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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 164 %5

| NTRODUCED BY KI TCHEN, RAFFERTY, MELLOW MJSTO, BOSCCLA,
FONTANA, STQUT, O PAKE, COSTA, TARTAGLI ONE, FERLO, STACK,
ORI E, RHOADES AND LOGAN, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI CI ARY, MARCH 6, 2007

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for intimdation of

Wit nesses or victins.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 4952 and 4953 of Title 18 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:

8§ 4952. Intimdation of witnesses or victinmns.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person comrits an offense if, with
the intent to or with the know edge that his conduct wl|
obstruct, inpede, inpair, prevent or interfere with the
adm nistration of crimnal justice, he intimdates or attenpts
to intimdate any witness or victimto:

(1) Refrain frominformng or reporting to any |aw
enforcenent officer, prosecuting official or judge concerning
any information, docunent or thing relating to the conmm ssion

of a crine.

(2) Gve any false or msleading information or



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

testinmony relating to the conmm ssion of any crinme to any | aw
enforcenment officer, prosecuting official or judge.

(3) Wthhold any testinony, information, document or
thing relating to the comm ssion of a crine fromany | aw
enforcenment officer, prosecuting official or judge.

(4) Gve any false or msleading information or
testinmony or refrain fromgiving any testinony, information,
docunent or thing, relating to the comm ssion of a crinme, to
an attorney representing a crimnal defendant.

(5) Elude, evade or ignore any request to appear or
| egal process summoning himto appear to testify or supply
evi dence.

(6) Absent hinself fromany proceeding or investigation
to which he has been | egally sumoned.

(b) Gading.--

(1) The offense is a felony of the degree indicated in

(i) The actor enploys force, violence or deception,
or threatens to enploy force or violence, upon the
witness or victimor, with the requisite intent or
know edge upon any ot her person.

(i1i) The actor offers any pecuniary or other benefit
to the witness or victimor, with the requisite intent or
know edge, to any ot her person.

(i1i1) The actor's conduct is in furtherance of a
conspiracy to intimdate a witness or victim

(iv) The actor accepts, agrees or solicits another
to accept any pecuniary or other benefit to intimdate a
Wi tness or victim

(v) The actor has suffered any prior conviction for

20070S0164B0201 - 2 -



1 any violation of this section or any predecessor |aw

2 hereto, or has been convicted, under any Federal statute
3 or statute of any other state, of an act which would be a
4 violation of this section if commtted in this State.

5 (2) The offense is a felony of the first degree if a

6 felony of the first degree or nurder in the first or second
7 degree was charged in the case in which the actor sought to
8 influence or intimdate a witness or victimas specified in
9 t hi s subsecti on.

10 (3) The offense is a felony of the second degree [if a
11 felony of the second degree is the nost serious offense

12 charged in the] in any other case in which the actor sought
13 to influence or intimdate a witness or victimas specified
14 in this subsection.

15 [(4) The offense is a felony of the third degree in any
16 ot her case in which the actor sought to influence or

17 intimdate a witness or victimas specified in this

18 subsecti on. ]

19 (5) Oherwise the offense is a m sdeneanor of the
20 [ second] first degree.
21 § 4953. Retaliation against witness, victimor party.
22 (a) Ofense defined.--A person conmmits an offense if he
23 harns another by any unlawful act or engages in a course of
24 conduct or repeatedly comrmits acts which threaten another in
25 retaliation for anything awfully done in the capacity of
26 witness, victimor a party in a civil matter.
27 (b) Gading.--The offense is a felony of the [third] second
28 degree if the retaliation is acconplished by any of the neans

29 specified in section 4952(b)(1) through (5) (relating to
30 intimdation of witnesses or victins). OQtherwi se the offense is
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1 a msdeneanor of the [second] first degree.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

L18L18JS/ 20070S0164B0201 - 4 -



