HOUSE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1529. 1575 PRINTER S NO. 2159

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1147 %5

| NTRODUCED BY WASHI NGTON, FONTANA, HUGHES, MELLOW C. W LLI AMS5,

KI TCHEN, MJUSTO, WOX/ZNI AK, STACK AND COSTA, NOVEMBER 5, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 10, 2008
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dat ed Statutes, further—providingfor—information <—
i [ i — FURTHER <

PROVI DI NG | N CH LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES, FOR DEFI NI TI ONS, FOR
| MVUNI TY FROM LI ABI LI TY, FOR RELEASE OF | NFORVATI ON I N

CONFI DENTI AL REPORTS, FOR STUDI ES OF DATA | N RECORDS, FOR

I NVESTI GATI NG PERFORMANCE OF COUNTY AGENCI ES, FOR C Tl ZEN
REVI EW PANELS, FOR CHI LD ABUSE SERVI CES AND FOR REPORTI NG
AND PROVI DI NG FOR REPORT ON CHI LD ABUSE AND CRI M NAL HI STORY
I NFORVATI ON REQUI REMENTS.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SECTI ON 6303(A) OF TI TLE 23 OF THE PENNSYLVAN A
CONSCL| DATED STATUTES |'S AMENDED BY ADDI NG DEFI NI TI ONS TO READ:
§ 6303. DEFI NI TI ONS.

(A) CENERAL RULE. --THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED
IN TH S CHAPTER SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S
SECTI ON UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

* * %

"CH LDREN S ADVOCACY CENTER." A LOCAL PUBLIC AGENCY IN TH' S

COMVONVEALTH OR A NOT- FOR-PROFI T ENTITY | NCORPORATED IN THI' S

COMVONVEALTH WVHI CH:

(1) 1S TAX EXEMPT UNDER SECTI ON 501(C) (3) OF THE

| NTERNAL REVENUE CODE COF 1986 (PUBLIC LAW99-514, 26 U.S.C. 8§

501(Q)(3)): AND

(2) OPERATES WTHIN THI S COWWONVEALTH FOR THE PRI MARY

PURPOSE OF PROVI DING A CHI LD- FOCUSED, FACI LI TY- BASED PROGRAM

DEDI CATED TO COORDI NATI NG A FORVALI ZED MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY

RESPONSE TO SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE THAT, AT A M NTMJM ElI THER

ONSI TE OR THROUGH A PARTNERSHI P W TH ANOTHER ENTITY OR

ENTI TI ES, ASSI STS COUNTY_ AGENCI ES, | NVESTI GATI VE TEAMS AND

LAW ENFORCENMENT _BY PROVI DI NG SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG FORENSI C

| NTERVI EWS, MEDI CAL EVALUATI ONS, THERAPEUTI C | NTERVENTI ONS,

VI CTI' M SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY, TEAM CASE REVI EW5 AND A SYSTEM

FOR CASE TRACKI NG

20070S1147B2159 - 9 -
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* * %

"SUBSTANTI ATED CHI LD ABUSE." CH LD ABUSE AS TO WH CH THERE

IS AN | NDI CATED REPORT OR FOUNDED REPORT.

* * %

SECTION 1.1. SECTION 6318(A) COF TITLE 23 IS AMENDED TO READ:
§ 6318. |IMVMUNITY FROM LI ABI LI TY.

(A) CENERAL RULE. --A PERSON, HOSPI TAL, | NSTITUTION, SCHOQL,
FACI LI TY, AGENCY OR AGENCY EMPLOYEE THAT PARTI Cl PATES | N GOOD
FAI'TH I N THE MAKI NG OF A REPORT, WHETHER REQUI RED OR NOIT,
COOPERATI NG W TH AN | NVESTI GATI ON, | NCLUDI NG PROVI DI NG

| NFORVATI ON TO A CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM

TESTI FYI NG | N A PROCEEDI NG ARI SI NG QUT OF AN | NSTANCE OF
SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE, THE TAKI NG OF PHOTOGRAPHS OR THE REMOVAL
OR KEEPI NG CF A CHI LD PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 6315 ( RELATING TO
TAKI NG CHI LD | NTO PROTECTI VE CUSTCODY), AND ANY OFFI Cl AL OR
EMPLOYEE OF A COUNTY AGENCY WHO REFERS A REPORT OF SUSPECTED
ABUSE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORI TI ES OR PROVI DES SERVI CES UNDER
TH S CHAPTER, SHALL HAVE | MUNI TY FROM CI VIL AND CRI M NAL
LIABI LI TY THAT M GHT OTHERW SE RESULT BY REASON OF THOSE
ACTI ONS.

