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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 399 55

| NTRODUCED BY MUSTO, BOSCOLA, ERI CKSON, RAFFERTY, FONTANA,
STACK, WASHI NGTON, STOUT, COSTA, KITCHEN, FERLO, O PAKE,
BROWNE, KASUNI C, LAVALLE, WOZNI AK, DI NNI VAN, HUGHES AND
RHOADES, MARCH 13, 2007

SENATOR RHOADES, EDUCATI ON, AS AMENDED, APRIL 17, 2007

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M W N - O

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for accountability
grants.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 2599.2(B) AND (C) OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, <—
1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), KNOW AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949,
AVENDED JULY 13, 2005 (P.L.226, NO 46) AND JULY 11, 2006
(P.L.1092, NO 114), ARE AMENDED TO READ:

Section 2599.2. Pennsylvania Accountability Gants.--* * *

(b) The grant shall be used by a school district to attain
or maintain academ c perfornmance targets. Funds obtai ned under

this section may be used for any of the follow ng:



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(1) Establishing, maintaining or expanding a quality pre-
ki ndergarten programaligned with the current academ c standards
contained in 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4 (relating to academ c standards
and assessnent).

(2) Establishing, maintaining or expanding a quality full-
day ki ndergarten programaligned with the current acadenic
standards contained in 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4. Such prograns shall be
kept open for five hours each day for the full school term as
provided in section 1501. The board of school directors of a
school district may offer a full-day kindergarten programto
chil dren who are between four and six years ol d.

(3) Establishing, maintaining or expanding a cl ass size
reducti on program Such class size reduction program shal
appoi nt and assign a m ni num of one teacher for every 17
students or two teachers for every 35 students enrolled in a
ki ndergarten, first, second or third grade classroom All
t eachers appoi nted and assigned to teach kindergarten, first,
second or third grade shall be certified in accordance with 22
Pa. Code Ch. 49 (relating to certification of professional
personnel) or its successors. The departnent shall establish
gui delines to assure that no school district satisfies the
requi renents of this paragraph by making a reduction in, and
subsequent increase to, current teacher conplenent. For purposes
of this paragraph, the phrase "one teacher for every 17 students
or two teachers for every 35 students enrolled in a
ki ndergarten, first, second or third grade classroont shal
refer to the nunber of teachers conducting a class at any one
time in a classroom containing the applicable nunber of
students.

(4) Establishing, expanding or maintaining prograns that
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pronote the availability, coordination, integration and
utilization of social and health services, associated resources
and ancillary resources to neet the needs of children and
famlies in addressing issues that may serve to limt student
academ c achi evenent.

(5) Notwi thstanding the provisions of Article XV-C,
provi ding tutoring assistance during the normal school day and
hours of the school district, provided that the tutoring is in
addition to and does not interfere with a student's regularly
schedul ed classroominstruction tinmes and does not suppl ant
services required in a student's individualized education
program

(6) Inproving the academ c performance of subgroups
identified under section 1111(b) of the No Child Left Behind Act
of 2001.

(7) Establishing, expanding or maintaining progranms to
assist in the building of strong science and appli ed- know edge
skills.

(8) Providing additional prograns for continuing
pr of essi onal education that may include any of the follow ng:
training in mathematics, science and literacy-specific
curriculumand instructional strategies; training in school -w de
i mprovenent planni ng; anal ysis of student achi evenent dat a,

i ncludi ng student work and the inplications for classroom
practice; observing and studying exenplary school and cl assroom
practices; inplenenting school-w de prograns and cl assroom
managenent strategi es designed to inprove student conduct; using
technol ogy to boost student achi evenent; conducting transition
pl anni ng and curricul um ali gnnent across schools and grade

| evel s; or inplenenting secondary strategies to increase student
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engagenent and personalize | earning.

(9) Establishing, expanding or maintaining math and literacy
coaching progranms within schools to i nprove math and readi ng
i nstruction.

