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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 134 %5

| NTRODUCED BY KI TCHEN, MELLOW COSTA, RAFFERTY, STOUT,
TARTAGLI ONE, FONTANA, KASUNI C, ERI CKSQON, WASHI NGTON, O PAKE
ORI E, RHOADES, LAVALLE, BROWNE, STACK, LOGAN, FERLO AND FUMDO,
MARCH 5, 2007

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 5, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," providing for a training
and education programfor certain individuals eligible for
publ i c assi stance.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Article IV of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the Public Welfare Code, is anended by adding a
subarticle to read:

(n) Parents Achieving Self-Sufficiency Program

Secti on 495. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subarticle

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Educati on program" A two-year or four-year postsecondary

under gr aduat e educati on program for which a degree is awarded.

"Educational activity." Includes, but is not limted to:
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(1) Attendance at a class or activity conducted within

an educati on program

(2) An internship.

(3) A practicum

(4) Student teaching.

(5) A work-study program

(6) A clinical placenent.

(7) Laboratory or field work directly related to the

partici pant's enpl oynent goal .

(8) Any other work activity that enhances a

participant's enployability in the participant's chosen

"Eligible applicant." A needy student who has dependent

children and who is enrolled in an education or job training

program The term excludes an individual with a nmarketabl e

bachel or degr ee.

"Good cause." Conpelling personal or famlial circunstances

as set forth in departnental requl ati ons, which nmake required

partici pati on i npracti cable or which would cause a parti ci pant

to seriously conproni se acadeni ¢ perfornmance. Good cause al so

exi sts where, considering the participant's abilities and the

denmands of the acadenmic program strict conpliance with the work

requi renents woul d conproni se academ ¢ perfornmance and the

fulfillnment of the plan for self-sufficiency.

"Job training." A training programproviding the skills

necessary for a specific vocation or a field of enpl oynent.

"Participant." An eligible applicant who is admtted into

the Parents Achieving Sel f-Sufficiency Program

"Program " The Parents Achieving Self-Sufficiency Program

est abl i shed under secti on 495. 1.
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"TANF." The Tenporary Assi stance for Needy Families program

under the Social Security Act (49 Stat. 620, 42 U S.C. § 301 et

seq.), which provides tenporary assi stance to needy, dependent

children and their parents or caretaker rel atives.

Secti on 495. 1. Parents Achi eving Sel f-Suffici ency Program

(a) Adnministration.--The departnent shall adm nister the

Parents Achi eving Sel f-Sufficiency Program which is hereby

est abl i shed, based upon the need to assi st partici pants who w sh

to pursue trai ning or education in order to enhance their

enpl oyability.

(b) Assistance to participants.--The assi stance provided to

parti ci pants under the program shall include the type and | evel

of :

(1) Cash assi stance under TANF pursuant to subarticle

(e).

(2) Medical assistance under TANF pursuant to subarticle

(e).

(3) Services, including support services, provided under

the RESET program pursuant to secti on 405. 1.

Secti on 495. 2. Eligibility criteri a.

(a) Eligibility.--An individual who is eligible for

assi stance under TANF nay apply to participate in the program

Eligibility for participati on and the anount of assi stance shal

be deterni ned pursuant to rules and requl ati ons pronul gat ed by

the departnment to i npl enent and admni ni ster TANF.

(b) Assessnent. --

(1) The departnent shall assess each individual who is

eliqgible for the programto determ ne:

(i) The individual's education, training and

enpl oynent needs based on avail abl e program r esour ces.
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1 (ii) The individual's skills and aptitudes.

2 (iii) The individual's need for support services.

3 (iv) Local enploynent opportunities.

4 (v) Any good cause circunstance.

5 (vi) To the maxi num extent possible, the preferences
6 of the individual.

7 (2) The findings shall be docunented in the individual's
8 case record indicating any barriers to participation,

9 including, but not Ilinmted to, any physical or nental health
10 probl enms or other good cause.