* x %

SECTI ON 2. SECTI ON 6340(A) OF TITLE 23 IS AVENDED BY ADDI NG
A PARAGRAPH TO READ:
§ 6340. RELEASE OF | NFORVATI ON I N CONFI DENTI AL REPORTS.

(A) CENERAL RULE. - - REPORTS SPECI FI ED I N SECTI ON 6339
( RELATI NG TO CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF REPORTS) SHALL ONLY BE MADE
AVAI LABLE TGO

* * %

(17) A MEMBER OF A CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY

REVI EW TEAM UNDER SECTI ON 6365(D) .

20070S1147B2159 - 10 -
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* * %

SECTION 2.1. SECTION 6342 OF TITLE 23 | S AMENDED TO READ:
§ 6342. STUDI ES OF DATA I N RECORDS.
(A) STUDIES. - - THE DEPARTMENT MAY CONDUCT OR AUTHORI ZE THE

CONDUCTI NG OF STUDI ES OF THE DATA CONTAI NED | N THE PENDI NG
COWPLAI NT FI LE AND THE STATEW DE CENTRAL REGQ STER AND COUNTY
AGENCI ES AND DI STRI BUTE THE RESULTS OF THE STUDI ES. NO STUDY NAY
CONTAI N THE NAMVE OR OTHER | NFORVATI ON BY WHI CH A SUBJECT OF A
REPORT COULD BE | DENTI FI ED. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALLOW FEDERAL
AUDI TORS ACCESS TO NONI DENTI FI ABLE DUPLI CATES OF REPORTS I N THE
PENDI NG COMPLAI NT FI LE AND THE STATEW DE CENTRAL REQ STER | F
REQUI RED FOR FEDERAL FI NANCI AL PARTI CI PATI ON | N FUNDI NG OF
AGENCI ES.

(B) DATA FORM - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELCOP A DATA FORM TO

FACI LI TATE THE COLLECTI ON OF STATI STI CAL_AND DEMOGRAPHI C

| NFORVATI ON FROM A CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM

AND A COUNTY AGENCY, WVH CH CAN BE | NCORPORATED | NTO A STUDY

CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTIVENT.

SECTI ON 3. SECTION 6343 OF TI TLE 23 IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
SUBSECTI ON TO READ:
§ 6343. | NVESTI GATI NG PERFORVANCE OF COUNTY AGENCY.

* * %

(C) DEPARTMENT REVI EWS AND REPORTS OF CHI LD FATALITIES AND

NEAR FATALITIES. - -

(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONDUCT A CHI LD FATALITY AND

NEAR FATALITY REVI EW AND PROVI DE A WRI TTEN REPORT ON ANY

CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY, IF CH LD ABUSE | S SUSPECTED.

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUMVARI ZE:

(1) THE C RCUMSTANCES OF THE CHI LD S FATALITY OR

NEAR FATALITY;

20070S1147B2159 - 11 -
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(1)  THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF I TS REVI EW

(111) STATUTORY AND REGULATORY COVPLI ANCE BY THE

COUNTY AGENCY IN THE COUNTY WHERE:

(A)  THE FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY OCCURRED;, AND

(B) THE CHILD RESIDED WTHI N THE 16 MONTHS

PRECEDI NG THE FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY;

(1V) ITS FI NDI NGS; _AND

(V) RECOVIVENDATI ONS FOR REDUCI NG THE LI KELI HOOD OF

FUTURE CHI LD FATALI TI ES AND NEAR FATALI TI ES RESULTI NG

FROM CH LD ABUSE.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT'S CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY

REVI EW SHALL BE COVMENCED | MMVEDI ATELY UPON RECEI PT OF A

REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT A CHI LD DIED OR NEARLY DI ED AS

A RESULT OF SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

PROVI DE ASSI STANCE AND RELEVANT | NFORVMATION TO THE CH LD

FATALI TY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM AND ATTEMPT TO

COCRDI NATE | TS FACT- FI NDI NG EFFORTS AND | NTERVI EWS W TH THE

TEAM TO AVO D DUPLI CATI ON. THE DEPARTMENT' S CHI LD FATALITY OR

NEAR FATALITY REVI EW AND REPORT SHALL BE COMPLETED AS SOON AS

POSSI BLE BUT NO LATER THAN SI X MONTHS FROM RECEI PT OF THE

INITIAL REPORT OF THE CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY.

