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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 479 %5

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLI AMS, FONTANA, BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, GORDNER
MUSTO, COSTA, WAUGH, FERLO, WASHI NGTON, EARLL, RHOADES AND
WOZNI AK, MARCH 29, 2007

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
MARCH 29, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 4, 1996 (P.L.911, No.147), entitled

"An act providing for registration requirenments for

tel emarketers and for powers and duties of the Ofice of

Attorney Ceneral,"” further providing for definitions and for

unl awful acts and penal ti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Decenber 4, 1996
(P.L.911, No.147), known as the Tel emarketer Registration Act,
is amended by adding a definition to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advocacy push poll." A paid tel ephone survey or

tel emarketing calling canpai gn conducted by a tel enarketer that

attenpts to sway public policy interests by referenci ng an

el ected Federal, State or |ocal official, candi date, qgroup of
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candi dates or political party if one of the foll owi ng appl y:

(1) The survey or canpaign fails to nake denographic

inquiries on a rel evant subset of the popul ati on consi st ent

with standard polling i ndustry practices.

(2) The tel emarketer does not coll ect or tabul ate survey

results.

(3) The tel emarketer prefaces a question regardi ng

support for or opposition to a candidate, political party or

Federal, State or |local elected official on the basis of an

untrue st atenent.

(4) The telemarketer incites the reci pient of the cal

to make personal contact to a Federal, State or |ocal el ected

official for the purpose of suppressing or changi ng the

voting position of the Federal, State or |ocal el ected

official on public policy matters.

* * %

Section 2. Section 5(a) of the act is amended by adding a

par agr aph to read:

Section 5. Unlawful acts and penalties.

(a) Acts enunerated.--The followi ng acts are prohibited:

* * %

(10) Contacting residential tel ephone subscribers in

this Commonweal th for the purposes of conducti ng an advocacy

push poll between the hours of 9 p.m and 8 a.m or failing

to disclose pronptly to any consuner during an advocacy push

poll all of the foll ow ng:

(i) The purpose of the call.

(ii) The nanme of the telenarketer or tel enarketing

busi ness and what issue the tel emarketer or tel emarketing

busi ness i s advocati ng.
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(iii) The nane of the individual or organi zati on

aut hori zi ng the advocacy push poll.

* * %
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Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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