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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 563 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, RHOADES, KI TCHEN, RAFFERTY,
TARTAGLI ONE, BROMNE, BOSCOLA, O PAKE, COSTA, FONTANA,
C. WLLIAMS, LOGAN, WOZNI AK AND STACK, MARCH 20, 2007

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 20, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 15, 1986 (P.L.1595, No.175),
entitled "An act prohibiting hazing; and providing

penal ties,"” further defining "hazing"; and further providing

for enforcenment by institutions and school s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2 and 4 of the act of Decenber 15, 1986
(P.L.1595, No.175), known as the Antihazing Law, are anmended to
read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Hazing." Any action or situation which recklessly or
intentionally endangers the nmental or physical health or safety
of a student or which willfully destroys or renoves public or

private property for the purpose of initiation or adm ssion into

or affiliation with, or as a condition for continued nenbership
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in, any organi zati on operating under the sanction of or
recogni zed as an organi zation by an institution of higher

educati on or a secondary school. The term shall include, but not

be limted to, any brutality of a physical nature, such as

whi ppi ng, beating, branding, forced calisthenics, exposure to
the el enments, forced consunption of any food, l|iquor, drug or
ot her substance, or any other forced physical activity which
coul d adversely affect the physical health and safety of the

i ndi vidual, and shall include any activity which woul d subj ect
the individual to extrene nental stress, such as sleep
deprivation, forced exclusion fromsocial contact, forced
conduct which could result in extreme enbarrassnent, or any

ot her forced activity which could adversely affect the nental
health or dignity of the individual, or any willful destruction
or renoval of public or private property. For purposes of this
definition, any activity as described in this definition upon
which the initiation or adm ssion into or affiliation with or

conti nued nenbership in an organi zati on or_acceptance by ot her

nenbers of the organization is directly or indirectly

conditioned shall be presuned to be "forced" activity, the
wi |l lingness of an individual to participate in such activity
not wi t hst andi ng.

"Institution of higher education” or "institution." Any
public or private institution within this Commonweal th
authorized to grant an associ ate degree or higher academnc
degr ee.

"Secondary school" or "school." A day or residential school,

whet her public or nonpublic, which provides secondary educati on

in this Conmbnweal t h.

Section 4. Enforcenent by institution or school.
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1 (a) Antihazing policy.--Each institution or _school shal

2 adopt a witten antihazing policy and, pursuant to that policy,
3 shall adopt rules prohibiting students or other persons

4 associated with any organi zati on operating under the sanction of
5 or recognized as an organi zation by the institution or_school

6 fromengaging in any activity which can be described as hazing.
7 (b) Enforcenent and penalties.--

8 (1) Each institution or _school shall provide a program
9 for the enforcenent of such rules and shall adopt appropriate
10 penalties for violations of such rules to be adm nistered by
11 t he person or agency at the institution or _school responsible
12 for the sanctioning or recognition of such organi zations.

13 (2) Such penalties nmay include the inposition of fines,
14 t he wi thhol di ng of diplomas or transcripts pendi ng conpliance
15 with the rules or pending paynment of fines and the inposition
16 of probation, suspension or dism ssal.

17 (3) In the case of an organization which authorizes

18 hazing in blatant disregard of such rules, penalties may al so
19 i nclude recision of perm ssion for that organi zation to
20 operate on canpus or_school property or to otherw se operate
21 under the sanction or recognition of the institution or
22 school .
23 (4) Al penalties inposed under the authority of this
24 section shall be in addition to any penalty inposed for
25 violation of section 3 or any of the crimnal laws of this
26 State or for violation of any other institutional or school
27 rule to which the violator may be subject.
28 (5) Rules adopted pursuant hereto shall apply to acts
29 conducted on or off canmpus or school property whenever such
30 acts are deened to constitute hazing.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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