11 (c) Programenrollnent.--The departnent shall grant

12 enrollnent to an individual in the programto the extent that

13 programresources and space permt, if the assessnent results

14 indicate all of the follow ng:

15 (1) The individual does not possess the necessary skills
16 to obtain enploynent that will enable the individual to

17 support a famly at 85% of the nedian famly incone in this
18 Conmmonweal th for a fanmly of the sane size

19 (2) The postsecondary education or job training sought
20 by the individual will significantly inprove the ability of
21 the fanmily to be self-supporting, considering potential
22 enpl oynent opportunities and | ocal |abor market conditions.
23 (3) The individual has the aptitude to successfully
24 conpl ete the proposed postsecondary education or job

N
(6]
—
-
o
=
>
I

26 (d) Limtation.--The departnent nmay not di sapprove an

27 education or job training plan based solely upon the length of
28 the education or job training program

29 Section 495.3. Programrequirenents.

30 (a) Satisfactory progress required.--A participant nust
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1 denonstrate satisfactory progress in the participant's educati on

2 or job training programin order to nmi ntain program

3 eligibility.

4 (b) Crediting.--A participant who:

5 (1) Receives assistance under the programthat begins

6 during the first 24 nonths of TANF inplenentation shall have
7 credited the anmount of tine involved in educational activity
8 or job training activity toward the work-related activity

9 requi renent.

10 (2) Receives assistance under the programthat begins or
11 continues after the first 24 nonths of TANF inplenentation

12 shal | have educational activity or job training activity

13 credited toward the 20 hours per week RESET work requirenent.
14 (c) Departnent duties.--The departnent shall:

15 (1) Make reasonable adjustnents in the work

16 participation requirenents for the programfor good cause.

17 (2) Pronmulgate rules and regulations for the

18 i npl enmentation and adnministration of the program which shal
19 include rules and requlations defining the term"satisfactory
20 per f or mance. "

21 (d) Child support. --

22 (1) Afamly that participates in the program nust

23 assign the right to child support to the departnent in the
24 sane _manner _as a famly that receives TANF assi stance.

25 (2) The departnent shall distribute to a participating
26 fam |y child support collected on behalf of the family in the
27 sanme manner _as if the famly were receiving TANF assi st ance.
28 (e) Job search requirenent.--A participant who is not exenpt

29 fromthe job search requirenment under the RESET program shal

30 not be required to conduct the ei ght-week job search until the
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parti ci pant has conpl eted the participant's education or job

trai ni ng program

Section 495.4. Transitional support services.

(a) Extended nedi cal coverage.--A famly that no | onger

remai ns eligible for assi stance under the program due to

i ncreased chil d support or increased hours of, or increased

i ncone from enploynent shall be eligible to receive

transi ti onal extended nedi cal coverage, on the sane basis as a

TANF fam |lvy.

(b)Y Child care.--A partici pant who recei ves earni ngs from

enpl oynent and whose fam |y di sconti nues participation in TANF,

whet her or not the participant's earnings resulted in

ineligibility for TANF and who requires child care, shall be

automatically transferred to the Child Care Informati on Services

Child Care program for continued child care assi stance, pursuant

to 55 Pa. Code Ch. 3040 (relating to subsidized child day care).

(c) Work requirenment.--A parent who i s engaged in an

educational or job training activity and who neets the hours

requi renent of section 495.3(b)(2) shall be deened to satisfy

any work requirenent of the Child Care I nformati on Services

Child Care program

Secti on 495. 5. Fundi ng.

Any cash assi stance paid to participants and their famlies

shall be paid with State funds, which shall not be subject to

Federal tine limts for TANF and shall not be considered to

apply toward any such tine limt.

Secti on 495. 6. Protecti on of incone.

(a) |Incone exclusion.--To the extent pernitted by Federal

| aw, assi stance recei ved under the program shall be di sreqgarded

as i ncone and excluded as a resource or asset to the sane extent

20070S0134B0179 - 6 -



as assi stance under TANF for the purposes of any Federal or

State or nunici pal assi stance program

(b)Y Taxation of program assi stance. --Assi stance recei ved

assi stance recei ved under TANF for all tax purposes.

1
2
3
4 under the programshall be treated in the sanme nmanner as
5
6

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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