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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 819 %5~

I NTRODUCED BY WONDERLI NG, ERI CKSON, WASHI NGTON, FUMO, RAFFERTY,
MELLOW FOLMER, C. W LLI AMS, BROWNE, MADI GAN, CORVAN AND
BOSCOLA, APRIL 27, 2007

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE,
APRI L 27, 2007
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AN ACT
Regul ating certain services provided by a nonresident physician.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Tel enedi ci ne
Act .

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Li censed physician.” An individual who has acquired a
license to practice nedicine under the act of October 5, 1978
(P.L.1109, No.261), known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice
Act, or the act of Decenmber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112), known as
the Medical Practice Act of 1985 or the equivalent thereof in

anot her jurisdiction.
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"Tel emedicine.” The electronic transm ssion of nedical data
bet ween a physician |ocated in this Comonwealth and a physi ci an
| ocated in another jurisdiction for purposes of interpretation,
consul tation, diagnosis or treatnent.

"Tel eradi ol ogy.” The electronic transm ssion of radiol ogical
i mges such as X-rays, CAT scans and simlar inages to allow
interpretation to be made at a renpte site. The term does not
i ncl ude consultation between a physician |located in this
Commonweal th and a physician | ocated in another jurisdiction for
whi ch conpensation is neither given nor expected.

Section 3. Medical license requirenent.

(a) License.--An individual who practices nedicine, whether
the person is located in this Conmonweal th or anot her
jurisdiction and who uses tel enedicine or teleradiology relating
to a patient in this Conmonweal th nust be a |icensed physician.

(b) Requirenents.--An individual who becones a |licensed
physician in this Conmonwealth in order to practice tel enedicine
or teleradiology nmust neet all requirenents applicable to
physi cians in this Comobnweal t h.

Section 4. Exceptions fromlicensure requirenent.

Not hing in this act shall apply to the follow ng health care
practitioners:

(1) A nedical specialist to whomthe care of the patient
does not transfer and who provides consultation upon request

to a licensed physician in this Conmonweal t h.

(2) A physician who provides consultation to a nedi cal
school or residency training program
Section 5. Sanctions.
A person who violates the provisions of this act shall be

subject to crimnal prosecution for the unlicensed practice of
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medi ci ne. A person who violates the provisions of this act shall
be subject to injunctions or other action authorized to prohibit
the continued practice of nedicine without a Iicense.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.

D20L35JS/ 20070S0819B0921 - 3 -



