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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 154 =35

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, RAFFERTY, GORDNER, BOSCOLA, STACK, STOUT,
ERI CKSON, WAUGH, GREENLEAF, KASUNI C, COSTA, WASHI NGTION,
WOZNI AK AND PI LEGE , JANUARY 29, 2007

SENATOR RHOADES, EDUCATI ON, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 6, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for continuing

pr of essi onal devel opnent and for program of conti nuing

pr of essi onal educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1205.1(c.1) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended July 11, 2006 (P.L.1092, No.114), is anmended and the
section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:

Section 1205.1. Continui ng Professional Devel opnent.--* * *

(c.1) The continuing professional education plan shal
speci fy the professional education needs that will be net by
conpl eti on of each continui ng professional education option and
how it relates to areas of assignnent and certification or

potential adm nistrative certification. The options may incl ude,

but shall not be limted to:
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(1) Collegiate studies.

(2) Continuing professional education courses taken for
credit.

(3) Oher progranms, activities or |earning experiences taken
for credit or hourly, to include:

(1) curriculumdevel opment and ot her program desi gn and
delivery activities at the school entity or grade |level as
determ ned by the school entity and approved by the board of
directors;

(i1i) participation in professional conferences and
wor kshops;

(1i1) education in the workplace, where the work relates to
t he professional educator's area of assignnment and is approved
by the board of directors;

(iv) review, redesign and restructuring of school prograns,
organi zations and functions as determ ned by the school entity
and approved by the board of directors;

(v) in-service prograns that conply w th guidelines
establ i shed by the departnent;

(vi) early childhood and child devel opnent activities for
pr of essi onal educators whose area of assignnment includes

[ ki ndergarten] PRE- KI NDERGARTEN t hrough third grade;

(vii) special education activities for professional
educat ors whose area of assignnment includes students with
speci al needs;

(viii) successful conpletion of departnment training for
service as a Distinguished Educator if the professional educator
participates in and conpletes at | east one assignnent in the
Di stingui shed Educators Program [or]

(i1 x) other continuing professional education courses,
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programs, activities or |earning experiences sponsored by the
departnent[.]; or

(x) prograns, activities or |earning experi ences accessed

t hrough the cl eari nghouse establi shed by the departnent under

section 1205. 2(f).

* * %

(c.5) A school entity in which one or nore schools have been

identified for warni ng, school inprovenent or corrective action

shall convene the commttee for the purpose of anending its

pr of essi onal educati on plan as set forth in subsection (b). The

anended professi onal education plan shall specify continui ng

pr of essi onal educati on opti ons desi gned to assist in the

attai nnent of acadenic performance targets. Such opti ons nay

i ncl ude:

(1) nethods of inmproving the acadeni ¢ perfor mance of

students in any subject area in which a school or schools has

failed to nmeet the acadeni c perfornance target;

(2) nethods of inmproving the acadeni ¢ perfor mance of

students identified as:

(i) econonically di sadvant aged;

(ii) nmenbers of a major racial and ethnic qgroup;

(iii) a student with a disability; or

(iv) limted English proficient; and

(3) training for educati onal advisors and i nstructi onal

coaches in any subject area for which an acadeni c perfornance

target has been establi shed.

* * %

Section 2. Section 1205.2(f) of the act, anended February 2,
2006 (P.L.19, No.5), is anended to read:

Section 1205.2. Program of Continui ng Professional
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Education.--* * *

(f) [The departnent shall annually] In order to assist

school entities and professional educators in the satisfactory

conpl etion of the continui ng professi onal educati on program the

departnent shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Annually provide a mnimmof forty (40) hours of

conti nui ng professional education courses, prograns, activities
or | earning experiences at no charge to professional educators.
In providing these courses, the departnment shall seek to use the
nost efficient and cost-effective nmeans possible, including the
use of advanced technol ogy such as CD-ROM the Internet and

di stance conmuni cati on.

(2) Establish PROVIDE a cl earinghouse of continuing <—

pr of essi onal educati on prograns, activities or | earning

experi ences for use by school entities to fulfill the

requi renents of section 1205.2(c)(4)(iii). The prograns,

activities or |l earning experiences shall be catal oged by area of

assi gnnent, area of certification and topic and shall be

provided to a school entity upon request.

(3) Establish PROVIDE a cl earinghouse of continuing <—

pr of essi onal educati on prograns, activities or | earning

experi ences for use by school entities that have anmended their

pr of essi onal educati on plans pursuant to section 1205.1(c.5).

The progranms, activities or | earning experiences shall be

cat al oged by area of assignnent, area of certification and topic

and shall be provided to a school entity upon request. Prograns,

activities or | earning experiences under this cl ause shal

i ncl ude:

(i) nethods of inmproving the acadeni ¢ perfor mance of

students in any subject area for which an acadeni ¢ perfor nance
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1 target has been established;

2 (ii) nethods of inproving the acaden c_perfornance of
3 students identified as:

4 (A) __econonically disadvantaged;

5 (B) nenbers of a major racial and ethnic_group;

6 (€ a student with a disability; or

7 (D) as linmted English proficient; and

8 (iii) training for_ educational advisors and instructional
9 coaches in the subject areas of reading and mathenatics.
10 * x *

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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