PRINTER S N0 211

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 174 ="

| NTRODUCED BY MUSTO, MELLOW ORI E, BOSCOLA, FONTANA, KASUN C,
ERI CKSON, COSTA, RAFFERTY, KITCHEN, C. WLLIAMS, LAVALLE
STQUT, O PAKE, CGREENLEAF, TARTAGLI ONE, WASHI NGTQN, STACK
RHOADES, LOGAN AND BAKER, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, MARCH 6, 2007
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing a subsi dy guardi anshi p program for grandparent or
relative caregivers of children in the custody of children
and yout h services.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Subsidy
Guar di anshi p Program Act .
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"CYS agency." The children and youth services agency of a
county.
"Departnment."” The Departnent of Aging of the Commonweal th.

"Program " The subsi di zed guardi anshi p program establ i shed

in section 3(a).
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"Rel ative caregiver." A person who is caring for a child
that is related to the person and for whomthe option of
reuni fication has been elimnated and term nation of parental
rights is not appropriate.
Section 3. Subsidized guardi anship program

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish a
subsi di zed guardi anship programfor the benefit of children in
| egal custody of a CYS agency who neet all of the follow ng:

(1) Are living with grandparents or other relative
caregi vers, who have been appointed the guardian of the child
pursuant to a court order.

(2) Have been in foster care or living with relatives
ot her than natural parents for at |east 12 nonths.

(3) Are not receiving financial support fromtheir
parents.

(b) Subsidies.--The program shall provide the follow ng
subsidies for a child eligible under subsection (a):

(1) A special need subsidy which shall be a one-tine
paynent for expenses resulting fromthe assunption of care of
the child when no other resource is available to pay for the
expense.

(2) A nedical subsidy conparable to any nedi cal subsidy
to children receiving subsidy paynents for adoption under a
St at ewi de adoption network program if any.

(3) A nonthly subsidy on behalf of the child payable to
the grandparent or relative caregiver that shall be equal to
the prevailing foster care rate where the inconme |evel of the
househol d i s bel ow 300% of the Federal poverty |evel.

(4) A child care subsidy.

(c) Duration.--A subsidy shall continue until the child
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reaches 18 years of age. The grandparent or relative caregiver
recei ving a guardi anship subsidy shall submt annually to the
departnment a sworn statenment, on a form provided by the
departnment, that the child is still living with and receiving
support fromthe guardi an

Section 4. Physical and | egal custody.

(a) Appointnment.--Notw thstanding 23 Pa.C. S. § 5313
(relating to when grandparents nmay petition), a grandparent or
ot her relative caregiver nmay request appoi ntnment as guardi an and
obtain | egal custody over a child and receive a guardi anship
subsidy fromthe departnent.

(b) Counseling.--If adoption of a child by the child's
grandparent or relative caregiver is an option, the departnent
shall counsel the grandparent or relative caregiver about the
advant ages and di sadvant ages of adoption and subsi di zed
guardi anship so that the decision by the grandparent or relative
caregiver to request a subsidized guardianship may be a fully
i nformed one.

Section 5. Hone study report.

Prior to a guardianship hearing and as a prerequisite for
paynent of a guardi anship subsidy, a honme study report on the
grandparent or relative caregiver shall be filed with the court
having jurisdiction over the child' s case within 15 days of the
request for a subsidy.

Section 6. Federal waivers.

The departnent shall seek any Federal waiver necessary and

appropriate to inplenment this act.
Section 20. Regul ations.
The departnent shall pronmul gate regul ati ons necessary to

i npl enment the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 21. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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