(10) Providing financial incentives to highly qualified,
tenured teachers to work in the nost academ cally chal |l enged
schools in a school district or providing financial incentives
to aid in the recruitnment of certificated teachers in
mat hemati cs, science, |anguage arts or English as a second
| anguage to work in the nost academ cally chall enged schools in

a school district.

(11) Providing such other prograns or activities that the
board of school directors of a school district determ nes are
essential to achieving or maintaining academ c performance
targets through the year 2014.

(12) ESTABLI SHI NG __EXPANDI NG OR MAI NTAI NI NG PROGRAMS FOR <—

I NSTRUCTI ON ON WORLD LANGUAGES I N THE ELEMENTARY GRADES, El THER

[N | MVERSI ON CLASSROOMS OR AS SEPARATE PERI CDS OF | NSTRUCTI ON

(13) ESTABLI SHI NG _EXPANDI NG OR MAI NTAI NI NG PROGRAMS TO

ENHANCE EDUCATI ONAL TECHNCLOGY, | NCLUDI NG THE ACQUI SI TI ON OF

LAPTOP COVPUTERS AND OTHER STATE- OF- THE- ART RESOURCES.

(14) ESTABLI SHI NG _EXPANDI NG OR MAI NTAI NI NG PROGRAMS TO

STRENGTHEN HI GH SCHOOL CURRI CULA BY CREATI NG Rl GOROUS COLLEGE

AND CAREER PREPARATORY PROGRAMS, | NCREASI NG ACADEM C

ACHI EVEMENT, OFFERI NG ADDI T1 ONAL ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES,

PROVI DI NG SCHOCOL- BASED COUNSELI NG, AND PROVI DI NG PROFESSI ONAL

DEVEL OPVENT.
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(15) ESTABLI SHI NG _EXPANDI NG OR MAI NTAI NI NG PROGRAMS TO

PROVI DE | NTENSI VE TEACHER TRAI NI NG, PROFESSI ONAL _ DEVEL OPMENT

OPPORTUNI TI ES AND TEACHI NG RESOURCES TO ELEMENTARY LEVEL SCI ENCE

TEACHERS.

(© (1) NO LATER THAN APRIL 10, 2004, AND APRIL 10, 2005,
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTI FY EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT OF THE GRANT
AMOUNT | T WLL RECEI VE UNDER SUBSECTI ON (D). NO LATER THAN APRI L
10, 2006, AND APRIL 10 OF EACH SCHOOL YEAR THEREAFTER, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTI FY EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT OF THE GRANT AMOUNT
I T WLL RECElI VE UNDER SUBSECTION (D. 1).

(1.1) FOR THE 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

NOTI FY EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE PROGRAMS AND ACTI VI TIES

AUTHORI ZED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) (12), (13), (14) AND (15) WTHI N

FI FTEEN (15) DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S PARAGRAPH.

(2) WTHN TH RTY (30) DAYS OF RECEI PT OF THE NOTI FI CATI ON
UNDER PARAGRAPH (1), THE SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL SUBM T TO THE
DEPARTMENT AN ACCOUNTABI LI TY GRANT PLAN. THE PLAN SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) REFERENCE TO THE PROGRAMS OR ACTI VI TI ES UNDER SUBSECTI ON
(B) FOR WHI CH THE GRANT FUNDS W LL BE USED.

(1) | DENTI FI CATI ON OF WHETHER THE GRANT FUNDS W LL BE USED
TO ESTABLI SH, MAI NTAI N OR EXPAND THE PROGRAMS OR ACTI VI TI ES
REFERENCED UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (1) .

(1) A BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROGRAMS CR ACTI VI TIES FOR
VWH CH THE GRANT FUNDS W LL BE USED.

(2.1) FOR THE 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR, A SCHOOL DI STRI CT THAT

PROPOSES TO USE THE GRANT FUNDS FOR A PROGRAM OR ACTI VI TY UNDER

SUBSECTION (B)(12), (13), (14) AND (15) MAY SUBM T AN AMENDED

ACCOUNTABI LI TY GRANT _PLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT W THI N THI RTY (30)

DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S PARAGRAPH. THE AMENDED PLAN
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SHALL | NCLUDE THE | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2).

