PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 873 PRINTER S NO. 1719

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 776 %5

| NTRODUCED BY WONDERLI NG, TOMLI NSQON, PUNT, RAFFERTY, O PAKE
STOUT, WAUGH, M VH TE, FUMO, GREENLEAF, RHOADES, ERI CKSON
C. WLLIAMS, COSTA, LAVALLE, ROBBINS, MADI GAN, EARLL,
ARMSTRONG AND BROWNE, APRIL 23, 2007

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, JANUARY 29, 2008
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and

certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and

penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
thereto,” further providing for registration districts and

| ocal registrars' duties, FOR DEATH AND FETAL DEATH <—
REG STRATI ONS AND FOR REPORTS.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 303 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
No. 66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, anended
Cct ober 27, 2006 (P.L.1200, No.129), is anended to read:
Section 303. Registration Districts: Local Registrars'
Duties.--{a)r Local registrars shall performthe duties inposed <—

upon them by this act, under and subject to the supervision of
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the departnent. Local registrars shall transmt certificates and
transcripts to such places and at such tines as shall be

prescri bed by the departnment [and shall transmt, for a person
who was at | east eighteen (18) years of age at the tine of

death, a copy of the death certificate to the county board of

el ections of the county in which the person resided at the tine

of death].
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SECTION 2. SECTION 501 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JULY 9, 1971 <—

(P.L.213, NO 38), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 501. DEATH AND FETAL DEATH REG STRATI ON:
CERTI FI CATES TO BE FI LED. -- A CERTI FI CATE OF EACH DEATH OR FETAL
DEATH VWHI CH OCCURS I N THI S COVWONWEALTH SHALL BE FI LED W THI N
NI NETY- SI X (96) HOURS AFTER THE DEATH OR FETAL DEATH OR W THI N
NI NETY- SI X (96) HOURS AFTER THE FI NDI NG OF A DEAD BODY OR FETAL
REMAI NS. | N EVERY | NSTANCE, THE CERTI FI CATE SHALL BE FI LED PRI OR
TO THE | SSUANCE OF A PERM T FOR | NTERVENT OR OTHER DI SPCSI Tl ON
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OF THE DEAD BCODY OR FETAL REMAINS. THE PERSON | N CHARGE OF

| NTERVENT OR OF REMOVAL OF THE DEAD BODY OR FETAL REMAI NS FROM
THE REGQ STRATI ON DI STRI CT SHALL FI LE THE CERTI FI CATE W TH ANY
LOCAL REG STRAR OR THE STATE REG STRAR OF VI TAL STATISTICS, WHO

SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO | SSUE CERTI FI ED COPI ES OF SUCH DEATH.
SECTI ON 3. SECTION 504 OF THE ACT, AMENDED OCTOBER 27, 2006
(P.L.1200, NO 129), IS AMENDED TO READ:
SECTI ON 504. DEATH AND FETAL DEATH REGQ STRATI ON: PERM TS
CONCERNI NG DEAD BODI ES AND FETAL REMAINS. - - NO PERSON SHALL
DI SPOSE OF A DEAD BODY OR FETAL REMAI NS UNTIL A LOCAL REG STRAR
OR THE STATE REG STRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS | SSUES A PERM T FOR

DI SPOSAL. THE LOCAL REG STRAR OR THE STATE REG STRAR OF VI TAL

STATI STI CS SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO | SSUE THE PERM T AND MAY | SSUE
BLANK PRESI GNED PERM TS TO THE FUNERAL DI RECTOR ONLY. THE
FUNERAL DI RECTOR OR THE PERSON | N CHARGE OF | NTERVENT OR REMOVAL
SHALL, W THI N NI NETY-SI X (96) HOURS AFTER THE DEATH OR FETAL
DEATH OR W THI N NI NETY- SI X (96) HOURS AFTER THE FI NDI NG OF A
DEAD BODY OR FETAL REMAI NS, FILE W TH THE LOCAL REG STRAR A
CERTI FI CATE OF DEATH OR FETAL DEATH.

THE SEXTON OR OTHER PERSON | N CHARGE OF ANY PREM SES I N WHI CH
BODI ES ARE | NTERRED OR CREMATED SHALL NOT ALLOW THE | NTERVENT OR
CREMATI ON OF ANY DEAD BODY OR FETAL REMAI NS UNLESS A PERM T
| SSUED UNDER TH' S SECTI ON | S PRESENTED TO THE SEXTON. THE SEXTON
OR OTHER PERSON | N CHARGE OF THE PREM SES SHALL ENDORSE UPON
EACH PERM T PRESENTED TO THE SEXTON OR OTHER PERSON THE DATE OF
| NTERVENT OR CREMATI ON, OVER THE SEXTON' S OR OTHER PERSON S
SI GNATURE, AND SHALL RETURN THE PERM T SO ENDORSED TO THE LOCAL
REG STRAR OF THE SEXTON' S OR OTHER PERSON S DI STRI CT OR THE

STATE REAQ STRAR OF VI TAL STATISTICS WTH N TEN DAY FROM THE DATE

OF | NTERVENT OR CREMATI ON.
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SECTION 4. SECTION 801.1 OF THE ACT, AMENDED NOVEMBER 23,
2004 (P.L.909, NO 122), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 801.1. RECORDS: REPORTS TO COUNTY REGQ STRATI ON
COW SSI ONS. - - [ THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REPORT MONTHLY IN WRI TI NG TO
THE REGQ STRATI ON COWM SSI ON OF EACH COUNTY THE DEATHS OF
RESI DENTS OF SUCH COUNTI ES, EXCEPT RESI DENTS LESS THAN EI GHTEEN
YEARS OF AGE, FOR THE PRECEDI NG MONTH. SAI D REPORT SHALL CONTAI N
THE FULL NAME OF THE DECEDENT, H S OR HER LAST ADDRESS, THE DATE
OF HS OR HER BIRTH I F AVAI LABLE, AND THE DATE OF H S OR HER
DEATH.] THE DEPARTMENT SHALL TRANSM T MONTHLY TO THE DEPARTMENT

OF STATE AN ELECTRONI C FI LE CONTAI NI NG | NFORVATI ON ON ALL

RES|I DENT DEATHS, EXCEPT RESI DENTS LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF

AGE, FOR THE PRECEDI NG MONTH. THE ELECTRONIC FILE SHALL | NCLUDE,

AT AMN MM THE FULL NAME OF THE DECEDENT, GENDER, LAST

ADDRESS, THE DATE OF BIRTH | F AVAI LABLE, COUNTY OF RESI DENCE AND

THE DATE OF DEATH. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SHALL ENTER THI' S

| NFORVATI ON | NTO THE "SURE SYSTEM' AS DEFINED IN 25 PA.C. S. 8

102 (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS), OR A SIM LAR SUCCESSOR SYSTEM

VH CH SHALL BE USED BY THE COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTI ON FOR THE

PURPOSE OF PURG NG DECEASED | NDI VI DUALS FROM THEI R VOTER

REG STRATI ON ROLLS.

Section 2 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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