(3) PRIOCR TO COVPLETING I TS REPORT, THE DEPARTMENT NAY

RELEASE THE FOLLOW NG | NFORVATI ON TO THE PUBLI C CONCERNI NG A

CH LD WHO DI ED OR NEARLY DIED AS A RESULT OF SUSPECTED OR

SUBSTANTI ATED CHI LD ABUSE:

(1) THE IDENTITY CF THE CH LD.

(1) TFTHE CH LD WAS I N THE CUSTODY OF A PUBLIC OR

PRI VATE AGENCY, THE I DENTITY OF THE AGENCY.

(1I'1) THE IDENTITY OF THE PUBLI C OR PRI VATE ACENCY

UNDER CONTRACT W TH A COUNTY AGENCY TO PROVI DE_SERVI CES

20070S1147B2159 - 12 -
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TO THE CH LD AND THE CHILD S FAMLY IN THE CH LD S HOMVE

PRIOR TO THE CH LD S DEATH OR NEAR FATALITY.

(1V) A DESCRI PTI ON OF SERVI CES PROVI DED UNDER

SUBPARAGRAPH (I'11).

(V) THE IDENTITY OF THE COUNTY AGENCY THAT CONVENED

A CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EWTEAM W TH

RESPECT TO THE CHI LD.

(4) UPON COWPLETI ON CF THE REVI EW AND REPORT, THE

DEPARTMENT' S CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REPORT SHALL BE

MADE _AVAI LABLE TO THE COUNTY AGENCY, THE CHI LD FATALITY OR

NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM AND DESI GNATED COUNTY OFFICI ALS

UNDER SECTI ON 6340(A) (11) (RELATING TO RELEASE COF | NFORNVATI ON

I N CONFI DENTI AL_REPORTS). THE REPORT SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE,

UPON REQUEST, TO OTHER | NDI VI DUALS TO WHOM CONFI DENTI AL

REPORTS MAY BE RELEASED, AS SPECI FI ED BY SECTI ON 6340. THE

DEPARTMENT' S REPORT SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C,

BUT | DENTI FYI NG | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE

CONTENTS OF THE REPORT EXCEPT FOR DI SCLOSURE OF: THE | DENTITY

OF A DECEASED CH LD; IF THE CH LD WAS IN THE CUSTODY OF A

PUBLI C OR PRI VATE AGENCY, THE IDENTITY OF THE AGENCY; THE

I DENTI TY OF THE PUBLI C OR PRI VATE AGENCY UNDER CONTRACT W TH

A COUNTY AGENCY TO PROVI DE_SERVICES TO THE CH LD AND THE

CHLDS FAMLY INTHE CH LD S HOVE PRIOR TO THE CH LD S DEATH

OR NEAR FATALITY; AND THE I DENTITY OF ANY COUNTY ACGENCY THAT

CONVENED A CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVIEW TEAM I N

RESPECT TO THE CHI LD. THE REPORT SHALL NOT BE RELEASED TO THE

PUBLIC |F THE DI STRI CT ATTORNEY CERTI FI ES THAT RELEASE OF THE

REPORT NAY COVPROM SE A PENDI NG CRI M NAL | NVESTI GATI ON OR

PROCEEDI NG CERTI FI CATION BY THE DI STRICT ATTORNEY SHALL STAY

THE RELEASE OF THE REPORT FOR A PERI GD OF 60 DAYS, AT VWH CH

20070S1147B2159 - 13 -
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TIME THE REPORT SHALL BE RELEASED UNLESS A NEW CERTI FI CATI ON

IS MADE BY THE DI STRI CT ATTORNEY.

SECTI ON 4. SECTI ON 6343. 1(A) AND (B)(2)(11) OF TITLE 23 ARE
AVENDED TO READ:
§ 6343.1. CI TI ZEN REVI EW PANELS,

(A) ESTABLI SHVENT. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH A M NI MUM
OF THREE Cl TI ZEN REVI EW PANELS. THE DEPARTMENT MAY DESI GNATE A

CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM UNDER SECTI ON

6365(D) (RELATING TO SERVI CES FOR PREVENTI ON, | NVESTI GATI ON AND

TREATMVENT COF CHILD ABUSE) AS A CITIZEN REVI EW PANEL AS LONG AS

THE TEAM HAS THE CAPACITY TO PERFORM AS A CI TI ZEN REVI EW PANEL.