(3) (I') WHERE THE ACCOUNTABI LI TY GRANT PLAN SUBM TTED UNDER
PARAGRAPH (2) PROPOSES TO USE THE GRANT FUNDS FOR A PROGRAM COR
ACTI VI TY UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) (11), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE
FI FTEEN (15) DAYS FROM THE RECElI PT OF THE PLAN TO DI SAPPROVE THE
USE AND NOTI FY THE SCHOCL DI STRICT OF THE REASON FOR THE
DI SAPPROVAL. W THI N THI RTY (30) DAYS OF THE RECEI PT OF NOTI CE OF
DI SAPPROVAL, THE SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL SUBM T A REVI SED
ACCOUNTABI LI TY GRANT PLAN UNDER PARAGRAPH ( 2).

(') WHERE THE ACCOUNTABI LI TY GRANT PLAN SUBM TTED UNDER
PARAGRAPH (2) PROPOSES TO USE THE GRANT FUNDS FOR A PROGRAM COR
ACTI VI TY UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) (11) AND THE SCHOOL DI STRICT FAILS
TO RECEI VE NOTI FI CATI ON FROM THE SECRETARY W THI N FI FTEEN ( 15)
DAYS OF RECEI PT THAT I TS REQUEST HAS BEEN DI SAPPROVED, THE
SCHOCL DI STRI CT MAY PROCEED TO | MPLEMENT THE PROPOSED PROGRAMS
OR ACTI VI TI ES.

(4) VHERE THE ACCOUNTABI LI TY GRANT PLAN SUBM TTED UNDER
PARAGRAPH (2) OR WHERE THE AMENDED ACCOUNTABI LI TY GRANT PLAN

SUBM TTED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2.1) PROPCSES TO USE THE GRANT FUNDS

FOR A PROGRAM OR ACTI VI TY UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) (1), (2), (3),
(4), (5, (6), (7), (8, (9 [OR. (10), (12), (13), (14) OR

(15), THE DEPARTMENT MAY, W THI N TH RTY (30) DAYS FROM THE
RECEI PT OF THE PLAN, MAKE NONBI NDI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR
ALTERNATI VE UTI LI ZATI ON OF THE GRANT FUNDS.

(5) NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 1, 2005, AND FEBRUARY 1 OF EACH
YEAR THEREAFTER, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE
MAJORI TY AND M NORI TY CHAI RS OF THE APPROPRI ATI ONS AND EDUCATI ON
COW TTEES OF THE SENATE AND TO THE MAJORI TY AND M NORI TY CHAI RS
OF THE APPROPRI ATI ONS AND EDUCATI ON COW TTEES OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES SUMVARI ZI NG THE OPERATI ON OF THE PROGRAM FOR
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THAT FI SCAL YEAR. THE REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) A DESCRIPTION OF THE OPERATI ON OF THE PROGRAM

(1) A SUMVARY OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF GRANT FUNDS PAID TO
SCHOCL DI STRI CTS.

(I'rr)y A SUMVARY OF THE USES OF GRANT FUNDS TO SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS.

(1'V) AN | DENTI FI CATI ON CF THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
THAT USED GRANT FUNDS FOR EACH OF THE PROGRAMS OR ACTI VI TI ES
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(V) A LISTING OF EACH SCHOCOL DI STRICT AND THE PROGRAM OR
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ACTI VI TY UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) FOR WHI CH THE GRANT FUNDS WERE

=
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USED.
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(V') AN | DENTI FI CATI ON CF THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS

H
o

THAT USED GRANT FUNDS TO ESTABLI SH, MAI NTAI N OR EXPAND THE
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PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY FOR WH CH THE GRANT FUNDS WERE USED.
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(M) A LISTING OF EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND WHETHER THE
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GRANT FUNDS WERE USED TO ESTABLI SH, MAI NTAIN OR EXPAND THE
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PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY FOR WH CH THE GRANT FUNDS WERE USED.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect +r—60—days <—
| MVEDI ATELY. <
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