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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1428 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MADI GAN, STOQUT, PILEGE, WOZN AK, RAFFERTY, FUMO,
MUSTO, RHOADES, WAUGH, STACK AND WASHI NGTON, JUNE 2, 2008

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 2, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 1, 1945 (P.L.1242, No.428), entitled
"An act relating to roads, streets, highways and bri dges;
amendi ng, revising, consolidating and changing the | aws
adm ni stered by the Secretary of H ghways and by the
Depart nment of Hi ghways relating thereto,” providing for
erection of traffic-control devices while working; and making
editorial changes.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 102 of the act of June 1, 1945 (P.L.1242,
No. 428), known as the State H ghway Law, is anmended to read:
Section 102. Definitions.--Wen used in this act, the
foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs:
(1) "State highway" shall nean and include all roads and
hi ghways taken over by the Commonweal th as State hi ghways under
t he provisions of any act of Assenbly. Unless clearly so
i ntended, the termshall not include any street in any city,
bor ough or incorporated town, even though the same nmay have been

taken over as a State highway.

(2) "Rural State highway systeni shall nean and include al



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

roads and hi ghways taken over by the Commonwealth as State

hi ghways under the provisions of the act, approved the twenty-
second day of June, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one
(Panphl et Laws, five hundred ninety-four), act nunber two
hundred three, entitled "An act establishing certain township
roads as State hi ghways; authorizing their construction,

mai nt enance, and i nprovenent under certain conditions and
restrictions; limting the obligation of the Comonwealth in the
construction of certain structures |ocated on such hi ghways;
conferring certain powers upon the Departnent of H ghways and
| ocal authorities, persons, associations and corporations for
sharing the cost of the maintenance and construction of such
hi ghways; and maki ng an appropriation to carry out the

provi sions of said act,” and its suppl enments and anmendnents, and
all other roads and hi ghways specifically designated as rural
St at e hi ghways.

(3) "Departnment” shall nmean the Departnment of [H ghways]

Transportati on of the Commopnweal t h.

(4) "Secretary" shall nmean the Secretary of [H ghways]

Transportati on of the Commopnweal t h.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 407. 1. Erection of Traffic-Control Devices Wile

Working.--(a) Any person performng any work on or near the

roadway whi ch may create hazards shall erect traffic-contro

devi ces in accordance with the rules and requl ati ons of the

departnent for the nmai ntenance and protection of traffic. The

requl ati ons of the departnent shall address the control of road

users through a work zone and shall be an essential part of

hi ghway construction, utility work, mai ntenance operati ons and

i nci dent managenent. All official traffic-control devices
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erected for mai ntenance and protection of traffic shall be

renoved as soon as practical if they are no | onger needed. |f

work i s suspended for short periods of time, official traffic-

control devices erected for the nmai ntenance and protecti on of

traffic shall be renpved or covered when they are no | onger

appropri at e.

(b) To the extent practicable, the | ength of the work zone

shall be appropriate to the work in progress so that notorists

do not increase speed after passing through a |long stretch with

no sign of work activity.

(c) To the extent practical, |ane restrictions in all work

zones shall be mninm zed to prevent traffic congesti on and

unsafe traffic conditions.

(d) |If the departnment determ nes that a contractor or any

subcontractor has failed to conply with specificati ons

prescri bed by the departnent for the control of traffic within a

work zone on a highway within this Commonwealth, a sum of not

| ess than one thousand dollars ($1,000) per day shall be

assessed as |i qui dated damages from npney due or to becone due

to the contractor

(e) (1) The use of trailer-nmounted portable traffic signals

shall be considered as an equal alternate to tenporary pol e-

mounted traffic signals for all departnent projects. Al traffic

signal systens shall conformto the guidelines set forth in the

Federal H ghway Adm ni strati on Manual on Uniform Traffic Contro

Devices. Pernits shall not be required for use of trail er-

nmount ed portable traffic signal systens. Any contractor seeking

toinstall a trailer-nounted portable traffic signal system

shall provide notice to the departnent within forty-ei ght (48)

hours of signal activation.
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(2)

The use of pedestal -nounted portable traffic signals

shall be considered an upgrade to all flagger and fl agger -

rel at ed

traffic control applications. The si gnal devi ces shal

be authorized for all daily traffic control applications and for

conti nuous operation over nultiple days. Pedestal - nount ed

portable traffic signals shall be authorized for use in the

fixed-tine, traffic-actuated or nmanual hand-control npdes. The

si gnal s

shall conformto the guidelines set forth in the Federal

H ghway

Admi ni strati on Manual on Uniform Traffic Contro

Devi ces.

Permts shall not be required for use of pedestal -

mount ed

portable traffic signals systens. Any contractor seeking

to install a pedestal -nobunted portable traffic signal system

shall provide notice to the departnent within forty-ei ght (48)

hours of signal activation.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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