(B) FUNCTION. --THE PANELS SHALL EXAM NE ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG
* * %
(2) OTHER CRITERI A THE PANEL CONSI DERS | MPORTANT TO
ENSURE THE PROTECTI ON OF CHI LDREN, | NCLUDI NG
* * %
(I'') A REVIEWCOF CH LD FATALI TI ES AND NEAR
FATALI TIES[.], INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO A REVI EW OF

ANY CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY INVOLVING A CH LD I'N

THE CUSTODY OF A PUBLIC OR PRI VATE AGENCY WHERE THERE | S

NO REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE AND THE CAUSE OF DEATH

IS NEI THER THE RESULT OF CH LD ABUSE NOR NATURAL CAUSES.

* * %

SECTI ON 5. SECTI ONS 6365 AND 6367 OF Tl TLE 23 ARE AMENDED BY
ADDI NG SUBSECTI ONS TO READ:
§ 6365. SERVI CES FOR PREVENTI ON, | NVESTI GATI ON AND TREATMENT OF
CH LD ABUSE.

* * %

(D) CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM AND VRRI TTEN

20070S1147B2159 - 14 -



1 REPORT. --

2 (1) A CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM SHALL
3 BE CONVENED BY A COUNTY AGENCY | N ACCORDANCE W TH A PROTOCOL
4 DEVELOPED BY THE COUNTY AGENCY, THE DEPARTMENT AND THE

5 DI STRICT ATTORNEY IN A CASE WHEN A CH LD DIES OR NEARLY DI ES
6 AS A RESULT OF CH LD ABUSE AS TO VHICH THERE | S AN | NDI CATED
7 REPORT OR VWHEN THE COUNTY AGENCY HAS NOT MADE A STATUS

8 DETERM NATI ON W THI N 30 DAYS. THE TEAM NMAY CONVENE AFTER A

9 COUNTY AGENCY MAKES A DETERM NATI ON OF AN | NDI CATED REPORT

10 AND SHALL CONVENE NO LATER THAN 31 DAYS FROM THE RECEI PT OF
11 THE ORAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTNMENT COF THE SUSPECTED CHI LD

12 ABUSE. A COUNTY AGENCY IN THE COUNTY VWHERE THE ABUSE OCCURRED
13 AND | N ANY COUNTY WHERE THE CHI LD RESIDED WTHI N THE 16

14 MONTHS PRECEDI NG THE FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY SHALL CONVENE
15 A CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVIEWTEAM A TEAM SHALL
16 CONSI ST OF AT LEAST SI X | NDI VI DUALS WHO ARE BROADLY

17 REPRESENTATI VE OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE TEAM | S ESTABLI SHED
18 AND WHO HAVE EXPERTI SE | N PREVENTI ON AND TREATMENT COF CHI LD
19 ABUSE. W TH CONSI DERATI ON G VEN TO THE Cl RCUMGTANCES OF EACH
20 CASE AND AVAI LABILITY OF I NDI VI DUALS TO SERVE AS MEMBERS, THE
21 TEAM MAY CONSI ST OF THE FOLLOW NG | NDI VI DUALS:

22 (1) A STAFF PERSON FROM THE COUNTY AGENCY

23 (1) A MEMBER OF THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE OF THE

24 COUNTY AGENCY.

25 (I11) A HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL

26 (I'V) A REPRESENTATI VE OF A LOCAL SCHOOL, EDUCATI ONAL
27 PROGRAM OR CHI LD CARE OR EARLY CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

28 PROGRAM_

29 (V) A REPRESENTATI VE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OR THE

30 DI STRI CT ATTORNEY.

20070S1147B2159 - 15 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

THE

(M) AN ATTORNEY- AT- LAW TRAINED I N LEGAL

REPRESENTATI ON OF CHI LDREN OR AN | NDI VI DUAL TRAI NED UNDER

42 PA.C.S. 8 6342 (RELATING TO COURT- APPO NTED SPECI AL

ADVOCATES) .

(M) A MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL.

(MI1) A REPRESENTATIVE OF A CHI LDREN S ADVOCACY

CENTER THAT PROVI DES SERVI CES TO CHI LDREN I N THE COUNTY.

