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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 869 %5~

I NTRODUCED BY BROMNE, ERI CKSQON, BOSCOLA, KASUN C, COSTA,
TOVLI NSON AND O PAKE, MAY 18, 2007

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MAY 18, 2007

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
2 act relating to the public school system including certain
3 provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
4 school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
5 laws relating thereto,” providing for a graduation rate
6 formul a.
7 The CGeneral Assenbly hereby finds and decl ares as fol |l ows:
8 (1) High schools play an integral role in preparing
9 students for college and work in the 21st century. It is of
10 critical inportance to the success of our econony, civic life
11 and assurance of equal opportunity that public high schools
12 provi de this preparation.
13 (2) Wthout accurate data regarding graduation rates it
14 is extrenely difficult to evaluate the efficacy of the
15 Commonweal th's system of public education. Better information
16 can lead to better policies and program i npl enentati on.
17 (3) Parents and comunity nenbers who are critical to
18 ensuring strong educational accountability are hanpered in

19 their efforts to inprove our schools if they do not have
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accurate data. It is of critical inportance that accurate
data be col |l ected, maintained, analyzed and publicly reported
by the Conmonweal th's education systemw th respect to high
school graduation rates.

(4) Existing data from i ndependent researchers indicates
t hat when graduation rates are di saggregated by racial and
et hnic groups, students with disabilities and students with
limted English proficiency, socioeconom cally di sadvant aged
students are experiencing particularly |low rates of high
school graduati on.

(5) The Commonweal th should be commtted to devel opi ng
and i nplementing a data systemw th uni que student
identifiers that can track students from ki ndergarten through
post secondary education and should al so be committed to
mai ntai ning a data and public reporting systemthat
accurately accounts for all students when cal cul ati ng hi gh
school graduation rates and infornms the public of progress
toward the goal of universal high school graduation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI'II-B

GRADUATI ON RATE FORMULA

Secti on 1301-B. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Board." The State Board of Educati on of the Commobnweal t h.
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"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Four -year cohort."

(1) A group of students who enter ninth grade together.

The termincludes a student who neets one of the foll ow ng:

(i) Transfers into the group during one of the

foll owi ng consistent with criteria devel oped by the

depart nent:

(A) The ninth grade of the group's first year in

hi gh school .

(B) The tenth grade of the group's second year

in high school.

(C) The el eventh grade of the group's third year

in high school.

(D) The twelfth grade of the group's fourth year

in high school.

(ii) |Is retained in a grade. Students retained in a

grade shall only be counted once as nenbers of their

origi nal cohort.

(iii) |Is enrolled in a general educati onal

devel opnent (GED) program

(2) The term does not include a student who neets one of

the foll ow ng:

(i) Dies before graduation.

(ii) Transfers out.

"Graduation rate." The percentage obtai ned from appl vi ng the

graduation rate fornul a.

"Graduation rate fornula." The nunber of students in a given

vear who graduate on time with a Pennsyl vani a hi gh school

di pl ona di vided by the nunber of first tine entering ninth
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graders four years earlier, with adjustnents to the denoni nat or

to account for transfers in and out of the system The term does

not include students who graduate on tine with a general

educati onal devel opnent (GED) or other certificate not

consi stent with Commonweal t h st andar ds.

"On tine." On or before the conclusion of a four-year

cohort's fourth year of high school. The termi ncl udes a seni or

sunmer session in a school district that offers seni or sunmer

sessi ons.

"Transfer out." A student who the school district confirns,

has enrolled in another high school or other educational program

fromwhich that student is expected to graduate, consistent with

criteria devel oped by the departnent. The term does not incl ude

a student enrolled in any of the foll ow ng:

(1) A general educational devel opnment (GED) program

(2) An alternative educati on programthat does not issue

or provide credits toward a Pennsyl vani a hi gh school di pl ona.

Secti on 1302- B. Pur pose.

The purpose of this article shall be to do all of the

(1) Initiate a process by which the Commonweal th may

achi eve the goal of collecting, maintai ni ng, anal yzi ng and

publicly reporting data relating to the graduati on rates of

students in public high schools as an essential step in

addr essi ng gaps i n educati onal achi evenent anong a di verse

student popul ati on.

(2) Explicitly delineate the duties and responsibilities

of the departnment and of school districts in regard to

par agraph (1).

Secti on 1303-B. Data col | ecti on.
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(a) Collection and reporting.--Begi nning on or before

Septenber 1, 2010, and each year thereafter, a school district

shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Collect, maintain and anal yze graduati on rates for

school districts and each school with a graduati ng cl ass, as

provided in departnment quidelines in the aggregate and

di saggregated by the subgroup cateqories |listed under section

1111(B) () (O (V) (I1) of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001

(Public Law 107-110, 115 Stat. 1425).

(2) Report the informati on required under paragraph (1)

to all of the foll ow ng:

(i) The public.

(ii) The departnent.

(b)Y Conpil ation.--Beqgi nning on or before January 1, 2012,

and each year thereafter, the departnent shall do all of the

(1) Conpile the infornmati on recei ved under subsecti on

(a)(1) and calculate a graduation rate for this Commonweal th

(2) Post the informati on obtained under this section for

each county on its publicly accessible Internet website in

t he aggregate and di saggregated by the subgroup cateqgories

|i sted under subsection (a)(2)(i).

Section 1304-B. Additional indicators.

(a) Devel opnent.--A school district and the departnent nay

devel op and i npl enent additional indicators to coll ect,

mai ntai n, anal yze and publicly report data regarding alternative

hi gh school conpl eti ons.

(b)Y Conparability.--The departnent shall ensure that the

i nformati on col |l ected under subsection (a) is conparable for

school districts in this Commonweal th.
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The departnment shall have the power and duty to do all of the

(1) Inplenent training for adnm ni strators and ot her

per sonnel responsible for coll ecting, nmaintaining, anal yzing

and publicly reporting data regardi nqg four-year cohorts and

graduati on rates.

(2) Inplenent a standard process for verifying the

accuracy of data.

(3) |Inplenent a public awareness canpai gn, i ncl udi ng

outreach to civic associ ati ons, conmmuni ty-based groups and

parent organi zati ons, and the solicitati on of suggesti ons and

communi ty support regarding the need for coll ecting,

mai ntai ni ng, anal yzi ng and publicly reporti ng accurate data

regardi ng four-year cohorts and graduati on rates.

(4) Provide technical support to the school districts

with collecting, maintaining, analyzing and publicly

reporti ng graduati on dat a.

(5 On or before January 1 of each year, report to the

Governor and the General Assenbly reqgarding all of the

(i) The inplenentation of this article.

(ii) Statistical analyses and data verification

processes devel oped under this article.

(iii) D screpancies discovered while collecting,

mai ntai ni ng, anal yzi ng and publicly reporting i nformati on

requi red under this article.

(6) Post the report required under this section on the

departnent's publicly accessible | nternet website.

30 Section 1307-B. Use of graduation rate for speci al popul ati ons.

20070S0869B1020 - 6 -



The departnment shall, upon conpletion of report under section

1303-B(b), use as the additi onal hi gh school indicator the

graduation rate, including permssible adjustnents as determnm ned

by the departnent and consistent with the No Child Left Behind

Act of 2001, that allows additional time for students with

disabilities, students with l[imted English proficiency and

ot her students when educationally appropri ate based on an

i ndi vidualized review of a student's pathway to graduati on.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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