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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 295 55

| NTRODUCED BY BROMWNE, BOSCOLA, FERLO, COSTA, RAFFERTY, ORI E AND
ERI CKSON, MARCH 9, 2007

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 9, 2007
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, providing for i1dling requirenents and penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
decl ares that the purpose of 75 Pa.C.S. Ch. 39 is to protect the
public health and the environnent by reducing em ssions while
conserving fuel and mai ntaining adequate rest and safety for al
drivers of diesel vehicles.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 75 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 39

| DLI NG REQUI REMENTS

Sec.

3901. Definitions.

3902. Requi r enent s.

3903. Auxiliary power units.
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3904. Penal ti es.

§ 3901. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Commerci al diesel vehicle." A commercial diesel vehicle

which is designed to operate on a hi ghway.

"H ghway." The termas it is defined under 49 CFR 390.5

(relating to definitions).

"Load and unl oad | ocation." A |location where conmerci al

di esel vehicles | oad or unl oad.

8§ 3902. Requi r enent s.

(a) Load and unl oad | ocations.--A | oad and unl oad | ocati on

owner may not allow a commerci al diesel vehicle to idle for a

period greater than 30 minutes while waiting to | oad or unl oad

at a |l ocation under the owner's control.

(b)Y Commercial diesel vehicles.--The follow ng shall apply:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (a) and paragr aph

(2), an owner or operator of a comerci al diesel vehicle nay

not allow a commercial diesel vehicle to idle for nore than

five mnutes in any 60-m nute peri od.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply when any of the

foll ow ng occur:

(i) A commercial diesel vehicle idles while forced

to remain noti onl ess because of on-hi ghway traffic, an

official traffic control device or signal or at the

direction of a |l aw enforcenent official.

(ii) A commercial diesel vehicle idles when

operating defrosters, heaters, air conditioners or if

equi pnent is being installed solely to prevent a safety
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or health energency, and not as part of a rest peri od.

(iii) A police, fire, anbul ance, public safety,

mlitary, other enmergency or | aw enforcenent vehicle or

any vehicle being used in an enmergency capacity idles

while in an energency or trai ni ng nnode and not for the

conveni ence of the vehicl e operator.

(iv) The primary propul sion engi ne idles for

mai nt enance, servicing, repairing or di agnosti c purposes

if idling is required for that activity.

(v) A commercial diesel vehicle idles as part of a

Federal or State inspection to verify that all equi pnent

is in good working order, if idling is required as part

of the inspection.

(vi) ldling of a prinmary propul sion engine is

necessary to power work-rel ated nechanical or electrical

operati ons other than propul sion. This exenpti on shal

not apply when idling is done for cabin confort or to

operate nonessenti al onboard equi pnent.

(vii) An arnored vehicle idles when a person renains

i nside the vehicle to quard contents or while the vehicle

is being | oaded or unl oaded.

(viii) A vehicle idles due to nechani ca

difficulties over which the driver has no control, if the

vehi cl e owner subnmits the repair paperwork or product

repair verifying that the nechani cal probl em has been

fixed, by mail to the departnment within 30 days of the

(i x) A passenger bus idles a nmaxi mum of 15 m nutes

in any 60-m nute period to maintain passenger confort

whi |l e nondri ver passengers are onboard. This paragraph
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shall expire three years after a State financi a

assi stance program for idle reducti on technol ogi es or

strategies is inplenented.

(x) An occupied vehicle with a sl eeper berth

conpartnent idles for purposes of air conditioning or

heating during a rest or sleep period. This paragraph

shall expire three years after a State fi nanci a

assi stance program for idle reducti on technol ogi es or

strategies is inplenented.

(xi) An occupied vehicle idles for purposes of air

conditioning or heating while waiting to | oad or unl oad.

Thi s paragraph shall expire three years after a State

fi nanci al assi stance program for idle reducti on

t echnol ogi es or strategies is inplenented.

8 3903. Auxiliary power units.

Operating an auxiliary power unit, generator set or other

nmobil e idle reducti on technol ogy on a nodel year 2007 or ol der

commerci al diesel vehicle to heat, air condition or provide

electrical power as an alternative to idling the main engi ne

shall be not considered idling for the purposes of this chapter.

§ 3904. Penalties.

Any person that violates the provisions of this chapter shal

be subject to the foll owi ng penalties:

(1) For a first offense, to have a warni nqg ti cket

i ssued.

(2) For a subsequent offense, to pay a fine of:

(i) $150 if the person is the commerci al di esel

vehi cl e operator; or

(ii) $500 if the person is the commerci al diesel

vehi cl e owner or the | oad and unl oad | ocati on owner.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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