THE | NDI VI DUAL UNDER THI S SUBPARAGRAPH MUST NOT BE AN

EMPLOYEE OF THE COUNTY AGENCY.

(1 X) THE COUNTY CORONER OR FORENSI C PATHOLOG ST.

(X) A REPRESENTATIVE OF A LOCAL DQOVESTI C VI OLENCE

(XI) A REPRESENTATI VE OF A LOCAL DRUG AND ALCCHOL

(XI1) AN I NDI VI DUAL REPRESENTI NG PARENTS.

(XEI1) ~ANY I NDI VI DUAL VWHOM THE COUNTY AGENCY OR

CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM DETERM NES | S

NECESSARY TO ASSI ST THE TEAM I N PERFORM NG | TS DUTI ES.

(2) MEMBERS OF THE TEAM SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR ALL OF

FOLLOW NG

(1) MAINTAI NI NG CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF | NFORVATI ON UNDER

SECTI ONS 6339 (RELATI NG TO CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF REPCRTS)

AND 6340.

(1) PROVIDING AND DI SCUSSI NG RELEVANT CASE- SPECI FI C

| NFORVATI ON.

(1I'l') ATTENDI NG AND PARTI Cl PATING I N ALL MEETI NGS

AND ACTIVITIES AS REQUI RED.

(1V) ASSISTING IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPORT

UNDER PARAGRAPH (4) (V).

(3)  THE COUNTY AGENCY, I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROTOCOL

20070S1147B2159 - 16 -



1 AND N CONSULTATION WTH THE TEAM SHALL APPO NT_ AN

2 I NDI VI DUAL WHO IS NOT_AN EMPLOYEE OF THE COUNTY AGENCY TO

3 SERVE _AS CHAI RPERSON.

4 (4) THE TEAM SHALL PERFORM THE FOLLOW NG

5 (1) REVIEWTHE C RCUMSTANCES OF THE CHI LD S FATALITY
6 OR NEAR FATALITY RESULTI NG FROM SUSPECTED OR

7 SUBSTANTI ATED CHI LD ABUSE

8 (1) REVIEWTHE DELIVERY OF SERVI CES TO THE ABUSED
9 CH LD AND THE CH LD S FAM LY PROVI DED BY THE COUNTY

10 AGENCY_AND REVI EW SERVI CES PROVI DED TO THE PERPETRATOR BY
11 THE COUNTY_ AGENCY I'N EACH COUNTY VWHERE THE CHI LD AND

12 FAM LY RESIDED WTHI N THE 16 _MONTHS PRECEDI NG THE

13 FATALI TY OR NEAR FATALITY AND THE SERVI CES PROVI DED TO
14 THE CH LD, THE CH LD S FAM LY AND THE PERPETRATOR BY

15 OTHER PUBLI C AND PRI VATE COVMUNI TY AGENCI ES OR

16 PROFESSI ONALS. THI' S SUBPARAGRAPH | NCLUDES LAW

17 ENFORCEMENT, MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES, PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG
18 CH LDREN AND CHI LDREN W TH SPECI AL_NEEDS, DRUG AND

19 ALCOHOL PROGRAMS, LOCAL SCHOOLS AND HEALTH CARE
20 PROVI DERS.
21 (11'1) REVIEW RELEVANT COURT RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS
22 RELATED TO THE ABUSED CH LD AND THE CHILD S FAM LY.
23 (1V)  REVIEWTHE COUNTY AGENCY' S COVPLI ANCE W TH
24 STATUTES AND REGULATI ONS AND W TH RELEVANT PCLI CI ES AND
25 PROCEDURES OF THE COUNTY_ AGENCY
26 (VM) WTH N 90 DAYS OF CONVENING SUBM T A FI NAL
27 WRI TTEN REPORT ON THE CHI LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY TO
28 THE DEPARTMVENT AND DESI GNATED COUNTY OFFI Cl ALS UNDER
29 SECTI ON 6340(A) (11). WTH N 30 DAYS AFTER SUBM SSI ON OF
30 THE REPORT_TO THE DEPARTMENT, THE REPORT SHALL BE MADE

20070S1147B2159 - 17 -
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AVAI LABLE, UPON REQUEST, TO OTHER | NDI VI DUALS TO WHOM

CONFI DENTI AL REPORTS MAY BE RELEASED, AS SPECI FI ED BY

SECTI ON 6340. THE REPORT SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE

