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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 176 %5

| NTRODUCED BY PI PPY, COSTA, ORI E, RAFFERTY, FONTANA, MJSTQ
WOZNI AK AND M VWHI TE, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, MARCH 6, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 8, 1949 (P.L.418, No.58), entitled "An
act to provide for and regul ate the accunul ati on, investnent,
and expenditure of funds by cities, boroughs, incorporated
towns and townshi ps for preparing plans for sewage di sposal
systens, and for the construction, inprovenent or replacenent
of sewage disposal systens for which plans have been approved
by the Sanitary Water Board of the Commonweal th," further
providing for definitions and for expenditure of fund.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 1 and 4 of the act of April 8, 1949
(P.L.418, No.58), entitled "An act to provide for and regul ate
t he accunul ation, investnent, and expenditure of funds by
cities, boroughs, incorporated towns and townships for preparing
pl ans for sewage di sposal systens, and for the construction,
i nprovenent or replacenent of sewage di sposal systens for which
pl ans have been approved by the Sanitary Water Board of the
Commonweal th," are anended to read:
Section 1. Definitions.--[As used in this act, the word or
phrase "Municipality" nmeans any city, borough, incorporated

town, or township.] The follow ng words and phrases when used in
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this act shall have the neanings given to themin this section

unl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent” means the Departnment of Environnental Protection

of the Commpnweal t h.

“[ Muni ci pality] Muinici pal

Aut hority" neans a body politic and
corporate created pursuant to the provisions of the Minicipality
Aut horities Act of 1945 [or], the Miunicipality Authorities Act
of 1935[.] or 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 56 (relating to nunicipal

aut horities).

"Muni ci pality" neans any city, borough, incorporated town or

"Private |l ateral sewer |ine" means a private sewer |ine
serving a structure or dwelling, running fromthe structure or
dwel ling to a public sewer I|ine.

"Sewage Di sposal Systent neans a system for the disposal of
sewage, including all pipes carrying the sewage and all sewage
treat ment works.

"Speci al Fund" neans a sewage di sposal system fund created,

i nvested and expended in accordance with this act.

"Sanitary Water Board" neans the Sanitary Water Board of the

Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Expenditure of Fund.--The followi ng shall apply:

(1) The noneys in any such special fund may be expended by
the municipality singly, or jointly with the Federal Governnent,
t he Commonweal th or any departnent or agency thereof, or with
one or nore other municipalities or nunicipality authorities,
only for preparing plans for a sewage di sposal system and for
t he construction, inprovenent or replacenent of a sewage
di sposal system for which plans have been approved by the

[ Sanitary Water Board.] departnent.
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(2) Minicipalities and nunicipal authorities are authorized

to use public funds for the i nprovenent, extension, repair or

rehabilitation of private |lateral sewer |ines connected to

public sewer systens in instances where:

(i) the municipality or nunicipal authority determ nes that

such activities will benefit the public health through the

preventi on of overfl ows and sewage backups onto private

property; or

(ii) the municipality or nunicipal authority has been

ordered by any public health or environnental agency havi ng

jurisdiction to reduce infiltration and i nfl ow or

(iii) private |laterals have been identified through an

appropri ate engi neering study to be shown as significant

contributors to the wet weat her overfl ow probl em and sewer

system capacity and are determ ned to be a cost-effective

conponent of the sol ution.

Muni ci palities and nuni ci pal authorities acti ng under the

provi sions of this paragraph shall be automatically granted

tenporary easenents for the length of the private | ateral being

rehabilitated, but not to exceed five feet on either side of the

lateral. No nunicipality or nmunicipal authority shall be deened

to be the owner of such private |lateral sewer lines, or to have

any further responsibility for operati on and mai nt enance, unl ess

the nmunicipality or nmunicipal authority nmakes an affirmative

deternmination to accept such obligations.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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