PRINTER S NO. 238

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 196 %5

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, COSTA, KITCHEN, C. WLLIAMS, RAFFERTY,
TARTAGLI ONE, FONTANA, WOZNI AK, LOGAN, BROWNE, STACK, BOSCOLA,
STOUT, MJSTO AND FERLO, MARCH 7, 2007

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 7, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), entitled "An
2 act relating to health care; prescribing the powers and

3 duties of the Department of Health; establishing and

4 provi ding the powers and duties of the State Health

5 Coordi nati ng Council, health systens agencies and Health Care
6 Policy Board in the Departnent of Health, and State Health

7 Facility Hearing Board in the Departnment of Justice;

8 providing for certification of need of health care providers
9 "

0

and prescribing penalties,
content of I|icenses.

further providing for term and
1

11 The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

12 hereby enacts as foll ows:

13 Section 1. Section 809 of the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130,
14 No.48), known as the Health Care Facilities Act, anmended

15 Decenber 18, 1992 (P.L.1602, No.179), is anended to read:

16 Section 809. Term and content of |icense.

17 (a) Contents.--All |icenses issued by the departnent under
18 this chapter shall

19 (1) be issued for a specified length of tinme as foll ows,
20 i ncludi ng the provision of section 804(b):

21 (i) all health care facilities other than hospitals



1 for a period of one year, and for hospitals for a period
2 of two years with the expiration date to be the |ast day
3 of the nmonth in which license is issued,

4 (i1i) provisional licenses for the length of tine to
5 be determ ned by the departnent upon issuance of the

6 provi si onal |icense;

7 (2) be on a formprescribed by the departnent;

8 (3) not be transferable except upon prior witten

9 approval of the departnent;

10 (4) be issued only to the health care provider and for
11 the health care facility or facilities naned in the

12 appl i cation;

13 (5) specify the maxi mum nunber of beds, if any, to be
14 used for the care of patients in the facility at any one

15 time; and

16 (6) specify Iimtations which have been placed on the
17 facility.

18 (b) Posting.--The license shall at all tines be posted in a
19 conspicuous place on the provider's prem ses.
20 (c) Visitation.--Wenever practicable, the departnent shal
21 [make]:
22 (1) Conduct its visitations and other reviews necessary
23 for licensure contenporaneously with simlar visitations and
24 ot her reviews necessary for provider certification in the
25 Medi care and nedi cal assistance progranms and the depart nent
26 shall endeavor to avoid duplication of effort by the
27 departnment and providers in the certificate of need, nedical
28 assi stance and Medicare provider certification and |icensure
29 procedures. This shall not preclude the departnment from
30 unannounced Vi sits.
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30

(2) Prepare and mai ntain an i nspecti on report for every

|l ong-termcare nursing facility visited. The i nspecti on

report shall contain:

(i) the date the inspecti on was conpl et ed;

(ii) the nunber, nature and scope of violations

found, if any;

(iii) the nature of the sanctions assessed agai nst

the long-termcare nursing facility, if any;

(iv) the date(s) the long-termcare nursing facility

is to be brought into conpliance with the | aw or

requl ati on; and

(v) any other informati on the departnent deens

(d) Use of beds in excess of maximm --Except in case of
extrene energency, no license shall permt the use of beds for
inpatient use in the licensed facility in excess of the maxi num
nunber set forth in the Iicense without first obtaining witten
perm ssion fromthe departnment: Provided, That during the period
of alicense, a health care facility may w thout the prior
approval of the departnment increase the total nunber of beds by
not nore than ten beds or 10% of the total bed capacity,
whi chever is |ess.

(e) Publication of annual inspection reports.--In accordance

with 45 Pa.C.S. Ch. 3 (relating to | egal advertising), the

departnent shall, within 30 days of conpl etion of each | ong-term

care nursing facility i nspection, publish in a newspaper of

general circulation within the county where the | ong-term care

nursing facility is |located a sunmary of the i nspection report

conpl et ed under subsection (c). The i nspection report sunmary

shall |ist the nane, address, tel ephone nunmber and county where
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1 the long-termcare nursing facility is |ocated.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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