PUBLI C, BUT | DENTI FYI NG | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE REMOVED FROM

THE CONTENTS OF THE REPORT EXCEPT FOR DI SCLOSURE OF: THE

| DENTI TY OF A DECEASED CHI LD; IF THE CH LD WAS I N THE

CUSTODY OF A PUBLIC OR PRI VATE AGENCY, THE I DENTITY OF

THE AGENCY; THE IDENTITY OF THE PUBLI C OR PRI VATE ACGENCY

UNDER CONTRACT W TH A COUNTY AGENCY TO PROVI DE_SERVI CES

TO THE CH LD AND THE CHILD S FAMLY IN THE CH LD S HOMVE

PRIOR TO THE CH LD S DEATH OR NEAR FATALITY; AND THE

| DENTI TY OF ANY COUNTY AGENCY THAT CONVENED A CHI LD

FATALI TY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EWTEAM I N RESPECT TO THE

CH LD. THE REPORT SHALL NOTI_BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC | F

THE DI STRICT ATTORNEY CERTI FI ES THAT RELEASE OF THE

REPORT NAY COVPROM SE A PENDI NG CRI M NAL | NVESTI GATI ON OR

PROCEEDI NG CERTI FI CATION BY THE DI STRI CT ATTORNEY SHALL

STAY THE RELEASE OF THE REPORT FOR A PERI OD OF 60_DAYS,

AT VH CH TIME THE REPORT SHALL BE RELEASED UNLESS A NEW

CERTI FICATION I S MADE BY THE DI STRICT ATTORNEY. THE

REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) DEFI CIENCIES AND STRENGTHS | N:

(1) COWVPLI ANCE W TH STATUTES AND

REGULATI ONS; _ AND

(1) SERVICES TO CHI LDREN AND FAM LI ES.

(B) RECOVIVENDATI ONS FOR CHANGES AT THE STATE AND

LOCAL LEVELS ON:

(1)  REDUCING THE LI KELI HOOD OF FUTURE CHI LD

FATALI TI ES AND NEAR FATALITIES DI RECTLY RELATED

TO CH LD ABUSE AND NEG_ECT;

20070S1147B2159 - 18 -
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(1) MONI TORI NG AND | NSPECTI ON OF COUNTY

AGENCI ES; AND

(111) COLABORATI ON OF COMMUNI TY AGENCI ES

AND SERVI CE PROVI DERS TO PREVENT CH LD ABUSE AND

(E) RESPONSE BY DEPARTMENT. --WTHI N 45 DAYS OF RECEIPT CF A

REPORT OF A CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY UNDER SUBSECTI ON

(D), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVI EW THE FI NDI NGS AND

RECOMVENDATI ONS_OF THE REPORT AND PROVI DE A WRI TTEN RESPONSE TO

THE COUNTY_ AGENCY AND THE CHI LD FATALITY REVI EW TEAM OR NEAR

FATALI TY REVI EW TEAM THE DEPARTMENT' S RESPONSE TO THE REPORT OF

THE CH LD FATALITY OR NEAR FATALITY REVI EW TEAM SHALL BE MADE

AVAI LABLE, UPON REQUEST, TO OTHER | NDI VI DUALS TO WHOM

CONFI DENTI AL REPORTS MAY BE RELEASED, AS SPECI FI ED BY SECTI ON

6340. THE DEPARTMENT' S RESPONSE SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE

PUBLI C, BUT | DENTI FYI NG | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE

CONTENTS OF THE RESPONSE, EXCEPT FOR DI SCLOSURE OF: THE | DENTITY

OF A DECEASED CH LD; IF THE CH LD WAS IN THE CUSTODY OF A PUBLIC

OR PRI VATE AGENCY, THE IDENTITY OF THE AGENCY; THE I DENTITY OF

THE PUBLI C OR PRI VATE AGENCY UNDER CONTRACT W TH A COUNTY AGENCY

TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO THE CHI LD AND THE CHILD S FAMLY IN THE

CH LD S HOVE PRIOR TO THE CHI LD S DEATH OR NEAR FATALITY; AND

THE I DENTITY OF ANY COUNTY AGENCY THAT CONVENED A CHI LD FATALITY

OR NEAR FATALITY REVIEWTEAM IN RESPECT TO THE CH LD. THE

RESPONSE SHALL NOT BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC | F THE DI STRI CT

