone el se; and

VWHEREAS, "National Foster Care Month" honors children and
youths in foster care and their foster famlies; and

WHEREAS, "National Foster Care Month" raises public awareness
of the need for nore foster famlies, the need to keep siblings
in foster care together and the need to keep children in foster
care in their own comunities and schools; and

WHEREAS, CQur priorities nmust include recruiting and training
nore foster parents, keeping children connected to their
extended famly and supporting the foster famlies we have; and

WHEREAS, More public attention and resources nust be focused
on those children in foster care who "age out"” of the system
and

WHEREAS, Nunerous individuals, public and private
organi zations work tirelessly to increase public awareness of
the needs of children in and | eaving foster care; therefore be

it
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RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of May 2007 as

"Foster Care Month" in Pennsylvania and urge all citizens to

1

2

3 change lives by sharing their hearts and opening their hones to
4 help children in foster care and by supporting foster parents

5

and child wel fare professionals.
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