ATTORNEY CERTI FI ES THAT RELEASE OF THE RESPONSE NMAY COVPROM SE A

PENDI NG CRI M NAL | NVESTI GATI ON OR PROCEEDI NG. _ CERTI FI CATI ON BY

THE DI STRICT ATTORNEY SHALL STAY THE RELEASE OF THE REPORT FOR A

PERI OO OF 60 DAYS, AT WH CH TIME THE REPORT SHALL BE RELEASED

UNLESS A NEW CERTI FI CATION | S MADE BY THE DI STRI CT ATTORNEY.
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(F) CONSTRUCTI ON. --THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE

CONSTRUED TO ASSI ST I N THE | MPROVENMVENT OF SERVI CES DESI GNED TO

| DENTI FY AND PREVENT CHI LD ABUSE. THE PROVI SIONS SHALL NOT BE

CONSTRUED TO | MPEDE OR I NTERFERE W TH CRI M NAL PROSECUTI ONS OF

PERSONS VWHO HAVE COMM TTED CHI LD ABUSE.

§ 6367. REPORTS TO DEPARTMENT AND CORONER

* * %

(©) CH LD DEATHS AND NEAR FATALITIES. -- A COUNTY ACGENCY SHALL

| MVEDI ATELY PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT REGARDI NG | TS

I N\VOLVEMENT WTH THE CHI LD AND WTH THE CH LD S PARENT, GUARDI AN

OR CUSTODI AN VHEN A CHI LD DIES OR NEARLY DIES AND CH LD ABUSE | S

SUSPECTED. THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL | NFORM THE DEPARTMENT OF ANY

H STORY OF CHI LD PROTECTI VE OR GENERAL PROTECTI VE SERVI CES

PROVIDED TO THE CH LD PRROR TO THE CH LD S DEATH OR NEAR

FATALI TY AND OF SERVI CES PROVI DED TO OTHER CHI LDREN OF THE

CH LD S PARENT, GUARDI AN OR CUSTODI AN BY THE COUNTY AGENCY OR BY

COURT_ORDER. THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL | NFORM THE DEPARTMENT | F

THE CH LD WAS I N THE AGENCY'S CUSTODY AT THE TIME OF THE CH LD S

DEATH OR NEAR FATALITY. THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL PROVIDE THI S

I NFORVATI ON I N WRI TI NG ON FORMS PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT

WTH N 48 HOURS OF THE ORAL REPORT.

SECTION 6. WTH N 12 MONTHS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH' S
SECTI O\, THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE SHALL SUBM T A REPORT
TO THE GOVERNOR AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF CHI LD
ABUSE AND CRI M NAL HI STORY | NFORVATI ON REQUI REMENTS UNDER THE
ACT OF DECEMBER 18, 2007 (P.L.469, NO 73), ENTITLED "AN ACT
AVENDI NG TI TLE 23 (DOVESTI C RELATI ONS) OF THE PENNSYLVAN A
CONSCLI DATED STATUTES, FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR | NFORVATI ON
RELATI NG TO PROSPECTI VE CHI LD- CARE PERSONNEL. " | NFORMATI ON SHALL
I NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TGO
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1 (1) A SUMVARY OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER
2 18, 2007 (P.L.469, NO 73), ENTITLED "AN ACT AMENDI NG TI TLE 23
3 ( DOVESTI C RELATI ONS) OF THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED

4 STATUTES, FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO

5 PROSPECTI VE CHI LD- CARE PERSONNEL. "

6 (2) THE NUMBER OF APPLI CANTS FOR CHI LD- CARE SERVI CES,

7 DAY- CARE PROVI DERS AND FOSTER AND ADCPTI VE PARENTS AND ADULT

8 PERSONS VWHO RESI DE | N THEI R HOMES WHO ARE | MPACTED BY THE

9 REQUI REMENTS.

10 (3) FEES FOR FEDERAL CRI M NAL HI STORY RECORD CHECKS

11 (4) A DESCRIPTION OF THE ADM NI STRATI VE PROCESS FOR THE

12 ELECTRONI C TRANSM SSI ON OF FI NGERPRI NTS TO THE FEDERAL BUREAU
13 OF | NVESTI GATI ON FOR FEDERAL CRI M NAL HI STORY RECORDS

14 (5) ANY FI NDI NGS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS

15 SECTION 7. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | N 180 DAYS.
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